Pontiac aztec 2001

Pace car placements give automakers a chance to show off new products to a crowd of
enthusiast-minded, dedicated customers. The cars they choose are usually sleek,
performance-oriented, and exciting. The Pontiac Aztek, then, was a natural choice. The design
was about as well-considered as the Aztek itself, with blacked-out pillars that bled onto the
fenders and then just abruptly stopped. All to advertise a car that had no real performance
credibility or any connection to motorsport. Perhaps even more surprising, it kind of worked. An
article on Motorsport. The article opens:. There's some truth in here. For instance, the Aztek
was the first Sport Recreation Vehicle. Not because it did anything novel, but because the
marketing department decided to arrange those words in that sequence for the same time. It
also pushed the edge on style, which we've come to recognize wasn't necessarily a good thing.
What was conclusively false was the idea that this pace car would overshadow the field itself.
Even if you don't consider that Dale Earnhardt's deadly crash made this one of the most
infamous races in decades, the Aztek was not a particularly notable pace car. In fact, the only
pictures that exist of it online are blurry shots that appear to have been taken in passing by
people who couldn't be bothered to stage the car. The photo here is from a auction of the
original pace car driven during the race, a one-of-a-kind historic car from an infamous race. Join
Now. New Cars. Car Culture. Type keyword s to search. Today's Top Stories. Building the
Perfect Race-Car Driver. Related Story. The Way Back Jalopnik. This content is created and
maintained by a third party, and imported onto this page to help users provide their email
addresses. You may be able to find more information about this and similar content at piano.
Advertisement - Continue Reading Below. More From Car Culture. As a 5-door crossover with a
front engine with front-wheel drive and optional Versatrak all-wheel drive, the Aztek featured a
four-speed automatic transmission with a V-6 engine. Marketed by Pontiac as a "sport
recreational vehicle," the Aztek used a shortened platform shared with GM's minivans e. The
design employed conventional rear outswing doors rather than sliding doors and a bi-parting
rear tailgate, the lower section formed with seat indentations and cupholders. Other features
included a front center console that doubled as a removable cooler, Optional rear stereo
controls in the cargo area, optional sliding cargo floor with grocery compartments and optional
camping package with an attachable tent and air mattress. The Aztek was noted for its styling,
which was instantly controversial. Pulitzer Prize -winning automotive critic and syndicated
columnist Dan Neil , in naming it one of the 50 worst cars of all time, said the Aztek "violate d
one of the principal rules of car design: we like cars that look like us. With its multiple eyes and
supernumerary nostrils, the Aztek looks deformed and scary, something that dogs bark at and
cathedrals employ to ring bells. The shame is, under all that ugliness, there was a useful,
competent crossover. First shown to the public in , the Pontiac Aztek concept car was well
received. The Aztek went on sale in summer as a model. The production edition of the Aztek
was launched with the tagline "Quite possibly the most versatile vehicle on the planet" in
conjunction with CBS 's hit reality show Survivor in Ultimately, the Aztek was criticized for its
styling. Mickey Kaus described the Aztek as having "awkwardly empty and square front wheel
wells" and a "gratuitous, fierce animalistic snout, which may have been what prompted
incoming GM executive Bob Lutz to famously say that many of the company's products looked
like 'angry kitchen appliances. A poll in The Daily Telegraph in August placed the Aztek at
number one of the " ugliest cars" of all time. At launch, the Aztek was available with either
front-wheel drive or Versatrak, a full-time, fully automatic all-wheel drive system which provided
traction in the snow or rain and could handle moderately rough off-road surfaces. The Aztek
was able to carry within its interior a standard 4 feet 1. Extending this image was a seat-back
mounted backpack , and a number of specialty racks for bicycles , canoes , snowboards , and
other such items. An optional 10 speaker Pioneer stereo system provided a set of controls
located at the rear of the vehicle for tail-gate parties as well as an unusual 2-piece tailgate with
built-in cup-holders and contoured seating area for added comfort. However, they did not
conduct a side-impact test. GM forecast sales of up to 75, Azteks per year and needed to
produce 30, annually to break even. Just 27, were sold in , which was the model's best-selling
year. Pricing of the Aztek was also an issue at launch: the vehicle was too expensive for its
intended " Generation X " audience and was priced significantly higher than competing
