Chevrolet monte carlo history

The Monte Carlo had at first become known in the automotive press as "a Chevelle in a dinner
suit". The Monte Carlo had become staggeringly popular throughout the s, and even after the
Malibu sedan was discontinued after , the Monte Carlo still carried on due to its strong sales
until In , the Monte Carlo name was resurrected and was now a front wheel drive coupe version
of the Lumina , and in it became the same for the all-new Impala another popular name from
Chevrolet's past. The model year was the Monte Carlo's last. They modeled the styling on the
contemporary Cadillac Eldorado , although much of the body and structure were shared with
the Chevrolet Chevelle firewall, windshield, decklid, and rear window were the same , adding
new front end sheetmetal, wider C-pillars, and new rear fenders. Bulges were added to the
fenders to create a more muscular appearance. The Monte Carlo also had the then-fashionable
concealed windshield wipers. The standard powertrain was the hp 5. Front disc brakes were
standard equipment. The dashboard was basically identical to the upper-level Malibus except
for fake wood trim, according to Holls a photographic reproduction of the elm trim used by
Rolls-Royce , and higher grade nylon upholstery and carpeting were used. Various options were
available. Optional engines included a hp four-barrel version of the , a hp 6. Note that the two
V8s offered this year were actually two different designs; the two-barrel carbureted was a bored
and stroked small-block engine, while the 4-barrel was a slightly enlarged version of the big
block V8 and had an actual displacement of cid. The most sporting option was the Monte Carlo
SS package. It also included heavy-duty suspension , wider tires, and an automatic
load-leveling rear suspension. The Turbo-Hydramatic transmission with a 3. A labor strike that
cut into GM's production limited sales to ,, short of the , projected, although most Monte Carlos
were sold for full list price, making it a very profitable model. Only 3, of Montes were SS s. The
model year saw only modest styling changes, including a different grille and slimmer, vertical
tail lights. Front parking lights were changed from round to rectangular. Inside, it got new
"European symbol knobs," and a four-spoke steering wheel became optional. Mechanically it
was largely unchanged, although the small-block was dropped. Other engines had compression
ratios lowered to allow the use of regular leaded, low-lead, or unleaded gasoline, per a GM
corporate edict. Engine ratings fell to hp for the base , hp for the , and hp for the The SS engine
was actually raised to a nominal hp despite the reduction in compression ratio. The
TurboHydramatic officially remained the only transmission for the SS, but a heavy-duty clutch
option on the order form suggests that it may have been possible to special-order a hp LS-6
with a four-speed manual transmission. While rumors persist that a small number of cars were
so equipped, to date no documented cars have been found to exist. The SS package would be
discontinued after this year, but the V8 engine would remain optional in Monte Carlos through
The initial response to which the SS was discontinued was that the Monte Carlo was marketed
as a luxury vehicle instead of a muscle car; the SS nameplate would be resurrected 11 years
later in A Cadillac -like eggcrate grille similar to the Caprice and a metal rear trim molding
highlighted the changes to the Monte Carlo, the final year for the first generation design. Front
parking lights were now mounted vertically beside the headlights. The new ratings for the Monte
Carlo were:. In California, which had emissions standards more stringent than federal law, the
4-barrel carbureted was the standard engine, and the only option was the 4-barrel carbureted
Also, the only transmission offered in California was the Turbo Hydramatic. For , the four-speed
manual transmission was discontinued from the option list as a line in the Monte Carlo
brochure describing its market position as a personal luxury car stated "Sorry, no
four-on-the-floor. Like other GM mid-size cars, the Monte Carlo was no longer a hardtop, but a
pillared coupe with rear side opera windows and frameless door glass known in GM-speak as
"colonnade". Prominent styling features included dual headlights flanking an eggcrate grille
with a Monte Carlo emblem in front and vertical taillights above the bumper. The front bumper
was a large federally-mandated 5 mph bumper that was among the required federal safety
standards for all passenger cars sold in the U. The standard Monte Carlo with manual
transmission, retained "traditional" steering and bias-ply tires, but the radial-tuned system was
included when the automatic transmission was ordered, earning the Monte Carlo S label. A new
model for was the Monte Carlo Landau , which was basically an "S" with a rear quarter Landau
vinyl roof, Turbine II wheels and driver and passenger-side sport mirrors. The interior of the
Monte Carlo featured an all-new, wraparound cockpit-style instrument panel, similar to that
found in some contemporary Pontiacs , Buicks and Oldsmobiles , in which gauges and various
instruments were centered within easy reach of the driver. The simulated burl elm trim was
retained. A split bench seat was standard, but "Strato Bucket" seats of a new design were
optional, along with a floor console with shifter and storage compartment. The bucket seats
were of a one-piece highback design with built-in headrests, and could swivel some 90 degrees
to permit the driver and front passenger easier entry and exit. Cloth and vinyl trims were offered
with both the bench and bucket seats. The standard engine was a hp V8. Optional engines

included a hp and a SS with a hp four-barrel carbureted V8. The Monte Carlo set a new sales
record for Chevrolet, with nearly , sold for the model year. The Monte Carlo received only minor
detail changes from its predecessor, most notably a revised grille in the front and taller and
slimmer vertical taillights in the rear, along with a relocated license plate and larger 5 MPH rear
bumper. The base Monte Carlo with manual transmission, standard suspension and bias-ply
tires was discontinued, leaving only the "S" and "Landau" models but with radial-ply tires and
upgraded suspensions along with standard power steering and front disc brakes. A three-speed
manual transmission was listed as standard equipment on "S" and "Landau" models equipped
with the standard V8, and an automatic transmission was a required option with the larger and
"SS" V8s. A number of sources indicate, however, that Chevrolet built virtually all Monte Carlos
with the automatic transmission. The standard was again rated at hp in 49 states. In California,
the standard engine was a at hp. Reappearing on the Monte's option list for the first time since
was a small block V8 rated at hp not offered in California or hp with a four-barrel carburetor. The
top engine was again the "SS" V8 rated at and came with dual exhausts. Despite the Arab Oil
Embargo of late and early that greatly cut into sales of standard and intermediate-sized cars in
favor of smaller compacts and imported subcompacts, the Monte Carlo went the other way on
the sales charts by setting a new sales record this year of over , units despite the long lines at
gas stations and record-high gasoline prices. The Monte Carlo received only minor styling
changes from the model, including a new grille with the Monte Carlo emblem moved to the
center section and the taillights gained body-colored horizontal louvers. Front parking lights
were now split vertically instead of horizontally. All models received catalytic converters to
meet the latest federal and California emission requirements that included bonuses such as
improved fuel economy and drivability, along with longer spark plug and muffler life, but
required more expensive and lower-octane unleaded gasoline. Speedometers now read MPH
instead of , and the dashboard got slightly revised gauge graphics. Engines were carryover
from except for the addition of GM's High Energy electronic ignition being made standard
equipment and the V8 no longer offered on California cars, leaving the hp as the top engine in
the Golden State. Base engine continued to be the with the automatic, with the California-only ,
and the and V8s. Sales dropped off a bit from 's record-setting pace, but they were still very
substantial at around , units. New competition from Chrysler's new Cordoba and to a lesser
extent, Dodge's new Charger , were likely culprits and both of which, incidentally, very much
resembled the Monte Carlo. A new crosshatch grille and vertically-mounted rectangular
headlamps, along with reshaped taillights, identified the Monte Carlo the reshaped taillight
pattern was later incorporated into the Monte Carlo. Under the hood, a new hp 5. The big-block
V8 was discontinued from the option list this year. The automatic transmission officially became
standard equipment on all Monte Carlos. Interior trims remained the same as with both base
and Custom levels, but the instrument panel and steering wheel featured a new rosewood trim
replacing the burled elm of previous years. A new option was a two-toned "Fashion Tone" paint
combination. Monte Carlo sales hit an all-time record with production of over , units this year. A
revised grille with the Monte Carlo emblem moved to a stand-up hood ornament and revised
taillight lenses a bit shorter than previous marked the Monte Carlo, which was the last year for
the vintage design before the introduction of a downsized Monte Carlo. The engine list was
reduced to a mere two engines - a standard hp or a hp All GM A-body cars including the Monte
Carlo were downsized for the model year, and were lbs lighter and some 15" shorter than the
model, but passenger and trunk room were improved. To carry on Monte Carlo tradition, the
front and rear quarters still sported the stylish curved fender contours that were the essence of
the first 2 generations. New base engines included a new Chevrolet-built 3. The three-speed
manual transmission reappeared for the first time in several years as standard equipment on
the base model with the V6 engine, and the automatic transmission was optional. The optional
5. A four-speed manual transmission with floor shifter was optional with the , the first time a
four-speed manual was offered on the Monte Carlo since T-tops were now an option for the first
time. Only minor trim changes were made to the Monte Carlo, that included slightly revised
grille and larger wraparound taillights. The hp 5. A forgettable hp 4. The same transmissions
were carried over from , including a standard three-speed manual and optional four-speed
manual, or an optional three-speed automatic. This would be the last year that Chevrolet would
offer manual transmissions on the Monte Carlo due to extremely low buyer interest. The car had
a mild frontal restyle, with an eggcrate grille, quad headlights and amber indicators mounted
beneath. Rear styling remained the same. An automatic transmission became standard on all
models and a new Chevrolet -built 3. A new option for was Buick's turbocharged version of the
V6 rated at hp. Other optional engines included and V8s, which carried over from last year. It
featured a smoother profile than the previous models in a quest for better aerodynamics and
eliminated the trademark curvaceous fender contours , and new vertical taillights similar to the

models. Engine offerings were mostly carried over, including the standard V6 V6 in California an
optional V8 not available in California. The V8 was now temporarily available only in California
models - the V8 was unfortunately the top V8 option for the rest of the 49 states. Automatic
transmission, power steering and power front disc brakes were standard equipment. All
transmissions were again the 3-speed auto. The Monte Carlo, like all other GM cars this year,
inherited GM's new Computer Command Control lockup torque converter system, which
resulted in slightly quicker and firmer shifts than before. Only mild revisions were made on the
Monte Carlo. The V6 and V8 were carried over from , but the turbocharged V6 was dropped but
still remained on the Buick Regal Sport Coupe. An unfortunate new engine addition was the
dreaded hp Oldsmobile -built 5. With the introduction of GM's new mid-size platform that saw
the introduction of the Chevrolet Celebrity , Pontiac , Buick Century , and Oldsmobile Cutlass
Ciera , the chassis designations were shuffled up. The new mid-size cars were now designated
as A-body cars, whereas the cars previously designated as A-bodies such as the Monte were
now called G-bodies. The console and floor shift option, along with T-tops, were temporarily
discontinued. Sporting a new body-colored front fascia with an integrated air dam, 5-spoke rally
wheels with series 15" tires, a rear spoiler and a high-output hp V8, the Monte Carlo SS was
clearly inspired by the hallowed muscle cars of the s. Car and Driver magazine tested an SS,
which ran in 8. The base Monte Carlo received only minor changes, including a revised grille
and interior trim patterns. The V6 remained the standard engine in the base model and the hp V8
which made a welcome return this year was optional for all 50 states. The V8 was dropped from
the lineup. The basis for the Monte Carlo, the Malibu sedan, was dropped at the end of last year,
but the Monte soldiered on due to continued strong sales. Chrysler's J-body Cordoba and
Mirada twins were also dumped at the end of last year, leaving the Ford Thunderbird and
Mercury Cougar XR7 as the Monte's true outside competition, which were all new last year. The
SS especially was a hit with the car-buying public - 24, were sold this year, in addition to the ,
"regular" Montes. The SS still had a hp V8 that saw a 5 hp boost from the previous year. All
Montes were available again with Strato bucket seats and floor console as extra-cost options for
the first time since in place of the standard split bench seat with armrest. The regular Monte still
came standard with a hp V6 V6 for California and a hp V8 was optional. The V6 and diesel
engines got the three-speed automatic transmission, while the continued with the R 4-speed
overdrive transmission. T-tops were re-introduced discontinued after the model year. The SS
was now available in white, silver, maroon and black - but the medium blue color and now
highly sought after was unfortunately dropped. The SS also had new red-orange-yellow stripes
and new decal graphics. Gone for good was the V6, which was replaced by the new hp
fuel-injected 4. The unpopular diesel V8 would also be unceremoniously axed at the end of this
year. For , there were four distinct body styles available. New for the model year was a Luxury
Sport LS model that included "Euro" headlamps with removable bulbs in a plastic headlamp
housing, versus the smaller all-in-one glass headlights of previous years. The rear bumper of
the LS no longer had a "notch" between the bumper and trunk, and the taillights wrapped
around so that they were visible from the sides of the car. The Super Sport model still utilized
the prior year's styling for the rear bumper. Dashboards were again slightly revised to accept
new electronic stereos and got new gauge graphics, and SS models now got a MPH speedo.
Only Aerocoupes were sold to the public this year, making it one of the rarest Monte Carlos ever
made. The Super Sport incorporated the "smoothed" rear bumper and tail lamps first introduced
on the Luxury Sport, and the exterior decals were made smaller. The funky Aerocoupe was
much more popular this year and made up 6, of the 39, total Super Sports that were produced.
This was the last year for the third generation Monte Carlo. Appearance and mechanicals were
similar to the model - the LS still had the 4. The SS model still came with the hp carbureted V8.
The SS only came with the lay-down style spoiler, unlike the model, which came with either the
lay-down or stand-up type spoiler. Total production numbers for the final year of the rear-wheel
drive Monte Carlo was 30, - almost half of the numbers. The Monte Carlo would effectively be
replaced by the Lumina coupe in For the model year, the mid-size Lumina was split into two
models with the sedan continuing as the Lumina and the coupe reviving the Monte Carlo
nameplate for its fourth generation some referred to this new generation as the "Lumina Carlo".
Base LS models continued with little change. There would be virtually no changes in as the
Monte awaited an all-new bodystyle change in For its final generation, the Monte Carlo was now
a coupe version of the all-new Impala , and not only again called upon GM Motorsports for
design inspiration, but also to Monte Carlos of the past. Among the traits carried over from
older Monte Carlos were the stylized wheel flares, vertically-oriented taillamps, and a stylized
rear bumper. Another classic trait for was the return of the "Knight" badging, not seen on the
Monte Carlo since Two inches shorter overall than the previous Monte, it was three inches
longer in wheelbase, giving passengers an extra inch of leg room. From the NASCAR circuit

