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Deriving its name from a trim package used on the F-Series pickup trucks as with the Ranger ,
the Explorer is slotted between the Edge CUV and standard-wheelbase Expedition. Currently in
its sixth generation, the Explorer has been offered with a number of chassis and powertrain
layouts through its production. The first two generations were directly derived from the Ford
Ranger , switching to a model-specific chassis for the third and fourth generations. The
fifth-generation adapted a variant of Ford Taurus chassis architecture developed for SUV use ,
with the sixth generation again reverting to a model-specific chassis. Alongside the five-door
Explorer wagon, a three-door wagon was offered from launch to effectively succeeding the
Bronco II. Through its production run, variants of the Explorer have been sold by Mercury,
Lincoln, and Mazda; Lincoln currently markets the model line as the Lincoln Aviator. The Ford
Explorer was introduced in March for the model year. To better compete against the Chevrolet S
Blazer and Jeep Cherokee mid-size sport-utility vehicles, Ford sought to replace the Bronco II
with a vehicle sized closer to its competitors. In an effort to attract family buyers, a four-door
version was developed alongside the two-door launched the same month as the four-door S
Blazer. The Explorer was longer and wider than the compact Bronco II, placing it in a higher size
class. As with the Bronco II, the first-generation Explorer shares its chassis and underpinnings
with the first-generation Ford Ranger. Commonality with the Ranger extends to the exterior,
with the Explorer sharing its front bumper, fenders modified , headlights, grille, and wheels;
with the exception of its steering wheel hub, the Explorer shares its entire dashboard with the
Ranger. In a major change from the Bronco II, the Explorer was given its own front door
stampings. In addition, the additional width allowed for two major aerodynamic improvements;
along with the elimination of exterior drip rails by wrapping the doors into the roof , the
sideview mirrors were integrated onto the doors rather than bolted on. Along with the standard
rear-wheel drive powertrain, at its launch, the Explorer was also offered with various
configurations of part-time four-wheel drive, powered by a Borg Warner 13â€”54 transfer case.
In addition to a manually shifted transfer case, Ford offered "Touch Drive" electronic
push-button shifting; both were "shift-on-the-fly" designs that allowed the vehicle to be shifted
from two-wheel drive to "four-high" at any speed and into "four-low" when the vehicle was
stopped. All Explorers were equipped with the Ford 8. The XL was distinguished by a black
grille chrome optional with steel wheels, while the XLT offered a chrome grille and alloy wheels;
the Eddie Bauer offered alloy wheels and two-tone paintwork. The Ford Explorer Sport was
offered solely on the two-door body style. Offering black lower bodywork and grille and alloy
wheels, the Sport was intended as a replacement for the Bronco II. The Ford Explorer Limited
was introduced for as a luxury-trim model slotted above the Eddie Bauer. Largely introduced as
a competitor to the Oldsmobile Bravada , the Explorer Limited was offered only as a four-door
with an automatic transmission. Distinguished by its color-matched grille, headlight trim, and
model-specific bodywork and wheels, the Limited was offered with several model-specific
features, including automatic headlights, an auto-dimming rearview mirror , foglamps , and
center roof console with compass and outside thermometer. The second-generation Ford
Explorer made its debut in late as a model. Retaining the same footprint as its predecessor, the
Ford Explorer underwent extensive modifications to its chassis to improve its road manners. In
an effort to better differentiate the model line from the Ford Ranger, Ford stylists redesigned the
vehicle, giving the Explorer a model-specific exterior. As with its predecessor, the second
generation was sold in both three-door and five-door configurations. Rear-wheel drive was
standard, with four-wheel drive offered as an option. Following the January introduction of the
third-generation five-door Ford Explorer, the three-door Explorer Sport became a stand-alone
model on the second-generation design; the Explorer Sport was produced through the model
year. This generation of the Ford Explorer marks the debut of the Mercury Mountaineer ,
introduced in by Mercury. In early , the Ford Explorer Sport Trac was introduced, which was a
mid-size pickup truck; offered with a crew cab with a short pickup bed, the Sport Trac was
based on the five-door Explorer. The Explorer Sport Trac was produced through the model year
until it was redesigned for Outside of North America, this generation of the Explorer was
marketed in right-hand drive configurations [ citation needed ] As of , RHD countries such as
Japan export used examples of the Explorer to other countries such as Australia and New
Zealand where there is demand for right-hand drive SUVs. Due to Japan's strict Shaken Laws ,
used vehicles tend to have low mileage with detailed repair histories. To match the V8 engine of
the similar-sized Jeep Grand Cherokee , for the model year, Ford introduced a 5. For , revised
cylinder heads increased output of the 5. Following the January introduction of the 4. For , the
Ford Explorer gained a third engine, as Ford introduced an overhead-cam version of the 4.
Using a common displacement with the pushrod 4. Offered as standard equipment on the
top-trim Eddie Bauer and Limited trims, the engine became an option on all other versions of
the Explorer and Explorer Sport. For , the pushrod V6 was discontinued, with the SOHC

becoming the standard engine in all versions of the Explorer and the sole engine of the 3-door
Explorer Sport. All V8 examples were equipped with a 4-speed heavy-duty automatic shared
with the F, Mustang, and Crown Victoria. The four-wheel drive system was redesigned for the
Explorer. For the V6 models, in place of Touch Drive from the previous generation, ControlTrac
was an electronically controlled full-time four-wheel drive system with a two-speed transfer
case, with software controlling a multi-disc clutch in place of a center differential. Along with
traditional two-wheel drive and high and low-range four-wheel drive, "Auto" mode allowed
software to maintain the amount of torque sent to the front wheels; if the front axle begins to
spin slower, torque is shifted from the rear wheels to the front wheels until traction is achieved.
