Ford heated mirror switch

This week, one of our customers came in with the heated mirrors on his Dodge Caravan not
working. We seized the opportunity to create a post to show you how to diagnose and fix such a
thing. Faulty heated mirrors is a pretty common problem everybody should be able to repair, no
matter how experienced you are as a mechanic. Be extra careful! These things are super easy to
break! Unplug them. The most common cause of non-working heated mirrors is an open circuit.
If you need help with that, check out this article on how to use a multimeter. If OL or 0 appears
on the screen you know for sure the circuit is busted. You then need to replace the glass itself.
If the circuit is good, something should show up on the screen. Here we have an Onto next step.
For this test, you can also use a test light. Connect the two ends of your test light or the two
probes of the multimeter to the two connectors coming from the car. Start the car and turn on
the heated mirrors. If everything is ok the test light should light up or you should read
something between You now know that there are power and ground to the mirror and that the
circuit itself is in good working condition. In this situation, there is only one explication left. Bad
contact. In that case, use some sandpaper and sand both the connectors and the pins. You can
also use a pair of pliers to gently squeeze the connectors to ensure good contact with the pins.
Finally, re-connect and re-install the glass and test that it is now in good working condition. To
do that, use an infrared thermometer. For us, the measurements were 9. Skip to content.
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Image. Anybody who uses his eight-lug truck for towingâ€”which probably applies to many
heavy-duty pickup ownersâ€”knows the importance of side mirrors when it comes to seeing
clearly along the sides of the tow rig for changing lanes, making sharp turns, and backing into
tight spots. One approach to minimizing blind spots is to attach aftermarket towing mirrors,
with the downside being that they might rattle and shake more than factory mirrors. However,
there's another way to maximize the viewing angle and upgrade the look of a truck in this case,
a Ford Super Duty at the same time: swap out the side mirrors with newer factory models. In
particular, Ford's 'and-later trucks have much larger side mirrors with about 30 percent more
surface area , providing a bigger field of rearward vision than previous model years '99 to ' In
addition, the newer design is beefier in construction and includes a turn signal and marker light,
plus an optional heaterâ€”all of which make for a safer setup when towing. Changing out the old
for the new is not just a simple swap, though. Depending on the model used, the wiring harness
will likely have a couple extra pins and receptacles in the connectors, which need to be
swapped out with either a factory or an aftermarket component. That process involves tapping
into the wires on the steering column and possibly using the wiring in the window-cancel switch
as well, if the mirrors are heated. He also suggested a simpler method of connecting a pair of
wires from each of the headlights and running them through the fenders and doorjambs to
provide juice for the lighted option on the newer mirrors. There are a number of ways to handle
the wiring, so be prepared to use a variety of connectors. It may also be necessary to study
some wiring diagrams. Whichever method of wiring is used, the difference in rear visibility is
dramatic. After all, nobody likes having big blind spots when you have a big trailer in tow, and
this mirror swap makes for a much-improved field of vision. Tim Anderson's '02 Ford F not only
has later-model side mirrors for a better rear view but also a number of other upgrades from
various Ford model years, including the suspension from an '07 F and a '10 Ford tailgate with
the integrated step. Here's how the side mirrors from different model years compare in size. The
surface area of the ' and-newer Ford mirrors is about a third larger in size than the ' to-'07 units.
Note the addition of the turn signal light in the newer mirror and the bigger support arms as
well. The larger size of the housing accommodates the bigger mirror glass. Removing the trim
panel on the inside of the door exposes the holes for the mounting bolts. You will probably
need to pull out the door panel as well to access additional wiring for operating the power
mirror. Once unbolted, the old mirror simply lifts out and the new mirror fits into the same bolt
pattern. Take note of whether the mirror is heated or not, as this will affect the wiring. Access
the wiring harness for the mirror in the steering column by removing the cover panel. The wires
will vary depending on the options of the particular mirrors used and might require splicing in
additional wires from the headlights for extra juice. Don't settle for electrician tape or screw-nut
wire connectors. Use crimp-style butt connectors with shrinkwrap as shown here or, even
better, solder the wires together. Note the difference between the older Ford connector with
fewer wires and the newer style connector. The three-wire style for the older mirror is
non-lighted and non-heated. At right is the early-style connector, and the one on the left is
'and-newer, with more receptacles. The upper mirror is now for closer objects, while the lower
one which is convex for a much wider field of vision than the previous type of mirror is for
sighting along the side of a trailer in tow. More Photos View Slideshow. By Steve Temple.