came the aerodynamic styling and duck tail spoiler as well as myriad commemorative and
special edition packages. Engine for the base LS model was the hp 3. A red Pace Car edition
with checkered flag decals was the limited-edition model this year. A side-impact airbag became
standard on the SS coupe for Both versions now included traction control, and OnStar became
standard in the SS. Dual-zone climate controls became standard on both models in , which
continued without much change, with the exception of a limited-edition tribute Dale Earnhardt
Signature Edition option package for the SS, of which were produced, and received unique
interior and exterior trim. This year's Pace Car was yellow with the requisite checkered flag
decals. There was also a blue Pace Car edition as well. The big news for was the addition of the
hp supercharged 3. Another limited-edition Dale Earnhardt, Jr edition was produced this year,
which was of course red, but a little more toned-down in comparison to the Earnhardt Jr model.
The Grand Prix coupe was dropped after , so the Monte was now the only remaining coupe out
of its surviving stablemates. Other than OnStar becoming standard on the LS model, there was
virtually no change in Chassis and interior dimensions, however, remained the same.
Nameplates were now the block type, replacing the previous cursive style. The SS, however,
remained the Big Kahuna of the lineup. Engines were all new this year, starting with a hp 3. The
SS features a distinct front-end appearance with a dual-split grille, black crosshatch grille
material, unique rear spoiler, bright exhaust tips, and FE4 sport suspension. All engines came
standard with a 4-speed automatic transmission. In , the LTZ and 3. This car has been
discontinued because there were not enough buyers due to the Chevrolet Impala being cheaper.
General Motors Company. Corvette C6. R GT2. This wiki. This wiki All wikis. Sign In Don't have
an account? Start a Wiki. Categories :. Cancel Save. Universal Conquest Wiki. FandomShop
Newsletter GalaxyQuest. Louis Chevrolet and William C. Corporate website. A brand of General
Motors. The Chevrolet Monte Carlo was an American-made two-door coupe introduced for
model year , and manufactured over five generations through model year It was marketed as a
personal-luxury coupe through most of its history, with the last model version being classified
as a full-sized coupe. When it was discontinued in , it had outlived many competitors that were
either discontinued many years earlier or changed in concept to either a four-door sedan or
small sport coupe. The Monte Carlo endured five design generations. The first three â€”72,
â€”77, â€”80 and â€”88 were of a rear-wheel-drive, V8-powered V6 available beginning in coupe
style, utilizing separate body-on-frame construction. The later rear-wheel-drive generations
bucked the trend of unit-body construction, along with smaller engines, that became more
prevalent in the early s as automakers downsized their vehicle lines to meet increasing
stringent fuel-economy regulations in the aftermath of two energy crises that led to gasoline
shortages and skyrocketing pump prices in and Despite those trends, the Monte Carlo remained
a popular seller and even regained the SS version initially offered for with cubic-inch V8 from
mid to with a high-performance cubic inch V8. Following a several year hiatus following the
discontinuation of the rear-drive Monte Carlo after , the nameplate was revived for on a
front-drive, V6-powered coupe based on the Chevrolet Lumina sedan. It was succeeded by the
sixth and final-generation Monte Carlo in that was built along-side of the Chevrolet Impala,
which succeeded the Lumina as Chevy's mid-sized sedan. The Monte Carlo SS was revived
from to , initially powered by 3. The Monte Carlo was originally created as Chevrolet's
counterpart to the then new G-body Pontiac Grand Prix, which had been introduced for model
year For the model year, GM had instituted a split-wheelbase policy for its A-body intermediate
cars: in mm for two-door models, in mm for sedans and in for station wagons. The Grand Prix
was a two-door coupe riding a special in mm version of the A-platform known as the "G-body ".
Rather than add the extra length within the body to increase passenger space as was customary
on sedans the G-body also known as the A-body Special spliced the extra length between the
firewall and the front wheels, creating an unusually long hood. The look was very successful,
and the new Grand Prix greatly outsold its larger, B-body predecessor despite higher prices.
The Monte Carlo was conceived by Elliot M. They modeled the styling on the contemporary
Cadillac Eldorado, although much of the body and structure were shared with the Chevrolet
Chevelle firewall, windshield, decklid, and rear window were the same. New exterior styling
featured concealed windshield wipers. A light monitoring system was optional. A mids article in
the magazine Chevrolet High Performance stated that the first generation Monte Carlo was
known to Chevrolet management under the working name Concours a usual practice was that
all Chevrolet model development names started with a "C". At one point, the proposal called for
a formal coupe, sedan, and convertible. DeLorean, who succeeded Estes as Chevrolet's general
manager earlier in the year after previously heading the Pontiac division, where he led the
development of the similar-bodied Grand Prix introduced the previous model year. The standard
powertrain was the CID 5. Front disc brakes were standard equipment. The dashboard was
basically identical to the Chevelle except for fake wood trim, according to Holls a photographic

reproduction of the elm trim used by Rolls-Royce, and higher grade nylon or vinyl upholstery
and deep-twist carpeting were used. Various options were available. The most sporty and
powerful option was the Monte Carlo SS package. It also included heavy-duty suspension, wider
tires, "SS " badging, and an automatic load-leveling rear suspension. The Turbo-Hydramatic
transmission with a 3. A labor strike at Chevrolet's Flint, Michigan assembly plant where most
Monte Carlo production was scheduled during the early months of the model year immediately
following the car's introduction on September 18, limited overall model-year sales to ,; short of
the projected , During those early months, Monte Carlos were in short supply, with full-scale
production not happening until February , leaving many would-be buyers disappointed after
going to their Chevrolet dealers and finding no Monte Carlos in stock. However, once full
production got underway, Monte Carlos sold briskly and mostly at full list price usually being
ordered with many extra-cost options , making it a very profitable model for Chevrolet and its
dealership networks. SS s, however, did not sell so well in , with only 3, of the Monte Carlos
being the most sporty and powerful model in the range. The '71 year saw only modest styling
changes. Inside, the SS model got new "European symbol knobs", and a four-spoke steering
wheel became optional. Mechanically, it was largely unchanged, although the small-block
Turbo-Fire two-barrel engine was dropped. Other engines had compression ratios lowered to
allow the use of regular leaded, low-lead, or unleaded gasoline, per a GM corporate edict. The
SS engine was actually raised to a nominal gross hp kW despite the reduction in compression
ratio. This increase in horsepower was a result of the engine using the more aggressive
camshaft from the hp used in the Chevrolet Corvette and full-sized sedans. Chevrolet listed
both gross and SAE net horsepower figures in with the impending change to SAE net ratings in
There has been no documented case of a Monte Carlo SS car with the hp kW LS-6 version of the
, with solid valve lifters and a longer-duration camshaft, previously found in the Chevelle SS
where it was rated at hp kW ; however, they did come with an LS5 The Turbo Hydramatic
officially remained the only transmission for the SS, but a heavy-duty clutch option on the order
form suggests that it may have been possible to special-order a LS-6 with a four-speed manual
transmission the four-speed wasn't listed officially as an "SS" option but was available as an
RPO in regular Monte Carlos with the and engines. However, there has never been a
documented case of such a combination. Chevrolet records indicate that the factory only
installed the LS-6 installations in Corvettes that year. The SS package would be discontinued
after this year following production of only 1, units, but the CID V8 engine would remain
optional in Monte Carlos through The reason given for discontinuing the SS was that the Monte
Carlo was marketed as a luxury vehicle instead of a muscle car. The SS nameplate would be
resurrected 12 years later. Yet, at the same time that the Monte Carlo SS was judged a failure in
the marketplace and discontinued, the Monte's reputation as a performance car on the race
track was gaining strength because Ford and Chrysler were ending their factory-backed racing
support due to declining muscle car sales and the need to divert dollars to meet costly Federal
safety and emission regulations General Motors' official policy had prohibited factory racing
efforts since As factory support ended at Ford and Chrysler, the stock-car racing mantle
switched to independent teams and sponsors, who overwhelmingly chose Chevrolets over Ford
and Chrysler products due to Chevy's much greater availability and affordability of
over-the-counter racing parts through the Chevy dealer network. And the Monte Carlo was
considered the best suited Chevrolet model for stock car racing by most NASCAR teams due to
its in 2, mm wheelbase only one inch above NASCAR's minimum requirements at that time, the
Chevelle 2-doors had a shorter inch wheelbase and long-hood design which placed the engine
further back in the chassis than most other vehicles for better weight traction. Like its
predecessor, production of the Monte Carlo also got off to a slow start due to a labor strike, this
time a day corporate-wide walkout that coincided with the introduction of the models in
September, , leaving dealerships with only a small shipment of models built before the strike in
stock until the strike was settled in mid-November, and then slow-going in reaching normal
production levels until around January 1, Model-year production ended at , including the 1, SS
models. A Cadillac-like egg-crate grille similar to the Chevrolet Caprice and a metal rear trim
molding highlighted the changes to the Monte Carlo, the final year for the first generation
design. The SS was dropped, but a new Monte Carlo Custom option appeared as a one-year
only offering that included a special suspension and other items previously included with the
SS option. Unlike the departed SS package, it was available with any engine on the roster. The
engines were largely unchanged, but an industry-wide switch to SAE net hp numbers led to a
reduction in the rated power of all Chevrolet engines. Chevrolet did not list gross horsepower
figures for Compared to figures, only the and had a decrease in power. The new ratings for the
Monte Carlo were:. In California, which had emissions standards more stringent than federal
law, the 4-barrel carbureted was the standard and only available engine. Also, the only

transmission offered in California was the Turbo Hydramatic. For , the four-speed manual
transmission was discontinued from the option list as a line in the Monte Carlo brochure
describing its market position as a personal luxury car stated "Sorry, no four-on-the-floor.
Mechanically, the most significant change was that variable-ratio power steering became
standard equipment for the first time. Interior trim was relatively unchanged from other than the
availability of all-vinyl upholstery with the standard bench seat in addition to the optional Strato
bucket seats. Cloth interiors were also offered with both bench and bucket seats. Monte Carlo
was a very popular seller during the model year as production increased significantly to , to set
a new record in the final year for the first-generation G-body. Monte Carlo and other Chevrolet
models were promoted as part of a new ad campaign in which Chevys in print and broadcast
ads were featured at various tourist attractions and sites around the United States under the
tagline "Chevrolet: Building a Better Way To See The USA. A redesigned Monte Carlo was
introduced alongside other GM intermediates. Like other GM mid-size cars, the Monte Carlo was
no longer a hardtop, but a pillared coupe with rear side opera windows and frameless door
glass. Prominent styling features included dual headlights flanking an egg-crate grille with a
Monte Carlo emblem in front and vertical taillights above the bumper. The front bumper was a
large federally mandated 5 mph 8. The separate body-on-frame construction carried over for , as
was the basic all-coil suspension. For improved ride and handling, the Monte Carlo featured a
number of innovations for a large American car such as standard radial-ply tires, Pliacell shock
absorbers, high-caster steering, and front and rear anti-roll bars previously offered only with the
SS package. The standard Monte Carlo with manual transmission, retained "traditional" steering
and bias-ply tires, but the radial-tuned system was included when the automatic transmission
was ordered, earning the Monte Carlo S label. A new model for was the Monte Carlo Landau,
which was basically an "S" with a rear quarter Landau vinyl roof, Turbine II wheels and driver
and passenger-side sport mirrors. The interior of the Monte Carlo featured an all-new,
wraparound cockpit-style instrument panel, similar to that found in some contemporary
Pontiacs, Oldsmobiles and Buicks, in which gauges and various instruments were centered
within easy reach of the driver. The simulated burl elm trim was retained. A split bench seat was
standard, but "Strato Bucket" seats of a new design were optional, along with a floor console
featuring an equally new shifter with knob and button similar to Pontiac's Rally Sports Shifter
replacing the Buick-like horseshoe shifter of previous years, and storage compartment. The
bucket seats were of a one-piece high-back design with built-in headrests, and could swivel
some 90 degrees to permit the driver and front passenger easier entry and exit. Cloth and vinyl
trims were offered with both the bench and bucket seats. The standard engine was a net hp kW
CID 5. The Monte Carlo set a new sales record for Chevrolet, with nearly , sold for the model
year. The success of the Monte Carlo and Pontiac's similar Grand Prix led to several new
personal luxury cars from competitors, including subsequent Mercury Cougar, the Ford Torino
Elite, the Chrysler Cordoba and restyled Dodge Charger, and even high-line versions of the
AMC Matador, which got a swoopy new coupe design for The Monte Carlo received only minor
detail changes from its predecessor, most notably a revised egg-crate grille in the front and
taller and slimmer vertical taillights in the rear, along with a relocated license plate and larger 5
mph 8. The base Monte Carlo with manual transmission, standard suspension and bias-ply tires
was discontinued, leaving only the "S" and "Landau" models equipped with radial-ply tires and
upgraded suspensions along with standard power steering and front disc brakes. A three-speed
manual transmission was listed as standard equipment on "S" and "Landau" models equipped
with the standard CID V8, and an automatic transmission was a required option with the larger
and CID V8s. However, a number of sources indicate that Chevrolet built virtually all Monte
Carlos with the Turbo Hydra-Matic transmission. For Californians, the standard engine was a
Turbo-Fire V8 with a four-barrel carburetor rated at hp kW that was not offered in the other 49
states. Reappearing on the Monte's option list for the first time since was a CID Turbo-Fire small
block V8 rated at hp kW with a two-barrel carburetor not offered in California or hp kW with a
four-barrel carburetor. Despite the Arab Oil Embargo of late and early that greatly cut into sales
of standard and intermediate-sized cars in favor of smaller compacts and imported
subcompacts, the Monte Carlo went the other way on the sales charts by setting a new sales
record this year of over , units despite the long lines at gas stations and record-high gasoline
prices. The Monte Carlo continued to lead in intermediate personal luxury car sales with the
Grand Prix placing second and the arrival of new competitors this year, including an upsized
Mercury Cougar, Ford Torino Elite and AMC's Matador coupe. Chrysler would introduce its
entries in this field for including the Chrysler Cordoba and redesigned Dodge Charger. The
Monte Carlo received only minor styling changes from the model, including a new grille with the
Monte Carlo emblem moved to the center section and new vertically shaped taillights with
horizontal louvers. All models received catalytic converters to meet the latest federal and