Similar to TouchDrive, ControlTrac is dash-controlled, with a rotary selector for two-wheel drive
, Sports , auto , high range, and low range. While visibly similar to its predecessor, many
exterior panels from the Ford Explorer were changed, with only the roofline and the side doors
carrying over. As part of the changes related to the redesigned front suspension, the entire
front fascia was redesigned, with the Explorer gaining model-distinct styling. In a styling theme
that would be used in several other Ford small trucks, the Explorer was given an oval grille; the
headlamps were changed from rectangular to oval as well, wrapping into the fenders. In
contrast to the front fascia, the rear fascia saw relatively few changes, with the rear bumper
nearly unchanged. Along with slightly reshaped taillamps with amber turn signals , the Ford
Explorer marked the debut of a neon CHMSL center brake light. Alongside the redesigned
exterior, the interior of the second-generation Ford Explorer was given a redesign. Maintaining
commonality with the Ranger, the Explorer was given a new dashboard marking the debut of
dual airbags in an American-produced SUV , a new instrument panel; to improve user
ergonomics, the Ford Explorer introduced a double-DIN radio panel and rotary-style climate
controls. For , a third-row seat was introduced as an option; expanding seating to seven
passengers, the design was only offered in export markets. For , the exterior of the Ford
Explorer was given a mid-cycle update. Distinguished by the addition of fender flares, the rear
fascia was restyled, with larger taillamps; to better accommodate export, the license plate was
shifted from the bumper to the liftgate; the neon CHMSL was replaced by an LED version. For ,
the front bumper was redesigned, allowing for larger lower grille and fog lights. The interior was
given redesigned front and rear seats, along with second-generation airbags; side airbags were
introduced as an option. Other options included load-leveling air suspension on Eddie Bauer
and Limited and a reverse-sensing warning system. At its launch, the second-generation Ford
Explorer retained the use of the previous trim nomenclature; the standard trim was the XL, with
the XLT serving as the primary model upgrade. In contrast to five-door Explorers,
second-generation three-door Ford Explorers shifted to a separate trim nomenclature. While the
XL remained the base model largely for fleets , most examples were produced under a single
Sport trim level. In , the Expedition trim was introduced; roughly the 3-door equivalent of the
Eddie Bauer, the trim was discontinued at the end of the model year as Ford reserved the name
for the Ford Expedition full-size SUV which entered production in mid For , the Explorer Sport
became the sole version of the three-door; following the introduction of the third-generation
Explorer, the Explorer Sport became a distinct model through the model year. The
third-generation Ford Explorer went on sale in January as an early model. The U program began
in , with the final design being chosen in and frozen for production in February , with
development ending in The primary objective behind the third-generation Ford Explorer was to
make the vehicle line more competitive in both domestic and export markets. To make the
Explorer more competitive, Ford shifted away from typical SUV design, abandoning the use of
the Ford Ranger chassis architecture in favor of designing a purpose-built platform. As part of
the change, the Explorer became only the second rear-wheel drive American Ford platform
fitted with four-wheel independent suspension behind the MN12 platform. In another major
change, the third-generation Explorer was developed solely as a five-door vehicle. Retaining the
previous-generation chassis architecture, the three-door Explorer Sport continued production
through the model year; the Explorer Sport Trac four-door pickup truck continued through The
third-generation Ford Explorer was marketed by all three divisions of Ford Motor Company: by
Mercury as the second-generation Mercury Mountaineer; Lincoln marketed the third-generation
Explorer from to as the Lincoln Aviator. The third-generation is based on the body-on-frame
Ford UN platform. No longer derived from the Ford Ranger, the UN chassis was designed
specifically for the five-door Explorer and its Lincoln-Mercury counterparts. In a major shift from
its predecessors, the third-generation Explorer adopted a four-wheel independent suspension
configuration, never before used on a Ford truck on American-produced SUVs, fully
independent suspension was previously exclusive to the Hummer H1. While the
third-generation Ford Explorer was in development during the late s a controversy involving the
Explorer and Firestone tires developed, thus the increased stability of the configuration was

designed in part to reduce rollover risk. Along with rear-wheel drive, the third-generation
Explorer was offered with both four-wheel drive and permanent all-wheel drive. A five-speed
manual transmission was offered for before its discontinuation; as of the model year, it is the
final year a Ford Explorer was available with a manual transmission. As an option for both the 4.
