Fuel pump 2002 gmc sierra

One of the worst problems that can happen to a vehicle is a bad fuel pump. Without gas your
Sierra will not run at all. With that in mind, most of the symptoms of a bad fuel pump revolve
around the vehicle stalling out or not running at all. While being in the fuel tank makes the pump
more reliable, it also makes it a lot more difficult to get to. The good news is that fuel pumps are
inexpensive. The bad news is that they cost a lot in terms of labor to repair and replace. The
engine may throw a P trouble code. Any trouble codes that exist could be a clue. Sometimes
when there is low fuel pressure, you may also get an oxygen sensor related trouble code as
well. The real issue with diagnosing a bad fuel pump is that it resembles many other vehicular
issues in terms of symptoms. One of the most common signs that a fuel pump is going bad is a
whining sound. The whining sound can indicate that the fuel pump is going out before there are
any performance based issues. Keeping an open ear can save you from getting stuck
somewhere with a bad fuel pump. Typically, if you are heading up a hill or accelerating the
engine may start to feel like it is just running out of steam. Now, a bad fuel pump can also feel a
heck of a lot like a bad catalytic converter. Both conditions will make the motor feel like it is
running out of wind when you hit the gas. A bad catalytic converter will not feel as jarring. If you
are unsure, check out this article on troubleshooting catalytic converters. If you get P or P
trouble codes with a scanner, it very well may be the catalytic converter causing these
symptoms. One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel pump is going to be that the your Sierra
is difficult to start. A fuel pump that is going out is going to feel the same as a bad fuel filter.
This makes telling if you have a bad fuel pump vs bad fuel filter very challenging. How do you
tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will have high pressure on its input side and low pressure
on its output side. A bad fuel pump will have low pressure on both sides. They are both going to
cause the same hesitation at high speed and difficulty starting. The only way to truly tell is to
place a fuel pressure gauge on both sides of the line and get a reading from both. A priming fuel
pump sounds like a high-pitched whine for a few seconds and can be heard with a sharp engine
right after the ignition key is turned, but before the starter is engaged. The symptoms of a bad
fuel pump match a lot of other common problems that can occur in the GMC Sierra. Testing the
pump and pressure on each side of it are going to be the quickest ways to rule it out. If there is
anything you would like to add, please leave a comment below. Good luck! Challenges Starting
the Engine One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel pump is going to be that the your Sierra
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and costs. A fuel pressure test gauge can easily be connected to the fuel system to find out if
the fuel pump is bad or not. A fuel pump will generally fail in one of two ways. It'll either stop
working completely producing no fuel pressure and cause an engine no-start problem. Or the
fuel pump will begin to fail and function only enough to start the vehicle but the engine will not
run optimally. In this case, the fuel pump produces only enough fuel pressure to start the
engine but not enough to drive the vehicle on the road. These are the symptoms that you're
going to see when the fuel pump has failed or is starting to fail:. As I mentioned at the
beginning, testing the fuel pump simply involves connecting the fuel pressure test gauge to the
fuel system. The fuel pressure test gauge connects to the Schrader valve located on the fuel
injector rail passenger side of the intake manifold. NOTE: If you don't have a fuel pressure
tester, you can run down to your local auto parts store and buy one there. Flex fuel engines:
PSI. Have your helper crank the engine while you observe the needle on the fuel pressure tester
gauge. CASE 1: The fuel pressure is within the indicated specification. CASE 2: You got 0 psi
fuel pressure. This test result lets you know that the fuel pump is defective and is causing the
engine to not start. Before you replace the fuel pump, make sure that the fuel pump relay and

fuel pump fuse are supplying power to the fuel pump when the engine is being cranked. If
battery power is available to the fuel pump, when cranking the engine, then you can confidently
conclude that the fuel pump is defective and that it needs to be replaced. CASE 3: The fuel
pressure was below the indicated fuel pressure specification. This test result lets you know that
even though the fuel pump is supplying some fuel it's not supplying enough to have the engine
run optimally. P -What Does It Mean? All Tutorials: 4. I told her I was seeing a psychiatrist. Then
she told me the truth: that she was seeing a psychiatrist, two plumbers, and a bartender. This
material may not be reproduced without the author's consent. As an Amazon Associate, I may
earn a small commission from qualifying purchases from the Amazon product links from this
website. Your purchase helps support my work in bringing you real diagnostic testing
information to help you solve the problem on your vehicle. Page 1 Page 2. In this tutorial I'll
explain how to do it in a step-by-step way. Contents of this tutorial:. Applies To:. Chevrolet
Vehicles:. Do NOT follow this link or you will be banned from the site! Hate Spam. Power
origantes at small red wire off battery to fuse box. Was this answer helpful? If fuse is powered
then must be fault in wiring from fuse to relay Was this answer helpful? Do you. Hi ECMB 1
does power up relay are you using a volt meter to test voltage at fuse and across? Was this
answer. I used a test light because I didn't have a volt meter with me at the time. Need meter
tests light will light on little voltage and AMPS. If fuse is powered then must be fault in wiring
from fuse to relay Was this answer. Haven't had a chance to check with volt meter yeat, but just
out of curiosity, where is the pcm located? Underhood Was this answer. Ok, here's where I'm at.