California emission requirements that included bonuses such as improved fuel economy and
drivability, along with longer spark plug and muffler life, but required more expensive and
lower-octane unleaded gasoline. Engines were carryover from except for the addition of GM's
High Energy electronic ignition being made standard equipment. However, power ratings for all
engines were decreased due to the addition of the catalytic converter. A three-speed manual
transmission was standard equipment with the base CID V8 used in 49 states and
California-only four-barrel V8. The Turbo Hydra-Matic optional and a required option for the and
V8s. Chevrolet sources, however, report that virtually all Monte Carlos were equipped with the
Turbo Hydra-Matic transmission, which became standard equipment for The standard interior
still consisted of a bench seat with knit-cloth and vinyl or all-vinyl upholstery. The swiveling
Strato bucket seats plus console and floor shifter were still optional with knit cloth or vinyl
upholstery. Also, white all-vinyl interiors were available for the first time this year with either
bench or bucket seats with contrasting colors for carpeting and instrument panels including
black, red, blue and green. A gauge that showed if one was using to much gas, a part of the
"Economider" Gauge package, became optional. Sales dropped off a bit from 's record-setting
pace due to higher prices resulting from the addition of the catalytic converter, double-digit
inflation and new competition from Chrysler's Cordoba and Dodge's Charger SE. Monte Carlo
production ended up at around , units but would rebound to set a new record in A new
crosshatch grille and vertically mounted rectangular headlamps, along with reshaped taillights
identified the Monte Carlo the reshaped taillight pattern was later incorporated into the fourth
generation Monte Carlo. California cars got a hp kW 4-barrel as the base engine not available in
49 states , and could be equipped with the 4-barrel V8. The big-block CID V8 was discontinued
from the option list this year. The Turbo Hydramatic transmission became standard equipment
on all Monte Carlos. Interior trims remained the same as with both base and Custom levels, but
the instrument panel and steering wheel featured a new rosewood trim replacing the burled elm
of previous years. A new option was a two-toned "Fashion Tone" paint combination. A revised
grille with the Monte Carlo "Knight's Crest" emblem moved to a stand-up hood ornament and
revised taillight lenses marked the Monte Carlo, which was the last year for the vintage design
before the introduction of a downsized Monte Carlo. Engine offerings were reduced to two
engines for The cubic inch V8 was dropped as an engine option. The Turbo Hydra-matic
transmission was included standard equipment. Interior trim received only minor revisions this
year with upholstery choices including cloth, velour and vinyl in both base and Custom trims.
Monte Carlo sales hit an all-time record with production of , units this year. The model was lb
lighter and some 15 inches shorter than the model. The model also had more interior and trunk
space than the earlier model. The three-speed manual transmission reappeared for the first time
in several years as standard equipment on the base model with the V6 engine, and the
automatic was optional. The optional V8 and all Landau models came standard with the
automatic. A four-speed manual transmission with floor shifter was optional with the V8, the
first time a four-speed manual was offered on the Monte Carlo since The same transmissions
were carried over from , including a standard three-speed manual and optional four-speed
manual, or an optional three-speed Turbo Hydramatic automatic. This would be the last year
that Chevrolet would offer manual transmissions on the Monte Carlo due to extremely low buyer
interest. A Monte Carlo, modified to a lowrider, was also heavily featured in the movie Training
Day. The car had a mild frontal restyle, with quad headlights and amber indicators mounted
beneath. The metric 3-speed automatic transmission became standard on all models and a new
Chevrolet-built CID V6 with 2-barrel Rochester carburetor replaced both the CID V6 of and the
Buick engine offered on all models and the Landau as the standard engine in 49 states
California cars still got the Buick engine. There were a total of 13, turbo Monte Carlo's for It
featured a smoother profile than the previous models and new vertical taillights similar to the
models. There were a total of 3, Monte Carlo Turbos for The Monte Carlo Turbo appeared
slightly different than other Monte Carlos that year because in addition to the turbo motor it also
was equipped with a small hood scoop on the left side of the hood. It also had Turbo 3. An
automatic transmission, power steering and power front disc brakes were standard equipment.
While the big Monte Carlo was the dominant body style in the late s, winning 30 or so races, the
downsized and cleaned-up body would only take three checked flags in the and seasons when it
was run. Only mild revisions were made on the Monte Carlo. All engines, except for the
turbocharged CID V6, which was discontinued along with the Monte Carlo Turbo model, were
carried over from With the introduction of GM's new mid-size platform that saw the introduction
of the Buick Century, Chevrolet Celebrity, Oldsmobile Cutlass Ciera and Pontiac , the chassis
designations were shuffled up. The new mid-size cars were designated as A-body cars, whereas
the cars previously designated as A-bodies were now called G-bodies. Receiving only minor
updates, the '83 Monte Carlo gained a revised grille and interior trim patterns. The Super Sport

Package, Z65 was once again made an option in The Monte Carlo SS was reintroduced in ,
following twelve years of being discontinued. The SS was a hit not only in the car-buying public,
starving for some power after the hefty emissions regulations of the late s but also in NASCAR
competition, where it continued to be a winning body style after the season successes.
Production picked up, and , sport coupes were sold as year model coupes. An additional 24,
had the SS option with an hp kW V8 that saw a 5 hp 3. The Monte Carlo SS was available with
Strato bucket seats and floor console as extra-cost options for the first time in place of the
standard split bench seat with armrest the Strato buckets also returned as an option on the
regular Monte after a two-year absence. Available for the last year in a base Monte Carlo was the
CID diesel engine, and there were only manufactured. All engines for got the three-speed
automatic transmission with the exception of three SSs at the end of the production run that
received the Turbo Hydramatic R4 transmission with overdrive. There was no rear spoiler. The
rims are 14" checker style, an option on the base Monte Carlos in the US. The side mirrors are
different style and black. The interior is that of a Grand Prix, in blue. Additional Information
about the Mexican SS. T-tops were re-introduced discontinued after the model year , and
additional SS colors Black, maroon and silver in addition to white , pinstriping, and options
were made available. The later to be highly sought after medium blue "gun metal" color for the
SS was dropped. A four-speed automatic overdrive transmission, the Turbo Hydramatic R4, with
a revised sport rear axle ratio containing 3. The V-8's were fitted with computer controlled
quadrajet carburetors. The Chevrolet Monte Carlo, Chevy's rear-wheel-drive personal-luxury
car, got more power, but for the first time since , no diesel engine was offered in the Monte
Carlo. In the Chevrolet Monte Carlo base model, the previously standard 3. That brought along
20 extra horsepower, for a new total of The optional 5. It jumped from horsepower to The High
Output 5. Herald Books. ISBN V8 in the SS came only with the four-speed this year. Though the
base coupe carried on visually unchanged, the SS was a different story. Previously offered only
in white or dark blue metallic, color choices were expanded to include silver, maroon, and black.
Despite its aging design, nearly , Monte Carlos found eager buyers in Though the total was
down somewhat from , the SS model saw sales climb from 24, to 35,, a sure sign that
performance was making a comeback. The Monte Carlo SS also came stock with a 35 millimeter
sway bar which added extra support for the high performance rear end. Color choices for the
Chevy Monte Carlo SS expanded from two to five, including this maroon hue. For , there were
four distinct body styles available. The base model Sport Coupe was still available with the
same general body panels that it had since , but featured new "aero" side mirrors similar to
those on Camaros and Chevrolet Corvette of the s. New for the model year was a Luxury Sport
model that had a revised front fascia, new "aero" side mirrors, and an updated sleek-looking
rear fascia. The LS front fascia included "Euro" headlamps with removable bulbs in a glass
composite headlamp housing, versus the smaller sealed beam glass headlights of previous
years. The rear bumper of the LS no longer had a "notch" between the bumper and trunk, and
the taillights wrapped around so that they were visible from the sides of the car. The Super
Sport model for incorporated the "aero" mirrors, yet still utilized the prior year's styling for the
rear bumper. Also new this year was the Aerocoupe model. The Aerocoupe was created by
modifications to the Super Sport body, including a more deeply sloped rear window and a
shorter trunk lid sporting a spoiler that lay more flat than previous Super Sports. Only
Aerocoupes were sold to the public, which happened to be the exact number NASCAR officials
required for road model features to be incorporated into the racing cars. This wiki. This wiki All
wikis. Sign In Don't have an account? Start a Wiki. Chevrolet Monte Carlo The Chevrolet Monte
Carlo was an American-made two-door coupe introduced for model year , and manufactured
over five generations through model year Categories :. Cancel Save. Fan Feed 0 Chevrolet
Monte Carlo. Universal Conquest Wiki. FandomShop Newsletter GalaxyQuest. When Kelly and I
got married in 79, she brought with her a nice 76 Monte Carlo. We drove that car for a year and
then traded it in on a Toyota Corolla. The Monte was a great riding car,but at that time gas
prices were really going up and we thought at the time we needed a fuel saver I've robbed quit a
few Monte parts for my chevelles over the years. Sorry to see em go You traded a '76 Monte
Carlo for an early '80s Corolla? That had to hurt! Thanks for the story, Rick. Thanks for the post
- I've always liked MonteCarlos too. A buddy had a real 70 SS when we were in our early 20s. We
bought a low mile, one owner 75 from a friend's uncle a few years later. I had a 96 and a as a
company car This piece of writing gives clear idea for the new visitors of blogging, that in fact
how to do running a blog. Take a look at my weblog Thanks, spammer! I barely understand that,
but I'll take it as a computer-generated compliment! My grandmother bought it brand new, I got
it in about Ended up with a cam and headers, and I learned how to do transmissions with that
car. I was rather hard on vehicles Did the trans 5 times, rear end twice, and went through the
engine once. I owned it 3 years and sold it to buy a gorgeous 79 firebird esprit -- I should have

