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In January I asked my LinkedIn and Facebook audiences to guess the number of insurance
policies an individual should have? How many policies does a single individual, regardless of
marital status and family make-up need? I am happy to report that someone correctly answered
that you need 7 insurance policies. These policies include:. Auto Insurance â€” Auto insurance
is typically the first policy we all purchase, for the first car we ever own. Auto insurance
provides you liability coverage for damages done to others and coverages for the repair or loss
of your own vehicle. Home Insurance â€” Home insurance includes renters insurance, condo
insurance, and home insurance policies. Similar to auto insurance it provides liability coverage
to you as the owner and provides coverage to repair or rebuild your home after a claim. All
home insurance policies have limitations on certain personal items, which is why everyone
should consider a schedule policy. Check out this article on the personal items we typically
collect. Umbrella Insurance â€” While we may never intentional mean to harm some one,
catastrophic events do happen and people can be hurt, and we can be able responsible for the
damages. An umbrella policy provides additional liability coverage over our auto and home
insurance policies should a catastrophic liability event occur. This could be through our
employer or an individual health insurance plan. Health insurance covers the cost of our
medical care. If you are unable to work disability insurance will provide you income. With the
right insurance advisor you may be able to secure all of these policies at a reasonable cost.
What you will not be able to afford is to be out of pocket if you do not have the right insurance
when you need it most. This is a common question which I often hear from my clients. This
question often comes up when we are reviewing a policy to save money. This question may also
occur when someone is buying their first home. In order to understand to important of this
coverage it is worth looking at how we define what is the Dwelling and what is Other Structures.
This includes structures connected to the dwelling by only a fence, utility line, or similar
connection. Based on the above definitions, Other Structures could be a fence, garage, shed,
pool, cabana, patio, etc. It does not cost you additional money or added to the policy to bump
up the cost. That being said you may want more coverage than is automatically provided. This
is important to discuss if you have several Other Structures or Custom Structures on your
property. This often is the case with farm properties which are no longer an active farm. Also,
water front properties that have boat lifts, docks, boat houses, etc. While you may feel you do
not have anything that qualifies as Other Structures, you may in the future. You could build a
pool, a garage, a fence that meets the definition of Other Structures. It is always best to have
more coverage than you think you need than to not have enough coverage at the time of a
claim. Other Structures is a valuable coverage which you should give careful consideration and
be discussed with your insurance agent when reviewing your home insurance for adequate
coverage. You made an offer on your first new home but now what? Once your offer is accepted
you will receive a long list of to dos before you can get to the closing table. One of your to dos
is to obtain home insurance. Insurance can be confusing and when you Google insurance
online you will you have a plethora of options to pick from. How do you know what you need
and what is good insurance? That can be quite the challenge for a first-time home buyer. Here
are a couple tips to buying your first home insurance policy. Buying a home is an exciting time.
Comparing insurance quotes can make your eyes burn if its not something you do regularly.
The tips and tricks above will help you stress less and simplify the insurance buying process.
Why waste your time stressing over insurance when you could be planning your house
warming party instead. Happy house hunting and cheers to your next home! Homeowners
insurance is kind of like cars. You have the base year, make, model and then you have add-ons.
A car can come with a package or a group of features or you can add features a la carte.
Homeowners insurance is similar, but more complex. A home insurance policy comes with the
basics which I cover in this video. You should never purchase the basic policy without looking
into the add-ons. If you are not sure what home insurance coverage you should have, here is a
list of the top 9 coverages or endorsements you should have in your home insurance policy and
2 you should ask your insurance agent about. Special Coverage for Dwelling â€”Insurance
professionals may call this allrisks or open perils but it refers to the same coverage. A basic
home insurance policy is typically written to include only 16 types of claims. However, if you
add this coverage or endorsement it will open the policy to cover home claims, excluding 11
types of claims. Essentially you can have a policy that only covers claims that are listed or have
a policy with 11 exclusions. Special Coverage for Personal Property â€” Like the coverage for
dwelling you can have either specific claims covered or specific claims excluded. Replacement
Cost for Dwelling â€” Without Replacement Cost coverage the policy would settle claims based
on actual cash value. Most home owners want to be put back to their original home condition
versus less. Furthermore when you have Replacement Cost coverage on your dwelling you
should have an additional limit or cushion available should you need more than the dwelling

amount for a total rebuild of your home. Replacement Cost for Personal Property â€” Without
this coverage claims would be settled on a depreciated value basis. Most people do not want to
buy used personal items or shop at Good Will. If you want new for old then you will need this
coverage. Water Back-Up coverage â€” a homeowners policy does not include coverage for the
back-up and overflow of drains inside your home without adding this coverage to the policy.