vehicles. After the model year, the GT model was dropped and pricing was slashed, in addition
to extremely generous rebates and cut-rate financing instituted by GM in the wake of the
terrorist attacks on September 11, Power and Associates , an independent consumer survey
organization which noted: "The Aztek scores highest or second highest in every APEAL
component measure except exterior styling. He praised GM for being daring and trying to create
an entirely new market in vehicles, rather than simply copying successful formulas. He argued
that the Aztek's failure is similar to the failure of the Apple's Newton and Mac Portable â€” two
failed products that revolutionized the computer industry and became the basis for later

successful products made by Apple. In its final model year, the Aztek gained hands-free
operation of its On-Star system. Exterior color offerings also changed. The Aztek was
discontinued after the model year, and was replaced by the Theta platform Pontiac Torrent. The
last Pontiac Aztek finally rolled off the assembly line on August 31, In the American Dad! He
terms the car "a tent on wheels". From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor vehicle. This
section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to
reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. October Learn how and
when to remove this template message. Archived from the original on October 29, Retrieved
May 12, March 4, Archived from the original on March 4, Archived from the original on The Daily
Telegraph. August 25, Retrieved May 22, December 12, Retrieved December 24, September 7,
May 27, Retrieved May 31, Johnson Controls. August 7, January 3, January 5, January 4, The
Big Money. Archived from the original on November 18, The Auto Channel. Motoramic - Yahoo
Autos. Retrieved ScreenBid LLC. Pontiac vehicles. A division of General Motors , â€” Aztek
Sunrunner Torrent. Montana Trans Sport. Category Commons. Categories : Pontiac vehicles
Pontiac concept vehicles Cars introduced in Crossover sport utility vehicles Mid-size sport
utility vehicles Front-wheel-drive vehicles All-wheel-drive vehicles. Hidden categories: Articles
with short description Short description is different from Wikidata All articles with unsourced
statements Articles with unsourced statements from May Articles with unsourced statements
from November Articles with unsourced statements from October Articles needing additional
references from October All articles needing additional references Commons category link from
Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to edit Community
portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons.
Tom Peters chief designer: [1] [2] [3]. Mid-size crossover SUV. Front-engine, front-wheel-drive
or all-wheel-drive. Gasoline : 3. Pontiac Sunrunner Canada. Wikimedia Commons has media
related to Pontiac Aztek. Grand Am. Grand Prix. Station wagon. Mid-size crossover. Compact
SUV. Compact MPV. Montana SV6. Personal luxury. Make Model Year. Price and Payment.
Vehicle History. Engine and Drivetrain. Vehicle Listing Details. Recent Arrival! Odometer is
miles below market average! This vehicle has not been mechanically inspected by Williams
Auto Group. We encourage you to take to your own mechanic for a complete inspection.
Williams Auto Group assumes no responsibility for any repairs. TEXT Please call us!!! Popular
searches. My notifications My Account. Save Search. Filter Up to , miles. Enter your ZIP code to
show only relevant vehicles for sale nearby. Search radius. Home delivery available. Only show
local listings. Year s. Price and Payment Loan Price. Trim Base 6. Engine and Drivetrain
Transmission Automatic 5. Engine Type Gas 5. Cylinders 6 cylinders 5. Fuel Economy. Vehicle
Listing Details Recently added listings. Listings with recent price drops. No accidents. Price
Drop. Showing 1 - 6 out of 6 listings. Overall Consumer Rating. The Aztek was recently chosen
as one of the ugliest cars ever built. I concur. It is also the most utilitarian car that was ever
built. Parents always teach that it's what's inside that counts. I have head room galore,
unprecedented comfort, and radio controls at my finger tips. Add a heads-up display nice for
me, a pilot , a zip-in tent, sound system controls at the tailgate, an ice cooler for a console,
myriad other creature features, and you have the best little house on wheels! I pity the man that
looks only on the external challenges of this fine automobile and misses its inner beauty. Read
more. Read less. Sign Up. Pontiac claims the Aztek was the product of out-of-the-box
brainstorming in an effort to create a truly unique vehicle. The result of this creative thinking is
a whole new SRV, or sport recreational vehicle, which takes the wide stance and sporty ride of
the Grand Prix, the versatility of the Montana minivan and traditional character traits of sport
utility vehicles, and blends them into a unique and polarizing alternative to SUVs and minivans.
