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Who Are They? Pablo Picasso is one of the most famous artists of the twentieth-century.
Because he was brilliant at drawing. People really loved his doodles. What do you think of the
drawing above? Look at how he has used colourâ€¦how many colours can you see? What
objects are in the picture? Even as a child he was better at drawing than many adults. He could
draw and paint just about anything, and in any style. He liked to experiment and try out new
ideas, which is important if you are an artist, because the world is always changing. Picasso
helped us see the world in new ways. Picasso was so experimental, and created so many
different kinds of art that historians have divided his life and the art he made into stages. The
Blue Period and the Rose Period came first when he used lots of blue and pink to make
paintings. These were followed by primitivism, cubism, classicism when he created more
traditional or classic artworks , surrealism, wartime and Late Works. One of his most famous
periods is the cubist period. The painting below is one of his cubist pictures. Cubism is when
the artist paints an object, like a bottle, from lots of different angles all in the same picture. So
you see the front, the back and the sides of the bottle at the same time. Picasso was born in
Malaga in Spain in , but in when he was 23 he moved to Paris. This is because Paris was the
capital of the avant-garde, which means cutting-edge and very cool. Picasso became friends
with lots of artists and writers, like Georges Braque who he invented cubism with; and a writer
called Gertrude Stein who collected art wrote a cubist book. He became interested in art from
other continents too. You can see some of these influences in his paintings. In the Spanish Civil
War broke out. The picture below is called The Weeping Woman , and it was painted in protest
to the bombing of a town called Guernica in Spain. The woman is crying but her face is all
mixed up. This is because it is a cubist painting. Hold your hand up to the picture and cover the
left side of her face. Can you see that she is now in profile? Picasso was trying to show us what
pain and unhappiness looks like. What do you feel when you look at this painting? But Picasso
has also painted hope. If you drew a portrait of your best friend in the style of Picasso, how
would it look? Who is Pablo Picasso? Welcome to the experimental world of Pablo Picasso. You
might like. Art Parts. Make a Collage. Cut and Paste. Make a Picasso Fortune Teller. Pablo Ruiz
Picasso [a] [b] 25 October â€” 8 April was a Spanish painter, sculptor, printmaker , ceramicist
and theatre designer who spent most of his adult life in France. Regarded as one of the most
influential artists of the 20th century, he is known for co-founding the Cubist movement, the
invention of constructed sculpture , [7] [8] the co-invention of collage , and for the wide variety
of styles that he helped develop and explore. Among his most famous works are the
proto-Cubist Les Demoiselles d'Avignon , and Guernica , a dramatic portrayal of the bombing of
Guernica by German and Italian air forces during the Spanish Civil War. Picasso demonstrated
extraordinary artistic talent in his early years, painting in a naturalistic manner through his
childhood and adolescence. During the first decade of the 20th century, his style changed as he
experimented with different theories, techniques, and ideas. After , the Fauvist work of the
slightly older artist Henri Matisse motivated Picasso to explore more radical styles, beginning a
fruitful rivalry between the two artists, who subsequently were often paired by critics as the
leaders of modern art. Picasso's work is often categorized into periods. While the names of
many of his later periods are debated, the most commonly accepted periods in his work are the
Blue Period â€” , the Rose Period â€” , the African-influenced Period â€” , Analytic Cubism â€” ,
and Synthetic Cubism â€” , also referred to as the Crystal period. Much of Picasso's work of the
late s and early s is in a neoclassical style, and his work in the mids often has characteristics of
Surrealism. His later work often combines elements of his earlier styles. Exceptionally prolific
throughout the course of his long life, Picasso achieved universal renown and immense fortune
for his revolutionary artistic accomplishments, and became one of the best-known figures in
20th-century art. His father was a painter who specialized in naturalistic depictions of birds and
other game. For most of his life, Ruiz was a professor of art at the School of Crafts and a curator
of a local museum. Picasso's birth certificate and the record of his baptism include very long
names, combining those of various saints and relatives. The surname "Picasso" comes from
Liguria , a coastal region of north-western Italy; its capital is Genoa. Pablo's maternal
great-grandfather, Tommaso Picasso moved to Spain around Picasso showed a passion and a
skill for drawing from an early age. Ruiz was a traditional academic artist and instructor, who
believed that proper training required disciplined copying of the masters, and drawing the
human body from plaster casts and live models. His son became preoccupied with art to the
detriment of his classwork. They stayed almost four years. On one occasion, the father found
his son painting over his unfinished sketch of a pigeon. Observing the precision of his son's
technique, an apocryphal story relates, Ruiz felt that the thirteen-year-old Picasso had
surpassed him, and vowed to give up painting, [18] though paintings by him exist from later
years. In , Picasso was traumatized when his seven-year-old sister, Conchita, died of diphtheria.
