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Island Sound pretty much in your backyard, boats and boating come naturally. And those early
years can stamp a person as a boater for life. An outboard Starcraft followed, and the year-old
nuclear plant worker has been a water rat ever since. Fuller has had a small fleet over the years,
from the outboard runabouts of his youth to a foot Rinker that he used as a family weekender
and for short cruises. In , he found what he was looking for in a Maxum SCR, a roomy midcabin
express cruiser that was popular in the late s and early s. It was in good condition and powered
by the original hp MerCruiser sterndrives. The layout below provides three sleeping areas, with
overhead hatches for light and ventilation. The galley came with all of the basic gear, and there
were some nice touches â€” air conditioning and a hot-water shower on the swim platform
among them. Greenport, New York, is a favorite destination. You bring them back to the boat,
ice them down and sit on the swim platform slurping down clams and sipping beer. This
season, the cruising should be even better. Fuller repowered the year-old boat, replacing the
original MerCruisers with remanufactured 5. The engines were delivered to me on pallets. I have
a friend with a crane; we picked them up, dropped them right in and hooked them up. There
were other upgrades for the boat, and there are more to come. On the to-do list: replacing cabin
carpet with a wood sole and adding a generator. The time, effort and expense are worth it, Fuller
says. He can be out on the water in no time for a sunset cruise with friends or off for a weeklong
trip to Newport, Rhode Island. Owners apparently agreed. The layout is unusual, with its three
sleeping areas. The head compartment, set to starboard at the companionway, is equipped with
a marine head and a sink with hot and cold pressure water. The sink faucet doubles as the
shower head, which can be hung on a hook or hand-held. The open galley is across the way to
port. The two-burner stove and microwave provide for basic cooking needs. Steps lead up to
the large, comfortable bridge area, which can be fully enclosed. The helm station is to
starboard, with a burl-wood wheel, a single helm seat, dual controls and a molded instrument
panel. The swept-back windscreen has a center walkthrough. Abaft the helm is a C-shaped
lounge with room for a removable cocktail table. The integral swim platform has a compartment
with a hot and cold shower. Boatbuilding giant Brunswick Corp. Brunswick discontinued the
Maxum line in August as part of its cost-cutting initiatives during the Great Recession. The
Maxum Owners Club provides a forum for current boat owners maxumownersclub. The SCR
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