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The non-metropolitan district of Lincoln had a population of 94, The city's landmarks include
Lincoln Cathedral , an example of English Gothic architecture and the tallest building in the
world for over years, and the 11th-century Norman Lincoln Castle. The earliest origins of
Lincoln can be traced to the remains of an Iron Age settlement of round wooden dwellings
which were discovered by archaeologists in that have been dated to the 1st century BC. The
origins of the name Lincoln may come from this period, when the settlement is thought to have
been named in the Brittonic language of Iron Age Britain's Celtic inhabitants as Lindon "The
Pool", [6] presumably referring to Brayford Pool compare the etymology of the name Dublin ,
from the Gaelic dubh linn "black pool". The extent of this original settlement is unknown as its
remains are now buried deep beneath the later Roman and medieval ruins and modern Lincoln.
The Celtic name Lindon was subsequently Latinised to Lindum and given the title Colonia when
it was converted into a settlement for army veterans. Lindum colonia or more fully, Colonia
Domitiana Lindensium , after the Emperor Domitian who ruled at the time, was established
within the walls of the hilltop fortress with the addition of an extension of about equal area,
down the hillside to the waterside below. It became a major flourishing settlement, accessible
from the sea both through the River Trent and through the River Witham. On the basis of the
patently corrupt list of British bishops who attended the Council of Arles , the city is now often
considered to have been the capital of the province of Flavia Caesariensis which was formed
during the late-3rd century Diocletian Reforms. Subsequently, the town and its waterways fell
into decline. Germanic tribes from the North Sea area settled Lincolnshire during the fifth and
sixth centuries. After the first Viking raids, the city again rose to some importance, with
overseas trading connections. In Viking times Lincoln was a trading centre with its own mint, by
far the most important in Lincolnshire and by the end of the 10th century, comparable in output
to that of York. Excavations at Flaxengate reveal that the area, deserted since Roman times,
received timber-framed buildings fronting a new street system in about Like York, the Upper
City seems to have had purely administrative functions up to or so, while the Lower City, down
the hill towards the River Witham, may have been largely deserted. By , however, the Witham
banks were developed, with the Lower City resettled and the suburb of Wigford emerging as a
trading centre. In , two years after the Norman conquest of England , William I ordered Lincoln
Castle to be built on the site of the old Roman settlement, for the same strategic reasons and
controlling the same road. Construction of the first Lincoln Cathedral, within its close or walled
precinct facing the castle, began when the see was removed from the quiet backwater of
Dorchester-on-Thames , Oxfordshire , and was completed in ; [12] it was rebuilt after a fire but
destroyed by an earthquake in When completed, the central of the three spires is widely
accepted to have succeeded the Great Pyramids of Egypt as the tallest man-made structure in
the world. The Lincoln bishops were among the magnates of medieval England. The Diocese of
Lincoln , the largest in England, had more monasteries than the rest of England put together,
and the diocese was supported by large estates. One of only four surviving originals of the
document is preserved in Lincoln Castle. Theologian William de Montibus was the head of the
cathedral school and chancellor until his death in The administrative centre was the Bishop's
Palace , the third element in the central complex. When it was built in the late 12th century, the
Bishop's Palace was one of the most important buildings in England. Built by Hugh of Lincoln,
its East Hall over a vaulted undercroft is the earliest surviving example of a roofed domestic
hall. The chapel range and entrance tower were built by Bishop William of Alnwick, who
modernised the palace in the s. During the Anarchy , in Lincoln was the site of a battle between
King Stephen and the forces of Empress Matilda , led by her illegitimate half-brother Robert, 1st
Earl of Gloucester. After fierce fighting in the city's streets, Stephen's forces were defeated.
Stephen himself was captured and taken to Bristol. By , Lincoln was among the wealthiest
towns in England. The basis of the economy was cloth and wool , exported to Flanders ; Lincoln
weavers had set up a guild in to produce Lincoln Cloth, especially the fine dyed "scarlet" and
"green", whose reputation was later enhanced by the legendary Robin Hood wearing woollens
of Lincoln green. In the Guildhall that surmounts the city gate called the Stonebow , the ancient
Council Chamber contains Lincoln's civic insignia, a fine collection of civic regalia. Outside the
precincts of cathedral and castle, the old quarter clustered around the Bailgate, and down Steep
Hill to the High Bridge , whose half-timbered housing juts out over the river. The last is an
unusual English dedication to the saint whose cult was coming into vogue on the European
continent at that time. Lincoln was home to one of the five main Jewish communities in
England, well established before it was officially noted in In , anti-Semitic riots that started in
King's Lynn , Norfolk, spread to Lincoln; the Jewish community took refuge with royal officials,
but their habitations were plundered. The so-called House of Aaron has a two-storey street
frontage that is essentially 12th century and a nearby Jew's House likewise bears witness to the
Jewish population. Thirteenth-century Lincoln was England's third largest city and a favourite

of more than one king. During the First Barons' War , it became caught up in the strife between
the king and rebel barons who had allied with the French. It was here and at Dover that the
French and Rebel army was defeated. In the aftermath, the town was pillaged for having sided
with Prince Louis. According to some historians, the city's fortunes began to decline in the 14th
century, although others have argued that the city remained buoyant in both trade and
communications well into the 15th century. Thus in , the city was made a county in its own right
known as the County of the City of Lincoln. Thereafter, additional rights being conferred on the
town by successive monarchs, including those of an assay town controlling metal
manufacturing, for example. Lincoln's coat of arms , not officially endorsed by the College of
Arms , is believed to date from the 14th century. It is Argent on a cross gules a fleur-de-lis or.