Picasso thrived in the city, regarding it in times of sadness or nostalgia as his true home. This

process often took students a month, but Picasso completed it in a week, and the jury admitted
him, at just As a student, Picasso lacked discipline but made friendships that would affect him
in later life. His father rented a small room for him close to home so he could work alone, yet he
checked up on him numerous times a day, judging his drawings. The two argued frequently.
Picasso's father and uncle decided to send the young artist to Madrid's Real Academia de
Bellas Artes de San Fernando , the country's foremost art school. Madrid held many other
attractions. Picasso especially admired the works of El Greco ; elements such as his elongated
limbs, arresting colours, and mystical visages are echoed in Picasso's later work. Picasso's
training under his father began before His progress can be traced in the collection of early
works now held by the Museu Picasso in Barcelona, which provides one of the most
comprehensive records extant of any major artist's beginnings. In the same year, at the age of
14, he painted Portrait of Aunt Pepa , a vigorous and dramatic portrait that Juan-Eduardo Cirlot
has called "without a doubt one of the greatest in the whole history of Spanish painting. In , his
realism began to show a Symbolist influence, for example, in a series of landscape paintings
rendered in non-naturalistic violet and green tones. What some call his Modernist period â€”
followed. His exposure to the work of Rossetti , Steinlen , Toulouse-Lautrec and Edvard Munch ,
combined with his admiration for favourite old masters such as El Greco , led Picasso to a
personal version of modernism in his works of this period. Picasso made his first trip to Paris ,
then the art capital of Europe, in There, he met his first Parisian friend, journalist and poet Max
Jacob , who helped Picasso learn the language and its literature. Soon they shared an
apartment; Max slept at night while Picasso slept during the day and worked at night. These
were times of severe poverty, cold, and desperation. Much of his work was burned to keep the
small room warm. Soler solicited articles and Picasso illustrated the journal, mostly
contributing grim cartoons depicting and sympathizing with the state of the poor. The first issue
was published on 31 March , by which time the artist had started to sign his work Picasso.
Picasso" until The change does not seem to imply a rejection of the father figure. Rather, he
wanted to distinguish himself from others; initiated by his Catalan friends who habitually called
him by his maternal surname, much less current than the paternal Ruiz. Picasso's Blue Period
â€” , characterized by sombre paintings rendered in shades of blue and blue-green only
occasionally warmed by other colours, began either in Spain in early or in Paris in the second
half of the year. In his austere use of colour and sometimes doleful subject matterâ€”prostitutes
and beggars are frequent subjectsâ€”Picasso was influenced by a trip through Spain and by the
suicide of his friend Carles Casagemas. Starting in autumn of , he painted several posthumous
portraits of Casagemas culminating in the gloomy allegorical painting La Vie , now in the
Cleveland Museum of Art. The same mood pervades the well-known etching The Frugal Repast ,
[31] which depicts a blind man and a sighted woman, both emaciated, seated at a nearly bare
table. Blindness, a recurrent theme in Picasso's works of this period, is also represented in The
Blindman's Meal , the Metropolitan Museum of Art and in the portrait of Celestina The Rose
Period â€” [32] is characterized by a lighter tone and style utilizing orange and pink colours and
featuring many circus people, acrobats and harlequins known in France as saltimbanques. The
harlequin, a comedic character usually depicted in checkered patterned clothing, became a
personal symbol for Picasso. Picasso met Fernande Olivier , a bohemian artist who became his
mistress, in Paris in The generally upbeat and optimistic mood of paintings in this period is
reminiscent of the â€” period i. Their older brother Michael Stein and his wife Sarah also
became collectors of his work. Picasso painted portraits of both Gertrude Stein and her nephew
Allan Stein. Gertrude Stein became Picasso's principal patron, acquiring his drawings and
paintings and exhibiting them in her informal Salon at her home in Paris. The Steins introduced
him to Claribel Cone and her sister Etta, who were American art collectors; they also began to
acquire Picasso's and Matisse's paintings. Eventually Leo Stein moved to Italy. In , Picasso