Any drainage systems inside your home can back-up and overflow causing damage to not only
the interior of your home but also to personal items. Personal Injury â€” While many of us
would not purposely attack another person you could be potentially accused or sued for it. This
coverage may include slander, libel, defamation of character, invasion of privacy, mental
anguish, assault, etc. Without this coverage you would be out of pocket for an attorney to
defend you whether the accusations were true or not. Identity Fraud â€” This type of event is so
common place today that we are almost immune when it is announced that there was data
breach. That being said such an event can be damaging to any one, with long term financial
consequences. This coverage is minimal cost and worth having. Service Line Coverage â€” Our
homes are connected to an infrastructure of water lines. There are some areas of Baltimore and
Maryland that are older and more susceptible to failure. A water line on your property that
collapses causing water to back flow into your home can damage not only the inside of your
home but personal items as well. The local community, city, and county will not fit the bill.
Ultimately the home owner will if this coverage is not added to your home policy. Equipment
Breakdown â€” Homeowners insurance is not a warranty program. If an internal appliance, such
as the HVAC system fails, the homeowners insurance will not pay to repair or replace the
system. Insurance companies have gotten wise to the issues that come with home ownership
and the cost of new appliances today. Without this valuable coverage you will be out of pocket
to repair or replace your appliances should they fail. Loss Assessment â€” It is very common
for communities to have homeowners associations. If a severe weather event were to occur and
damage portions of the community the by laws of the homeowners associations may allow
them to charge back to home owners in the community an amount to cover damages. Without
the appropriate amount of coverage you could be out of pocket thousands of dollars. This is
common in golf communities. Also for homes located in coastal areas, mountainous terrain, etc.
Some of these coverages are new and were created as a result of the changing times. Some of
these coverages have always been available but not used by agents. Regardless, as a home
owner you should be aware of the various options available and discuss with your insurance
agent on the best ways to protect your home. A good agent will not only review your current
policy for coverage gaps but discuss ways to fill those gaps. I am a stickler for good customer
service. We camp frequently and enjoy getting away from it all as much as possible. I recently
called an RV dealer and was not pleased. I called, yes someone answered on the first ring. I said
I am looking for a specific camper trailer. They immediately transferred me to rentals. At least
that is what the person who answered said. I hung up and called again. The same person
answered on the first ring. I said I am looking to purchase a specific camper trailer that I believe
you have in stock and I would like to see. They said they would put me on hold for a second. I
call a third time and the same person answers for the third time. I specifically say it is my third
time calling to look into seeing a specific camper trailer to buy. They said no one was available.
I was then transferred to the same voicemail again. I left a voicemail for someone 3 days ago.
The issue for me is I want a relationship with them because in reality if something goes wrong
before, during or after the purchase I want to know I will be taken care of. The RV will need to be
serviced at some point and there is a chance for warranty issues. Heck no! I live and breathe the
insurance industry. I read articles, listen to podcasts and totally geek out reading policy forms
all for the love of my clients. From the first interaction to every interaction I want them to know
that I am there, lurking in the background, in a not so creepy sort of way. I will call them if they
leave me a voicemail. I will respond to an email if they have a question. I want them to feel a
human on the other end of their phone, tablet, or computer. Now can you be sure you will get
that if you are getting quotes for insurance online? How do you know you are being taken care
if you are chatting with a chat bot? Have you ever done a chat session with a provider when you
are already upset with them cause there is a problem? It just makes you want to scream. I know.
I have done it. If you want to purchase your insurance in a more digital space, awesome,
amazing. I am right there with you. However there are plenty of independent insurance agents
that are living, breathing, human beings providing digital tools and resources to their clients
that are just dying to build a living, breathing, human relationship with you. They want to talk
about your family, your career, your hobbies and really build an insurance program just for you.