The cross is believed to derive from the Diocese of Lincoln. The fleur-de-lis is the symbol of the
Virgin Mary, to whom the cathedral is dedicated. The Dissolution of the Monasteries cut off
Lincoln's main source of diocesan income and dried up the network of patronage controlled by
the bishop. No fewer than seven monasteries closed within the city alone. A number of nearby
abbeys were also closed, which further diminished the region's political power. A symbol of
Lincoln's economic and political decline came in , when the cathedral's great spire rotted and
collapsed and was not replaced. However, the comparative poverty of post-medieval Lincoln
preserved pre-medieval structures that would probably have been lost under more prosperous
conditions. Between and , during the English Civil War , Lincoln was on the frontier between the
Royalist and Parliamentary forces and changed hands several times. Lincoln now had no major
industry and no easy access to the sea. While the rest of the country was beginning to prosper
in the early 18th century, Lincoln suffered, travellers often commenting on what had essentially
become a one-street town. By the Georgian era , Lincoln's fortunes began to pick up, thanks in
part to the Agricultural Revolution. The re-opening of the Foss Dyke canal allowed coal and
other raw materials vital to industry to be brought into the city more easily. Along with the
economic growth of Lincoln in this period, the city boundaries were expanded to include the
West Common. To this day, an annual Beat the Boundaries walk takes place along the perimeter
of the common. Coupled with the arrival of railway links, Lincoln boomed again during the
Industrial Revolution , and several world-famous companies arose, such as Ruston's , Clayton
's, Proctor 's and William Foster's. Lincoln began to excel in heavy engineering, building
locomotives, steam shovels and all manner of heavy machinery. A permanent military presence
came with the completion of the "Old Barracks" now occupied by the Museum of Lincolnshire
Life in Lincoln was hit by a typhoid epidemic between November and August caused by polluted
drinking water from Hartsholme Lake and the River Witham. Over 1, people contracted the
disease and fatalities totalled , [26] including the man responsible for the city's water supply,
Liam Kirk of Baker Crescent. Near the beginning of the epidemic, Dr Alexander Cruickshank
Houston installed a chlorine disinfection system just ahead of the poorly operating slow sand
filter to kill the fatal bacteria. In the two world wars , Lincoln switched to war production. The
tanks were tested on land now covered by Tritton Road in the south-west suburbs. During the
Second World War , Lincoln produced a vast array of war goods: tanks, aircraft, munitions and
military vehicles. Its success made it the largest single employer in the city, providing over 5,
jobs in its factory and research facilities, making it a rich takeover target for industrial
conglomerates. This includes what is left of Napier Turbochargers. Plans came early in for a
new plant outside the city at Teal Park , North Hykeham. The factory now employs people.
Lincoln's second largest private employer is James Dawson and Son, a belting and hose
manufacturer founded there in the late 19th century. Its two sites are both in Tritton Road. The
main one, next to the University of Lincoln, used Lincoln's last coal-fired boiler, until it was
replaced by a gas-powered one in July Dawson's became part of the Hull-based Fenner group in
the late s. New suburbs were built in the years after , but heavy industry declined towards the
end of the 20th century. Nevertheless, more people in Lincoln are still employed today in
building gas turbines than in any other field. Much development, particularly around the
Brayford area, has followed the construction of the University of Lincoln's Brayford Campus,
which opened in Lincoln's economy is based mainly on public administration, commerce,
arable farming and tourism, with industrial relics like Ruston now Siemens still in existence.
However, many of Lincoln's industrial giants have long ceased production there, leaving large
empty industrial warehouse-like buildings. More recently, these have become multi-occupant
units, with the likes of Lincs FM radio station in the Titanic Works and LA Fitness gym taking up
space. The main employment sectors in Lincoln are public administration, education and health,
which account for 34 per cent of the workforce. Distribution, restaurants and hotels account for
25 per cent. Like many other cities, Lincoln has developed a growing IT economy, with many
e-commerce mail order companies set up, along with a plethora of other, more conventional
small industrial businesses. One reason behind the University of Lincoln was to increase

inward investment and act as a springboard for small companies. Its presence has also drawn
many more licensed premises to the town centre around the Brayford Pool. A small business
unit next door to a university accommodation building, the Think Tank, opened in June The
Extra motorway services company is based on Castle Hill , with most new UK service areas
being built by Swayfields, which is the parent company. Bifrangi, an Italian company making
crankshafts for off-road vehicles tractors using a screw press is based at the former Tower
Works owned by Smith-Clayton Forge Ltd. Lincoln is the hub of a wider area encompassing
satellite settlements such as Welton, Saxilby, Skellingthorpe and Washingborough, which look
to Lincoln for most service and employment needs. Adding them to the city's population raises
it to , According to a document entitled "Central Lincolnshire Local Plan Core Strategy", Lincoln
is within a "travel-to-work" area with a population of about , Since Lincoln has gained two
universities, in association with its growth in the services sector. New blocks of flats,
restaurants and entertainment venues have appeared. Around the Tritton Road B trading estate,
new businesses have begun trading from large units with car parking. The St Mark's Square
complex has Debenhams as its flagship store and an accompanying trading estate of
well-known chain stores. The city is a tourist centre for those visiting historic buildings that
include the cathedral, the castle and the medieval Bishop's Palace. The Collection , of which the
Usher Gallery is now part, is an important attraction, partly in a purpose-built venue, it currently
contains over 2,, objects, and was one of the four finalists for the Gulbenkian Prize. Any
material from official archaeological excavations in Lincolnshire is eventually deposited in The
Collection, so that it continues to grow. Early in December the Bailgate area holds an annual
Christmas Market in and around the Castle grounds, shaped by the traditional German-style
Christmas markets as found in cities, including Lincoln's twin town Neustadt an der
Weinstrasse. In , for the first time in its history, the event was cancelled due to "atrocious"
snowfalls across most of the United Kingdom. Lincoln has many churches and chapels in the
city region. It fills a gap in the Lincoln Cliff escarpment running north and south through central
Lincolnshire and with altitudes up to feet 61 metres. The city lies on the River Witham , which
flows through this gap. Lincoln is thus divided informally into two zones, known unofficially as
uphill and downhill. The uphill area comprises the northern part of the city, on top of the Lincoln
Cliff to the north of the gap. This area includes the historical quarter, including Lincoln
Cathedral , Lincoln Castle and the Medieval Bishop's Palace, known locally as The Bail although
described in tourist promotional literature as the Cathedral Quarter. The downhill area
comprises the city centre and suburbs to the south and south-west. Steep Hill is a narrow,
pedestrian street connecting the two too steep for vehicular traffic. It passes through an
archway known as the Stonebow. This divide, peculiar to Lincoln, was once an important class
distinction, with uphill more affluent and downhill less so. The distinction dates from the time of
the Norman conquest , when the religious and military elite occupied the hilltop. The mute swan
is an iconic species for Lincoln. Many pairs nest each year beside the Brayford, and they feature
on the university's heraldic emblem. Other bird life within the city includes peregrine falcon ,
tawny owl and common kingfisher. Mammals on the city edges include red fox , roe deer and
least weasel. Since , Little egrets have nested in the Birchwood area and otters have been seen
in the River Witham. Both species are native to Britain and repopulating the area after near
extermination. Several invasive species of plants and animals have reached Lincoln. Japanese
knotweed and Himalayan balsam are Asian plant species around the River Witham. Galinsoga
and Amsinckia are American species found among city weeds, also American mink which are
occasionally seen on the Witham. Lincoln has a typical East Midland maritime climate with cool
summers and mild winters. Temperature extremes since have ranged between Closure of
Lincoln St Marks in left the city with Lincoln Central , soon renamed plain Lincoln, as its own
station. Until the s, the only two main roads through Lincoln were the A46 and A15, both feeding
traffic along the High Street. At the intersection of Guildhall Street and the High Street, these
met at the termination of the A The early northern inner ring-road, formed of Yarborough Road
and Yarborough Crescent, is today numbered B East Midlands Airport , 43 miles from Lincoln,
is the main international airport serving the county. It mainly handles European flights with
low-cost airlines. Humberside Airport , 29 miles north of Lincoln, is the only airport located in
the county. It has a small number of flights mainly to hub airports such as Amsterdam.
