Honda main relay

Automobile designers regulate high current devices or systems, such as the starter or fuel
system, with a smaller amount of current controlled through a series of relays or switches. In
Honda Accords manufactured between and , the main relay serves as the "middle man" helping
other devices to control the ignition and fuel system. If your Accord won't start, then you may
have a damaged or broken main relay. Verify that the problem doesn't stem from the fuel pump,
ignition or any other source. Disconnect the battery and find the main relay. Typically, the main
relay on a Honda Accord rests behind the dashboard to the right or left of the steering while
with accessibility up under the dashboard or behind the steering column access or dash panel.
Pull the main relay from its location. You may need to push aside wires or devices or remove
devices, such as the cruise control box, that block the main relay. Use your ratchet or wrench to
remove any nuts and bolts ratchet counterclockwise attached to a device to expose the main
relay or any that hold the main relay in place. Unplug the Honda Accord's relay from the main
relay socket, which is the base connected to the wiring. Keep in mind that the socket attaches
to the relay via a tab that locks the relay to the socket. Without touching any of the wires, push
in the tab to release the relay or use a pocketknife to pop the relay from the socket base. Pop
the new relay firmly into place by gently gripping the relay socket base and pushing the relay
into it without touching the socket wiring or the solder components of the relay. Damage to the
wiring's connection to the socket or to the solder can occur if either come in contact with your
hands. Also, keep in mind that your new relay must fit snugly within the socket as a loose relay
can overheat or cause melting of the outer casing when current runs through it. Reverse the
steps you took to remove the relay. Remember to not only securely tighten all nuts and bolts,
but to also tape together with your electrical tape any loose or hanging wires. This article was
written by a professional writer, copy edited and fact checked through a multi-point auditing
system, in efforts to ensure our readers only receive the best information. To submit your
questions or ideas, or to simply learn more, see our about us page: link below. Step 1 Verify that
the problem doesn't stem from the fuel pump, ignition or any other source. Step 2 Disconnect
the battery and find the main relay. Step 3 Pull the main relay from its location. Step 4 Unplug
the Honda Accord's relay from the main relay socket, which is the base connected to the wiring.
Step 5 Pop the new relay firmly into place by gently gripping the relay socket base and pushing
the relay into it without touching the socket wiring or the solder components of the relay. Step 6
Reverse the steps you took to remove the relay. Reconnect the battery. Start your car to confirm
that your new relay works. Tips Purchase a "workshop" manual through your dealer or online if
your manufacturer's manual didn't include a full wiring schematic, diagram or picture showing
the location of the wiring, the flow of current and switch direction placement within the Honda
Accord. Check your old relay's solder for microscopic cracks with a magnifying glass. Often a
relay stops working because a soldered joint has cracked causing resistance in the relay and a
voltage drop. Symptoms of cracked solder include motor overheating or a relay that feels hot
when touched. By resoldering cracked or worn areas, you can restore a non-working relay and
avoid purchasing new parts. Manual or wiring diagram Ratchet kit or wrench Pocket knife Main
relay replacement or kit Electrical tape Magnifying glass optional Soldering tools optional.
Never work on the electrical system without disconnecting the battery first. Live wires or
electrical surges can cause burns, melt plastic or damage wiring and parts. From time to time,
vehicles can experience a wide range of electrical issuesâ€”even those that are reliable, like
Hondas. One of those problems can involve the main relay. Fortunately, you might not have to
rush off to a mechanic to check the relay in your Honda. You can do it yourself by following
some simple steps. Just about every vehicle on the road today includes automotive relays.