Something special and individualized. They are not in the business of signature stamping the
same policy over and over again for every person walking in the door. If you are looking for
insurance then Google independent insurance agent in your local area and I can guarantee you

there will be at least one right around the corner. They are not all the same so you should
certainly call around and see if they put you on hold or drop you into voicemail when you are
ready to buy but I beg you not to Google insurance and go with the first advertisement that
promises you the cheapest rates in town. Cheap is not necessarily a good thing and when the
cheap policy leaves you stranded on the side of the road you will wish you were on a first name
basis with your insurance agent and could just call and talk through your frustration. So call
your local independent insurance agent today and build a relationship that you can count on!
There is one part of the claim that is not covered but I feel is absolutely necessaryâ€¦ Fight for
your claim! Lately I have had a bad run of insurance claims and bad claims experiences. For
that reason I feel the last step for a new claim should be to fight. If you do not feel you are being
treated fairly. If you do not feel you are being put back to where you were before the claim. Then
fight! Do not let your claim just run its course without questioning each aspect of the claim. You
also are not required to get more than one estimate for the necessary repairs, and estimates
should be free. You should not accept less than what you paid for. Knowing what is included in
your policy and understanding how the policy should perform is important during the claim
process. An insurance agent is a huge resource for this. You are not required to use the
preferred or recommended body shop from your insurance company. They may not know the
intricacies of your vehicle. Also have an excellent mechanic that you know, like, and trust if
there are issues with your vehicle during and after the claim, you may want your mechanic to be
involved. They may even waive your deductibles if they are able to get the other insurance
company to accept fault for the claim. I have been involved with hundreds of claims and
appreciate the knowledge I gain from each any every claim. However, I believe everyone should
be treated fairly, that the claim process should be stress free, and you should be put back the
way you were before the claim. This is what I want for everyone. My role is not to just to sell an
insurance policy, my job is to advocate on your behalf to make sure you are treated right and
are happy at the end of the day. This goes for the policy and claims. This is not a bash on
insurance companies or the insurance industry. Insurance companies due wonderful things for
their policyholders they are giving premium refunds to their policyholders right now , and there
are absolutely wonderful claim adjusters out there. I have spoken to many of them. If I am
frustrated then I know I am not alone with that complaint. You should not go with the flow. Your
home, your vehicle, your business is an asset. It is an investment. It is an investment in you.
Take control of your claim and fight! I was recently diagnosed with a difficult form of eczema
but had convinced myself after Googling my symptoms that I had skin cancer. After hemming
and hawing I decided to put on my big girl pants and talk to a professional â€” my
dermatologist. She quickly settled my nerves and told me that greasy lotion was my new best
friend and that feeling like a greased pig was a new way of life now. Only an professional can do
that. The rest use other methods, such as insurance agents or insurance company call centers.
Those are some scary statistics from my perspective. I know asking for help is difficult
sometimes. My husband easily comes to mind when it comes to asking for help, asking for
directions, or visiting a doctor. There is a reason there are doctors and there is a reason why
there are Insurance Agents. You may think by Googling and searching through a couple options
that you have the right insurance. You are not paying extra money by using an Insurance Agent.
You are asking for some one to build a relationship and trust with you. You are asking for an
Insurance Agent to help you insure your home and auto adequately and to educate you about
what is available to you. You will be glad you have some one to call if and when something
happens. Insurance is complicated as I have said before. There is sometimes confusion as to
what type of policy you may need. There are a variety of policies out there and only a Insurance
Agent can help you navigate to the right insurance program for you. Typically a business has a
few characteristics that leads to commercial policies. If you tick any of these items then you will
be looking at a variety of commercial policies such as the following:. In the case of personal,
assets are owned by an individual or a married couple. They do not have employees or clients.