Doncaster Sheffield Airport also serves Lincoln. It mainly caters to low-cost airlines and lies just
outside the East Midlands Region in South Yorkshire. The older of Lincoln's two higher
education institutions, Bishop Grosseteste University , was started as a teacher training college
linked to the Anglican Church in During the s, it branched out into other subject areas with a
focus on the arts and drama. It became a university college in with degree powers taken over
from the University of Leicester. The college became a university in An annual graduation
celebration takes place in Lincoln Cathedral. Bishop Grosseteste University has not linked with

the University of Lincoln. Most buildings were built after In the â€” academic year, 8, full-time
undergraduates were studying there. This rose to 11, Further education courses in Lincoln are
provided by Lincoln College , which is the largest education institution in Lincolnshire , with 18,
students, of whom 2, are full-time. The school system in Lincoln is anomalous within
Lincolnshire despite being part of the same local education authority LEA , as most of the
county retained the grammar-school system. In , William Farr School was founded in Welton, a
nearby village. Lincoln itself had four single-sex grammar schools until September Both
schools were rebuilt after substantial investment by the federation. The local newspaper, the
Lincolnshire Echo , was founded in Local radio stations are BBC Lincolnshire on The student
publication The Linc [74] is available online and in print and targets the University of Lincoln 's
student population. ITV News also hold a newsroom in Lincoln. Lincoln has a professional
football team, Lincoln City FC , nicknamed "The Imps", which plays at the Sincil Bank stadium
on the southern edge of the city. The club was famously the first team to be relegated from the
English Football League , when automatic relegation to the Football Conference was introduced
from the â€”87 season. Lincoln City regained its league place at the first attempt and held onto
it until the â€”11 season, when it was again relegated to the Football Conference. Lincoln City
was the first club managed by Graham Taylor , who went on to manage the English national
football team from to He was at Lincoln City from to , during which time the club won promotion
from the Fourth Division as champions in The club also won the Football League Division Three
North title on three separate occasions, a joint record. Its most successful era was in the early
s, winning promotion from the Fourth Division in and narrowly missing promotion to the
Second Division in the two years that followed. It is currently managed by Michael Appleton.
Lindum Hockey Club plays in the north of the city. Since the city has played host to the Lincoln
Grand Prix one-day cycle race, which for around 30 years or so has used a city-centre finishing
circuit incorporating the challenging 1-in-6 cobbled ascent of Michaelgate. The Lincoln Lions
rugby union team has been playing since Two short-lived greyhound racing tracks were opened
by the Lincolnshire Greyhound Racing Association. The first was the Highfield track in
Hykeham Road, which opened on 13 September , and the second at the Lincoln Speedway on
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Wikivoyage has a travel guide for Lincoln. The Lincoln Town Car is a model line of full-size
luxury sedans that was marketed by the Lincoln division of the American automaker Ford Motor
Company. Deriving its name from a limousine body style , Lincoln marketed the Town Car from
to , with the nameplate previously serving as the flagship trim of the Lincoln Continental.
Marketed nearly exclusively as a four-door sedan a two-door sedan was offered for only , many
examples of the Town Car were used for fleet and livery limousine service. From to its
discontinuation, the Town Car was the longest car produced by Ford worldwide, becoming the
longest mass-production car sold in North America from to That factory was closed in
September ; the final Lincoln Town Car came off the assembly line on August 29, In the s, a
town car was a body design typically used for limousines. The description originated from the
horse-drawn carriage that featured an open chauffeur's compartment with a fixed roof for the
passengers. Later, the " sedan de Ville " was used as a model name by Cadillac, the primary
rival to the Lincoln Continental from the s to the s. For , Lincoln augmented it's pre-existing
Continental lineup with the addition of two formal sedans known as the Town Car and
Limousine. Both new vehicles featured pillared construction, interiors of broadcloth and
scotch-grain leather as well as deep pile carpeting. No options were offered with all equipment
including air conditioning being standard; the Limousine came with a glass partition between
the front and rear seats. In addition to the slightly restrained styling, the change in the roofline
was also functional. To add rear-seat legroom, the rear seat was repositioned without any
modification in the wheelbase. In the years to follow both Imperial and Cadillac would redesign
the rooflines on their own range-topping vehicles the LeBaron and Fleetwood Sixty-Special to
appear more formal and limousine-like. One of the rarest vehicles ever produced by Ford Motor
Company, [5] Town Cars and 83 Limousines were produced from to ; all examples were painted
black. For , the Town Car name returned as a trim package option, including leather seating
surfaces and deeper cut-pile carpeting. A raised molding over the roof incorporated coach
lamps on the B-pillars. As with the Town Car, the Town Coupe was offered with a standard vinyl
roof. As part of the redesign of the Lincoln roofline, the Town Car adopted the oval opera
windows of the Mark IV coupe, with the Town Coupe given a large rectangular opera window.
The Continental Town Car proved to be a success for the division, becoming the most popular
Lincoln vehicle of the s as the Mark IV and Mark V were not technically branded as Lincolns.