joined an art gallery that had recently been opened in Paris by Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler , a
German art historian and art collector who became one of the premier French art dealers of the
20th century. He was among the first champions of Pablo Picasso, Georges Braque and the
Cubism that they jointly developed. Formal ideas developed during this period lead directly into
the Cubist period that follows. Analytic cubism â€” is a style of painting Picasso developed with
Georges Braque using monochrome brownish and neutral colours. Both artists took apart
objects and "analyzed" them in terms of their shapes. Picasso and Braque's paintings at this
time share many similarities. In , Picasso was arrested and questioned about the theft of the
Mona Lisa from the Louvre. Apollinaire in turn implicated his close friend Picasso, who had also
purchased stolen artworks from the artist in the past. Afraid of a conviction that could result in
his deportation to Spain, Picasso denied having ever met Apollinaire. Both were later cleared of
any involvement in the painting's disappearance. Between and , Picasso began a series of
paintings depicting highly geometric and minimalist Cubist objects, consisting of either a pipe,

a guitar or a glass, with an occasional element of collage. Picasso included declarations of his
love for Eva in many Cubist works. Picasso was devastated by her premature death from illness
at the age of 30 in Braque and Derain were mobilized and Apollinaire joined the French artillery,
while the Spaniard Juan Gris remained from the Cubist circle. During the war, Picasso was able
to continue painting uninterrupted, unlike his French comrades. His paintings became more
sombre and his life changed with dramatic consequences. Kahnweiler's contract had
terminated on his exile from France. During the spring of , Apollinaire returned from the front
wounded. They renewed their friendship, but Picasso began to frequent new social circles. After
returning from his honeymoon and in need of money, Picasso started his exclusive relationship
with the French-Jewish art dealer Paul Rosenberg. As part of his first duties, Rosenberg agreed
to rent the couple an apartment in Paris at his own expense, which was located next to his own
house. This was the start of a deep brother-like friendship between two very different men, that
would last until the outbreak of World War II. Khokhlova introduced Picasso to high society,
formal dinner parties, and other dimensions of the life of the rich in s Paris. The two had a son,
Paulo Picasso, [47] who would grow up to be a motorcycle racer and chauffeur to his father.
Khokhlova's insistence on social propriety clashed with Picasso's bohemian tendencies and the
two lived in a state of constant conflict. During the same period that Picasso collaborated with
Diaghilev's troupe, he and Igor Stravinsky collaborated on Pulcinella in Picasso took the
opportunity to make several drawings of the composer. Picasso's marriage to Khokhlova soon
ended in separation rather than divorce, as French law required an even division of property in
the case of divorce, and Picasso did not want Khokhlova to have half his wealth. The two
remained legally married until Khokhlova's death in Picasso wrote of Kahnweiler "What would
have become of us if Kahnweiler hadn't had a business sense? Parade , , curtain designed for
the ballet Parade. The work is the largest of Picasso's paintings. In February , Picasso made his
first trip to Italy. Picasso's paintings and drawings from this period frequently recall the work of
Raphael and Ingres. Les Demoiselles was reproduced for the first time in Europe in the same
issue. He did at the time develop new imagery and formal syntax for expressing himself
emotionally, "releasing the violence, the psychic fears and the eroticism that had been largely
contained or sublimated since ", writes art historian Melissa McQuillan. Pablo Picasso, , Pierrot
, oil on canvas, Pablo Picasso, , Sleeping Peasants , gouache, watercolor and pencil on paper,
During the s, the minotaur replaced the harlequin as a common motif in his work. His use of the
minotaur came partly from his contact with the surrealists, who often used it as their symbol,
and it appears in Picasso's Guernica. This large canvas embodies for many the inhumanity,
brutality and hopelessness of war. Asked to explain its symbolism, Picasso said, "It isn't up to
the painter to define the symbols. Otherwise it would be better if he wrote them out in so many
words! The public who look at the picture must interpret the symbols as they understand them.