kept the monte. I miss that car, and will have another when my wife's 84 monte is completed
hopefully driving this summer got the drivetrain installed, just finished making the factory ac
box clear the valve cover, have to get pulleys, then put the interior back together and paint, then
we are gonna cruise Route 66 with my 15 year old all the way from Kansas to Cali. Love this car.
I've been after it since I was probably 6 years old. He and his first wife drove it for several years.
My uncle bought it from them, drove it until it didn't run and parked it for a couple years. Then
my brother bought it from him. Went through the motor, gave it a repaint and a new vinyl top.
Almost immediately after that he joined the USAF and it was stored in our garage, being driven
in a few parades here and there. I finally convinced him to sell it to me in after years and years
of harassment lol. Stipulations are that if its ever sold that it be to someone in our family I had
absolutely no problem with that. Its going no where. Montes will always be my favorite cars
because of this gorgeous automobile. Thanks for the post, I love monte carlo. I guess I never
saw an amazing design and coolest car ever. I found a SS with under , mi. What questions
should I ask and what problems should I look for? The price seems almost too good to be true.
I'm also a big fan. My son's first car was an '04 SS. They were all good to me! She then had my
uncle get it customized with pin striping, lowered, chain steering wheel As a kid , I had no ideal
how cool that was! These were the days before seat belt laws and we all were hurt by flying into
the dash and windshield , BUT, if we had worn our seat belts , in that beautiful tank , I know we
would have been uninjured I have two monte carlo one is a custom the other one is not but was
loaded with all options it was my first car still have it and just got the custom restoring both. I've
had at least one incarnation of a Monte Carlo in my possession ever since I was of driving age. I
always loved the styling of the 1st and 4th generations the best and I have a '72 and an '85 SS
model in my garage right now. Great cars! I've owned 4 Monte Carlo cars over the years. I loved
each of them! For some reason this car feels right and suits my personality. It is unfortunate
coupes have lost popularity. I think these cars are some of the best driving, comfortable and
long lasting products. They are beautiful also! I still get looks in my sport metallic Red '05!! As
with all things, the market drives the product. So if people wants coupes, it just might return!
Just purchased a 06 monte Carlo it's white his name is Casper luv this car rides nice wish
Chevy would bring back the MC of course I'm a lady in my sixties get a lot of compliments from
the young folks don't know much about cars but I do have my oil changes done often but this
MC I have luv it drive about 30 miles to work ride is smooth let's here it for the monte. Rick
Byfield January 8, at PM. Craig Hover January 9, at AM. Max Burk January 9, at PM. Craig Hover
January 9, at PM. Unknown December 26, at PM. Anonymous January 11, at AM. Craig Hover
January 11, at AM. January 11, at AM. Unknown January 12, at PM. Justice October 1, at PM.
Anonymous April 22, at AM. Unknown August 24, at AM. Anonymous November 22, at PM.
Unknown December 19, at PM. Anonymous December 21, at PM. Anonymous December 28, at
PM. Unknown April 4, at PM. Unknown September 11, at PM. Anonymous October 30, at AM.
Unknown November 3, at AM. Anonymous July 30, at PM. Newer Post Older Post Home.
Subscribe to: Post Comments Atom. The Chevrolet Monte Carlo is a two-door coupe that was
manufactured and marketed by the Chevrolet division of General Motors. Deriving its name from
the namesake Monegasque city , the Monte Carlo was marketed as the first personal luxury car
of the Chevrolet brand. Introduced for the model year, the model line was produced across six
generations through the model year, with a hiatus from The Monte Carlo was a closely aligned
variant of the Pontiac Grand Prix through its entire production. From to , the Monte Carlo used
the "A-Special" platform with the Grand Prix, shifting to the A-body intermediate chassis for For
, the model line underwent extensive downsizing; a major revision saw the A-body chassis
redesignated as the G-body for After an abbreviated model year, the Monte Carlo was replaced
by the two-door Chevrolet Lumina. For the model year, the Monte Carlo was revived, replacing
the two-door Lumina. Sharing the front-wheel drive W-platform with the two-door Grand Prix,
the Monte Carlo was again slotted above the Camaro as the largest Chevrolet coupe. Following
the discontinuation of the four-door Lumina, the Chevrolet Impala became the four-door
equivalent of the Monte Carlo. After the model year, the Grand Prix coupe was discontinued,
leaving the Monte Carlo as the largest two-door coupe produced by an American auto
manufacturer. In response to declining sales of the model line, Chevrolet discontinued the
Monte Carlo after the model year; [1] as of current production, the Camaro reintroduced for and
the Corvette are the sole two-door Chevrolet model lines. During much of its production, the
Monte Carlo represented the Chevrolet brand in stock car racing. During the s, the Monte Carlo
SS was introduced, featuring aerodynamically-enhanced styling; as part of its revival, the Monte
Carlo again represented Chevrolet in stock car racing from through its discontinuation. For the
model year, GM instituted a split- wheelbase policy for its A-platform intermediate-sized cars. In
, GM introduced the Pontiac Grand Prix , a two-door that used A-platform layout that was
stretched ahead of the firewall to make it This gave the design an unusually long hood design

helping the new Grand Prix to outsell its larger B-body predecessor, despite higher prices. The
new layout was first known as the A-body Special, but would evolve into its own class known as
the G-platform. They modeled the styling on the contemporary Cadillac Eldorado , although
much of the body and structure were shared with the Chevrolet Chevelle firewall, windshield,
decklid, and rear window were the same. New exterior " coke bottle styling " featured concealed
windshield wipers. A light monitoring system was optional. A mids article in the magazine
Chevrolet High Performance stated that the first generation Monte Carlo was known to
Chevrolet management under the working name Concours. The usual practice at the time was
that all Chevrolet model development names started with a "C". At one point, the proposal
called for a formal coupe, sedan, and convertible. When the car debuted for the model year, the
only body style available was the two-door hardtop. DeLorean , who succeeded Estes as
Chevrolet's general manager earlier in the year after previously heading the Pontiac division,
where he led the development of the Grand Prix. The styling of the model-year Monte Carlo is
distinguished by its chromed rectangular grille having a fine grid pattern of small squares with
two horizontal dividers and centered in it was a chrome and red crest emblem adorned by a
Corinthian helmet commonly referred to as the "knight's crest" [6] , a thin hood spear with no
vertical hood ornament, round headlamps with rounded chrome bezels which appeared on a
prototype Chevelle front end proposal which was rejected for the 4 headlight design , circular
parking lamps inset into the front bumper directly below the headlamps, and tail lights with
chrome trim around the perimeter of the lens, only. Front disc brakes were standard equipment.
The dashboard was basically identical to the Chevelle except for wood veneer trim, according to
Holls a photographic reproduction of the elm trim used by Rolls-Royce , and higher grade nylon
or vinyl upholstery and deep-twist carpeting were used. Various options were available. The
sporty and most powerful option was the Monte Carlo SS package. The Turbo Hydra-Matic
three-speed automatic was the only transmission available for this package. The rear axle came
standard with a 3. The SS s were not popular with 3, units built for the year. A labor strike at
Chevrolet's Flint, Michigan assembly plant where most Monte Carlo production was scheduled
during the early months of the model year immediately following the car's introduction on
September 18, , limited overall model-year sales to ,; short of the projected , During those early
months, Monte Carlos were in short supply, with full-scale production not happening until
February , leaving many would-be buyers disappointed after going to their Chevrolet dealers
and finding no Monte Carlos in stock. Once full production was underway, Monte Carlos sold
well and often at full list price usually being ordered with many extra-cost options , making it a
profitable model for Chevrolet and its dealership networks. The model saw minor styling
changes, mostly cosmetic. The headlamp bezels were more of a squircle shape with rectangular
front parking lamps. The grille had no horizontal divider and the openings were
rectangular-shaped. The grill emblem featured the year, "" in Roman numerals. The trunk lock
keyhole had the Monte Carlo crest surrounding it. The taillights now had two horizontal and one
vertical chrome strips. Inside, the SS model got new "European symbol knobs", and a
four-spoke steering wheel became optional. Other engines had compression ratios lowered to
allow the use of regular leaded , low-lead, or unleaded gasoline , per a GM corporate edict.
Chevrolet listed both gross and SAE net horsepower figures in with the impending change to
SAE net ratings in The reason given for discontinuing the SS was that the Monte Carlo was
marketed as a luxury vehicle instead of a muscle car. The SS nameplate would be resurrected
12 years later. Yet, at the same time that the Monte Carlo SS was judged a failure in the
marketplace and discontinued, the models' reputation as a performance car on the race track
was gaining strength because Ford and Chrysler were ending their factory-backed racing
support due to declining muscle car sales and the need to divert dollars to meet federal safety
and emission regulations General Motors' official policy had prohibited factory racing efforts
since As factory support ended at Ford and Chrysler, the stock-car racing mantle switched to
independent teams and sponsors, who overwhelmingly chose Chevrolets over Ford and
Chrysler products due to Chevy's much greater availability and affordability of over-the-counter
racing parts through the Chevy dealer network. Production of the Monte Carlo got off to a slow
start due to a day corporate-wide walkout labor strike that coincided with the introduction of the
models in September This left dealerships with only a small shipment of models built before the
strike in stock until the strike was settled in mid-November , and then slow-going in reaching
normal production levels until around January 1, Model-year production ended at , including the
1, SS models. A total of 12 Monte Carlo's were shipped to Australia in and converted to RH
drive, 4 of these were SS models from the 1, produced. A Cadillac -like egg-crate grille similar to
the Chevrolet Caprice , rectangular front parking lamps moved to the left and right edges of the
grille, a wider hood spear without stand-up ornament, and a metal rear trim molding highlighted
the changes to the Monte Carlo, the final year for the first-generation design. The SS was

dropped, but a new Monte Carlo Custom option appeared as a one-year only offering that
included a special suspension and other items previously included with the SS option. Unlike
the departed SS package, it was available with any engine on the roster. Chevrolet did not list
gross horsepower figures for Compared to figures, only the and had a decrease in power. The
new ratings for the Monte Carlo were:. In California , which had emissions standards more
stringent than federal law, the 4-barrel carbureted was the standard and only available engine.
Also, the only transmission offered in California was the Turbo Hydramatic. For , the four-speed
manual transmission was discontinued from the option list as a line in the Monte Carlo
brochure describing its market position as a personal luxury car stated "Sorry, no
four-on-the-floor. Mechanically, the most significant change was that variable-ratio power
steering became standard equipment [11] for the first time. Interior trim was relatively
unchanged from other than the availability of all-vinyl upholstery with the standard bench seat
in addition to the optional Strato bucket seats. Cloth interiors were also offered with both bench
and bucket seats. The model year's production increased to , to set a new record in the final
year for the first-generation A-body. Monte Carlo and other Chevrolet models were promoted as
part of a new ad campaign in which Chevys in print and broadcast ads were featured at various
tourist attractions and sites around the United States under the tagline "Chevrolet: Building a
Better Way To See The USA. A redesigned Monte Carlo was introduced alongside other GM
intermediates. Like other GM mid-size cars, the Monte Carlo was no longer a hardtop , but a
pillared coupe with rear side opera windows and frameless door glass. Prominent styling
features included an egg-crate grille with a Monte Carlo emblem in front and vertical taillights
above the bumper. The separate body-on-frame construction carried over for , as was the basic
all-coil suspension. For improved ride and handling, the Monte Carlo featured a number of
innovations for a large American car such as standard radial-ply tires , Pliacell shock absorbers,
high-caster steering, and front and rear anti-roll bars previously offered only with the SS
package. The standard Monte Carlo with manual transmission retained "traditional" steering
and bias-ply tires , but the radial-tuned system was included when the automatic transmission
was ordered, earning the Monte Carlo S label. A new model for was the Monte Carlo Landau ,
which was basically an "S" with a rear quarter Landau vinyl roof, Turbine II wheels as well as
driver and passenger-side sport mirrors. The interior of the Monte Carlo featured an all-new,
wraparound cockpit-style instrument panel, similar to that found in some contemporary
Pontiacs , Oldsmobiles and Buicks , in which gauges and various instruments were centered
within easy reach of the driver. The simulated burl elm trim was retained. A split bench seat was
standard, but "Strato Bucket" seats of a new design were optional, along with a floor console
featuring an equally new shifter with knob and button similar to Pontiac's Rally Sports Shifter
replacing the Buick-like horseshoe shifter of previous years, and storage compartment. The
bucket seats were of a one-piece high-back design with built-in headrests and could swivel
almost 90 degrees to permit the driver and front passenger easier entry and exit. Cloth and vinyl
trims were offered with both the bench and bucket seats. The Monte Carlo was named "Car of
the Year" by Motor Trend on the basis of its new styling and emphasis on Euro-style ride and
handling. The Monte Carlo set a new sales record for Chevrolet, with nearly , sold for the model
year. The Monte Carlo received minor detail changes from its predecessor, most notably a
revised egg-crate [14] grille in the front, flush mount taillights no longer recessed with
horizontal chrome bars , a shorter trunk deck that housed the relocated license plate and the
trunk lock mechanism. In the trunk lock was below the trunk deck and above the rear bumper in
a space that no longer existed on the versions. The base Monte Carlo with a manual
transmission, standard suspension, and bias-ply tires was discontinued, leaving only the "S"
and "Landau" models equipped with radial-ply tires and upgraded suspensions along with
standard power steering and front disc brakes. However, a number of sources indicate that
Chevrolet built virtually all Monte Carlos with the Turbo Hydra-Matic transmission. Despite the
Arab Oil Embargo of late and early that greatly cut into sales of standard and intermediate-sized
cars in favor of smaller compacts and imported subcompacts, the Monte Carlo went the other
way on the sales charts by setting a new sales record this year of over , units despite the long
lines at gas stations and record-high gasoline prices. Chrysler would introduce its entries in
this field for including the Chrysler Cordoba and redesigned Dodge Charger. The Monte Carlo
received only minor styling changes from the model, including a new grille with the Monte Carlo
emblem moved to the center section and new vertically shaped taillights with horizontal
louvers. All models received catalytic converters to meet Federal and California emission
requirements that included bonuses such as improved fuel economy and drivability, along with
longer spark plug and muffler life, but required lower-octane unleaded gasoline. Engines were a
carryover from except for the addition of GM's High Energy electronic ignition being made
standard equipment. However, power ratings for all engines were decreased due to the addition