In some situations there may be a business entity but this will be scrutinized by the insurance
company. There may also be a situation where a home owner rents out their home to others for
money but this will also be reviewed by the insurance company for acceptability. Personal
Insurance includes the following types of policies:. Sometimes you will find cross over between
personal and commercial policies but only an Insurance Agent can guide you to the right policy
for what you are trying to accomplish. Take for example the individual that came to me in need
of a home insurance policy for their home that also housed a reptile rescue sanctuary with
employees. Apparently this did not come up in conversation with the prior agent and the
insurance company was now cancelling the policy. This does not fit the typical profile of a home
owners insurance policy and therefore was forced to purchase a commercial program. There is
also the case of an individual purchasing a vehicle in the name of a LLC which they also use the

for personal reasons. Based on the insurance companies review of the occupation of the driver
and the business exposure it did not qualify for a personal auto policy and was instead covered
by commercial auto insurance policy. Insurance as a whole is not black and white. It is not one
size fits all. Each situation is unique and policies are placed on a case by case basis. Keep in
mind your Insurance Agent is your front line person to place a policy that will respond the way
you need it to at the time of a claim. Only they can help you find the best policy for your
situation. For 20 years I worked tirelessly for insurance agencies receiving little appreciation for
my contribution to the agency or the industry. I dazzled their clients and bonded with their
prospects like no insurance agent could. I aspired to continue to grow, improve, and give back
while insurance agencies were unwilling to create necessary change within the agency and the
industry. A year ago I struck out on my own to create an insurance agency different from others.
An agency that challenges how people view insurance; as a commodity, as a necessary evil, as
a conspiracy. Below is why Avant-Garde Insurance Advisors is not an insurance agent. If you
want more than an insurance agent, if you want more than an insurance transaction, if you want
something different start working with an Insurance Advisor at Avant-Garde Insurance Advisors
today! Tomorrow is officially Halloween Many kids are eagerly awaiting this big day. In
preparation below are some tips for keeping the holiday fun and safe. The photos above are my
minions over the years. I am excited to capture an image of them for my collection tomorrow.
Stay tuned! Information is power; Knowledge is the application of power; Don't be powerless
Skip to content In January I asked my LinkedIn and Facebook audiences to guess the number of
insurance policies an individual should have? These policies include: Auto Insurance â€” Auto
insurance is typically the first policy we all purchase, for the first car we ever own. Start the
quoting process early. Once your offer has been accepted you should start obtaining home
quotes. If you are working with an independent agent, they will have several insurance
companies to quote, and the quotes may need to be reviewed by an insurance company
underwriter for approval. Delaying the purchase of home insurance could delay the purchase of
your home. You will want to get quotes from a few insurance companies. This is where an
independent insurance agent can be beneficial to you. Three insurance company quotes are
plenty to compare, more than that will cause confusion. You should also quote your auto
insurance at the same time. The auto insurance company you are with before you buy your
home may not be the most competitive where your new home is now located. You should aim to
put your auto and home insurance with the same insurance company to maximize the multiple
policy credit offered for having your home and auto insurance with the same insurance
company. The market value also includes the land the home sits on which is not covered by
home insurance. This is your out of pocket should you have a covered claim. It may be wise to
have an emergency fund available to cover the cost of your home deductible should a claim
arise. An insurance inspection may be performed on the exterior of the home after purchase to
confirm there are no insurance issues with the home. This includes the home being occupied
and in good repair. They will look to make sure the roof and siding are in good repair, trees are
trimmed back and healthy, as well as stairs and decks have railing. The inspection could reveal
an issue with the home which will need to be addressed in order to continue the home
insurance. Insurance companies in general do not like swimming pools, as they pose an
increased liability risk. If there is a swimming pool at the home, you will need to confirm if the
pool is above ground or below ground. Many insurance companies do not like trampolines as
they as pose an increased liability risk. The home may not be eligible for coverage with several
insurance companies due to the trampoline and may need to be removed to obtain a policy. It is
best to reveal if you have a dog, exotic pet, or other dangerous animal to your insurance agent
when requesting a home quote. Some insurance companies will not approve a policy where a
specific dog breed exists. If there are prior claims, the insurance company will want details as to
what transpired. As the new home owner you may also want to know what claims occurred at
the home. However, there are several additional coverages which can be added to the policy.
Read this blog post to learn more about these coverage options. Water is the 1 cause of loss
across the country. You will experience at least one water loss in your home ownership lifetime.