After the victory of Francisco Franco in Spain, the painting was sent to the United States to
raise funds and support for Spanish refugees. Until it was entrusted to the Museum of Modern
Art MoMA in New York City, as it was Picasso's expressed desire that the painting should not
be delivered to Spain until liberty and democracy had been established in the country. In and ,
the Museum of Modern Art in New York City, under its director Alfred Barr , a Picasso
enthusiast, held a major retrospective of Picasso's principal works until that time. This
exhibition lionized Picasso, brought into full public view in America the scope of his artistry,
and resulted in a reinterpretation of his work by contemporary art historians and scholars.
Picasso's artistic style did not fit the Nazi ideal of art , so he did not exhibit during this time. He
was often harassed by the Gestapo. During one search of his apartment, an officer saw a
photograph of the painting Guernica. Retreating to his studio, he continued to paint, producing
works such as the Still Life with Guitar and The Charnel House â€” Around this time, Picasso
wrote poetry as an alternative outlet. Between and he wrote over poems. Largely untitled except
for a date and sometimes the location of where it was written for example "Paris 16 May " ,
these works were gustatory, erotic and at times scatological , as were his two full-length plays
Desire Caught by the Tail and The Four Little Girls She was 40 years younger than he was.
Picasso grew tired of his mistress Dora Maar ; Picasso and Gilot began to live together.
Eventually they had two children: Claude Picasso , born in and Paloma Picasso , born in In her
book Life with Picasso , [63] Gilot describes his abusive treatment and myriad infidelities which
led her to leave him, taking the children with her. This was a severe blow to Picasso. Picasso
had affairs with women of an even greater age disparity than his and Gilot's. By his 70s, many
paintings, ink drawings and prints have as their theme an old, grotesque dwarf as the doting
lover of a beautiful young model. She became his lover, and then his second wife in The two
were together for the remainder of Picasso's life. His marriage to Roque was also a means of
revenge against Gilot; with Picasso's encouragement, Gilot had divorced her then husband, Luc
Simon, with the plan to marry Picasso to secure the rights of her children as Picasso's

legitimate heirs. Picasso had already secretly married Roque, after Gilot had filed for divorce.
His strained relationship with Claude and Paloma was never healed. He was an international
celebrity, with often as much interest in his personal life as his art. Picasso was one of
sculptors who exhibited in the 3rd Sculpture International held at the Philadelphia Museum of
Art in mid In the s, Picasso's style changed once again, as he took to producing
reinterpretations of the art of the great masters. In addition to his artistic accomplishments,
Picasso made a few film appearances, always as himself, including a cameo in Jean Cocteau's
Testament of Orpheus He approached the project with a great deal of enthusiasm, designing a
sculpture which was ambiguous and somewhat controversial. What the figure represents is not
known; it could be a bird, a horse, a woman or a totally abstract shape. The sculpture, one of
the most recognizable landmarks in downtown Chicago, was unveiled in Picasso's final works
were a mixture of styles, his means of expression in constant flux until the end of his life.
Devoting his full energies to his work, Picasso became more daring, his works more colourful
and expressive, and from to he produced a torrent of paintings and hundreds of copperplate
etchings. At the time these works were dismissed by most as pornographic fantasies of an
impotent old man or the slapdash works of an artist who was past his prime. Pablo Picasso died
on 8 April in Mougins , France, from pulmonary edema and heart failure, while he and his wife
Jacqueline entertained friends for dinner. Jacqueline prevented his children Claude and Paloma
from attending the funeral. Picasso remained aloof from the Catalan independence movement
during his youth despite expressing general support and being friendly with activists within it.
As a Spanish citizen living in France, Picasso was under no compulsion to fight against the
invading Germans in either world war. However, in , he did apply for French citizenship, but it
was refused on the grounds of his "extremist ideas evolving towards communism". This
information was not revealed until At the start of the Spanish Civil War in , Picasso was 54 years
of age. Soon after hostilities began, the Republicans appointed him "director of the Prado, albeit
in absentia", and "he took his duties very seriously", according to John Richardson, supplying
the funds to evacuate the museum's collection to Geneva. He expressed anger and
condemnation of Francisco Franco and fascists in The Dream and Lie of Franco , which was
produced "specifically for propagandistic and fundraising purposes". Kahnweiler , a socialist,
termed Picasso's communism "sentimental" rather than political, saying "He has never read a
line of Karl Marx, nor of Engels of course. But if I were a shoemaker, Royalist or Communist or
anything else, I would not necessarily hammer my shoes in a special way to show my politics.