of the catalytic converter. The Turbo Hydra-Matic optional and a required option for the and V8s.
Chevrolet sources, however, report that virtually all Monte Carlos were equipped with the Turbo
Hydra-Matic transmission, which became standard equipment for The standard interior still
consisted of a bench seat with knit-cloth and vinyl or all-vinyl upholstery. The swiveling Strato
bucket seats plus console and floor shifter were still optional with a knit cloth or vinyl
upholstery. Also, white all-vinyl interiors were available for the first time this year with either
bench or bucket seats with contrasting colors for carpeting and instrument panels including
black, red, blue, and green. A gauge that showed if one was using too much gas, a part of the
"Economider" Gauge package, became optional. Sales dropped off a bit from 's record-setting
pace due to higher prices resulting from the addition of the catalytic converter, double-digit
inflation, and new competition from Chrysler's Cordoba and Dodge's Charger SE. Monte Carlo
production ended up at around , units but would rebound to set a new record in A new
crosshatch grille and vertically mounted rectangular headlamps, along with reshaped taillights
identified the Monte Carlo the reshaped taillight pattern was later incorporated into the fourth
generation Monte Carlo. The Turbo Hydramatic transmission became standard equipment on all
Monte Carlos. Interior trims remained the same as with both base and Custom levels, but the
instrument panel and steering wheel featured a new rosewood trim replacing the burled elm of
previous years. A new option was a two-toned "Fashion Tone" paint combination. Monte Carlo
sales hit an all-time record with , units this year. A revised grille with smaller segments with the
Monte Carlo "knight's crest" emblem moved to a stand-up hood ornament [12] [17] and revised
taillight lenses marked the Monte Carlo, which was the last year for the vintage design before
the introduction of a downsized Monte Carlo. Engine offerings were reduced to two engines for
The cubic-inch V8 was dropped as an engine option. The Turbo Hydra-matic transmission was
included standard equipment. Interior trim received only minor revisions this year with
upholstery choices including cloth, velour and vinyl in both base and Custom trims. Swivel out
seats and 8-track were optional. The Monte Carlo also weighed more. The model also had more
interior and trunk space than the earlier model. New one-piece wall-to-wall carpeting was
standard. The optional V8 and all Landau models came standard with the automatic. A
four-speed manual transmission with floor shifter was optional with the V8, the first time a
four-speed manual was offered on the Monte Carlo since Minor trim changes were made to the
Monte Carlo which included a restyled grille, revised parking lamp detail, and new wrap-around
taillamps. The same transmissions were carried over from , including a standard three-speed
manual and optional four-speed manual, or an optional three-speed Turbo Hydramatic
automatic. A Monte Carlo modified to a lowrider , was also heavily featured in the movie
Training Day. For , the car received a mild frontal restyle, with quad headlights and turn
indicators mounted beneath. The front headroom was It featured a smoother profile than the
previous models and new vertical taillights similar to the â€” models. There were a total of 3,
Monte Carlo Turbos for The Monte Carlo Turbo appeared slightly different from other Monte
Carlos that year because in addition to the turbo motor it also was equipped with a small hood
scoop on the left side of the hood. It also had Turbo 3. An automatic transmission, power
steering and power front disc brakes were standard equipment. While the big Monte Carlo was
the dominant body style in the late s, winning 30 or so races, the downsized and cleaned-up
body would only take two checkered flags in the and seasons when it was run. Few revisions
were made on the Monte Carlo. With the introduction of GM's new mid-size platform that saw
the introduction of the Buick Century , Chevrolet Celebrity , Oldsmobile Cutlass Ciera , and
Pontiac , the chassis designations were changed. The new mid-size cars were designated as
A-body cars, whereas the cars previously designated as A-bodies were now called G-bodies.
Receiving only minor updates, the model year Monte Carlo gained a revised grille and interior
trim patterns. The Super Sport Package, Z65, was once again made an option in The Monte
Carlo SS was reintroduced in , following twelve years of being discontinued. The Monte Carlo
SS was available with Strato bucket seats and floor console as extra-cost options for the first
time in place of the standard split bench seat with armrest the Strato buckets also returned as
an option on the regular Monte after a two-year absence. All engines for got the three-speed
automatic transmission with the exception of three SSs at the end of the production run that
received the Turbo Hydramatic R transmission with overdrive. There was no rear spoiler. The
wheels were inch checker style, an option on the base Monte Carlos in the US. The side mirrors
are a different style and black. The interior is from a Grand Prix and is blue in color. For , T-tops
were re-introduced since they were discontinued after the model year, while additional SS
colors black, maroon, and silver in addition to white , pinstriping, and options were made
available. The later to be highly sought after medium blue "gunmetal" color for the SS was
dropped. A four-speed automatic overdrive transmission, the Turbo Hydramatic R, with a
revised sport rear axle ratio with a 3. The V8's were fitted with computer-controlled Quadrajet

carburetors. The Chevrolet Monte Carlo, Chevy's rear-wheel-drive personal-luxury car, got more
power, but for the first time since , no diesel engine was offered in the Monte Carlo. On the base
model, the previously standard 3. That brought 20 extra horsepower, to a total of The optional 5.
It jumped from horsepower to The High Output 5. V8 in the SS came only with a four-speed
automatic this year. The base coupe carried on visually unchanged. The SS version was
modified. Previously offered only in white or dark blue metallic, color choices were expanded to
include silver, maroon, and black. Though the total was down from , the SS model saw sales
climb from 24, to 35, The Monte Carlo SS also came with a millimeter sway bar for extra support.
For , there were four distinct body styles available. The base model Sport Coupe was still
available with the same general body panels that it had since , but featured new "aero" side
mirrors similar to those on Camaros and Chevrolet Corvette of the s. New for the model year
was a Luxury Sport model that had a revised front fascia, new "aero" side mirrors, and an
updated sleek-looking rear fascia. The LS front fascia included "Euro" headlights with
removable bulbs in a glass composite headlamp housing, versus the smaller sealed beam glass
headlights of previous years. The rear bumper of the LS no longer had a "notch" between the
bumper and trunk, and the taillights wrapped around so that they were visible from the sides of
the car. The Super Sport model for incorporated the "aero" mirrors, yet still utilized the prior
year's styling for the rear bumper. Also new this year was the Aerocoupe model. The Aerocoupe
was created by modifications to the Super Sport body, including a more deeply sloped rear
window and a shorter trunk lid sporting a spoiler that lay more flat than previous Super Sports.
Only Aerocoupes were sold to the public, which happened to be the exact number NASCAR
officials required for road model features to be incorporated into the racing cars. The Super
Sport incorporated the "smoothed" rear bumper and tail lamps first introduced on the Luxury
Sport and midway through the production year introduced the "lay-down" spoiler. The
Aerocoupe made up 6, of the 39, total Super Sports that were produced that year. Appearance
and mechanicals were similar to the model. The model only came with the lay-down style
spoiler, unlike the model, which came with either the lay-down or stand-up type spoiler. The
new Lumina body style was much more aerodynamic and negated the need for a "sleeker"
version of the Monte Carlo SS. The Lumina coupe was introduced as a model to replace the
Monte Carlo. Total production numbers for the final year of the rear-wheel drive Monte Carlo
was 30, â€” almost half of the numbers. Total SS production for was 16, For the model year, the
mid-size Lumina was split into two models with the sedan continuing as the Lumina and the
coupe reviving the Monte Carlo nameplate for its fifth generation. Unlike Monte Carlos of
previous years, the distinctive bulges to the front fenders and rear quarter panels were gone.
Styling changes consisted mainly of the special red-colored badging, a lower front air dam, and
blacked-out trim on the Z34, the real difference being under the hood. LS models were powered
by the 3. Aside from minor equipment changes, the fifth generation remained virtually
unchanged during its run. In , the 3. All Z34 models came with inch alloy wheels, optional on LS
models in place of the standard inch steel wheels with bolt-on wheel covers. Though derided by
some for its indistinct lines called the 'Lumina Carlo' and its front-wheel drive drivetrain, the
fifth generation sold well enough for Chevrolet to continue the line with a more original redesign
in For , Chevrolet not only again called upon GM Motorsports for design inspiration, but also to
Monte Carlos of the past. Among the traits carried over from older Monte Carlos were the
stylized wheel flares, vertically oriented tail lamps, and a stylized rear bumper. Another classic
trait for was the return of the "knight" badging, as well as a full gauge cluster, not seen on the
Monte Carlo since Back again was the Super Sport moniker, replacing the Z34 designation of
the fifth generation, which was a Lumina Coupe legacy. Chevrolet also retired the Lumina name,
bringing back the Impala nameplate for the Monte Carlo's sedan counterpart. At the request of
racing teams, Chevrolet stylists added a slight "hump" on the rear trunk â€” similar to, although
smaller than, a Lincoln Mark VIII. It was a distinct trait that stayed with Monte Carlo until its
demise, even though later in the generation every trim level would get a spoiler that all but
masked the hump. The 6th generation Monte Carlo is based on the Monte Carlo "Intimidator"
concept car, produced in The LS used a 3. The base engine was a 3. Only 14, SS models were
produced over the two years, 8, in and 6, in The most notable news, though, was the SS model's
use of the generation IV small-block V8 â€” the first V8 since the model. The 5. The interior for
was mildly redesigned. The revised model also added an improved interior with expanded
Driver Information Center DIC , enhanced ABS and traction control, as well as optional,
seat-mounted side airbags for the front driver and passenger. This car had two color schemes;
a black body with galaxy silver rocker panels and front and rear air dams, and an all-black body
with black ground effects. A thin red stripe above the silver ground effects was also included.
Just behind the rear side windows, the Dale Number 3 logo was placed with Earnhardt's
signature below the Number 3 logo. The car also featured silver "Intimidator" SS badges on the