In contrast with the second-generation a major revision of the generation , the exterior and
interior of the third-generation Ford Explorer were completely new designs. While sharing a
number of design elements with the F-Series and Ford Expedition, the Ford Explorer also
served as the introduction of a new design theme for several Ford vehicles; the Ford
Expedition, the Ford Freestar, Ford Freestyle, and Ford Five Hundred would share various
elements of the Ford Explorer design. Retaining nearly the same proportions as the first two
generations, the third-generation Explorer was an inch shorter in length and two inches wider,
gaining two inches in wheelbase. With the addition of independent rear suspension, several
functional changes were brought as part of the redesign. The cargo floor was lowered several
inches, adding nearly 10 cubic feet of total cargo room. Coinciding with the lower cargo floor,
on nearly all models, a folding third-row seat was either standard or an option, bringing seating
capacity to seven. The rear liftgate was redesigned, with the upper hatch enlarged. The
outdoors-themed Eddie Bauer continued production with a two-tone exterior with a tan lower
body ; the Limited wore a monochromatic body. It was more like a bang-for-your-buck Eddie
Bauer model rather than an actual trim level, as it didn't really set itself apart in any way like
XLS did from XLT. The Ford Explorer and the Mercury Mountaineer were both updated for the
model year on a new frame, produced by Magna International rather than Tower Automotive.
Along with this new, stronger chassis, Ford updated the interior, redesigned the rear
suspension and added power-folding third-row seats. Also, a tire pressure monitoring system
and electronic stability control became standard equipment. Power running boards , like the
ones from the Lincoln Navigator , were also made available on the Explorer and Mountaineer;
the running boards lower to allow easier access when entering the vehicle, then retract upon
door closure. Unlike previous generations, there was no right-hand drive option available for
order, causing Ford to market Explorers in Japan in left-hand drive configuration. Moreover,
Ford switched to a one-piece rear liftgate design due to the problems associated with the
previous generation's design. The 6-speed 6R automatic transmission , built by Ford and based
on a ZF design, was made standard equipment with the V-8 engine as well. The five-speed
5R55W automatic transmission was advanced. It was the only transmission available for the V-6
engine, because the Mazda five-speed manual transmission was dropped in the previous
generation. For , The Explorer received a few minor updates including standard AUX input on all
stereos and optional power running boards, heated windshield, Ironman Package, XLT
Appearance Package, and heated leather seat package. For , Ford added side curtain airbags
across the Explorer range. Also, the optional satellite navigation system was also upgraded
with voice control. For , the Explorer received a trailer sway control system as standard
equipment, and the navigation system received traffic flow monitoring with updated gas prices
from nearby stations. For the model year, Ford's MyKey became standard on all Explorers
equipped with the Sync system, while V8s were restricted to 4-wheel-drive models. The second
generation Sport Trac came out in early for the model year. Unlike its predecessor sold through
, it featured the V-8 engine as an option and was based on this generation Explorer's platform. It
had blacked-out headlights, black grill, monochrome color interior, unique front and rear
bumpers, front fender vents, and molded-in running boards. It also came standard with 20"
polished aluminum wheels, and the fender flares that came on the Explorer and standard Sport
Trac were deleted. It is designed for up to six passengers while improving fuel economy by 20
to 30 percent relative to the current V6 Explorer. The 5th generation Explorer bore similarity to
the Explorer America concept's construction, and includes a unibody structure based on the D4
platform , a modified version of the D3 platform. The fifth generation Explorer features
blacked-out A, B, and D-pillars to produce a floating roof effect similar to Land Rover's floating
roof design used on its sport utility vehicles; a design which Ford previously used on the Ford
Flex. The fifth generation Explorer features sculpted body work with stepped style headlamps
similar to the Flex , Edge , Escape , Expedition and F , as well as new stepped style tail lamps.
The grille features Ford's corporate three-bar design with upper and lower perforated mesh
work, similar to that of the sixth-generation Ford Taurus. The development of the fifth
generation Explorer was led by chief engineer Jim Holland from February to October , who was
also a chief engineer for Land Rover ; heading development of the Land Rover Range Rover L
facelift from December to December Holland also worked on the Ford Expedition U during its
initial development. The fifth generation Explorer made its debut online on July 26, Ford had set
up a Ford Explorer Facebook page ahead of its debut. The Louisville plant, where the previous
generation was built, was converted to produce cars based on Ford's global C platform

potentially including the Ford Focus , Ford C-Max , and Ford Kuga. It went on sale in December ,
after pre-launch sales had by the end of November totaled around 15, Available features on the
fifth generation Explorer include intelligent access with push button start, remote engine start,
power liftgate, power adjustable pedals with memory, premium leather trimmed seating, heated
and cooled front seats, dual headrest DVD entertainment system, adaptive cruise control ,
active park assist , SIRIUS Travel Link , MyFord Touch , Ford SYNC by Microsoft , Sony audio
system with HD radio and Apple iTunes tagging, in-dash advanced navigation system ,
SoundScreen laminated acoustic and solar tinted windshield with rain-sensing wipers, inch
polished V-spoke aluminium wheels, and High-intensity discharge headlamps HID and LED tail
lamps. Unlike the Explorer America concept vehicle which only seats five occupants, the
production Explorer holds two rows of seating with available PowerFold fold flat third row
seating like the previous generation and accommodates up to seven occupants. The Explorer is
available in either front-wheel drive or full-time all-wheel drive. The I-4 engine is not available
with the optional 6-speed 6F SelectShift automatic, and will only be available in front-wheel
drive. The Explorer is available with an automatic intelligent all-wheel drive system inspired by
Land Rover , featuring a variable center multi-disc differential with computer controlled lock.