On 9 January , Picasso created Dove , a black and white lithograph. It was used to illustrate a
poster at the World Peace Council and became an iconographic image of the period, known as
"The dove of peace". Picasso's image was used around the world as a symbol of the Peace
Congresses and Communism. In , he received the Lenin Peace Prize. Picasso was exceptionally
prolific throughout his long lifetime. The total number of artworks he produced has been
estimated at 50,, comprising 1, paintings; 1, sculptures; 2, ceramics, roughly 12, drawings,
many thousands of prints, and numerous tapestries and rugs. The medium in which Picasso
made his most important contribution was painting. A nanoprobe of Picasso's The Red
Armchair by physicists at Argonne National Laboratory in confirmed art historians' belief that
Picasso used common house paint in many of his paintings. Picasso's early sculptures were
carved from wood or modelled in wax or clay, but from to Picasso abandoned modelling and
instead made sculptural constructions using diverse materials. From the beginning of his
career, Picasso displayed an interest in subject matter of every kind, [94] and demonstrated a
great stylistic versatility that enabled him to work in several styles at once. For example, his
paintings of included the pointillist Woman with a Mantilla , the Cubist Figure in an Armchair ,
and the naturalistic Harlequin all in the Museu Picasso , Barcelona. In , he made a number of
drawings from postcards and photographs that reflect his interest in the stylistic conventions
and static character of posed photographs. If the subjects I have wanted to express have
suggested different ways of expression I have never hesitated to adopt them. Although his
Cubist works approach abstraction, Picasso never relinquished the objects of the real world as
subject matter. Prominent in his Cubist paintings are forms easily recognized as guitars, violins,
and bottles. Picasso painted mostly from imagination or memory. According to William Rubin ,
Picasso "could only make great art from subjects that truly involved him Unlike Matisse,
Picasso had eschewed models virtually all his mature life, preferring to paint individuals whose
lives had both impinged on, and had real significance for, his own. He explained: "I want to
leave to posterity a documentation that will be as complete as possible. That's why I put a date
on everything I do. Picasso's influence was and remains immense and widely acknowledged by
his admirers and detractors alike. On the occasion of his retrospective at MoMA, Life magazine
wrote: "During the 25 years he has dominated modern European art, his enemies say he has
been a corrupting influence. With equal violence, his friends say he is the greatest artist alive.

No painter or sculptor, not even Michelangelo, had been as famous as this in his own lifetime.
Though Marcel Duchamp , that cunning old fox of conceptual irony, has certainly had more
influence on nominally vanguard art over the past 30 years than Picasso, the Spaniard was the
last great beneficiary of the belief that the language of painting and sculpture really mattered to
people other than their devotees. At the time of Picasso's death many of his paintings were in
his possession, as he had kept off the art market what he did not need to sell. In addition,
Picasso had a considerable collection of the work of other famous artists, some his
contemporaries, such as Henri Matisse , with whom he had exchanged works. Since Picasso left
no will, his death duties estate tax to the French state were paid in the form of his works and
others from his collection. The Museu Picasso in Barcelona features many of his early works,
created while he was living in Spain, including many rarely seen works which reveal his firm
grounding in classical techniques. Later in the book, Hemingway mentions looking at one of
Picasso's paintings. He refers to it as Picasso's nude of the girl with the basket of flowers,
possibly related to Young Naked Girl with Flower Basket. As of [update] , Picasso remained the
top-ranked artist based on sales of his works at auctions according to the Art Market Trends
report. Picasso is played by Antonio Banderas in the season of Genius , which focuses on his
life and art. In the s, a Swiss insurance company based in Basel had bought two paintings by
Picasso to diversify its investments and serve as a guarantee for the insured risks. Following an
air disaster in , the company had to pay out heavy reimbursements. The company decided to
part with the two paintings, which were deposited in the Kunstmuseum Basel. In , a large
number of Basel citizens called for a local referendum on the purchase of the Picassos by the
Canton of Basel-Stadt , which was successful, making it the first time in democratic history that
the population of a city voted on the purchase of works of art for a public art museum. Informed
of this, Picasso offered three paintings and a sketch to the city and its museum and was later
made an honorary citizen by the city. Several paintings by Picasso rank among the most
expensive paintings in the world. The painting has changed hands several times since its
recovery, most recently through auction in May at Christie's in New York City. Throughout his
life Picasso maintained several mistresses in addition to his wife or primary partner. Picasso
was married twice and had four children by three women:. Photographer and painter Dora Maar
was also a constant companion and lover of Picasso. The two were closest in the late s and
early s, and it was Maar who documented the painting of Guernica. The women in Picasso's life
played an important role in the emotional and erotic aspects of his creative expression, and the
tumultuous nature of these relationships has been considered vital to his artistic process. Many
of these women functioned as muses for him, and their inclusion in his extensive oeuvre
granted them a place in art history. For example, portraits created of his first wife, Olga, were
rendered in a naturalistic style during his Neoclassical period. After he had spent many nights
extracting their essence, once they were bled dry, he would dispose of them. Others, notably
his first wife Olga Khokhlova, and his mistress Dora Maar, succumbed to nervous breakdowns.