right side of the trunk and standard Monte Carlo SS badges the bottom of the vehicle, just in
front of the rear tires. The interior is all black "charcoal" leather. This edition also came with
5-spoke, diamond cut wheels, and received GMs L36 V6 engine. In , the Jeff Gordon edition was
released. The vehicle came with a superior blue body and silver ground effects, just like the
Intimidator Edition; however, the Jeff Gordon edition also received lighter blue ghost flames on
the body. It featured the number 24 behind the rear side windows. A Jeff Gordon signature was
placed on the right side of the trunk and inside the car received a Jeff Gordon badge on the
dashboard and a two-tone gray a black leather-wrapped steering wheel and shift knob. It
featured the 5 spoke, diamond cut wheels and received GMs L36 V6 engine. In the Dale Jr.
Edition came out, it was red in color with a black high sport kit. The 5 spoke diamond cut
wheels featured a black stripe through each spoke and Dale Jr. On the sides, the vehicle
received Supercharged SS badges. Inside on the dash, a 8 badge appeared, and Dale Jr. This
edition also got 8 floor mats and headrests. They changed the fan speed for heat and air
conditioning this year. Monte Carlo will now come with 10 dots to mark your fan speed. To
compete, the Intimidator Edition was re-released in However, the vehicle featured "Intimidator"
badges on the trunk lid and both side panels of the vehicle. The car was all black in color,
received the 5 spoke, diamond cut wheels and this time received GMs L67 Supercharged V6
engine. The Chevy bowtie on the trunk was white on this edition and another was painted on the
front of the hood. The Monte Carlo badge was removed and instead replaced by the black Tony
Stewart grille. The wheels were the same design as the Dale Jr. Edition, except the bowtie on
the center cap was white this time. Each year featured a different color and all cars were limited
to production numbers, however; all cars did have some things in common. Interiors had
two-tone leather from through to match the exterior with being solid black and Chevy "bow-tie"
embroidered headrests. All cars also came with GMs L36 V6 engine. Production limited to 2,
cars. Sports two-tone leather black and red. Exterior: Torch Red with Galaxy Silver ground
effects. Production limited to 1, cars. Sports two-tone leather black and silver. Exterior: Black
with Galaxy Silver ground effects. Sports two-tone leather black and yellow. Exterior:
Competition Yellow with Galaxy Silver ground effects. Sports leather Ebony Black seats with
ebony and gray leather-wrapped steering wheel. The last two models were identical "SS"
models with Precision Red exterior paint, silver rally stripes, and Ebony Nuance leather interior.
This unit was at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway over the weekend of July 27â€”29 for the
Allstate at the Brickyard. The and referred to as the "flat-nose" Monte Carlo was raced by few
teams and only won two races in those years. The Monte Carlo returned for the season with the
fifth-generation body, but NASCAR allowed the car to have wider rear quarter panels, and as
such deviated from factory sheet metal, that up until that time the race-spec cars had to use.
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two-door personal luxury coupes , closely based on a contemporary mid-sized sedan. The
Monte Carlo was originally created by Scott Butler as Chevrolet's counterpart to the new
G-body Pontiac Grand Prix , which had been introduced to great success for Rather than add
the extra length within the body to increase passenger space as was customary on sedans the
G-body also known as the A-body Special spliced the extra length between the firewall and the
front wheels, creating an unusually long hood. The look was very successful, and the new
Grand Prix greatly outsold its larger, B-body predecessor despite higher prices. The Monte
Carlo was the brainchild of Elliot M. They modeled the styling on the contemporary Cadillac
Eldorado , although much of the body and structure were shared with the Chevrolet Chevelle
firewall, windshield, decklid, and rear window were the same , adding new front end sheetmetal,
wider C-pillars , and new rear fenders. Bulges were added to the fenders to create a more
muscular appearance. The Monte Carlo also had the then-fashionable concealed windshield
wipers. A mids article in Chevrolet High Performance stated that the first generation Monte
Carlo was known to Chevrolet brass under the working name Concours a usual practice where
all Chevrolet models started with a "C". At one point, the proposal called for a formal coupe,
sedan, and convertible. DeLorean , who succeeded Estes as Chevrolet's general manager
earlier in the year after previously heading the Pontiac division, where he led the development
of the similar-bodied Grand Prix introduced the previous model year. Front disc brakes were
standard equipment. The dashboard was basically identical to the Chevelle except for fake
wood trim, according to Holls a photographic reproduction of the elm trim used by Rolls-Royce
, and higher grade nylon or vinyl upholstery and deep-twist carpeting were used. Various
options were available. The most sporting option was the Monte Carlo SS package. It also
included heavy-duty suspension , wider tires, "SS " badging, and an automatic load-leveling
rear suspension. The Turbo-Hydramatic transmission with a 3. A labor strike at Chevrolet's
Flint, Michigan assembly plant where most Monte Carlo production was scheduled during the
early months of the model year immediately following the car's introduction on September 18 ,
limited overall model-year sales to ,, short of the , projected. During those early months, Monte
Carlos were in short supply with full-production not getting underway until February, , leaving
many would-be prospects disappointed after going to their Chevrolet dealers and finding no
Monte Carlos in stock. However, once full production got underway, Monte Carlos sold briskly
and mostly at full list price usually loaded with options , making it a very profitable model for
Chevy and its dealerships. Only 3, of the Monte Carlos were SS s. The model year saw only
modest styling changes. Inside, the SS model got new "European symbol knobs", and a
four-spoke steering wheel became optional. Mechanically, it was largely unchanged, although
the small-block Turbo-Fire two-barrel engine was dropped. Other engines had compression
ratios lowered to allow the use of regular leaded , low-lead, or unleaded gasoline , per a GM
corporate edict. The Turbo Hydramatic officially remained the only transmission for the SS, but
a heavy-duty clutch option on the order form suggests that it may have been possible to
special-order a LS-6 with a four-speed manual transmission the four-speed wasn't listed
officially as an "SS" option but was available as an RPO in regular Monte Carlos with the and
engines. There has however, never ever been a documented case of such a combination
therefore the above sentence is actually a gross suggestion and extremely unlikely. The initial
response to which the SS was discontinued was that the Monte Carlo was marketed as a luxury
vehicle instead of a muscle car; the SS nameplate would be resurrected 12 years later. Yet, at
the same time that the Monte Carlo SS was judged a failure in the marketplace and
discontinued, the Monte's reputation as a performance car on the race track was gaining
strength due to the fact that Ford and Chrysler were ending their factory-backed racing support
due to declining muscle car sales and the need to divert dollars to meet costly Federal safety
and emission regulations General Motors' official policy had prohibited factory racing efforts
since As factory support ended at Ford and Chrysler, the stock-car racing mantle switched to
independent teams and sponsors, who overwhelmingly chose Chevrolets over Ford and
Chrysler products due to Chevy's much greater availability and affordability of over-the-counter
racing parts through the Chevy dealer network. Like its predecessor, production of the Monte
Carlo also got off to a slow start due to a labor strike, this time a day corporate-wide walkout
that coincided with the introduction of the models in September, , leaving dealerships with only
a small shipment of models built before the strike in stock until the strike was settled in
mid-November, and then slow-going in reaching normal production levels until around January
1 , Model-year production ended at , including the 1, SS models. A Cadillac -like egg-crate grille
similar to the Chevrolet Caprice and a metal rear trim molding highlighted the changes to the
Monte Carlo, the final year for the first generation design. The SS was dropped, but a new Monte
Carlo Custom option appeared as a one-year only, offering that included a special suspension
and other items previously included with the SS option. Unlike the departed SS package, it was

available with any engine on the roster. The new ratings for the Monte Carlo were:. In California ,
which had emissions standards more stringent than federal law, the 4-barrel carbureted was the
standard and only available engine. Also, the only transmission offered in California was the
Turbo Hydramatic. For , the four-speed manual transmission was discontinued from the option
list as a line in the Monte Carlo brochure describing its market position as a personal luxury car
stated "Sorry, no four-on-the-floor. Mechanically, the most significant change was that
variable-ratio power steering became standard equipment for the first time. Interior trim was
relatively unchanged from other than the availability of all-vinyl upholstery with the standard
bench seat in addition to the optional Strato bucket seats. Cloth interiors were also offered with
both bench and bucket seats. Monte Carlo was a very popular seller during the model year as
production increased significantly to , to set a new record in the final year for the
first-generation G-body. Monte Carlo and other Chevrolet models were promoted as part of a
new ad campaign in which Chevys in print and broadcast ads were featured at various tourist
attractions and sites around the United States under the tagline "Chevrolet: Building a Better
Way To See The USA. A redesigned Monte Carlo was introduced alongside other GM
intermediates. Like other GM mid-size cars, the Monte Carlo was no longer a hardtop , but a
pillared coupe with rear side opera windows and frameless door glass. Prominent styling
features included dual headlights flanking an egg-crate grille with a Monte Carlo emblem in
front and vertical taillights above the bumper. The separate body-on-frame construction carried
over for , as was the basic all-coil suspension. For improved ride and handling, the Monte Carlo
featured a number of innovations for a large American car such as standard radial-ply tires ,
Pliacell shock absorbers, high-caster steering, and front and rear anti-roll bars previously
offered only with the SS package. The standard Monte Carlo with manual transmission, retained
"traditional" steering and bias-ply tires , but the radial-tuned system was included when the
automatic transmission was ordered, earning the Monte Carlo S label. A new model for was the
Monte Carlo Landau , which was basically an "S" with a rear quarter Landau vinyl roof, Turbine
II wheels and driver and passenger-side sport mirrors. The interior of the Monte Carlo featured
an all-new, wraparound cockpit-style instrument panel, similar to that found in some
contemporary Pontiacs , Oldsmobiles and Buicks , in which gauges and various instruments
were centered within easy reach of the driver. The simulated burl elm trim was retained. A split
bench seat was standard, but "Strato Bucket" seats of a new design were optional, along with a
floor console featuring an equally-new shifter with knob and button similar to Pontiac's Rally
Sports Shifter replacing the Buick-like horseshoe shifter of previous years, and storage
compartment. The bucket seats were of a one-piece high-back design with built-in headrests,
and could swivel some 90 degrees to permit the driver and front passenger easier entry and
exit. Cloth and vinyl trims were offered with both the bench and bucket seats. The Monte Carlo
set a new sales record for Chevrolet, with nearly , sold for the model year. The success of the
Monte Carlo and Pontiac's similar Grand Prix led to several new personal luxury cars from
competitors, including subsequent Mercury Cougar , the Ford Torino Elite , the Chrysler
Cordoba and restyled Dodge Charger , and even high-line versions of the AMC Matador , which
got a swoopy new coupe design for The base Monte Carlo with manual transmission, standard
suspension and bias-ply tires was discontinued, leaving only the "S" and "Landau" models
equipped with radial-ply tires and upgraded suspensions along with standard power steering
and front disc brakes. However, a number of sources indicate that Chevrolet built virtually all
Monte Carlos with the Turbo Hydra-Matic transmission. Despite the Arab Oil Embargo of late
and early that greatly cut into sales of standard and intermediate-sized cars in favor of smaller
compacts and imported subcompacts, the Monte Carlo went the other way on the sales charts
by setting a new sales record this year of over , units despite the long lines at gas stations and
record-high gasoline prices. The Monte Carlo continued to lead in intermediate personal luxury
car sales with the Grand Prix placing second and the arrival of new competitors this year,
including an upsized Mercury Cougar, Ford Torino Elite and AMC's Matador coupe. Chrysler
would introduce its entries in this field for including the Chrysler Cordoba and redesigned
Dodge Charger. The Monte Carlo received only minor styling changes from the model, including
a new grille with the Monte Carlo emblem moved to the center section and new vertically
shaped taillights with horizontal louvers. All models received catalytic converters to meet the
latest federal and California emission requirements that included bonuses such as improved
fuel economy and drivability, along with longer spark plug and muffler life, but required more
expensive and lower-octane unleaded gasoline. Chevrolet sources, however, report that
virtually all Monte Carlos were equipped with the Turbo Hydra-Matic transmission, which
became standard equipment for The standard interior still consisted of a bench seat with
knit-cloth and vinyl or all-vinyl upholstery. The swiveling Strato bucket seats and console were
still optional with knit cloth or vinyl upholstery. Also, white all-vinyl interiors were available for

the first time this year with either bench or bucket seats with contrasting colors for carpeting
and instrument panels including black, red, blue and green. Sales dropped off a bit from 's
record-setting pace due to higher prices resulting from the addition of the catalytic converter,
double-digit inflation and new competition from Chrysler's Cordoba and Dodge's Charger SE.
Monte Carlo production ended up at around , units but would rebound to set a new record in A
new crosshatch grille and vertically mounted rectangular headlamps, along with reshaped
taillights identified the Monte Carlo the reshaped taillight pattern was later incorporated into the
fourth generation Monte Carlo. The Turbo Hydramatic transmission became standard
equipment on all Monte Carlos. Interior trims remained the same as with both base and Custom
levels, but the instrument panel and steering wheel featured a new rosewood trim replacing the
burled elm of previous years. A new option was a two-toned "Fashion Tone" paint combination.
A revised grille with the Monte Carlo "Knight's Crest" emblem moved to a stand-up hood
ornament and revised taillight lenses marked the Monte Carlo, which was the last year for the
vintage design before the introduction of a downsized Monte Carlo. Engine offerings were
similar to with the Turbo Hydra-matic transmission included standard equipment. The cubic
inch V8 was dropped as an engine option. Interior trim received only minor revisions this year
with upholstery choices including cloth, velour and vinyl in both base and Custom trims. The
model was lb lighter and some 15 in shorter than the model. The three-speed manual
transmission reappeared for the first time in several years as standard equipment on the base
model with the V6 engine , and the automatic was optional. The optional V8 and all Landau
models came standard with the automatic. A four-speed manual transmission with floor shifter
was optional with the V8, the first time a four-speed manual was offered on the Monte Carlo
since The same transmissions were carried over from , including a standard three-speed
manual and optional four-speed manual, or an optional three-speed Turbo Hydramatic
automatic. This would be the last year that Chevrolet would offer manual transmissions on the
Monte Carlo due to extremely low buyer interest. The car had a mild frontal restyle, with quad
headlights and amber indicators mounted beneath. It featured a smoother profile than the
previous models and new vertical taillights similar to the to models. An automatic transmission,
power steering and power front disc brakes were standard equipment. While the big Monte
Carlo was the dominant body style in the late s, winning 30 or so races, the downsized and
cleaned-up body would only take three checked flags in the and seasons when it was run. Only
mild revisions were made on the Monte Carlo. With the introduction of GM's new mid-size
platform that saw the introduction of the Buick Century , Chevrolet Celebrity , Oldsmobile
Cutlass Ciera and Pontiac , the chassis designations were shuffled up. The new mid-size cars
were designated as A-body cars, whereas the cars previously designated as A-bodies were now
called G-bodies. A black exterior was not offered in The first SS model for this generation rolled
off the assembly line in late , offered for the model year. The engine introduced for the SS was
the L cubic inch V8. This year is the most rare of this generation. And is the most wanted by
collectors. The SS was a hit not only in the car-buying public, starving for some power after the
hefty emissions regulations of the late s but also in NASCAR competition, where it continued to
be a winning body style after the season successes. The Monte Carlo SS was available with
Strato bucket seats and floor console as extra-cost options for the first time in place of the
standard split bench seat with armrest. All engines for got the three-speed automatic
transmission with the exception of three SSs at the end of the production run that received the
Turbo Hydromatic R transmission with overdrive. There was no rear spoiler. The rims are 14"
checker style, an option on the base Monte Carlos in the US. The side mirrors are different style
and black. The interior is that of a Grand Prix, in blue. T-tops were re-introduced discontinued
after the model year , and additional SS colors Black, maroon and silver in addition to white ,
pinstriping, and options were made available. The later to be highly sought after medium blue
"gun metal" color for the SS was dropped. A four-speed automatic overdrive transmission, the
Turbo Hydramatic R, with a revised sport rear axle ratio containing 3. The V-8's were computer
controlled quadrajet carb. For , there were four distinct body styles available. The base model
Sport Coupe was still available with the same general body panels that it had since , but
featured new "aero" side mirrors similar to those on Camaros and Corvettes of the s. New for
the model year was a Luxury Sport model that had a revised front fascia, new "aero" side
mirrors, and an updated sleek-looking rear fascia. The LS front fascia included "Euro"
headlamps with removable bulbs in a glass composite headlamp housing, versus the smaller
sealed beam glass headlights of previous years. The rear bumper of the LS no longer had a
"notch" between the bumper and trunk, and the taillights wrapped around so that they were
visible from the sides of the car. The Super Sport model for incorporated the "aero" mirrors, yet
still utilized the prior year's styling for the rear bumper. Also new this year was the Aerocoupe
model. The Aerocoupe was created by modifications to the Super Sport body, including a more

