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vs. Bad Battery The battery, on the other hand, supplies electrical energy to your car when the
engine is off. Also, the battery provides the current needed to energize the starter, which then
cranks the engine to get it running. Automotive professionals break down no-start situations
into two separate categories: crank-no-start and no-crank-no-start. The alternator accomplishes
these tasks through electromagnetic inductionâ€”a phenomenon that generates electrical
current from a magnetic field. P Code: System Voltage Low All electrical components in your
car need a power source in order to work. When the engine is off, the battery is responsible for
supplying the car with the electrical current it needs to power certain functions. Why are My
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Accessibility Statement. Here is a quick and easy picture guide for replacing the alternator in a
Honda Accord including troubleshooting steps. The alternator is quite easy to replace in an
Accord, and should take no longer than 1 hr, and likely less! Note: PracticalMechanic. If you buy
through links on our site, we may earn an affiliate commission â€” at no cost to you. Thank you
for your support! I am going to describe in detail the failure mode of the alternator in my Honda
Accord, in the hopes that knowing how mine failed and the warning signs may help someone
else out there with the same problems. It was not immediately obvious that the problem was the
alternator for me, so I want to let you know what diagnostic steps I did and ultimately what
convinced me that the problem was the alternator. The first set of issues that indicated that
there was a problem happened while driving at highway speeds. Items on the dashboard started
to act sporadically:. Again, all of those things happened while driving. There was no discernible
indication from the engine that there was a problem. I pulled over, put the vehicle in park, and
took the following image. After turning the vehicle off for about 1 hour, it started fine, and I was
able to drive it home. It did not exhibit any of the issues on this short 10 minute drive. No steps
were taken at this time to resolve the problem. Another time driving it, the vehicle sputtered
around 35 mph or so while accelerating, and the check engine light came on and gave a P error
code indicative of a leaking VTEC solenoid , and the ABS lights came on again, and the
speedometer failed. I later determined that the P error code occurred because the VTEC
solenoid was not getting sufficient power due to a failing alternator. The car was driven several
more times, and each time it would intermittently exhibit the electrical issues on the dashboard
but no check engine light. Sometimes revving the accelerator would cause the dash lights and
speedometer to work again temporarily. As a diagnostic step, I checked the battery voltage with
the vehicle idling. The voltage was only This was a good clue that the alternator was going bad,
but it is important to stress that other things could also cause problems like this, so the
following list of items should be checked before replacing the alternator. A good clue was the
following. However, in my case, the battery light did NOT come on during that time, either. This
suggested to me that there was some sort of issue with the charging system. The following
items were checked before replacing the alternator, and I recommend you check these as well if
you are seeing similar problems. Other possible issues that it could have been but I did not
check. I include these for purposes of completeness in case someone else has this problem:.