The center multi-disc differential controls the front-to-rear torque split, biasing as much as
percent of torque to either the front or rear wheels. Four-wheel electronic traction control ABS
braking is employed to simulate front and rear differential locks via aggressively "brake
locking" the front or rear differentials, transferring up to percent of torque from side-to-side.
Terrain Management includes four selectable modes. Each mode is selected via a rotary control
dial on the center console, aft of the transmission shifter. Depending on the mode selected,
Terrain Management will control, adjust, and fine tune the engine, transmission, center
multi-disc differential lock, throttle response, four-wheel electronic traction control and
electronic stability control ESC to adapt the SUV for optimal performance on the corresponding
terrain. Moving to a monocoque body usually has a negative impact on towing capacity. The
new Explorer will be available with an optional trailer tow package. The package includes a
Class III trailer hitch, engine oil cooler, trailer electrics connector, trailer sway control TSC ,
wiring harness and a rear-view camera with trailer alignment assistance to help in backing up to
a trailer. Safety features include: Dual front adaptive SRS air bags, dual front seat side impact
air bags, dual rear safety belt air bags available first quarter, and side curtain head, torso and
rollover protection air bags. The fifth-generation Explorer was the first-ever vehicle to be
equipped with dual rear inflatable safety belts. Air bags are sewn into the inside of the seat
belts, and inflate with cold air to prevent burns. Ford claims it will be released as an option and
to introduce inflatable seat belts on other Ford models eventually. On June 12, , Ford
announced a global recall of 1. Ford stated if the car was subjected to frequent rides over rough
terrain that the toe link on the rear suspension could fracture which would affect steering and
lead to greater risks of traffic accidents. The Ford Explorer Sport was announced March 28, as
an option for the model year and went on sale in June The "Sport" trim level comprises
blackened exterior treatments, stiffened chassis and suspension, larger brakes and the
installation of the EcoBoost 3. The refreshed model year Ford Explorer debuted at the Los
Angeles Auto Show , with a redesigned front fascia, hood and lower bumper, standard LED
low-beam headlights, and fog lamps that were inspired by the thirteenth generation Ford F The
rear of the Explorer was also refreshed with restyled LED tail lamps and dual exhaust outlets.
The refresh bumped the I4 engine to a 2. A newly introduced Platinum trim now tops out the
range, slotting above the Sport and Limited trims. Similar to the Platinum editions of the F and
Ford Super Duty trucks, the Platinum trim features front and rear cameras, enhanced active
park assist with perpendicular park assist, park-out assist and semi-automatic parallel parking,
hands-free liftgate from the Ford Escape , an exclusive watt Sony surround sound system, and
a heated steering-wheel. The Platinum trim is paired with a 3. The Explorer went on sale at
dealerships in the Summer of Other than the addition of the top-of-the-line Platinum trim, as well
as standard eighteen-inch alloy wheels on the base Explorer trim, the changes are mainly in
styling, exterior and interior color combinations, technology, and power. The Ford Explorer
received a second facelift which include a refreshed front end with revised LED headlights and
redesigned LED fog lights plus new exterior colors, new interior colors, and new wheel designs.
The Ford Explorer received two new packages for the model year. This was the last model year
of this generation explorer right before the Explorer entered production. A high-performance
Ford Explorer ST model will also be offered. The turbocharged 2. It comes with a new speed
automatic transmission and either rear- or all-wheel drive. An optional twin-turbocharged 3. An
Explorer Hybrid will also be available in the US with an initially detuned 3. It will have a fuel
consumption of 3. The base Explorer will be sold mainly to fleet buyers, and will not be available
for retail sale. Thousands of initial Explorer and Aviator vehicles were shipped to Ford's Flat

Rock Assembly Plant for repairs due to quality control problems. Later models have been
shipped from the Chicago plant to dealerships; however, many required dealer repairs before
they could be sold. Consumer Reports noted their purchased Aviator was having quality
problems. Only applies to vehicles built after May For the model year, every Ford Explorer
comes with these advanced safety features: [70]. As the direct successor of the Bronco II, Ford
developed a three-door version of the Explorer for the model year; while 10 inches shorter than
its five-door counterpart, the three-door was still nearly 13 inches longer than the Bronco II. For
the first generation, the three-door was available in any trim except Limited , with Sport offered
as a trim exclusive to the three-door. For , Expedition was offered as a trim package for the
three-door Explorer; replacing the Eddie Bauer trim, the nameplate was retired after in
preparation for the full-size four-door SUV. For , the Explorer Sport was split from the four-door
Explorer, retaining the second-generation body and chassis and adopting the front fascia of the
Explorer Sport Trac. Ford discontinued the Ford Explorer Sport following the model year, with
the final vehicle produced in July Introduced in as a model, the Explorer Sport Trac is a mid-size
pickup truck derived from the second-generation Explorer, becoming the first mid-size Ford
pickup. In contrast to the Ranger, the Sport Trac was marketed primarily as a personal-use
vehicle rather than for work use. Offered solely as a four-door crew cab, the design of the Sport
Trac shared commonality with multiple vehicles. Sharing the frame and wheelbase of the
Ranger SuperCab, the Sport Trac combined the front fascia of the Explorer Sport with a crew
cab derived from the four-door Explorer; the pickup bed designed for the model line shared its
tailgate with the F SuperCrew. The Sport Trac was the final version of the Explorer derived from
the Ranger. After skipping the model year, a second-generation Sport Trac was produced from