deeply sloped rear window and a shorter trunklid sporting a spoiler that laid more flat than
previous Super Sports. Only Aerocoupes were sold to the public, which happened to be the
exact number NASCAR officials required for road model features to be incorporated into the
racing cars. The Super Sport incorporated the "smoothed" rear bumper and tail lamps first
introduced on the Luxury Sport. The Aerocoupe made up 6, of the 39, total Super Sports that
were produced that year. This was the last year for the fourth generation Monte Carlo.
Appearance and mechanicals were similar to the model. The model only came with the lay-down
style spoiler, unlike the model, which came with either the lay-down or stand-up type spoiler.
The new Lumina body style was much more aerodynamic and negated the need for a "sleeker"
version of the Monte Carlo SS. The Lumina coupe was introduced as a model as a Monte Carlo
replacement. Total production numbers for the final year of the rear-wheel drive Monte Carlo
was 30, - almost half of the numbers. Total SS production for '88 was 16, Like of the models
offered in the mid-to-late 80s, small changes to the body signified more than what was obvious
to the eye. The 4th generation Monte Carlo SS was an example of altering a simple, regular
2-door sedan into 'something special' with little more than a nose fascia, a rear wing, striping
colors and wheels, and a V-8 with an updated handling package. To distinguish the SS years for
this generation Monte Carlo there are two categories:. The rear bumper assembly is the first
indication of year the SS. Two different styles were designed. The early style had a rear taillamp
that was contained in a black trim frame, and the rear bumper was fitted with a black trim strip
across the top. Also, the trunk-mounted spoiler was the "stand-up" style - more of a vertical
stance spoiler. The '87 - '88 SS's were fitted with a body-molding rear bumper without the top
strip, and the taillight lens was redesigned to form with the back of the fender. The '87 model
year saw the introduction of the "lay-down" style spoiler, which was more aerodynamic and
'modern-looking'. About half of the '87 SSs received the "lay-down" style spoiler, while the other
half received the older "stand-up" style. There does not appear to be a definitive changeover
point as there are reported VIN sequences with both styles showing up. However, the '88 model
only received the "lay-down" style spoiler. The '83 - '85 SS cars had "bullet-style" door mirrors.
Rounded and more forward-facing, they looked less 'modern' than the "aero-style" mirrors that
came with the '86 - '88 SS cars, which are more triangular and rearward-facing. The font, or
letter-style for the striping changed as well. The '83 - '84 SS's had a computerized, "phased"
font, with the Monte Carlo name in upright, rounded letters. The '85 - '86 SSs had a sloped font
in a single line. Various engine components and transmissions were added to the diversity of
the car throughout the generation. For the model year, the mid-size Lumina was split into two
models with the sedan continuing as the Lumina and the coupe reviving the Monte Carlo
nameplate for its fifth generation. Unlike Monte Carlos of previous years, the distinctive bulges
to the front fenders and rear quarter panels were gone. LS models were powered by the 3. Aside
from minor equipment changes, the fifth generation remained virtually unchanged during its life
the 3. Though derided by some for its indistinct lines called the 'Lumina Carlo' and its
front-wheel drive drivetrain, the fifth generation sold well enough for Chevrolet to continue the
line with a more original redesign in This generation of the Monte Carlo was the last one to
feature 6-passenger seating bench in the front. And was also the last car-based vehicle with 2
doors to have 6-passenger seating. For , Chevrolet not only again called upon GM Motorsports
for design inspiration, but also to Monte Carlos of the past. Among the traits carried over from
older Monte Carlos were the stylized wheel flares, vertically oriented taillamps, and a stylized
rear bumper. Another classic trait for was the return of the "Knight" badging, as well as a full
gage cluster, not seen on the Monte Carlo since From the NASCAR circuit came the
aerodynamic styling and duck tail spoiler as well as myriad commemorative and special edition
packages. These packages would include several pace car editions, and special Dale Earnhardt,
Sr. The former used a 3. The base engine was a 3. The 5. The interior for was mildly redesigned.
The winning bid went to Fred Simon, owner of Simon Chevrolet in Woonsocket, RI where it is on
display on the dealership floor for the public to enjoy. This unit was at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway over the weekend of July for the Allstate at the Brickyard. For the LTZ model was
dropped along with the 3. Based upon the above statements of idling of the Monte Carlo at
Oshawa, and no announced plans to continue production elsewhere, it appears the Monte Carlo
will go on hiatus after the model year. While, in early March , GM Vice President Bob Lutz stated
the Monte Carlo would return using the new rear wheel drive Zeta architecture, [3] he later
flip-flopped his optimism on the future of that platform, beyond the Camaro and G8. From Chevy
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with at least a cubic inch V8, but any big block Chevelle engine was available. At the top was the
Monte Carlo SS, which 3, buyers snatched up, which came with the mighty Chevy block. The
vast majority of the SS came with the LS-5 engine, rated at bhp. But about 10 were snuck out of
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front and rear stabilizer bars and dash control knobs with international symbols. Some, but not
all, had a new rubber rear bumper insert. Despite falling horsepower ratings for other GM
motors in , the LS-5 actually was rated at bhp, an increase of 5 bhp. Production: SS 1, Engines:
V8 bhp. Home Muscle Cars. Chevrolet Monte Carlo. Contact Terms and Conditions. Certain cars
become emblematic of a time and a place, perfectly encapsulating the values, priorities, and
obsessions of their eras. Generally reviled by critics, staggeringly popular with the public, and
much imitated, the Monte Carlo remains as powerful a symbol of the period as disco balls,
platform shoes, and The Brady Bunch. This week, we explore the history of the Monte Carlo and
consider the reasons for its immense â€” and ultimately ephemeral â€” popularity. Frankly, it
left us scratching our head. That a lot of people loved the Monte is obvious; the question of why
is a little more elusive. Not being overly fond of Chevelles to begin with, we were a little puzzled
as to why so many people would pay extra for the fancy-dress version. The Square Bird, as its
fans have come to know it, inaugurated a new genre of American automobiles, the personal
luxury car. The Thunderbird was far more expensive than the Monte Carlo and did not compete
directly with the Chevy until it was downsized in To answer that requires that we first consider a
more basic question: What is a luxury car? If we dispense with the press-booklet arguments
about advanced engineering, meticulous craftsmanship, and lavish comfort â€” all of which are
nice, but not strictly necessary â€” the ultimate aspiration of the luxury car is to make its buyers
seem rich and successful whether they actually are or not. Some buyers, though, are not
content with merely looking affluent; they want their possessions to express their taste and
distinction and set them apart from their peers, who are trying to do the same thing. Before the
war, the wealthy could always send off their new luxury cars â€” or even a bare chassis, if they
were feeling especially extravagant â€” for custom coachwork. Such bespoke jobs were for the
few and with the Depression and the outbreak of war, the number of buyers who could justify
such expense dropped sharply. After the war, European automakers like Alfa Romeo took
advantage of a surfeit of underemployed carrozzerie to offer stylish, low-production coupe and
convertible versions of their normal sedans. In America, automotive customization became a
mostly amateur sport. The idea of a factory-built car with the flair of a custom job struck a
chord, but the GM offerings were labor-intensive to produce and sold in limited numbers for
daunting prices. Ford followed them in with the original Thunderbird, which looked not unlike
an attractively shortened, sectioned, and chopped Ford convertible. The Thunderbird was
attainably priced, if not cheap, but with only two seats, it was still not a practical proposition for
most buyers. Ford finally put all the pieces together with the Square Bird. In four-seat hardtop
form, the Thunderbird was reasonably practical, but it was in no danger of being mistaken for a
mundane sedan. It was cheap enough to put it within the reach of middle-class buyers, but not
so cheap as to seem common. The Square Bird quickly outsold its sportier predecessor and
became a lucrative profit-maker for Ford. Within a remarkably short time, it became a clearly
established brand even with the critics who decried its so-so performance and extravagant
styling. During this period, Ford and General Motors â€” and most particularly Ford and
Chevrolet â€” were engaged in open war. Their battle for supremacy resulted in continual
one-upmanship and aggressive sales tactics, which hastened the demise of many of the
beleaguered independent automakers. Any move by one side was frequently met by a hasty
counter-move by the other. Curiously, however, Chevrolet consistently lagged behind Ford in
product development. The Monte Carlo â€” offered only as a two-door hardtop â€” rode a
special version of the four-door frame with the extra 4 inches mm of wheelbase inserted ahead
of the firewall. Chevrolet dealers became increasingly frustrated that the division seemed out of

step with market trends, but Mays remained unmoved. Knudsen could not have been pleased
with that, but he had his sights set on upper management and probably preferred not to
antagonize the well-connected Mays. By , however, Chevrolet was under new management. Pete
Estes, the dynamic general manager of Pontiac, replaced Bunkie Knudsen as general manager
in July Estes, who had made Pontiac No. He was also more conscious than many GM
executives of the value of high-profit image leaders. Estes and Dave Holls, then group chief
designer for Chevrolet cars and trucks, were well aware of the Thunderbird and of the growing
popularity of coupes in general. In the mid-sixties, two-door hardtops were the most popular
models of most lines, even the family cars. The most popular car in America in the late sixties,
by a substantial margin, was the Chevrolet Impala Sport Coupe. Furthermore, by , Buick,
Oldsmobile, Pontiac, and even Cadillac all had big, stylish personal coupes, each acclaimed for
its dynamic styling. Chevrolet had the Camaro and Corvette , of course, but those appealed to a
different audience, as did the intermediate Chevelle SS. While Chevrolet had deep pockets, it
also had an abundance of products and more than two dozen different models. As Bunkie
Knudsen had told Bill Mitchell six years earlier, it appeared that the last thing the division
needed was another car. The Grand Prix had previously been based on the B-body used by the
Pontiac Catalina and full-sized Chevrolets , but its sales had slumped badly and Pontiac general
manager John DeLorean was seriously considering axing it. Harrison suggested moving the
Grand Prix to the intermediate A-body instead, albeit using the long-wheelbase chassis of the
sedan rather than the shorter wheelbase of the two-door coupes. Pontiac design chief Jack
Humbert and designer Wayne Vieira developed an aggressive-looking coupe with a very long
hood, a short deck, and a formal-looking roof with broad sail panels. It would share much of its
structure with the intermediate Le Mans, but it looked distinctly different. The Pontiac Grand
Prix shares a great deal with the Chevrolet Monte Carlo structurally, but other than the roof sail
panels, they look quite different and have different engines. The Grand Prix was significantly
more expensive than the Monte Carlo and it appears Chevrolet poached a fair number of Grand
Prix sales in DeLorean loved the design, but the tooling costs of the new roof were a stretch for
his budget. The Chevrolet Monte Carlo was Curb weight with the small-block V8 was around 3,
pounds 1, kg , about lb 68 kg more than a Malibu with the same engine. According to Dave
Holls, they were simply an exaggerated version of the theme already present on the Chevelle,
which he likened to European rally cars. This is actually a car, identifiable by its eggcrate grille.
Henline, a finalist in both and , joined GM Styling in and by was part of the Chevrolet studio
under Dave Holls. The jutting grille, inspired by Rolls-Royce, was offset by single headlamps
rather than the quad lamps of the Chevelle and other contemporary GM cars. The tail light
design later appeared on the Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme, a direct competitor to the Monte
Carlo. The broad sail panels of the Chevrolet Monte Carlo and Pontiac Grand Prix were stylish,
but caused significant blind spots and made the rear seat feel even more claustrophobic than it
was. Optional rear fender skirts make it look lower than its In fact, the Monte Carlo differed from
the Chevelle only in its front clip, rear fenders, sail panels, and outer doors. Even the upper roof
panel was shared with the Chevelle hardtop. The Monte Carlo did have somewhat nicer
upholstery than the Chevelle, however, offering slick nylon, vinyl, or a combination of the two in
a variety of color schemes. Mechanically, the Monte Carlo was almost pure Chevelle. Monte
Carlos also had standard front disc brakes, which still cost extra on most Chevelles. Engine
options on first-generation Chevrolet Monte Carlos included a four-barrel version of the base
cu. One, the Turbo-Fire , was a cu. The other, the Turbo-Jet , was actually cu. The top option,
rarely ordered, was the Turbo-Jet 7, cc V8 with gross horsepower kW in and hp kW in For ,
Chevy switched to net horsepower ratings, which were hp kW for the base engine, hp kW for the
four-barrel , hp kW for the , hp kW with the , and hp kW with the The upside to all this parts-bin
engineering was a reasonable price tag. In short, not only did Chevrolet finally have a personal
luxury coupe of its own, it was the cheapest car in its segment. Monte Carlo sales were robust
from the beginning. A telling sign of the demand was the fact that dealer discounts were often
hard to come by â€” a rarity for any American car of the time, much less a Chevrolet. The Monte
Carlo was not really aimed at the separate and rapidly diminishing performance market, which
had been hit hard by high insurance costs. The sole exception was the SS package offered on
the Monte Carlo in and The option was not particularly successful, finding fewer than 6, buyers
in two years. We suspect that the mandatory big engine had a lot to do with that â€” the SS had
ample performance, but was no match for the hottest contemporary Supercars largely because
it weighed about pounds 68 kg more than a comparably equipped Chevelle , it was thirsty, and it
was pricey to insure. The SS option might have done better if it had been offered with more
engine choices â€” about half of all Monte Carlo buyers were content with the mild-mannered
base engine. Comfort, not sport, was the watchword. The second-generation Chevrolet Monte
Carlo was originally supposed to bow for , along with the next-generation A-bodies, but the