His son, Paulo, developed a fatal alcoholism due to depression. His grandson, Pablito, also
committed suicide when he was barred by Jacqueline Roque from attending the artist's funeral.
The first volume of the catalogue, Works from to , published in , entailed the financial ruin of
Zervos, self-publishing under the name Cahiers d'art , forcing him to sell part of his art
collection at auction to avoid bankruptcy. Following the death of Zervos, Mila Gagarin
supervised the publication of 11 additional volumes from to The 33 volumes cover the entire
work from to , with close to 16, black and white photographs, in accord with the will of the artist.
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quotations related to: Picasso. Picasso is thought to have made about 50, artworks during his
lifetime, including paintings, drawings, prints, sculpture, and ceramics. From his extensive
production there are many celebrated pieces. For nearly 80 of his 91 years, Picasso devoted
himself to an artistic production that contributed significantly to the whole development of
modern art in the 20th century, notably through the invention of Cubism with the artist Georges
Braque about Building on the work of 19th-century art movements, Cubism radically changed
the course of representation by acknowledging the illusionistic tricks required to depict
three-dimensional objects on a flat canvas. In rejecting the naturalism that Western artists had
favoured since the Renaissance, Cubism consequently changed the ways in which people think
about the role of art. It ushered in the abstract movements of the 20th century and continues to
influence the art of the 21st. Picasso never kept within stylistic boundaries, and he continued to
experiment with different approaches and media into the last decade of his life. Following a
string of romantic relationships, Picasso married the dancer Olga Khokhlova in , and they had a
son, Paulo, in Picasso was not faithful, however, and he and Olga were separated in , though
they never divorced, due to legal issues. Each of these names had a particular significance.
Ruiz and Picasso were the surnames of his father and mother, respectively. As a youth, Picasso
was known as Pablo Ruiz, and he signed his earliest paintings P. By the turn of the 20th century
he was using P. Picasso for paintings and drawings, but in late he finally settled on simply
Picasso as his signature. For nearly 80 of his 91 years, Picasso devoted himself to an artistic
production that contributed significantly to and paralleled the whole development of modern art
in the 20th century. The family moved to Barcelona in the autumn of , and Pablo entered the
local art academy La Llotja , where his father had assumed his last post as professor of
drawing. The family hoped that their son would achieve success as an academic painter, and in
his eventual fame in Spain seemed assured; in that year his painting Science and Charity , for
which his father modeled for the doctor, was awarded an honourable mention in Madrid at the
Fine Arts Exhibition. The Spanish capital was the obvious next stop for the young artist intent
on gaining recognition and fulfilling family expectations. Those same characters reappear in his
late workâ€”Pepe Illo in a series of engravings and Celestina as a kind of voyeuristic
self-portrait, especially in the series of etchings and engravings known as Suite Picasso; by late
he had dropped the Ruiz altogether. In Barcelona Picasso moved among a circle of Catalan
artists and writers whose eyes were turned toward Paris. Eager to see his own work in place
and to experience Paris firsthand, Picasso set off in the company of his studio mate Carles
Casagemas Portrait of Carles Casagemas [] to conquer, if not Paris, at least a corner of
Montmartre. Using charcoal , pastels , watercolours , and oils , Picasso recorded life in the
French capital Lovers in the Street []. After just two months Picasso returned to Spain with
Casagemas, who had become despondent about a failed love affair. Casagemas returned to
Paris, attempted to shoot the woman he loved, and then turned the gun on himself and died.