Ended up taking the truck to GMC dealer. They diagnosed as a bad PCM. After doing that, it still
won't run. After the PCM swap, it is communicating, but now has no fuel pressure. Know this
will sound to simple but has the oil level switch in right side oil pan been checked? Story began
with oil pan gasket tehn no start Was this answer. No, it hasn't been checked. I have the truck
back from the dealer now. Didn't want to keep paying them to guess what was wrong. What's
the procedure for testing the oil level sensor? Please login or register to post a reply. No Power
Going To It. Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! Our mobile mechanics offer
services 7 days a week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified mobile mechanics can
come to your home or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. The pressure and output of
the pump are controlled by a regulator. Filtration of the fuel occurs either in the fuel tank using
a pickup screen or externally with a replaceable filter mounted in the fuel supply line. A high
quality, OEM fuel pump can last indefinitely. However, as with any electro-mechanical
component, a fuel pump will eventually degrade and fail. If it fails to produce adequate pressure
or completely quits operating, it will need to be replaced. This failed condition can sometimes
be preceded or accompanied by one or more of the following symptoms:. However, if the fuel
pump problem involves leaks of gasoline or vapors, it is unsafe to continue driving, and should
immediately be checked by a qualified mechanic. Estimate price near me. Service Location.
YourMechanic Benefits Online Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety
inspection. See availability. Fuel Pump Replacement Service What is the fuel pump and how
does it work? When to consider replacing the fuel pump? A failed fuel pump may prevent a car
from starting or stall it. Check engine light is on. Sometimes a fuel pump will fail slowly, and
that means the fuel pressure and volume slowly degrades. The lack of fuel may result in the
engine operating without enough fuel relative to the amount of air, causing the check engine
light to appear. Whirring noise from fuel tank. As a fuel pump fails, you may notice a whirring or
humming noise coming from the fuel tank area, toward the rear of the car. If the noise is from
the fuel pump, failure of the pump is often imminent and you should replace the fuel pump at
your earliest convenience. How do mechanics replace the fuel pump? Should the fuel pump be
faulty, it is removed from the tank through an access panel above the tank in the passenger
compartment. When no access panel exists, fuel is first drained from the tank and then the fuel
tank must be lowered from the vehicle to gain access to the pump. In all cases, fuel pump
supply and return hoses, as well as EVAP system hoses, and electrical connections to the
pump must be removed. Once the pump is out, any reusable brackets and pick up screens are
attached to the new pump, then the new pump is installed. If the fuel system uses an in-line
external filter, a filter is often replaced. All hoses and electrical connections are re-established.
Fuel is added to the tank and the engine is run to test for leaks. Is it safe to drive with a fuel
pump problem? When replacing the fuel pump keep in mind: Prior to replacing, the mechanic
will power the fuel pump directly to confirm that the issue is a failed pump versus a faulty power
supply to the pump. Unless the fuel filter was replaced recently, whenever the fuel pump is
replaced a new fuel filter should be installed. When failing earlier than expected, the power
supply should be verified because a voltage drop in the fuel pump circuit can lead to
overheating. Should the fuel tank be lowered during the repair, the fuel tank straps and
fasteners should be checked for excessive corrosion and replaced as needed. The fuel in the
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