lengthy UAW strike in the fall of delayed it for a full year. While the design of the first-generation
Monte Carlo was largely the work of one designer, the second generation was a team effort, led
by Chevrolet Assistant Chief Designer Dave Clark. The front end, the work of designer Charles
Stewart, still had round headlights, but they were now carried in Jaguar-like blisters that
extended back into the heroically long hood. Similar side sculptures were also used on the
Buick Century Luxus and Regal coupes. The origins of the opera window are somewhat
obscure. In any case, the windows first saw the light of day on the Cadillac Eldorado hardtop.
Although the idea for the opera windows came from Chevrolet, Ribicki convinced Ed Cole and
Bill Mitchell to offer the windows on the Cadillac first, judging that doing so would then serve to
boost the image of the intermediates. Ribicki was correct; although critics generally abhorred
the opera windows, buyers loved them and they and subsequently appeared on a wide array of
mid-seventies cars. While DeLorean asked for no tinkering with the exterior design of the new
Monte Carlo, he called for a complete overhaul of its suspension. DeLorean was enamored of
European luxury cars like Mercedes, with their firmer damping and sharper steering response.
Complaints from Chevrolet cost accountants meant that the radials and rear anti-roll bar were
limited to the pricier Monte Carlo S and Landau models, but it barely mattered since the base
model was selected by only a relative handful of buyers. DeLorean was promoted to group vice
president of the Car and Truck Group in October , but his instincts regarding the Chevrolet
Monte Carlo were quickly validated. No one claimed that the Monte Carlo was a sports car, but
its body control was now quite respectable for a Detroit product and a vast improvement over
its soggy predecessor. The Monte, with stouter bumpers front and back, was Curb weight was
now around 4, lb 1, kg with the base engine, a hefty 4, lb 1, kg with the big-blocks. Business
slumped a bit in the model year, reflecting buyer unease following the OPEC oil embargo, but
sales climbed to more than , for The connection between the racers and the street cars was
tenuous â€” by , many civilian Montes had an anemic cu. Strong sales of the increasingly flabby
Corvette , Camaro , and Firebird make clear that looking fast was a greater priority to
mid-seventies buyers than actually being fast. By the late seventies, though, the Monte Carlo
was clearly the leader of the pack, eclipsing even the Thunderbird. Thunderbird sales sextupled
, although they still fell shy of the Monte Carlo by around 90, units. Speed was never really a
strong point of the Chevrolet Monte Carlo and its performance eroded throughout the seventies.
By , the base 5, cc engine was down to hp kW and even the cu. The was rarely ordered and
disappeared after California cars, like this one, were offered only with a four-barrel with hp kW ,
or a four-barrel cu. It now rode a The shrunken Monte Carlo sold strongly at first â€” nearly ,
units in the first year, , the second â€” but then dropped by half in , a decline that a facelift only
partly redressed. The G-cars including the Buick Regal Grand Nationals were profitable enough
to survive until , six years after the rest of the A-body intermediates switched to front-wheel
drive, but by â€”88, sales were fading rapidly. The last of the rear-wheel-drive Monte Carlos still
bore a general resemblance to their â€” counterparts, but they were tidier in size and less
extravagant of curve. Base LS Monte Carlos of this vintage had either a cu. The Monte Carlo
name lay fallow until , when Chevy resurrected it for a rather ordinary front-drive coupe based
on the W-body Lumina. Although it was wholly undistinguished â€” and largely ignored by the
automotive press â€” it managed to survive the collapse of the big-coupe market in the nineties,
which claimed even the venerable Thunderbird. The FWD Monte Carlo sold well enough to earn
a rather heavy-handed restyling for and an optional V8 engine for , finally expiring at the end of
the model year. Sales hovered around 70, units for a while â€” the peak was , with 72, â€” but by
the end, the Monte had become a niche item appealing mostly to old-school Chevy fans. The
Chevrolet Monte Carlo neatly encapsulates the two great themes of mid-seventies American
culture: hedonism and ostentation. The seventies were not a particularly happy or pleasant time
for America, with a shaky economy, rampant inflation, and the lingering malaise of Watergate,
Vietnam, and the energy crisis. That gloomy climate created a bull market for symbols of
opulence and the Monte Carlo in its heyday was certainly that. In the mid-seventies, the choices
available to a new-car buyer looking for style and distinction were not abundant. The same was
true of the Corvette and the Datsun Z-car , whose prices were a long stretch for a working-class
breadwinner in any case. There was the Pinto-based Ford Mustang II, which also sold well, and
a host of tape-stripe pseudo-performance models like the latter-day Oldsmobile The high-end
imported cars so beloved of the automotive press were out of reach for the masses, while most
low-end imports were frugal and utilitarian, not stylish. In the eighties and nineties, the market
for cars like the Chevrolet Monte Carlo did not so much disappear as disintegrate, divided
amongst smaller sporty coupes, symbols of Yuppie affluence like the BMW 3-series and a
number of increasingly posh middle-class imports. A buyer looking for automotive distinction
had a much broader array of choices in than in and the personal luxury cars enjoyed an
ever-smaller share of that business. All of the traditional American personal-luxury nameplates

are dead now. There will be image cars for as long as the automobile survives, but the market
has become even more balkanized than it was in the eighties. We wonder what future
generations will consider the leading automotive icons of our era our money is on the Toyota
Prius. Whether those icons will be remembered with nostalgia or faint embarrassment is harder
to say. He retired in Pete Estes , general manager of Chevrolet when the Monte Carlo was
conceived, became a GM director and executive vice president of the Operations Staff in
October , and served as GM president from to He died in John DeLorean , who shepherded the
Monte Carlo through its launch and oversaw development of the hugely popular
second-generation, became group executive of the Car and Truck Group in October , but
resigned from General Motors on April 2, He later founded his own company, DeLorean Motor
Company , which ended up in receivership, leading to his infamous cocaine trafficking charges
in of which he was acquitted in DeLorean died in Jim Wangers clarified the relationship between
the Pontiac Grand Prix and the Monte Carlo in a phone conversation with the author on 18
September We subsequently amended the text based on a comment from former Pontiac
product planning chief Ben Harrison on 15 February Production figures are primarily from the
Productioncars. The film was released by Paramount Pictures in Were any Monte Carlos ever
produced with this option. It was certainly possible for buyers or dealers with the right
connections to special order unusual combinations of options, including ones technically not
allowed on a particular model. It was also possible for the occasional car to be built with an
unusual combination of options purely by accident â€” Chevy at that time had a staggering
number of possible combinations, to the point where even the division had a hard time sorting it
out. Did they mean that the were. They were around eight inches longer than a Chevelle. And
Chevy had two different engines from to , the two-barrel version was a small-block Turbo Fire
while the four-barrel was a big block Turbo Jet was really a itself a bored-out The was also a
small block and the a big block. The was dropped after and the only big block engine offered in
Montes was the Turbo Jet. California â€” 2-bbl opt. And the Monte Carlos also had separate
engine lineups for both Federal and California cars. For these two years, the smaller became the
standard engine along with the Turbo Hydra-matic transmission as virtually all Montes came
with the automatic and some Chevrolet sources indicated percent for those years although it
was still an extra-cost option. Monte Carlo interiors for were pretty much the same as other cars
in this class with a split bench seat standard in cloth and vinyl upholstery with Strato bucket
seats in all-vinyl or cloth and vinyl optional, and the center console was another option that had
to be ordered separately that included the same Buick-like horseshoe shifter found in
floor-shifted Chevelles and Camaros of that period. Also unique to Monte interiors for were the
door pull straps and map pockets down on the carpeted lower sections. The restyled Monte
Carlos had restyled instrument panels that placed controls within easy reach of the driver with
the same burled-elm material as in previous years replaced with rosewood for Split bench seats
were again standard in knit cloth and vinyl or all-vinyl with Strato buckets optional in same. The
Strato buckets of this period were of the swiveling type that could be turned 90 degrees for
easier entry and exit. The Pontiac and were completely different engines than the Chevy and of
the same vintage. Other than being V8s, being made of cast iron, and having roughly similar
displacements, they had nothing in common. To make things even more confusing, Chevy
offered both the big-block Turbo-Jet which was actually a slightly overbored , displacing cubic
inches and the Turbo-Fire , a bored-out, long-stroke small block. Again, two very different
engines. This guy is a dipstickâ€¦GM used engines across divisions since the sâ€¦the , , , and I
have cars to prove it. I have not seen that color combo before, or, no SS on the headrests. You
comment that the 3 series success was hard to grasp. I think it may be simply the right car at
the right time, in fuel economy was a bigger factor than it had been, the 3 series offered
sprightly performance and excellent road manners and commendable fuel efficiency. Its spartan
interior may even have helped sales, insofar as it gave an impression of teutonic efficiency,
without uneccesary embellishments that served no great purpose. This helped keep resale
values high which made its high initial purchase price lees of a drawback than it might have
been. With hindsight it seems the 3 series found a unique niche in the market, perhaps in a
similar way the Mustang in north America or the Ford Capri in Europe had. The niche BMW
found has expanded over time, small refined sporty cars are ubiquitous now, BMW kept its 3
series firmly in that segment and is still the benchmark against which similar cars are judged. In
the UK the 3 series actually outsold Ford Mondeos in some model years, but somehow still
maintained its upmarket image. I am not a BMW afficianado, but I recognise their appeal as a
well built car that does most things well but few things badly. In the U. In general, the Boomers
wanted nothing to do with the kind of ostentation on which their elders put such a premium. A
3er or Audi 80 was a way to get something reasonably sensible while also demonstrating your
economic achievement and discriminating taste. The junior executive cars in that class

continue to do well in the U. In January, , I bought a new i 5-speed manual and loved it. As a
born boomer bachelor, the car was a chick magnet and it was very fun to drive. Alas, it attracted
a specific chick who I soon married and the arrival of babies made its small size an issue. I wept
when I sold it in I wish I had kept it for weekend driving. How many Tony Stewart edition Monte
Carlo SS were made was this something rare,this car is I need of restoration, but restoring it will
ruin a couple of the stickers that help prove it is one,what do you advise? Great read! Those
rides definitely gone but not forgotten. Chrysler throwing the is the only throwback avail of late;
GM SS is a good addition. Who will buy them? Certainly not the millenials and forward.. Try
showing a group of college-age kids pictures of the Nissan Figaro and ask how many would buy
something like that if they couldâ€¦. Thank you for your time in answering my request. The was
optional on either S or Landau models. The disappearance of the previous SS option is not
particularly surprising given its dismal sales. Chevy only had one tune of in for everything from
Corvette to Impala station wagon, and everything in betweenâ€¦â€¦. Oval port heads, 2-bolt
mains, 8. Another roughly 41, of these LS4 were installed across full-size Chevys, and 4, in
Corvettes. As Aaron mentions, the cid big block died with the model year in all Chevy
passenger cars. Further, Ford and Chrysler built good engines and transmissions, better in
some ways than the ubiquitous Chevrolet. I suppose this comes with the territory of being No. I
am not going to focus on the big leagues of racing, even though that would be a bitter pill for
fans of other brands. Across this great land of ours are literally hundreds of asphalt and dirt
oval race tracks running thousands of races every weekend through the warm months of the
year. In addition to Srint cars, in which only the engine would be brand representative, are Late
Models, again generic cars with brand name engines. Not a single Ford. Not a single Mopar. In
recent years Ford has come on strong in Late Models with their engine program and half the
field is now Ford. I put it to you bluntly; A. Chevrolet has won more races than any other brand.
Chevrolet has won more races than all other makes combined. Chevrolet has won more races
than all other makes combined by a staggering total. Why would people who fanatically drive
Ford and Dodge trucks use them to haul Camaro and Monte Carlo race cars to the track do it if
there was a competitive alternative? It is the soundness of the basic design, horsepower,
handling, toughness, ease of modification that comes through, this despite the Corporate
missteps, blunders, blindness. My dislike of those things clearly matters little to their fans and
connoisseurs, and in this case the reverse is also true. I guess its just a lonely last hurrah for a
marque loyalist, a disappearing breed, made even worse when the company you championed
primarily makes hum-drum people movers. I do believe something special happened when Ed
Cole and Zora Arkus-Duntov decided to do something about that hum-drum Chevrolet image. I
own a 76 Monte 4b. Was my fathers since new. Still rides and handles like a dream! I have yet to
locate the build sheet. Looked in the front and rear seat springs, under the dash and inside the
door panels. Any info on where else it could be? Any info on why it has an older engine? Was
wondering if it had anything to do with the fact that 76 was the last year for the and maybe they
were clearing out their old stock. The build sheet for 2nd gen Monte Carlos is usually attached
to the top of the gas tank. I have both a 73 Monte and a It has braces the 77 dosent have on the
front sheet metal. Parts made from plastic on the 77 are metal o n the You can easily see cost
cutting. On another note I love both of them. The 77 ive had 25 years the 73 16 yrs its got a too.
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