The impact on Picasso was deep: it was not just that he had lost his loyal friend and perhaps
felt a sense of guilt for having abandoned him; more important, he had gained the emotional
experience and the material that would stimulate the powerful expressiveness of the works of

the so-called Blue Period. Picasso made two death portraits of Casagemas several months later
in as well as two funeral scenes Mourners and Evocation , and in Casagemas appeared as the
artist in the enigmatic painting La Vie. Article Contents. Print print Print. Table Of Contents.
While every effort has been made to follow citation style rules, there may be some
discrepancies. Please refer to the appropriate style manual or other sources if you have any
questions. Facebook Twitter. Give Feedback External Websites. Let us know if you have
suggestions to improve this article requires login. External Websites. Articles from Britannica
Encyclopedias for elementary and high school students. From that year until she was Assistant
Professor of Art History Top Questions. Read more below: Life and career: Cubism. Western
painting: Modern. Read more below: Legacy. Art market. Read more below: Life and career:
Early years. Dora Maar. Saints Crispin and Crispinian. Get a Britannica Premium subscription
and gain access to exclusive content. Subscribe Now. Load Next Page. A dramatized
autobiography of the artist Pablo Picasso, showing his paintings and sketches and talking
about the inspiration for his work. Picasso talks about his family and his sister Lola, who was a
huge inspiration for his work. He then says that the one person he drew throughout his whole
life was himself. He talks about how he used colours to show emotions. He also talks about how
one day he decided to change the way he painted people, rather than painting them the way
they looked. He demonstrates looking at a person's profile and then their whole face to show
how the facial features can appear to change when seen from a different angle. Finally he
encourages the children watching to cut up faces from magazines to make new ones. Children
could carry out the suggested activity of cutting out facial features from magazines to create a
portrait. Alternatively, children could create their own self-portrait pictures using photographs
of themselves. Working in pairs, children could photograph each other's faces from a variety of
angles. Once printed out, the children could use all the photographs of themselves to create a
Picasso inspired self portrait. The completed portraits could then be displayed in a class art
gallery as a self portrait exhibition. Description Classroom Ideas. Description up. Classroom
Ideas up. It all began when the genie came out of the Magic Milk bottle and asked me what I
would prefer: to have a Picasso or to be Picasso. He could grant me either wish but, he warned
me, only one of the two. I had to think about it for quite a whileâ€”or, rather, he obliged me to
think about it. Folklore and literature are so full of stories about greedy fools who are punished
for their haste it makes you think those offers are all too good to be true. The choice the genie
had given me was so unexpected, and one of the options was so definitive, that I needed some
time to weigh them up. It was a strange choice but not inappropriate; in fact, it was particularly
apt. I was leaving the Picasso Museum, in a state of rapture and boundless admiration, and at
that moment I could not have been offered anything, or any two things, that would have tempted
me more. It was it is a perfect autumn afternoon: gentle light, mild air, and still a while to go
before dusk. I tried to put my ideas in order. Who would turn down a gift like that? Was there a
more enviable fate in modern history? Not even the privileges of supreme worldly power are
comparable to what he had, because they can be removed by political events or wars, while the
power of Picasso, transcending that of any president or king, was invulnerable. There were
good reasons to hesitate, and even to recoil in horror. In order to become someone else, one
has to cease being oneself, and no one willingly consents to that surrender. Not that I
considered myself to be more important than Picasso, or healthier, or better equipped to face
life. He had been fairly unstable I knew that much from the biographies , but not as unstable as
me, so by becoming him I would improve the state of my mental health to some degree. The
problem goes beyond Picasso, and yet remains within him, too. There is no identification in
general, as a concept, only identification with this or that figure in particular. And if the figure is
Picasso, as in this case, there can be no other. Few individuals have inspired so much writing;
everyone who came into contact with Picasso left a testimony, an anecdote, or a character
sketch. One is almost bound to find a common trait. Exactly the same thing happens to me.