to derived from the fourth-generation Explorer. Following the end of production of the Ford
Crown Victoria Police Interceptor in , Ford began development of a police-service variant of the
Ford Explorer. As with the Police Interceptor Sedan and the Ford Expedition SSV, the Utility is
not sold for retail sale and is specifically designed for use by law enforcement or use by other
emergency service agencies. Along with fleet-specific options such as steel wheels and
provisions for user-specific paint schemes such as contrasting doors , the Utility comes with
provisions for fitting emergency equipment such as radios, lightbars and sirens. To free up
interior space on the center console for equipment, the transmission is fitted with a
column-mounted shifter. The Police Interceptor Utility comes with an all-wheel drive powertrain
standard. Over a standard Explorer, the Utility is fitted with larger brake rotors, more advanced
ABS and traction control systems, a more efficient cooling system and other standard police
equipment. Polk declared the PI Utility the most popular police vehicle, based on U. For the
model year, Ford has created a second-generation Police Interceptor Utility, derived from the
sixth-generation Explorer. A naturally aspirated version of the 3. Following the shift from the D4
to the CD6 architecture, the Police Interceptor Utility gains cargo space even with hybrid
batteries onboard over its predecessor. Offered solely in a three-door configuration, only minor
design details differed the Navajo from its Ford counterpart. Along with a revised front fascia,
the Navajo received new taillamps and wheels; the bumpers were painted dark gray resulting in
the deletion of all chrome trim. Offered only with four-wheel drive at its launch, a rear-wheel
drive version of the Navajo was introduced for As with the first-generation Explorer, all Navajos
were fitted with a 4. In the early s, SUVs transitioned into alternatives to station wagons, leading
to a decline in demand for two-door SUVs. After the model year, Mazda withdrew the Navajo,
returning in with the four-door Tribute a counterpart of the Ford Escape. Marking the
reintroduction of the waterfall grille to the Mercury brand, the model line was distinguished by
two-tone and later monochromatic styling different from the Explorer. Coinciding with the
closure of the Mercury brand, the Mountaineer was withdrawn after the model year; three
generations were produced, with the Mountaineer serving as the largest Mercury SUV above the
Mariner. From to , the Lincoln Aviator was marketed as a counterpart of the third-generation
Explorer. For , the Lincoln Aviator was revived after a year hiatus as a mid-size SUV; as before,
the model line is a Lincoln counterpart of the Ford Explorer now the sixth generation and the
Lincoln Navigator. In the UK, the Ford Explorer was initially available as just one model, with the
4. Second and third-generation Explorers for the UK and other RHD markets utilised a center
console-mounted shifter and hand parking brake instead of the steering column-mounted
shifter and parking brake pedal used in the North American models. In , a facelifted Explorer
was available with minor cosmetic interior changes and a revised rear tail lift which centered the
rear number plate. In the model range was revamped slightly, the base model becoming the XLT
and a special edition North Face version marketed with a tie in to North Face outdoor clothing.
The North Face version was available in a dark green or a silver, with body-colored bumpers,
heated leather seats and a CD multichanger as standard. In , the North Face was also available
in black. In the Middle East, Taiwan, and China, the Ford Explorer is currently available in

several trims, all of which have a 3. Some GCC markets offer the front-wheel-drive version as a
base model, while most of the trims have standard all-wheel-drive. As of , the Explorer is also
available in Ukraine and Belarus. As of , American-made Explorers are also exported to
Vietnam. Both companies' reputations were tarnished. Rollover risk is inherently higher in
truck-based vehicles, like the Explorer, than in ordinary passenger cars, as modification for
bulky 4-wheel-drive hardware requires increases in height to avoid compromising ground
clearance raising the center of gravity , while a short wheelbase further reduces stability. It used
the same tires as the Ford Ranger with a relatively low rating for high temperatures. Lowering
tire pressure recommendations softened the ride further and improved emergency stability
through increased traction, but increased the chances of overheating tires. Memos by Ford
engineers suggested lowering the engine height, but it would have increased the cost of the
new design. Explorer rollover rates, at the time of the controversy, were higher than any of its
competitors. While Firestone turned out millions of sub-standard and potentially defective tires,
and was the initial cause of loss of control on many Ford Explorer Firestone tire tread
separation rollovers, the blame shifted towards Ford for a defectively designed and unstable
vehicle. The failures all involved tread separation , in which the outer tread carcass would
delaminate and cause a rapid loss of tire pressure. Ford argued that Firestone was at fault,
noting that the tires made by Firestone were very defective. Some have argued that poor driver
reaction to tire blowout was a contributing factor. In response to Firestone's allegations of the
Explorer's design defects, NHTSA undertook a preliminary investigation and reported that
further action was not required. Its conclusion was that the Explorer was no more prone to
rollover than other SUVs given their high center of gravity. In May , Ford announced it would
replace 13 million Firestone tires fitted to Explorer vehicles. On December 22, , U-Haul , the
largest American equipment rental company, announced it would prohibit its outlets from
renting trailers to persons planning to tow behind Ford Explorers due to liability concerns, with
no published data to substantiate the claim. U-Haul did not alter its policies regarding the
renting of trailers to persons planning to tow behind the Mercury Mountaineer , Mazda Navajo or
earlier versions of the Lincoln Aviator , which are all mechanically identical to the Ford Explorer.