Closeup image of rear roofline of a Lincoln Continental Town Car, showing padded rear vinyl

roof and opera windows. For , Lincoln became the final American brand to market downsized
full-size cars. In its redesign, the Lincoln Continental shifted from the largest production sedan
in North America to a design with a smaller exterior footprint than Cadillac. Though technically
not badged a Lincoln, the Mark VI shared its chassis and much of the body with the Continental
to reduce development and production costs. Following the early withdrawal of the slow-selling
Lincoln Versailles , Lincoln-Mercury dealers offered three highly similar vehicles across a wide
price range in the same showroom. The discontinuation of the Versailles also marked the return
of Lincoln exclusively to the full-size sedan segment, leaving nothing to sell against
European-brand luxury vehicles. For , Lincoln underwent a revision to transition its full-size
model range from three nameplates to one, commencing a multi-year transition throughout all
three Ford divisions. For , the Continental went on hiatus, with Lincoln shifting the nameplate to
a mid-size sedan for A model year removed from the extensive downsizing of its full-size model
range, the Lincoln division underwent a revision of its nameplates. Following the
discontinuation of the compact Versailles sedan, Lincoln was left marketing six nearly identical
vehicles Continental, Continental Town Car, and Mark VI, all offered both as two-door and
four-door sedans. Largely similar to the Lincoln Continental, the Lincoln Town Car was offered
as a two-door and four-door sedan the Town Coupe nameplate was discontinued. At the time of
its launch, the Town Car was initially slated for replacement by front-wheel drive model lines in
anticipation of further volatility in fuel prices ; as fuel prices began to stabilize, demand rose for
the model line, leading Lincoln-Mercury to produce the Town Car through the s with few visible
changes. Over , were sold for , the highest ever for the model line. Delayed to the model year
due to engineering issues, the Panther platform meant radically different exterior dimensions
for the Lincoln models. The new Panther platform meant reduced overall size, better suspension
geometry, and upgraded power steering with a reduced turning diameter by over 8 feet
compared to the Lincoln Continental. For , gas-pressurized shocks were added. Following the
introduction of the Lincoln Town Car in , the 5. In Canada, the V8 remained carbureted until
These engines are identifiable by their cast aluminum upper intake manifolds with horizontal
throttle body vertical throttle plate ; this replaced the traditional throttle body with a
carburetor-style top-mounted air cleaner previously used. Introduced in the Lincoln Continental
for and marketed in all Panther-platform vehicles in , the Lincoln Town Car was equipped with
the 4-speed AOD automatic overdrive transmission, the sole transmission of examples. All
Town Cars from to featured an optional trailer towing package which included dual exhausts , a
3. During the late s, the sales of the Lincoln Continental had held steady and the Continental
Mark V would go on to outsell its Cadillac Eldorado counterpart. As with its predecessors, the
Town Car features nearly flat body sides, sharp-edged fenders, and a radiator-style grille. In a
major departure, hideaway headlamps gave way to exposed halogen headlamps the first on a
full-size Lincoln since Another first included fully framed door glass retractable vent windows
were now standard ; in sharp contrast to its Ford and Mercury counterparts, the window frames
were painted matte black. While chrome trim remained around the headlamps and window
frames, in a break from Lincoln tradition, it was deleted from the top of the fenders. After only 4,
two-door Town Cars were sold in , the bodystyle was discontinued for In the shift from
rebadging the Continental to the Lincoln Town Car for , Lincoln replaced the "Continental"
badging above the headlights with "Town Car", which was removed in A padded roof was
standard equipment on all Town Cars, with its design determined by trim level. On standard-trim
Town Cars, a leather-grained vinyl full-length covering with center pillar coach lamps was fitted.
For Signature Series and Cartier trims, a padded vinyl coach roof covering the rear half of the
roof with a frenched smaller rear window opening was fitted; the coach roof was also an option
on standard-trim Town Cars. On non-Cartier Town Cars, a full-length cloth canvas roof was an
option; imitating the look of a convertible, the design deleted the C-pillar quarter windows.
During the s, the Lincoln Town Car would undergo several exterior revisions. For , the model
was given a mid-cycle facelift. In addition to slightly improving its aerodynamics, the design
was intended to visually shorten the car though length was essentially unchanged. The front
and rear bumpers were redesigned, better integrating them into the bodywork. The rear fascia
was redesigned; distinguished by redesigned taillamps, the trunklid was better integrated with
the rear fenders. For , to meet federal regulations, a center brake light was added in the rear
window. For , the grille was updated with a brushed-metal panel between the taillamps, which
now featured the reverse lamps. The "Lincoln" front-end badging is moved from above left
headlight onto grille and changed to large sans-serif script. In the rear, the brushed-metal panel
was given a pinstripe finish and all badging was moved from the panel onto the trunk lid. All
models feature a landau roof with a smaller, more formal "frenched" rear window. All
non-Cartier models also include an embedded Lincoln "star" emblems in their opera windows.
The interior of the Lincoln Town Car featured many advanced luxury options for its time.