The Aztek cuts a broad swath through the look-alike, humdrum SUVs on the road with a boldly
aggressive exterior that could have only come from Pontiac. With its signature wide track
stance, cat-eye headlamps, oversized fog lamps and protective side cladding, the Aztek looks
like something out of the movie Road Warrior. Mel Gibson not included in base price. The Aztek
is rated for pulling 3, pounds with the optional trailer-towing option that includes heavy-duty
engine cooling, a high-output alternator and an auto-leveling rear suspension. With the optional
Versatrak all-wheel-drive system, the Aztek will automatically direct power to the wheels with
the best grip when it's needed. Unfortunately, the driver has no control over the system and a
low range isn't available, which limits off-road capability. A portable cooler is standard on the
GT model, and latches to the center console. The fully insulated container houses up to twelve
ounce cans of your favorite non-alcoholic beverage. The Aztek GT also features removable
utility packs nestled in the front door bins for handy portable storage of cellular phones,
sunglasses or sunscreen. The Aztek has a wide, low and flat cargo floor with A dozen cargo
anchors, rear convenience net and storage areas built into the side trim and tailgate help keep
track of loose ends. While many SUVs look like they're cast from the same cookie cutter,

Pontiac cooked up the boldest - and the most controversial - design to hit the streets so far.
Sure, the styling is different and you can't do any serious off-roading, but if you need the
versatility of a minivan, and don't want to be labeled as another soccer mom driving a Caravan,
the Aztek may be right up your alley. Available styles include Fwd 4dr SUV 3. Doing so could
save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven
dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to
buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select
a used car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you.
Once you have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle
history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Used Pontiac
Aztek. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car
buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Check out Pontiac
lease specials Check out Pontiac Aztek lease specials. Popular searches. My notifications My
Account. Review Features Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Butt-ugly styling, minivan
platform, dated powerplant. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale.
Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. Pontiac brings forth a new so-called Sport
Recreation Vehicle, blending attributes of a station wagon, minivan, SUV and Pumbaa the
talking pig from the "Lion King" into an interesting, if not different, offering. Read more. Write a
review See all reviews. The Aztek was recently chosen as one of the ugliest cars ever built. I
concur. It is also the most utilitarian car that was ever built. Parents always teach that it's what's
inside that counts. I have head room galore, unprecedented comfort, and radio controls at my
finger tips. Add a heads-up display nice for me, a pilot , a zip-in tent, sound system controls at
the tailgate, an ice cooler for a console, myriad other creature features, and you have the best
little house on wheels! I pity the man that looks only on the external challenges of this fine
automobile and misses its inner beauty. Read less. New buyer needs help with quirk! Just
bought for 15 yr old Son for him to drive in a 6 months, and wife now after some brainless driver
side- swiped her beloved Screeming Yellow mustang! Got from original owner who has
regularly documented maint hx and new guaranteed trans. SUV has intermittent very loud
intermittent rattle that seems to come from left front. Rattle comes on more when air is on,
maybe? At first I thought it was just plain ugly! Then I drove it and bought it, needing a car
NOW. Fun to drive, great U-turns, comfortable, enough features. Seating was good, even used
the tent and mattress once we're older. Liked having shoulder belt in middle of back seat. Like
that, but, again, discontinued. See all reviews of the Used Pontiac Aztek. Write a review. Frontal
Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side
Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 4. Sponsored cars
related to the Aztek. Sign Up. Used Pontiac Aztek for Sale 3. Overall Rating. Track Price Check
Availability. Little Rock, AR. By Rating. Overall 5. I loved the look of it, the size, the performance,
the accessories. I love the idea of a split hatch, and having seats and cupholders on the lower
gate. I honestly did not find anything I disliked about the vehicle. Bringing a portable grill and
having a mini cookout using the lower gate to sit on. Roomy and powerful, but with good fuel
economy. Also able to take a beating without any real issues. I love the split hatch and the seats
and cup holders molded into the lower gate. The shape of the vehicle, and the doorless gas cap
were what attracted me to it initially. The only thing I can think of is that the wheel bearings have
a habit of going bad much quicker than they should. Overall 2. It was a true love it or hate it car.