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a great aftermarket addition to any vehicle. Installing heated side mirrors will prevent fogging,
which will increase visibility. Heated side mirrors can be installed rather easily and by novices
in an afternoon. The article that follows will show you how. Open the hood to the vehicle and
locate a black box. Open the box to find several relays. The box will be marked with which relay
is for what service. Locate the relay for the mirrors and remove it. Replace it with the relay that
came with the mirror kit. Connect the wires as needed and close the box. Open both front doors
and locate the screws holding the interior door covers in place. Remove the screws and then
pop off the covers. Locate the mounts for the side view mirrors and remove the screws. You can
then pop off the old mirrors. Disconnect the wires. Connect the wires to the corresponding
wires on the heated side mirrors with the wire caps. Mount the mirrors where the old ones were
and replace the interior cover. We welcome your comments and suggestions. All information is
provided "AS IS. All rights reserved. You may freely link to this site, and use it for
non-commercial use subject to our terms of use. View our Privacy Policy here. Toggle
navigation subscribe. Installing Heated Side Mirrors. Written by Doityourself Staff. To ensure
our content is always up-to-date with current information, best practices, and professional
advice, articles are routinely reviewed by industry experts with years of hands-on experience.
What You'll Need. Heated side mirrors. Wire caps. Step 1 â€” Locate the Relay Box Open the
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topic listing. Sign In Sign Up. Insurance Sell your Ford Support. This item is backed by our
limited lifetime warranty. In the event this item should fail due to manufacturing defects during
intended use, we will replace the part free of charge. This warranty covers the cost of the part
only. Shipping is not available to Canada. Final shipping costs are available at checkout.
Created on: This video will show you how to remove a broken side mirror and replace it with a
new one on your Ford F Super Duty. This item may be interchangeable with parts from other
brands with the above part numbers. This information is provided only for reference and does
not guarantee that the item you are purchasing is identical to parts with part numbers from the
brands listed above. To confirm that this item fits your vehicle, use the above "Check Vehicle
Fit" option. Not all parts are the perfect fit. Enter your Vehicle and we'll confirm fit, or help get
you to one that will. Orders ship same day when ordered by 2pm ET. Need your part faster?
Choose expedited shipping at checkout. Providing you the highest quality, direct fit
replacement auto parts enforced to the strictest product standards. Exceeding customers'
expectations every day, our team of passionate auto enthusiasts are here to help. Thousands of
how-to auto repair videos specific to year, make and model guide you step-by-step through

your repair. If your vehicle isn't listed, search Mirror - Side View. This part will only fit a vehicle
with these options. Clear vehicle X. Year Make Model. Search by Vehicle. Select your vehicle.
Year Make Model Search. Mirror - Side View. Add to Cart. Loading Delivery Options. Delivery
options for:. Estimated Arrival Cost Finalize your delivery options in checkout. Brand : TR
Frequently bought together. Vehicle Fit. Lifetime Warranty This item is backed by our limited
lifetime warranty. Pry off the reflector. Pry up the switch panel. Disconnect all of the harnesses
on the switch panel. Pull the triangular trim panel off. Remove the two uncovered 7mm bolts.
Lift the door panel up and off. Turn the courtesy light counterclockwise to remove. Pull down
the water shield. Disconnect the mirror harness. Remove the four 11mm nuts that secure the
mirror. Pull the mirror out and off. Peel the backing off of the new pad and stick it down into
place. Feed the harness down into the door. Line up your side mirror and push it into place.