Picasso overcompensated for this with his frenetic production of art, as if by painting picture
after picture he could make the piece of paper pick itself up. Whatever the reason, there was no
doubting the continuity of his production, through all his metamorphoses. But not as rich as he
would be now, thirty years after his death, with the rise in the price of his paintings. Everyone
knows that painters have to die, and therefore stop producing, for their work to become really
valuable. The remark about living in peace, leaving aside its facile ingenuity, could be applied to
the situation in which the genie had placed me; it was a message from beyond the grave, sent in
the knowledge that my dearest wish was for a truly peaceful life, without problems. Given the
current prices, and the relative modesty of my aspirations, a single painting would be enough to
make me rich and allow me to live in peace, writing my novels, relaxing, and reading. My mind
was made up. I wanted a Picasso. It was splendid: a medium-sized oil painting from the thirties.
For a long time, I gazed at it intently. At first glance, it was a chaos of dislocated figures, a

superposition of lines and wild but fundamentally harmonious colors. Then I became aware of
the beautiful asymmetries that leaped out at the viewer, then hid, then reappeared elsewhere,
then concealed themselves again. The impasto, the brushwork it had been painted alla prima ,
was a masterly demonstration of the assurance that can be achieved only by unself-conscious
virtuosity. First, there was a flower, a crimson rose, emerging from the multiple Cubist planes of
its petals; facing it, like a mirror image, was a jasmine in virginal whites, painted in Renaissance
style, except for the right-angled spirals of its tendrils. Over this court scene presided a figure
who must have been the queen, to judge by her crown: a monstrous broken-down queen, like a
damaged toy. Legs and arms stuck out of her any old how, her navel and her nose were chasing
each other across her back, the windmill of her torso was inlaid with the multicolored satins of
her dress, and one foot, encased in an enormous high-heeled shoe, shot up skyward. Suddenly,
the plot revealed itself to me. I was looking at an illustration of a traditional Spanish fable, or,
rather, a joke, and a joke of the most primitive and puerile variety; it must have come back to
Picasso from his early childhood. The Minister of the Interior finally comes up with a strategy
for tactfully letting her know. A jury of specialists narrows the field down to two finalists: a rose
and a jasmine. The final decision, the choice of the winning flower, is up to the queen. The One
and Only, as there had been only one Picasso. The picture dated from a time when Picasso had
been in France for thirty years and had completely adapted to the language and the culture; it
was curious, to say the least, that he had resorted to Spanish to provide the key to a work that
was otherwise incomprehensible. Perhaps the Spanish Civil War had renewed a patriotic streak
in him, and this painting was a kind of secret homage to his homeland, torn apart by the
conflict. Perhaps, and this need not exclude the previous hypothesis, the root of the work was a
childhood memory, which had lived on as a debt to be repaid when his art had acquired a
sufficient degree of power and freedom. Up until then, no one had known that it existed; its
enigma, its secret, had remained intact until it materialized before me, a Spanish speaker, an
Argentine writer devoted to Duchamp and Roussel. In any case, it was a unique piece, singular
even among the works of an artist for whom singularity was the rule; it could hardly fail to fetch
a record price. Before embarking on one of my habitual fantasies about future prosperity, I took
a little more time to enjoy contemplating the masterwork. I smiled. She was the center of a
centerless space. The round of courtiers, a veritable gallery of painterly miracles, was waiti
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ng for her choice; the evanescence of the flowers was a reminder of time, which for her was not
a duration but an instant of understanding, a final realization, after a lifetime of illusion. One
day, her ministers dare one another to say it to her face. No one would make that queen the butt
of a joke; no one would mock her. The courtiers all loved her, and wanted her to know it. They
had resorted to the language of flowers, that eternal vehicle for messages of love. She had to
choose the most beautiful flower in the kingdom, just as I had been obliged to choose between
the two gifts offered by the genie. And at that moment my flash of insight came, freezing the
smile on my face. As in a nightmare, an insoluble problem loomed, engulfing me in anxiety. I
was still inside the museum: sooner or later I would have to leave; my life as a rich man could
begin only outside. And how could I leave the Picasso Museum with a Picasso under my arm?
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