Ultimately the clues pointed toward a failing alternator, so I decided to replace it. The cost of a
new alternator is only slightly more than a good car battery these days, and the installation is
very straightforward. The alternator is actually pretty easy to replace on a Honda Accord, so this
can be done in about 1 hr. This is the alternator model I purchased off of Amazon:. The first
thing to do is disconnect the negative first and positive second battery cables. Push the
connectors out of the way so that they do not inadvertently come into contact with the battery
while you are working. The next step is to remove the serpentine belt. Use a 14mm wrench with
a handle extension or a serpentine belt removal tool to relax the tension on the tensioner pulley,
as shown. Check out my previous article for detailed instructions on removing the serpentine
belt. Pull back the rubber boot on the battery cable to the alternator then use a 10mm wrench to
remove the nut. Next, use a needle-nose pliers to compress the plastic clip holding the electrical
bundle to the side of the alternator, then press it through the hole. If it breaks it is not a big deal,
you can use a zip-tie to secure to the new alternator later on. Use a 12mm socket to remove the
2 bottom mounting bolts from the alternator. I found that an extended length socket worked well
for getting the bottom 2 bolts. Remove the bottom 2 mounting bolts completely and put them in

a safe place, these bolts will be re-used. Now the alternator should be loose and ready to come
out. It is a bit of a tight fit, but not too bad. Press the clip on the fan electrical connector to
disconnect it from the fan shroud and move it out of the way temporarily. Lift up on the power
steering fluid reservoir to un-seat it from its clip, and gently push it aside. We are now ready to
install the new alternator. Fit it into the vehicle in the same orientation that you took the old one
out. Helpful Tip: It works best to connect the power cable to the alternator now, before the 3
mounting bolts. Put the battery cable onto the post and secure the 10mm nut with 6 ft-lbs of
torque which is to say, not very much. The longer one goes on top. Install that one first. Then
put in and tighten the bottom two 12mm mounting bolts. Tighten all alternator mounting bolts to
16 ft-lbs using a torque wrench. It is recommended to replace your serpentine belt at the same
time as the alternator. Serpentine Belt Model 7PK Read this article on PracticalMechanic. I
recommend routing the serpentine belt over all the pulleys except for the idler pulley, like
shown below. Use the 14mm wrench and handle extension cheater bar to pull the tensioner
pulley toward the front of the car. At the same time, slip the serpentine belt over the idler pulley.
Release the tensioner. Verify that the serpentine belt is properly seated on all of the pulleys. The
new alternator is now installed! Reconnect the battery cables. Start with the positive cable first,
then finally, the negative battery cable. After starting the vehicle and letting it idle, the alternator
was delivering This means that it is working properly. After starting the vehicle, the battery light
turns off. Another verification that the alternator is working correctly. Rough Idle, What Gives?
There is one more thing that is important to noteâ€¦. For this reason, you may notice that the car
runs rough, or even threatens to quit when it is idling, or when you stop at a stoplight. This is
normal. The vehicle needs to re-learn the proper idle settings. Let the car run at idle for about 15
minutes. It is re-learning the idle settings. After that, you can turn off the vehicle and drive it as
normal. It may take up to a week or two for the computer to fully re-learn the RPM settings and
start sounding normal again. I hope this article helped you! If it did, please shoot me a comment
below, I appreciate all feedback! Like Like. You are commenting using your WordPress. You are
commenting using your Google account. You are commenting using your Twitter account. You
are commenting using your Facebook account. Notify me of new comments via email. Notify me
of new posts via email. Search for: Search. Alternator Problem Description I am going to
describe in detail the failure mode of the alternator in my Honda Accord, in the hopes that
knowing how mine failed and the warning signs may help someone else out there with the same
problems. Items on the dashboard started to act sporadically: The speedometer stopped
working and went to zero even though going 55 mph. The ABS light on the dash came on.
Diagnostic Items to Check Since the problem was intermittent, a loose battery cable or bad
grounding was suspected. The battery cables were loose the positive one ended up cracking so
the battery clamps were replaced with a much more robust clamp. The voltages between the
battery, ground, and positive terminal lug on the alternator were checked to verify good
connections. Wiggle and re-seat the electric plug to the alternator. Check the connections from
the battery to the fuse box under the hood are tight large Phillips screws. Check all the fuses.
Pay special attention to the amp fuse in the fuse box as well as fuses 5, 7, 10, and 15 under the
dash. Sometimes just removing the fuse and putting it back in if okay has resolved the issue for
some. Verify anti-freeze level is okay. If low, this has been known to cause issues with the ABS
light coming on intermittently. It has been said that if an alternator is bad or cannot provide
sufficient voltage, electrical components will begin to fail, roughly in order of importance.