Signature Series and Cartier models featured 6-way power seats and manual seatback recliners
for the driver and front passenger; the Lincoln Town Car adopted a split front bench seat
previously seen on the Mark coupes. Several electronic features included an optional
digital-display trip computer showing the driver "miles to empty" and based on driver input an
"estimated time of arrival". A keypad -based keyless entry system unlocked the vehicle through
a 5-digit combination factory-programmed or owner-programmed. Mounted above the driver
door handle, the keypad allowed the driver to lock all four doors; after entering the code, the
driver could unlock the doors or release the trunklid. Along with keyfob-based systems, the
keypad system is still in use on Ford and Lincoln vehicles as of As part of the update, the
Lincoln Town Car was the first Ford vehicle to feature a CD player as an option as part of a
speaker JBL premium stereo system ; [14] while was the final year for the option of 8-track
players and CB radios for the Town Car. For , the front-seat head restraints were replaced with a
taller 4-way articulating design; walnut burl trim replaced much of the satin black trim on the
lower dash. For , the instrument cluster was updated; for Town Cars with analog gauges, the
instrument panel was given round dials in square bezels. In addition, new wood trim was added
to the dashboard and steering wheel. As before, the special-edition package consisted of
exclusively-coordinated exterior colors and interior designs, with the Cartier logo embroidered
in place of the Lincoln "star" emblem on the seats. For , the package underwent a redesign with
new upholstery design and new two-tone metallic beige platinum added alongside the
traditional platinum silver and two-tone arctic white. Sail America Commemorative Edition This
special edition Signature Series model came in white with a blue carriage roof and had a white
leather interior with blue piping and special badging. This replaced a proposed Gucci edition
Town Car that had been in the works. Gucci Edition Signature Series Gucci Edition had a
special blue canvas roof with fluorescent B-pillar light and a special blue badge on the C Pillar
with the word signature. It was designated in the VIN number as code For the model year, the
Cadillac DeVille and Fleetwood , traditional competitors of the Lincoln Town Car, shifted to
front-wheel drive platforms The Fleetwood Brougham retained its rear-drive platform and styling
, becoming smaller than the Lincoln Continental. At the time, Lincoln marketed the larger size of
the Town Car as a selling point. In response to the downsized Cadillacs, Lincoln introduced a
series of advertisements in late titled "The Valet" which depicted parking attendants having
trouble distinguishing Cadillacs from lesser Buicks Electras and Oldsmobiles Ninety-Eights ,
with the question "Is that a Cadillac? What a Luxury Car Should Be. After ten years on the
market nine of them as the Town Car relatively unchanged, the Lincoln Town Car was given an
extensive redesign inside and out, being launched on October 5, , as a model. In a move to
bring a new generation of buyers to the Lincoln brand, the Town Car adopted a far more
contemporary image, bringing it in line with the Continental and Mark VII. In addition, the Town
Car adopted a new range of safety and luxury features and would mark the debut of a
powertrain that would see usage in a wide variety of Ford Motor Company vehicles. The
second-generation Town Car was a sales success and became one of the best-selling full-size
U. During the late s and early s, Town Car sales regularly exceeded , units with , Town Cars
being sold in alone. The final compromise of the committee sought to keep the identity of the
Town Car thus avoiding repeating the mistakes of Cadillac while introducing a contemporary
vehicle for the s. In , a second factor driving the design of the FN36 project was initiated, as the
United States government introduced regulations mandating passive restraints on vehicles
produced after September 1, ; along with automatic seat belts , out of necessity, automakers
began to reconsider the use of airbags as passive restraints. At the time the FN36 project was
launched in , to extend the life of the Town Car, Lincoln-Mercury began a number of
advertisements satirizing the newly introduced Cadillac model line, making them out to be
indistinguishable from a Buick, Pontiac, and Oldsmobile. In March , the design freeze for the
project occurred, with an intended production start of mid The second-generation Lincoln Town
Car would become the first domestic Ford vehicle engineered outside of the company and
constructed by foreign suppliers, with International Automotive Design of Brighton, England
handling the engineering, while Japan-based Ogihara Iron Works supplying all of the Town Car
body panels from its own factory near the Wixom plant. From to , the Town Car would go from
over a year behind its production date to two weeks ahead of schedule. To lower the
development and production costs of the extensive redesign, Ford Motor Company retained the
Panther platform for the Lincoln Town Car, continuing its use of rear-wheel drive. In a major
change, rear air suspension introduced as an option for all three Panther vehicles in became
standard equipment on all Town Cars. For , the Town Car was produced with inch rear drum
brakes identical to its predecessor ; for , they were replaced by inch solid rotor disc brakes. In
its redesign for the model year, Lincoln stylists sought a completely new design for the Town
Car. Many traditional Lincoln styling cues were heavily reworked or abandoned completely.

Although the Town Car would keep its formal notchback sedan roofline, the flat-sided fenders
and angular lines seen since the Continentals and Mark IIIs of the late s disappeared. Stylists
made the body more aerodynamic reducing drag coefficient from 0. In a move to market the
Town Car towards buyers of contemporary vehicles, several other changes were made.
Although two-tone paint remained available featuring a lower body accent color in gray metallic
, monotone paint schemes would become increasingly standard. In a major change, a vinyl roof
was no longer offered, since vinyl roofs declined in popularity among many buyers. Spoked
aluminum wheels were dropped from the options list for , while locking wire wheel discs
remained through In late , the exterior was given a minor update with a new grille and slightly
redesigned tail lamp lenses distinguished by a "checkerboard" pattern for models. Although the
bumper largely remained unchanged, the front fascia was updated as the headlamp clusters are
changed to a clear-lens design and separated from the grille. The grille was redesigned,
returning to the design in a surround fitting closer to the body. The rear fascia saw the trim
between the tail lamps redesigned, featuring additional running lights, while the reverse lamps
were moved from the outer edges of the reflector panel to the center, beneath the lid lock cover
similar to the - models. In a departure from the Lincoln Continental and Mark VII, the use of the
Panther platform necessitated a degree of component sharing with the Ford and Mercury
counterparts. Although fitted with its own seats and door panels, [31] the Town Car was fitted
with essentially the same dashboard as the Mercury Grand Marquis versions with digital
instruments retain the instrument panel layout from In , the wood trim was changed to an
orange-toned walnut. New for the model year was an integrated, voice-activated in-car cellular
telephone concealed in the center armrest, which featured a speakerphone as well as a rearview
mirror-mounted microphone for hands-free calling. As part of its Mid-cycle refresh, the interior
saw a greater degree of change than the exterior. To bring the design up to date and in line with
the rest of the Lincoln line , the dashboard and door panels featured a curved design, while
influenced by the Mark VIII, the 6-passenger design of the Town Car precluded the adoption of a
center console in the interior. To increase storage space, the dual center armrests of the front
seats on Signature and Cartier models were redesigned to include storage compartments to
hold cassettes and the optional cellular telephone. The dashboard design continued into the
new door panels, now with an illuminated power window and seat adjuster cluster, and a
back-lit power door lock switch placed higher on the door. Releases for the trunk and fuel door
were moved from the dashboard onto the lower driver's door. Redesigned seat patterns now
offered an available driver and front passenger electric heat feature. The radio antenna was
integrated into the rear window. For , the climate controls were again redesigned; while Cartier
Designer Editions featured genuine wood trim on the dashboard and door panels. In , few
changes were made: the rear center armrest added a pair of cup holders, while Cartier models
gained rear-seat vanity mirrors mounted in the headliner. Also in , the trim level badges were
moved to the front fenders in place of the "Town Car" badges. Subsequently, the rear side
opera windows no longer featured their trim level engravings. For , the base trim was renamed
Executive Series. From to , the Lincoln Town Car was available with a factory towing package.