There are 3 water coverages that you should consider for your home. Watch this video to learn
more about these valuable coverages. Bonus Coverages: Loss Assessment â€” It is very
common for communities to have homeowners associations. When it comes to insurance
claims there a few simple steps to followâ€¦ Get to safety. Move your vehicle out of the flow of
traffic. Confirm everyone is okay and call if medical attention is needed. Call police if anyone is
hurt, a party flees the scene, or you are uncomfortable with the situation. Determine drivability
of vehicles. Call for a tow truck if necessary. Exchange insurance, vehicle, and driver info. For
the claim. Do not admit fault for the incident. Report the claim once you arrive home safely. Here
are a few of my own personal claim experiencesâ€¦ A claim adjustor attempted to electronically

transfer funds to my personal bank account to have a new roof put on by a contractor selected
by the claim adjustor. A contractor I did not know or had even heard of before. I had to get three
estimates from three other contractors due to a discrepancy in cost. A claim adjustor declining
to accept a claim for their policyholder that was drinking and driving and struck my parked,
unoccupied vehicle in the middle of night, which was confirmed by a police report. I will
challenge the thought that insurance is a commodity every day. Insurance is not a one size fits
all. Every policy is different. Each insurance company has its own appetite for the preferred
policyholder. I will continue to learn about insurance every day. Not because the state of
Maryland says I must but because I want to give you the most up to date information that is
available to me. Yes, continuing education sucks but it is a necessary evil in order to give you
my best. The insurance industry constantly changes, and I want to be at the forefront on behalf
of my clients. I will share with you my insurance knowledge. I am not a gatekeeper of insurance
knowledge but I do live and breathe insurance each day and I want to help you better
understand insurance so you can make a more informed insurance decision. I will provide
consistent oversight over your account and make you aware as soon as possible of issues or
concerns. I will also provide you options on how to handle your insurance needs. I will steward
your account as if it were my own. I will advocate on your behalf with the insurance company to
treat you fairly. The insurance company needs to make a profit. You need to maintain your
livelihood. I will communicate the timeline for completing your request and I will stick to it.
Insurance does not happen at the push of a button â€” if done right. I will be honest with you. If I
make a mistake, I will tell you. I will also tell you how I am working to correct it. I am only
human, but I value you as a person. I will tell you how it is and not sugar coat if you are
jeopardizing your insurance future. It is not in your best interest or my best interest if we are not
open with each other. I will not bend rules or lie to another party for a client. I cannot in good
conscious jeopardize my livelihood or my family for another person. I will not offer you the
cheapest insurance program just to beat your current insurance program. Any one can offer
you a cheaper policy by cutting coverage or not give you all the information. My job is to give
you the best coverage for you. I will work to earn your business every day. Insurance is a
relationship business, not a sales business. Tell me about your work, your spouse, your kids,
your hobbies. I want to know who you are. Page 1 Page 2 â€¦ Page 4 Next page. Avant-Garde
Insurance Advisors Call for a review today! The Insurance Specialist Information is power;
Knowledge is the application of power; Don't be powerless Beyond Insurance Transform your
agency into a more profitable and successful business model. Insurance Divas Life dramas and
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American actor who appeared in a couple of Elvis Presley movies. However, the actor gained
fame for a long series of popular automobile TV commercials and ad prints for Dodge. In the
mids, Pamela gained much recognition after her appearance in Dodge commercials. In the ads,
she appeared as a damsel in distress who was menaced by sharks, falling from a drawbridge, a
roof, etc. Pamela Austin was born in Omaha in Nebraska and she spent a part of her childhoo
2008 nissan altima aftermarket stereo
1999 aurora oldsmobile
2003 chevy malibu classic
d in Europe. Austin studied at Sacramento State College where she pursued a dance course. In
the year , Pamela debuted in Hollywood with the film Blue Hawaii. She shared the screen with
Elvis Presley and the film was directed by Norman Taurog. The actor then went on to star in The
Chapman Report , which released in the year and was directed by George Cukor. The
Dressmaker became the final film Pamela ever did. Pamela Austin has also worked in numerous
TV series. The actor debuted on the small screen with the show Surfside 6, which premiered in
the year Pamela has also been in Columbo: Blueprint for Murder and Screenplay , both of the
shows premiered in and respectively. The Screenplay became the final TV series of her career.
Now follow your favourite television celebs and telly updates. Republic World is your one-stop
destination for trending Bollywood news. Tune in today to stay updated with all the latest news
and headlines from the world of entertainment. The Debate. Breaking News.