It didn't know what it wanted to be, part SUV part luxury car. The appointments in the car where
truly awesome, stylish and comfortable. I believe the car only ran for 4 or 5 years before it sank
into oblivion and brought the whole company down with it because of its failure to catch on to
the car buying public. The car was introduced to the buying public in the year I owned to Luke
warm reviews. As I stated before it was a love it or hate it type of car. I had the misfortune of
loving the unique body styling when I first saw it. Then I hoped in for a test drive and the ride
was super, smooth as sitting in my living room. It handled well and had a superior sound
system. Unfortunately all the go The styling of the Aztec was truly unique. As I said before the
car had a superior ride and handling, I have a Lincoln now and I think the Aztec was a better
ride. Wide comfortable seats plenty of leg and head room and the best stock stereo I have ever
heard. The undersized engine was a huge draw back. In the 5 years I have had the car I had to
put 2 new engines in it. I bought it used and it had already had 2 engines put in it. It was only 10
years old and had , miles on it. But 5 engines and 2 transmissions? Plus the electrical system
shorts out a lot. The body control system they installed in the car is just very faulty. It had great
potential but fell short. Overall 4. I didn't like the way it looked. A ten year old boy encouraged

me to test drive it because it looked 'futuristic. That was eight years ago, and I have never
regretted the purchase of my secondhand Aztek. It drives wonderfully - it feels substantial, but
it's not a big, heavy vehicle. It rather has minivan comfort and utility in an SUV package. I
particularly like the way the seating is raised, so you aren't straining to see over the hood, and
the visibility is good all the way around. The way the back seats fold flat to accommodate cargo
is a simple and smooth operation and offers TONS of space in the back. Its gas mileage has
been pretty impressive, and it has required few repairs. The way the exterior When I first saw
this car, I was turned off. The way the exterior body has held up to the weather in this part of the
country is definitely noteworthy - it has no rust, even though it's a ten year old car with a few
small scrapes and dings. The finish is still shiny and the panels and trim are intact and in great
shape. The coolest thing about this car is that the cargo bay is set up for camping! It has an
optional camping package that turns the cargo bay into a tent. The extra power o
2009 honda accord radio wiring diagram
08 bmw 5 series
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utlets, storage compartments, tie downs and cup holders yep, cup holders in the back! As well
as 'cutout' seating in the tailgate make this a built-in weekend getaway machine. It's been a lot
of fun over the years just to back it up to a campfire and start the adventure. I enjoyed using this
car on a camping trip in the Chattanooga valley. I backed the Aztek right up to the edge of the
fire and sat with my partner on the tailgate. I was able to plug my cell phone and stereo right
into the cargo bay ports so we could have some music, and then just chilled out in the cargo
bay and went to sleep. In the morning, we tossed all our stuff in the back, closed the hat In the
morning, we tossed all our stuff in the back, closed the hatch and were on our way! This is such
a versatile, fun vehicle. Comfortable Durable body Fuel efficient Big cargo area 26 cu. Camping
package. Electronic controls wear out easily Some interior parts aren't so durable Wimpy stereo
system factory. Used Pontiac Aztek.