The Signature Series added a digital vacuum fluorescent instrument cluster, trip computer, and
standard alloy wheels. The Cartier Edition was fitted with the same features as the Signature
Series, adding a JBL-branded sound system with an amplifier, a security system, alloy spoked
wheels, and other details, such as cloth and leather seats. In addition to the three standard
trims of the Lincoln Town Car, various special edition option packages were produced by
Lincoln excluding dealer-produced versions. Jack Nicklaus Signature Series The Jack Nicklaus
Signature Series was a special-edition option package for the Town Car Signature Series that
was featured a green exterior with a white top; the interior consisted of white leather with green
accents. Another version of the package was sold with a white exterior and a standard roof; the
interior trim was similar, with white leather seats and green carpets and trim. Most Jack
Nicklaus editions have ornaments and wording on the exterior trimmed in gold including green
and gold "Golden Bear" badges on the front fenders. Regatta Edition The Regatta Edition was a
maritime-themed special-edition option package for the Signature Series, with approximately 1,
produced. The package consisted of White Oxford leather seats with optional blue seat piping ,
with regatta blue carpeting; the doors and instrument panel featured matching blue-color trim.
The package was often paired with a white oxford vinyl carriage roof featuring embroidery on
the "C" pillar near the opera windows. Spinnaker Edition Replacing the Regatta Edition, the
Spinnaker Edition option package featured tri-coat paint, two-toned leather seats, the Spinnaker
logo on the floor mats, and 16" spoked aluminum wheels. Featuring a unique accent stripe,
leather seats, wood instrument panel trim, window badging, cellular telephone , power
moonroof , JBL audio system, auto electrochromatic dimming mirror with compass, and
traction assist , [34] the Diamond Anniversary Edition included nearly every available option on

the Lincoln Town Car. At its redesign, the Lincoln Town Car was offered with relatively few
options, with nearly all features as standard equipment. On the Signature Series, the only
options were leather seat trim, a moonroof, a disc CD changer, a JBL sound system, a security
system, and an onboard telephone. The redesign highlighted several new features that had
never been available before on the Town Car. A two-position driver's memory seat was standard
on Cartier Editions optional on Signature Series ; the memory seats featured an 8-way
adjustment for both seats and inflatable lumbar support. While technically a carryover feature
from , the Electrochromic Dimming Mirror was redesigned for the much wider rear window of
the new Town Car. A number of advances were made in the safety features available for the
Lincoln Town Car, with ABS becoming an optional feature in Following the return of 4-wheel
disc brakes to the Town Car in for the first time since , ABS became standard in Initially, the
Town Car came with dual airbags as standard equipment. However, due to a March 14, fire at
the facility where the passenger airbag's propellant was produced, [35] the passenger airbag
essentially became a delete option , with a credit on the window sticker issued for the price of
the missing airbag. Upon owner request, for the price of the issued credit, the passenger airbag
would be installed once supply became available. Shifting away from the straight-lined design
language used by full-size Lincoln sedans for over 35 years, the Town Car adopted the rounded
exterior of the Lincoln Mark VIII and Lincoln Continental. The third generation of the Town Car
marked several major changes within Lincoln-Mercury. From to , the Lincoln-Mercury division
became a brand of Premier Automotive Group , a division of Ford created to manage its
premium automotive brands acquired during the s; following organizational difficulties leading
to Lincoln once again falling behind Cadillac in sales by , Lincoln-Mercury was restored under
its previous divisional structure during To continue the Town Car, for the model year,
production of the Town Car was transferred to the St. For its redesign in the model year, the
Lincoln Town Car retained the Ford Panther platform that had underpinned its predecessor. To
improve the cornering stability of the Town Car, a Watt's linkage was fitted to the solid rear axle
suspension a change also seen in its Mercury and Ford counterparts. The front brake calipers
were changed to a larger dual-piston design; inch wheels became standard. For , the chassis of
the Town Car was extensively redesigned and changes were made to the tuning of the
suspension. The steering system was changed from a recirculating-ball to a rack-and-pinion
configuration. For the first time since its introduction, the 4. From to , the Town Car used the
4R70W 4-speed automatic that was introduced in From onward, the heavier-duty 4R75W
replaced it. While three inches shorter than its predecessor, the Town Car gained two inches in
width and an inch in height becoming the tallest Lincoln sedan in 40 years. In a major break
from Lincoln styling tradition, the Town Car abandoned many of the straight-edged lines of its
predecessor. Adopting styling cues of the outgoing Mark VIII and the Continental, the Town Car
adopted a curved design scheme in place of the previous straight-lined body. While the radiator
grille was retained, its rectangular shape was changed to oval its waterfall pattern was adopted
by the Lincoln Navigator introduced alongside it , and the hood ornament was deleted. The
curved design scheme carried further to the rear of the Town Car, in the C-pillar losing its opera
windows into the trunklid. To differentiate from its Mercury counterpart, the Town Car switched
to individual taillamps, deleting the filler panel on the trunklid; a large chrome surround was
used on the trunklid to mount the license plate. In , the stretched Town Car L was introduced,
with a six-inch stretch in its wheelbase. To produce the variant at a lower cost, the B-pillar was
widened on versions to use the existing rear door glass of the standard Town Car. In , the Town
Car L was redesigned, giving it model-specific doors proportioned to the longer roofline; these
versions are distinguished by wider rear quarter glass in the doors. In , coinciding with the
chassis redesign, the body of the Town Car underwent a number of changes. To bring it in line
with contemporary Lincoln vehicles, the lower body was squared off; the oval grille was
redesigned in the style of the Lincoln LS ; the hood ornament made its return after a 5-year
absence. As with its predecessors, the Lincoln Town Car visibly shares few common interior
parts with its Ford and Mercury counterparts aside from its steering column, radio, and climate
controls. To improve ergonomics, power seat controls on Signature and Cartier models are
relocated from the seat to door panel Executive Series, in Seat-mounted side airbags become
standard on all Town Cars for In the same year, the Executive Series regained its rear-seat
center armrest initially deleted in a cost-cutting move. A new in-vehicle telematics system,
called "RESCU", included a rearview mirror with integrated microphone and SOS and roadside
assistance buttons, and replaced the previous in-car telephone with a portable Motorola
Timeport cellular telephone that now featured voice recognition. The system was discontinued
after the model year. For its redesign, the interior of the Lincoln Town Car saw extensive