The 4. When the engine is running for an extended period of time with this issue, the engine can
jump timing or cease from running, damaging the heads and valves. Timing chain rattle was
mitigated in later years of the SOHC in most vehicles, after with updated cassettes and
tensioners. The 5R55 series transmissions found on second through fourth generation
Explorers was also notorious for premature failures. Common issues with this transmission
include but are not limited to servo pin bore wear, premature transmission case wear, and
excessive valve body wear. The water pumps on these engines are internally mounted and
driven by the timing chain. As a result, when they fail, antifreeze is dumped directly into the
crankcase; mixing with engine oil and potentially damaging the head gaskets and connecting
rod bearings. Many of these water pump failures occur without warning and repairs often cost
thousands of dollars as the engine needs to be disassembled or removed from the vehicle to
access the water pump. In some cases, the engine will need to be replaced outright. A class
action lawsuit was started against Ford as a result of this issue. Ford Explorer. Main article:
Mercury Mountaineer. Main article: Lincoln Aviator. Main article: Firestone vs Ford Motor
Company controversy. Cars portal. Retrieved August 20, Retrieved August 4, October 31,
August 24, Willis Law Firm. Archived from the original on September 19, Retrieved September
17, October Motor Trend. Retrieved March 27, Right Drive. Archived from the original on
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New York Times. December 9, Retrieved October 7, Edmunds Inside Line. February 6, Archived
from the original on June 24, Retrieved October 15, January 5, January 6, Archived from the
original on October 5, Archived from the original on July 28, Detroit News. Archived from the
original on December 8, Retrieved January 12, Archived from the original on February 9,
Archived from the original on January 10, Archived from the original on May 11, Retrieved July
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The Wall Street Journal. Retrieved September 20, Retrieved January 4, July 26, Archived from
the original on January 17, November 5, Archived from the original on May 19, Retrieved June
16, Archived from the original on January 6, February 3, Archived from the original on February
8, Retrieved April 19, Retrieved May 23, March 28, Archived from the original on March 29,
Retrieved March 28, Retrieved April 18, Car and Driver. Retrieved January 9, March 4, Retrieved
March 5, Retrieved October 21, Retrieved April 2, Retrieved December 21, Retrieved April 4,
March 13, Detroit Free Press. March 15, Retrieved February 1, Drive Arabia. Archived from the
original on October 1, Retrieved May 4, Popular Mechanics. Ford Explorer Rollover. August 31,
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the original on June 13, USA Today. Retrieved May 2, Underhood Service. Retrieved July 21, The
Transmission Shop. Ford Authority. Retrieved February 4, July 23, June 15, Archived from the
original on June 15, Sales Record". Sales Climb 8. Archived from the original PDF on April 30,
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needed ]. Lincoln Aviator. Ford 10R60 speed automatic. Wikimedia Commons has media related
to Ford Explorer. In spite of its ubiquity, the dated Ford Explorer can't compete with the other
excellent midsize SUVs available. Since its introduction in as a model, the Ford Explorer has
resided at the top of the sport-utility sales heap. This is totally understandable, as the Explorer
combines style, comfort and room in a go-anywhere package. The modern-day Country Squire,
some have called it, after the segment-leading station wagon of the s. In , Ford sold , Explorers.
But it's also a compliment to Ford, as the Explorer gets just about everything right. The interior
instills a feeling of quality that is missing from the Chevrolet Blazer. An organically sweeping
dashboard houses radio controls that can be operated without a magnifying glass. Materials in
the Explorer look and feel rich. Explorers offer more cargo capacity than most rivals do, and five
passengers can ride with ease. The Explorer's standard 4. Acceleration is fine from a standstill,
but step on the gas at 50 mph and not much happens. That's not good news when there's a
need to pass or merge. To compensate, Ford also offers an OHV 5. While the acceleration with
the 5. In addition, this engine costs less and offers greater fuel efficiency. We recommend this
powerplant over the other two motor choices due to its great power, decent fuel economy and
affordable price. Explorers retain a distinctly trucklike character, which could be a bonus or a
demerit. They're tough and solid, though steering is a little slow and ponderous and the body
leans through tight corners. Braking is excellent and the suspension has a compliant attitude,
but Ford's Explorer can bounce around over rough pavement, making occupants regret the
Denver omelet they had for breakfast. Ford has a philosophy of building vehicles that everyone
can be happy with. Sure, the Jeep Grand Cherokee feels sportier, and the Toyota 4Runner looks
cooler, but the Explorer has just the right amount of class and ruggedness to make it America's
best-selling off-roader. If you are thinking about buying a sport-ute, chances are you've already
checked out the Explorer. If you haven't, do yourself a favor and find out why there are so many
of these trucks on the road. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars.
Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help you
make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research the
type of used car you're interested in and then select a prew-owned vehicle from our massive
database to find cheap used cars for sale near you. Once you have identified a used or CPO
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Used Ford Explorer SUV. Is it better to lease or buy
a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a
financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off
the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less
expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive
a new car every three years or so. Check out Ford lease specials Check out Ford Explorer lease
specials. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. For Sale Review Features Save. View
Photos. Appraise this car. Trucklike ride, poor gas mileage with V8 engine. Other years. List
Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Find savings on the Explorer for sale near you. See
Pricing. Sign up for price drop alerts. Be the first to know when prices drop near Edmunds'
Expert Review. Vehicle overview. For the Ford Explorer, a color-keyed, two-spoke
leather-wrapped steering wheel with auxiliary audio, climate and speed control is now standard
on Eddie Bauer models. Read more. Write a review See all reviews. I purchased this vehicle
while hoping to find a good used 4Runner of the same vintage, but this one-owner SUV
appeared with ,mi with a nearly new remanufactured engine owner felt a new engine was better
value than replacing both head gaskets, one of which was leaking that looked exceptionally
good, outside not even a door ding and with an interior that looked amazing, showing no real
wear at all. A former 6cyl Cherokee I once had only managed 16 city and 20 highway. I don't
plan going on expeditions with the vehicle, but I was amazed at how it did in conditions I
thought it would fail at. Overall, given its high chassis mileage especially, it's tight and

rattle-free and has been extremely reliable I have the service records since new , and except for
the head gasket problem, only the front shocks and upper ball joints were replaced except for
normal wear items like brake pads, wiper blades, etc. Read less. Fantastic Vehicle for Family
Fun. I bought this vehicle used and currently have , miles on it. It needs a little front end work
right now, but nothing that isn't expected at the , mile mark. The Explorer handles great in
winter weather and also does surprisingly well off road for an AWD vehicle. I am an offroad
hobbyist and use this to tow both a Jeep and a camper at various times. There is plenty of room
for me, my wife and our three kids. I am most impressed with the ride quality while towing. It
tows my lb camper like there is nothing there. We do have a class III towing hitch which helps.
The 5. Love that engine. Overall I love this vehicle and have been very impressed with its
durability and reliability. Take care of it and it will take care of you. Every vehicle requires
maintenance with aging. Just do the maintenance and you will drive an Explorer for a long time.
Wife uses it as a commuter vehicle, I get it when anything is wrong with it We have k miles on
the car. She commutes 30 miles daily 4 miles city 26 miles highway daily with vehicle. We got k
miles out of the previous generation car before someone hit it and totaled it. You can get good
mileage out of these cars if you dutifully maintain them. Husband has Ford Explorer Sport Trac
for work around the farm and grounds. Update February Mileage now K and still going Where
did you get your SUV? An SUV is not a mercades benz. If you want comfort, buy a car not a
truck. I love my Explorer and have had several in the past 5 years. No breakdowns, no problems
and great maintenance plan. As for offroad, it handles perfectly fine and has plenty of clearance.
If you want to bounce around like a kangaroo, buy a Monster Truck with poofy tires. I stand 6'2"
and get claustraphoic in vehicles. As for carrying room. We have 2 large dogs and the truck
area is plenty of space for travelling gear as well as dogs. Write a review. IIHS Rating. Side
Impact Test. See full safety scores. Sponsored cars related to the Explorer. Sign Up. Make
Model Year. Vehicle History. Vehicle Listing Details. When buying at Bradley Hubler Chevrolet
you will recieve One free carwash a month for as long as you own the car. First oil change is
always on us. You will be entered into the customer for life program, which provide many
valuable discount. Please confirm the accuracy of the included equipment by calling us prior to
purchase. Best of all the price you see is the price you pay. No haggling. No back and forth. No
pressure. And this price is so good it is guaranteed. Subject to certain terms and conditions.
See store for details. Some restrictions apply. Disinfectant methods or claims should not be
deemed to state or imply these products can eliminate or prevent transmission of any virus,
illness or disease. Only , Miles! This Ford Explorer boasts a Gas V6 4. This Ford Explorer
Comes Equipped with These Options Tri-color tail lamps, Tilt steering wheel, Super engine
cooling, Sport cloth front bucket seats, Speed-sensitive intermittent windshield wipers, Speed
control, Solar-tinted glass-inc: windshield, front door windows, Soft release parking brake,
Single-key system, Side door intrusion beams. It has an Automatic transmission and a Gas V8
5. Call our sales team today at to schedule a time to come take a test drive at Roland Rich Ford
in Delavan, IL! We look forward to working with you! Recent Arrival! At Darlings, we believe that
we all have a role to play in the success of our community. We do our part by donating time,
money, services, and expertise to charitable organizations and nonprofits, both large and small.