Things like dashboard lights, radio, even the speedometer are of less importance that other
things in the vehicle, therefore those may fail first. Additional Diagnostic Items to Check Other
possible issues that it could have been but I did not check. I include these for purposes of
completeness in case someone else has this problem: Bad ABS relay or main relay found inside
the fuse box. The O2 sensor wires can sometimes short out against a metal part underneath the
vehicle causing intermittent electrical issues. Spark plug wires old or cracked, consider
replacing. Spark plugs old or cracked, consider replacing. This is the alternator model I
purchased off of Amazon: When you get the new alternator, verify that the connections are the
same as the existing one. Also verify the plug slots. Slide the belt off of the power steering
pulley, then release the tension. Press the clip on the electrical plug to the alternator and
carefully pull it off. Take care not to drop the 10mm nut, as it is easy to do. The alternator is held
on by 3 bolts, one on the top and 2 on the bottom. After the bottom 2 bots are removed, remove
the top 12mm mounting bolt. Fanagle the old alternator out. Compare the old and new
alternators and confirm the mounting holes and connectors look the same. Move the alternator
into position and put in the top mounting bolt. Get it started by hand. Connect the electrical
plug. Press it on until it clicks into place. Re-connect the fan electrical plug to its holder. Press
the power steering reservoir back into its clip. The following procedure will help your car
re-learn its RPM settings. Like this: Like Loading Leave a Reply Cancel reply Enter your
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appreciate the highly engineered quality of DB Electrical alternators for flawless mechanical
performance and longevity. Honda is recognized for being the first Japanese automaker to
introduce a luxury brand with Acura. Check our applications table below for specific makes and
models for this alternator. DB Electrical delivers exceptional value for products that we stand
behind with our total-confidence 1-year warranty. Yes, you have a full year to make sure your
alternator meets your expectations. Customers keep returning because we keep delivering total
satisfaction. Our key to success is selling parts that fit and perform like the originals. It's why
so many mechanics make us their top choice. Current Stock:. Quantity: Decrease Quantity:
Increase Quantity:. Engineer-Tested Excellence â€” Our alternators go through a rigorous
testing program to ensure optimal performance. Most alternators are supplied with their final
test results and performance curve. Reasons to choose DB Electrical for your next alternator:
Built to Take the Heat â€” Most DB Electrical alternators offer high-temperature epoxy,
heavy-duty rectifiers, high-quality regulators, top-quality bearings and high-temperature grease
produce better charging and longer life under high-heat environments. Brand New Alternator
â€” Never settle for a secondhand refurbished one. Non and International at checkout or call
Customer Reviews. Keeping customers satisfied for over 35 years. Find The Right Part Use our
advanced part finder or search by part number to find your part. S states. Expert Advice Need
help choosing your part? Please contact us for help. Domestic 48 Contiguous States. UPS
Ground - Delivery in 2 to 6 business days. Your question might be answered by sellers,
manufacturers, or customers who bought this product. Please make sure that you are posting in
the form of a question. Please enter a question. Alternator For Honda Accord 3. Our engineers
work in close partnership with leading factories to develop electrical components that perform
and fit our customers needs. Located in Kingsport, Tennessee, the people of DB Electrical make
it their goal is to get your vehicle back on the road, field, trail or water. DB Electrical makes
alternators that work better in the high-heat environments of engines. Uncompromising choices
in premium materials and craftsmanship add up to high performance. Choose a quality
alternator for flawless operation and long service life. From interstate highways to gravel
country roads and dirt trails, vehicles of all types are performing flawlessly thanks to quality
parts from DB Electrical. When you order from DB Electrical, you can rest assured that you have
electrical products that are top quality. DB Electrical keeps parts stocked so they are ready to
ship when you place an order, getting you up and running all the sooner. A team of dedicated
warehouse associates can often go to work to pack and ship your order on the day you place it.
Top quality and cost savings always add up to a winning combination with every DB Electrical
alternator you buy. DB Electrical works closely with factories in the design of its parts, never
simply buying excess inventory in the marketplace like some sellers do. DB Electrical engineers
set high expectations for factories. This partnership produces an alternator worthy of the DB
Electrical name. Skip to main content. You can return the item for any reason in new and
unused condition: no shipping charges Learn more about free returns. How to return the item?