changes. To differentiate the Town Car from the Mercury Grand Marquis, the radio and climate
controls were integrated into a single unit with an analog clock; the interior was given a

model-specific wood trim bordered by satin metal. The redesign included new seats,
distinguished by taller head restraints. For , for the first time since , the Town Car received a
redesigned steering wheel. For , the instrument panel was redesigned, with the Town Car
gaining a tachometer alongside its Ford and Mercury counterparts; The Town Car was one of
the last American-market vehicles sold without one. As part of the shift in assembly plants, to
streamline production, Lincoln deleted or standardized many features of the Town Car, leaving
only 4 remaining options: HID headlamps, whitewall tires, polished spoke wheels in place of
spoke "machine-finish" wheels , and a trunk organizer. At its redesign for , the Lincoln Town
Car was produced in three trim levels: Executive Series primarily for fleets and livery sales ,
Signature Series, and Cartier Designer Edition. For , the Town Car line was expanded as Lincoln
introduced a Premium option package for the Signature Series, Cartier, and Signature Touring;
the Premium option package is distinguished by a glass sunroof. For , the Town Car was
redesigned to have a new look and the Executive became the base model. The Signature was
the next step up, and then the Cartier and Cartier L. Ultimate buyers could now opt for
"upgraded" leather seat trim. A touchscreen GPS navigation system radio became available for
the first time, available on the new Ultimate trim. For , the Ultimate was replaced by the
Signature Limited first introduced as an option in along with the Designer Series in Also in ,
Signature Limited models equipped with the GPS navigation system radio also came equipped
with a new THX Certified premium audio system, adding tweeter speakers in the upper corners
of the front door panels, and a more powerful amplifier, and all Town Car models could be
paired with Sirius Satellite Radio , regardless of radio option. Effectively replacing the Cartier,
the Designer Series offered a two-tone interior with Provence leather and adjustable head
restraints; the exterior was distinguished by chrome wheels and B-pillar trim. For through , the
Signature Limited became the sole trim available on the standard-wheelbase Town Car along
with the long-wheelbase Signature L; the Executive Series remained in production for fleet and
livery sales. Town Cars with the option package featured a black-painted grille, exterior chrome
delete, black wood interior fitted with perforated leather seats, and a JBL sound system. Limited
Edition In , Lincoln offered a Limited trim; having Limited badges on the C-pillar, fog lights,
heated and memory seats, as well as Arden inserts in the rims and grille. For , the Limited
offered two-tone paint schemes in addition to two-tone seats with Limited badges on the C-pillar
as well, but no fog lights. Pro Series Offered in , a special Pro-series badge was placed on the
C-pillars; having the background of a golf course. This badge was stitched onto the front seats,
in addition to having chrome 9-spoke rims and a two-tone color scheme. Continental Edition
Offered in and was the Continental Edition package; available as an option only on the
Signature Limited trim. The package added Continental badging, chrome inch wheels, and
accents to the B-pillars. On the interior, the Continental name was embroidered on the front
seats and front floor mats. The Lincoln Town Car was the first production sedan in the world to
receive US five-star crash ratings in every category. Featuring a standard V8 engine ,
body-on-frame design, rear-wheel drive and large exterior and interior dimensions, [48] the
Town Car became popular in livery and commercial service. In commercial service, the typical
Lincoln Town Car saw a life expectancy of well over , miles. This design made them durable
even in the rough conditions taxi and livery cars are subjected to, and easy and cheap to repair
when they did suffer damage. The Lincoln Town Car was popular as a stretch limousine donor
chassis; it was the most commonly used limousine and chauffeured car in the United States
and Canada. The Presidential Town Car limousine arrived in and was the state car for the entire
presidency of George H. It was succeeded by a Cadillac Fleetwood , used by his successor, Bill
Clinton. Displayed at George Bush Presidential Library. A new "L" designation was used for
extended-wheelbase Town Cars from to Also included was a two-way travel switch for the front
passenger seat base a feature shared with the extended-wheelbase Jaguar XJ. The L
designation was applied to the top-of-line Cartier â€” , Ultimate only , and Signature â€” trim
levels. Fleet buyers received it under the Executive L trim designation. For â€”02 versions, the
"L" edition is identified by a widened B-pillar , bearing the Lincoln "star" ornament; maintaining
parts commonality with the standard Town Car. The "L" editions had longer rear doors,
featuring wider versions of the fixed windows. Starting in , the Lincoln Town Car had been
available featuring ballistic protection from the factory. Only a few dealers in the US were
authorized to sell this series. The L3 was introduced in and had a wheelbase of 3, millimetres
For , the L1 was introduced and had a wheelbase of 3, millimetres During the s, in spite of
declining sales, the Town Car remained one of the highest-selling American-brand luxury
sedans. Outside of retail markets, it was the most used limousine and chauffeured car in the
United States and Canada. In , as part of The Way Forward , Ford considered ending production
of Lincoln's largest model as part of the closing of the Wixom Assembly Plant. Following the
model year, however, the Town Car was discontinued for retail sale in Canada, available

exclusively for fleet and livery customers afterward. In , the fate of all three Panther-platform
models was determined when Ford announced the closure of the St. Thomas Assembly Plant.
For the limousine and livery markets, Ford had promised availability of the Town Car through
the model year; [67] retail sales continued on a limited basis in the United States and for export.
In , Ford announced the closure of the Mercury brand at the end of the year, effectively making
the Town Car the final model line sold for retail sale produced by St. Thomas Assembly retail
sales of the Crown Victoria ended after On August 29, , the final Town Car rolled off the
assembly line, without any fanfare or announcement from Ford; [1] St. Thomas Assembly
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CUV. Mid-size SUV. Pickup truck. Mark LT. His father, who had become king in , was determined
that the Tudor family should rule England and Wales for a long time. To do this he needed to
protect himself from those who had the power to overthrow him. His first step was to marry
Elizabeth, the eldest child of Edward IV. Henry had an older brother, Arthur. It has been claimed
that Henry VII first suggested that Catherine of Aragon might be a good wife for his son when
the princess was only two. Catherine was the daughter of Ferdinand of Aragon â€” and Isabella
of Castile â€” She was therefore the daughter of not one but two reigning monarchs. In King
Ferdinand agreed to send ambassadors to England to discuss political and economic relations
and to negotiate the marriage of Catherine and Arthur. In Henry signed a treaty with Ferdinand.