We also encourage all of our employees to get involved, coach a team, participate in community
projects, and work to make our area a better place to live, work, and raise a family. The best
prices in Bangor, Augusta, and Ellsworth are at Darling's! Look at this Ford Explorer Sport. It
has an Automatic transmission and a Gas V6 4. Odometer is miles below market average! This
warranty is valid in all fifty states. While we make every effort to ensure the data listed here is
correct, there may be instances where some of the options or vehicle features may be listed
incorrectly as we get data from multiple data sources. Dealer cannot be held liable for data that
is listed incorrectly. See Dealer for details. Cash Clearance Vehicle! Buy it right. This fun to
drive family SUV is V6, 4. Come on down to our N Freeway, Pueblo location today to test drive
and an offer on your next vehicle. Vehicle is at our Pueblo Location Good or Bad credit we can
help. The number one used car dealer in the new Downtown district - Stop in and see why! Bad
Credit? No Credit?? No Problem!!! This fun to drive SUV is V6, 4. Come on down to our N
freeway, Pueblo location today to test drive and make an offer on your next vehicle. We are
family owned and operated for over 20 years with multiple locations across Colorado. Let's help
you with your next vehicle purchase. No warranty available for purchase. You can make your
purchase with confidence and complete your purchase hassle free in a timely manner. As a
Carfax certified dealer we provide a free Carfax with every purchase. Additionally we will be
happy to provide all of our customers with a complimentary Carfax on their vehicle as well. At
Broadway Auto Mall we would love to earn your business! All prices are cash prices; however
we do offer a plethora of financing options. We offer bank financing special financing and
on-the-lot financing. We also have a full service department body shop and detailing available

for your convenience. Appraisers are always on site. If you have any questions feel free to
contact one of our friendly sales associates at or email us and we will be happy to help. It is
equipped with a 5 Speed Automatic transmission. It is offered As-Is, extended warranty is
available. Sport trim. In fact, it is our promise that if you find a lower advertised price on a
comparable vehicle in the 4 state area we will refund you the difference. Price does not include
title, license, or dealer doc fees. Price contains all applicable dealer incentives and non-limited
factory rebates. You may qualify for additional rebates; see dealer for details. Popular searches.
My notifications My Account. Save Search. Enter your ZIP code to show only relevant vehicles
for sale nearby. Search radius. Home delivery available. Only show local listings. Year s. Engine
Details Transmission Automatic 8, Manual 1. Cylinders 6 cylinders 5, 4 cylinders 1, 8 cylinders
Fuel Economy. Vehicle Listing Details Recently added listings. Listings with recent price drops.
No accidents. Title issue. Price Drop. Know The Deal. New Listing. Showing 1 - 18 out of 9,
listings. Overall Consumer Rating. I purchased this vehicle while hoping to find a good used
4Runner of the same vintage, but this one-owner SUV appeared with ,mi with a nearly new
remanufactured engine owner felt a new engine was better value than replacing both head
gaskets, one of which was leaking that looked exceptionally good, outside not even a door ding
and with an interior that looked amazing, showing no real wear at all. A former 6cyl Cherokee I
once had only managed 16 city and 20 highway. I don't plan going on expeditions with the
vehicle, but I was amazed at how it did in conditions I thought it would fail at. Overall, given its
high chassis mileage especially, it's tight and rattle-free and has been extremely reliable I have
the service records since new , and except for the head gasket problem, only the front shocks
and upper ball joints were replaced except for normal wear items like brake pads, wiper blades,
etc. Read more. Read less. Sign Up. I purchased my Ford Explorer used in It has been an
excellent and dependable vehicle. With almost , miles, it is still a comfortable vehicle to ride in,
and has tons of space. I haven't had very many issues mechanical related that aren't just normal
wear and tear. I will keep it until I have no choice but too. Brought my ford explorer it was used
as a farm truck, took me all of 4 hole weekends to clean it, it has not had any love for a while,
but hoping that the LPG will help to keep her on road for a few years. Lots of room and comfort.
Nice radio and system factory installed. Not so great on gas mileage. It is four wheel drive all
the time though so that is to be expected. No major mechanical issues so far, and what we have
had to repair has been fairly cheap. Change Year. Owner Reviews. For Sale Near Me. Eddie
Bauer. Select Model: Sport. Optional Torque: ft. Optional Horsepower: hp. Mechanical Features
4. Compare Models Sport. Gasoline Fuel. Dual sail-mounted manual mirrors. Hood sound
insulation. Dual sail-mounted pwr mirrors. Body-color contoured door handles. Body-color
body-side moldings. Platinum wheellip moldings. Solar-tinted glass-inc: windshield, front door
windows. Speed-sensitive intermittent windshield wipers. Tri-color tail lamps. Flip-open "Opera"
windows. Vinyl front bucket seats. Warning chimes-inc: headlights-on, key-in-ignition, seat belt.
Black steering wheel. Low-series floor console. Color-keyed door trim panels-inc: vinyl insert,
carpeted lower portion, front door map pockets. Cargo area dome light. Color-keyed full-length
carpet. Color-keyed molded cloth headliner. Pwr windows-inc: illuminated controls,
"one-touch-down" driver window. Rear window defroster. Pwr accessory delay. Soft release
parking brake. Securilock passive anti-theft system. Cloth front captains chairs. Flow-through
air ventilation. Black cigarette lighter. Child safety rear door locks. Front adjustable-height
shoulder safety belts. Side door intrusion beams. Fuel pump inertia shutoff switch. Carla B
wrote on February 17, Paul Pettifer wrote on January 12, Misty K wrote on December 2, See All
Reviews Continue to Overview. A majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents,
been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open
recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of
sources and has helped millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a
vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping
millions of used car shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden
problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with
their customers and sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records,
CARFAX has built up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including
government offices, law enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships,
insurance companies and many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has
collected information from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price
was absolutely worth. Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I ha
chevy silverado 2005
generac ix2000 parts
bottom bracket parts diagram

d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