Reconnect the mirror harness. Replace the water shield. Hook the bottom clips on the door
panel into place. Twist the courtesy light clockwise into place. Push the panel into place.
Replace the two 7mm bolts. Replace the triangular trim panel. Reconnect the switch panel and
push it down into place back first. Reconnect the negative battery cable. Watch video. Check
Vehicle Fit. Fits these Makes Ford. Product Reviews. Did not fit. Connectors are complete
different then on my f Picked up some Excursion mirrors for my F Wiring was different so I got
these adapters. Absolutely plug and play. No problems at all. Fast shipping and priced right.
Excellent fit! This was an excellent purchase for me as I had to replace my mirrors, and they
were from a newer truck. I did not want to cut and splice wires for fear of having potential future
problems. These clipped right in, no fuss. Customer service was excellent as well! Will be
buying more parts through this company. These did not have the same connector as my OEM
mirrors I pulled off my 08 f I was able to cut the ends and use them however as extensions.
Mirror Adapter kit. Perfect fit. Worked Great! The quality of this adapter is great. My truck didn't
have lights or heaters in the mirrors so, in reality, I could have simply cut all of the plugs off and
hardwired them since there were only 3 factory wires and I had to wire in the lights and heaters.
Either way, great purchase and product. Ford mirror harness. I would highly recommend. Great
Product Makes installation to upgraded mirrors super easy. Highly recommend. Wiring for
mirror. Perfect fit,. They worked awesome. The product was great aswell the price. Will this
convert a truck without heat and signal to a newer mirrior that has those features? Tony S.
Hello, This does not convert options. This is an adapter harness for the round and rectangle
connector because FORD decided to use different connectors for the same options on certain
model year trucks. Brian F. It didn't in my Ford F , I had to splice some of the wires and add
some. Kerry D. These adapters simply connect existing electric and heated mirror conections to
the newer style mirror. Marker lights and signals will need to be wired separately. Aaron L.
Trevor W. Are these adapters wired for signals? Kenneth W. They are only wired for mirror
power and heat. Kent J. No they are not. Eric R. Those need to be wired separately into the
truck. Greg A. Correct for power and heated mirrors. Have f mirrors with power and heat, putting
on f Will these connectors plug into the mirrors? Brett O. No, these adapters will not work for
that application. Tim K. Nope the plugs on the ends are different. Austin K. I am replacing my
small power mirrors with with power tow mirrors. Will this simply convert my round plug to the
new flat plug? Aaron G. Yes as long as your OEM mirrors and the new towing mirrors are power
and heated. Alex P. I have a f will this adapter hook up new mirrors? I understand the turn
signals will not,work I just want to make the power mirrors do. Jonathan S. I believe they will
work. The configuration of the adapter gives you several options. Robert B. I used them on my f
to upgrade to the new style mirrors and they worked great. Plug and play for the adjustments.
Scott W. I have this y adapter and need to figure out how to connect the parking lights. Artie P.
Michael Y. This wiring adapter is for models that only have power and heat as features. Thank
you for your inquiry. Andra M. Even though my truck doesn't have heated mirrors. Will these
work? And if they will how do they turn on and off? James B. Mirror parts should be replaced in
an "option for option" fashion. If your mirrors do not have the same options that are listed in
our listing, there is a possibility that this mirror may not function properly. Please let us know if
you have any other questions. Adam G. Does this work as a turn signal adapter as well? Manny
S. No it does not. To be honest i never installed mine yet i wired them straight up bc i was to
impatient to wait for them to show so they are sitting in a box in my garage. Rusty H. No, if you
have a you have to hardwire the signals, drl's and defrost. The adapters are merely for power
control. Taurean T. These adapters are not to add options to your mirrors. Call Now Customer
service. Guaranteed To Fit Providing you the highest quality, direct fit replacement auto parts
enforced to the strictest product standards. USA Customer Support Exceeding customers'
expectations every day, our team of passionate auto enthusiasts are here to help. Instructional
Video Library Thousands of how-to auto repair videos specific to year, make and model guide
you step-by-step through your repair. Terms of Use Privacy Policy. Narrow Your Results: Select

your year, make, model to find parts that fit Before proceeding, select your Vehicle, to verify this
Part will fit. Year If your option isn't listed search Mirror - Side View. All four ThermaSync
defroster control models feature automatic shut off timing and a remote defroster switch with
red indicator light. Pressing the defroster symbol turns the control on and activates the LED
indicator lamp. The control automatically shuts off at the designated time or when the switch is
pressed again. ThermaSync rear window defroster controls are available in 12 and 24 Volt. Clear
View II Defrosters are also available is 12 volts and 24 volts. All ThermaSync timing controls are
rated to 25 amps. All controls include the defroster switch and connectors for easy installation.