These components are basically switches that open and close a circuit by electromechanical or
electronic means. These parts are vital to ensure proper electrical functionâ€”not to mention
safetyâ€”in a vehicle. For example, if you plugged your headlights directly into a headlight
switch, you may surpass the amperage rating and cause an electrical fire. Relays can also
switch multiple things on simultaneously while using one output, allowing, for instance, you to
turn on your car's radio at the same time the antenna extends. The main relay in a vehicle
controls the fuel pump and supplies power to the injectors. Knowing how to test a Honda main
relay can help you better pinpoint the cause when an electrical issue arises. There's a pretty
simple way to tell if your main relay is affected. Simply turn on the vehicle and see if it
continues to run. If so, the main relay is okay. Should the engine shut off, the main relay could
be impacted. If you suspect you have a bad main relay in your Honda, you should perform the
following test to be sure. It can save you time, money, and aggravation, as most parts suppliers
don't take returns on electrical components. This is why it's important to avoid buying a part
you don't need. If your Honda is suffering from hot start problems that affect cranking, this
diagnostic test might be helpful, too. Consider printing it out to help you while you're testing the
relay. Here's how to do it:. Matthew Wright. Matthew Wright has been a freelance writer and

editor for over 10 years and an automotive repair professional for three decades specializing in
European vintage vehicles. Updated November 03, The main relay of an automobile is
undoubtedly one of the most important and essential components of a car. So it is safe to say
that your car will not go anywhere without the main relay. The main relay is designed to last a
lifetime, but since it is an electromagnetic component, it may eventually fail. It can be difficult
for an ordinary car owner to diagnose such problems, but there are still a few basic things that
owners and drivers can check to rule out common problems. As mentioned above, the main
relay controls the fuel system. If the relay is faulty, it will not provide the power the fuel system
needs, and if the vehicle is not receiving fuel, it will not start. Although there may be countless
other, much more common factors that prevent the engine from starting, there may be times
when the main relay proves to be the problem. Unfortunately, this is not an easy diagnosis and
it can take some time to get to the relay. It is better to consult a mechanic for this task. If you
own a scanner and know how to use it, you can search for the code. If your car does this, it
could indicate that the relay sometimes works temporarily and fails at other times. This requires
that you take care of the problem as soon as possible, as you might be stranded somewhere
without a mechanic nearby, so it is better to see a mechanic if you notice this symptom. If you
notice this, it is caused by the heat which moves the solder joints on the relay and ruins the
circuit path. This is a recurring problem that must be solved immediately, as it can further
damage the main relay if it is not checked in time. There are a few things you can do to perform
a surface diagnosis of the main relay that does not require any technical knowledge. This way
you can determine if the main relay of your car is defective or has failed completely. Likewise, it
is unlikely that the main relay has become defective if a car refuses to start, but it is not
impossible. To narrow down the exact problem, professional help is needed, as complex
electrical systems can only be checked by certified mechanics with electrical knowledge and
experience. A small mistake could render one of the most important electrical parts of a car
unusable, so additional precautions are absolutely necessary. Diagnosing a faulty main relay
can be difficult because many factors must be taken into account when the problem of the car
not starting occurs. From fuel and air to the fuel pump and spark plugs, any one of these things
can interfere with the normal operation of a car. If you are familiar with basic car knowledge,
you can self-diagnose your car to a certain point until you find the problem. If you turn the key
in 3 steps, the main relay clicks 3 times on different key positions. To check if the relay works
on all levels of the key, place your hand on the relay and turn the key one level. You should hear
a click. This only unlocks the ignition. Turning the key again should turn on the electrical
systems. The relay should give another click at this stage. Finally, the last stage starts the car,
and the relay should also give a click. If the relay does not click at any point, there could be a
problem. Sometimes tapping the relay causes it to function temporarily. If tapping the main
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relay causes the vehicle to start, the main relay is defective and must be repaired or replaced.
Replacing the relay is not very difficult, but the repair requires electrical expertise. If you are not
able to get your car going after checking all the basic things, the main relay is probably
defective or there is an electrical problem that could have fried the main relay. To save the cost,
you can also do the replacement at home. I have been working with cars for 10 years,
specialized in diagnostics and troubleshooting. I created this blog because I was tired of finding
false information on the web while looking for repair information. I hope you enjoy my content!
It controls the computers and the entire fuel system of your car. Contents show. Signs of a Bad
Main Relay 1. Check engine light is lit. The car dies immediately after starting. The car fails to
start when the interior has gotten hot. What is the Main Relay? Tap the relay. Main Relay
Replacement Cost. Search This Site Search.