Go to your orders and start the return Select the return method Ship it! Fastest delivery:
Saturday, Feb 27 Order within 1 hr and 58 mins Details. Only 1 left in stock - order soon. Add to
Cart. Secure transaction. Your transaction is secure. We work hard to protect your security and
privacy. Our payment security system encrypts your information during transmission. Learn
more. Ships from Amazon. Ships from. Sold by. Include Add a Protection Plan:. Plan starts on
the date of purchase. Product breakdowns and malfunctions are covered after manufacturer's
warranty. No additional costs for repairs - parts, labor, and shipping are all included. Cancel
anytime, full refund in the first 30 days. Allstate Protection Plans serviced by SquareTrade, an
Allstate company are only valid for new or Amazon certified refurbished products purchased at
Amazon in the last 30 days. Add No Thanks. Coverage for mechanical breakdowns begins after
the manufacturer's warranty expires. Fully transferable if bought as a gift. Not valid on auto
parts purchased for commercial use. Visit assurantclaims. To cancel, visit "Your Orders" on
Amazon. Add a gift receipt for easy returns. Visit the DB Electrical Store. This fits your.
Frequently bought together. Add both to Cart Add both to List. One of these items ships sooner
than the other. Show details. Ships from and sold by Amazon. FREE Shipping. Customers who
viewed this item also viewed. Page 1 of 1 Start over Page 1 of 1. Previous page. Remy New
Alternator. Denso Remanufactured Super Class Alternator. Next page. Featured items you may
like. Compare with similar items. Register a free business account. Have a question? There was
a problem completing your request. Please try your search again later. Product information
Technical Details. Click here to make a request to customer service. Would you like to tell us
about a lower price? From the manufacturer. DB Electrical Alternators Small details make a big

difference in performance DB Electrical makes alternators that work better in the high-heat
environments of engines. High-temperature epoxy and grease deliver superior heat resistance
Heavy-duty rectifiers and top-quality bearings extend service life Alternators are matched
against OE originals for performance True-fit design ensures perfect fitment with every
installation Most alternators come with final test results and performance curves. Proven to
Perform From interstate highways to gravel country roads and dirt trails, vehicles of all types
are performing flawlessly thanks to quality parts from DB Electrical. Fast Delivery DB Electrical
keeps parts stocked so they are ready to ship when you place an order, getting you up and
running all the sooner. Production Partners DB Electrical works closely with factories in the
design of its parts, never simply buying excess inventory in the marketplace like some sellers
do. Customers who bought this item also bought. See questions and answers. Customer
reviews. How are ratings calculated? Instead, our system considers things like how recent a
review is and if the reviewer bought the item on Amazon. It also analyzes reviews to verify
trustworthiness. Customer images. See all customer images. Top reviews Most recent Top
reviews. Top reviews from the United States. There was a problem filtering reviews right now.
Please try again later. Verified Purchase. I have a Honda Accord V6 3. It was a VERY tight fit,
though, and challenging to squeeze into place. The only reason I gave it less than 5 stars is
because it's advertised as brand new but the box stated that it's remanufactured, as pictured. I
had even mentioned this discrepancy to the manufacturer but it appears they only read the first
couple sentences of what I sent to them and waved me off. I intend to keep it as it's still fairly
modestly priced even considering it's a remanufactured unit. Images in this review. The
alternator looks new and works great. The only issue I have is with the product being listed as
"New" but when received the box said "remanufactured". I have no idea if I have a new product
with new warranty or a remanufactured product with remanufactured warranty. One person
found this helpful. Works great on my Honda Accord V The alternator gone after only miles. Fit
perfect for my Honda Accord V6! See all reviews. Pages with related products. See and discover
other items: honda accord starter , Honda Accord Starters. There's a problem loading this menu
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