All controls include the defroster switch. The length of time the defroster is on can be set to 10,
20, 40, 80, minutes or manual off. This is ideal for plow trucks or other applications in which the
defroster should be left on longer than the normal ten minutes. The ThermaSync defroster
switch can be mounted up to 30 inches from the control which allows for remote installation of
the switch either in dash or with the under dash in the mount supplied in the Installation Pack.
See below for more on the pack. Frequently replacement windows come with a defroster but the
vehicle does not have the defroster circuit needed to operate the unit. When the vehicle has a
defroster but no defroster control, ThermaSync is a good choice to power OEM and factory rear
window defrosters. We recommend the ThermaSync Defroster control for these applications.
The ThermaSync Defroster Control when combined with the Installation Pack provides a
complete solution for operating factory defrosters, defoggers and demisters. The ThermaSync
defroster controls are a good companion for powering aftermarket heated mirrors
independently or with Clear View defrosters. ThermaSync defroster controls are a good addition
to any heated mirror installation. The ThermaSync Defroster Control is the reliable relay based
defroster control which features 10 minute automatic timing. Push the button and the defroster
goes off in ten minutes automatically. For most applications the ThermaSync control is a good
choice. If other timing options are required the ThermaSync Defroster Control features timing
that can be changed in the field. The ThermaSync is a little more complex featuring automatic
timing that can be set in the field by moving small jumpers on the controls printed circuit board.
ThermaSync Defroster controls are available is 12 and 24 volts. Power modulation allows for
small defroster designs and prevents small defrosters from over heating. Modulation is set at
the factory to match the requirements of the Clear View defroster it ships with. This is normal
when reading a modulating control. The wire harness meets the amperage demands of
defrosters while the color coded connectors match ThermaSync controls. Includes switch
mount, fuse, fuse holder, power tap and spare connectors. More on the ThermaSync Installation
Pack. Ideal for equipment cabs, and other applications that require several defrosters to be
activated by a single switch. Each Switch Boss can control up to four defrosters. Connecting a
second Switch Boss allows control of up to seven Clear View defrosters from one switch. Not
compatible with series ThermaSync Controls. View More. Defroster controls with smarts
Defroster installation and control made easy. Can be used on mirrors and factroy defrosters!
Preview Instructions. See the individual control brochu
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res in the information block below. Voltages and Amperage ThermaSync rear window defroster
controls are available in 12 and 24 Volt. Automatic Timing The length of time the defroster is on
can be set to 10, 20, 40, 80, minutes or manual off. Remote Switch Installation Options The
ThermaSync defroster switch can be mounted up to 30 inches from the control which allows for
remote installation of the switch either in dash or with the under dash in the mount supplied in
the Installation Pack. Powering Factory Rear Window Defrosters, Defoggers and Demisters
Frequently replacement windows come with a defroster but the vehicle does not have the
defroster circuit needed to operate the unit. Powering Aftermarket Heated Mirrors The
ThermaSync defroster controls are a good companion for powering aftermarket heated mirrors
independently or with Clear View defrosters. Defroster Accessories. Defroster is here to answer
your defroster questions. Frost Fighter kits are manufactured by:. View Brochure.