By this treaty Henry agreed that his eldest son, Arthur, should marry Catherine. This was a good
deal for Henry VII. At this time, England and Wales had a combined population of only two and a
half million, compared to the seven and a half million of Castile and Aragon, and the fifteen
million of France. Ferdinand's motivation was that Spanish merchants wishing to reach the
Netherlands, needed the protection of English ports if France was barred to them. The English
also still controlled the port of Calais in northern France. However, the marriage was not
guaranteed. As David Loades points out: "The marriage of a ruler was the highest level of the
matrimonial game, and carried the biggest stakes, but it was not the only level. Both sons and
daughters were pieces to be moved in the diplomatic game, which usually began while they
were still in their cradles. A daughter, particularly, might undergo half a dozen betrothals in the
interests of shifting policies before her destiny eventually caught up with her. Catherine arrived
in England on 2nd October As a high-born Castilian bride, Catherine remained veiled to both her

husband and her father-in-law until after the marriage ceremony. Henry would have been
concerned by her size. She was described as "extremely short, even tiny". Henry could not
complain as Arthur, now aged fifteen, was very small and undeveloped and was "half a head
shorter" than Catherine. He was also described as having an "unhealthy" skin colour. Henry, led
their wedding procession through London. Spanish trumpeters had been brought in to provide
the music. Arrangements at the banquet which followed the wedding meant that Catherine sat
on the right hand of the Henry VII but Prince Arthur sat at a separate children's table with Prince
Henry and his sisters, Margaret and Mary. That night, when Arthur lifted Catherine's veil he
discovered a girl with "a fair complexion, rich reddish-gold hair that fell below hip-level, and
blue-eyes". Contemporary sources claim that "she was also on the plump side - but then a
pleasant roundness in youth was considered to be desirable at this period, a pointer to future
fertility". If you find this article useful, please feel free to share on websites like Reddit. The
couple spent the first month of their marriage at Tickenhill Manor. Arthur wrote to Catherine's
parents telling them how happy he was and assuring them he would be "a true and loving
husband all of his days". They then moved to Ludlow Castle. Arthur was in poor health and
according to William Thomas, Groom of his Privy Chamber, he had been over-exerting himself.
He later recalled he "conducted him clad in his night gown unto the Princess's bedchamber
door often and sundry times. Alison Weir has argued that Arthur was suffering from
consumption: "There was concern about the Prince's delicate health. He seems to have been
consumptive, and had grown weaker since the wedding. The King believed, as did most other
people, that Arthur had been over-exerting himself in the marriage bed. Once the marriage was
officially completed, some years might pass before the appropriate moment was judged to have
arrived. Anxious reports might pass between ambassadors on physical development; royal
parents might take advice on their offsprings' readiness for the ordeal. The comments sometimes remind one of those breeders discussing the mating of thoroughbred stock, and the
comparison is indeed not so far off. The siring of progeny was the essential next step in these
royal marriages, so endlessly negotiated. For example, Henry VII's mother, Margaret Beaufort ,
was only thirteen when she had him and never had any other children in the course of four
marriages. On 27th March , Arthur fell seriously ill. Based on the description of symptoms by
his servants, he appeared to have been suffering from a bronchial or pulmonary condition, such
as pneumonia, tuberculosis or some virulent form of influenza. David Starkey has suggested he
might have been suffering from testicular cancer. Henry VII was keen to maintain his alliance
with Ferdinand of Aragon and recently widowed, offered to marry Catherine of Aragon himself.
As he was 46 years-old and in poor health, this idea was rejected and on 23rd June , he signed a
new treaty betrothing Catherine to Henry, his only surviving son, then aged twelve. The treaty
also contained an agreement that, as the parties were related, the signatories bound themselves
to obtain the necessary dispensation from Rome. At that time, Christians believed it was wrong
for a man to marry his brother's wife. It was also agreed that the marriage would take place as
soon as Henry completed his fifteenth year. Ferdinand wrote on 23rd August "It is well known in
England that the Princess is still a virgin. But as the English are much disposed to cavill, it has
seemed to be more prudent to provide for the case as though the marriage had been
consummated The right of Succession of any child born to Catherine and Henry depends on the
undoubted legitimacy of the treaty. Catherine was allocated Durham House in London. She was
frequently ill, probably with tertian malaria. Catherine moved to Richmond Palace but
complained to her father about her poverty and her inability to pay her servants, and her
demeaning dependence on Henry's charity. She told her father she had managed to buy only
two dresses since she came to England from Spain six years earlier. Catherine was kept apart
from Prince Henry, complaining in that she had not seen him for four months, although they
were both living in the same palace. King Ferdinand feared that Catherine would not be allowed
to marry Henry, who was growing into a handsome prince. He told him of his startling looks,
including his strong athletic limbs "of a gigantic size" was already beginning to arouse the
admiration of the Royal Court. Henry VII died on 22nd April, It has been argued that since the
age of ten "Henry had looked up to and admired his pretty sister-in-law; and, as he had grown to
manhood, and had seen how well Katherine had coped with the adversity and humiliations she
had suffered, his admiration had deepened, not to passion - it would never be that - but to love
in its most chivalrous form, blended with deep respect. The ceremony was small and private.
Describing the wedding night which followed, liked to boast that he had found his wife a
"maiden" virgin. Although years later he would attempt to pass off these boasts as "jests", there
seems little doubt that he had made them. According to letters to her father, Catherine was very
happy during the first few months of marriage. She enjoyed wandering in leisurely stages from
"palace to palace and park to park". Catherine explained how Henry "diverts himself with jousts,
birding, hunting and other innocent and honest pastimes, also in visiting different parts of his

kingdom". Their intellectual tastes and educational background were similar and they both rode
well and hunted with enthusiasm. Henry was an excellent sportsman: "He Henry was tall, he had
the body of an athlete and his face was so finely proportioned that it could have been feminine
He was in such good condition that he could stay in the saddle long enough to exhaust half a
dozen horses, one after the other; he could hurl a heavy spear great distances and he could
draw the longbow more impressively, it was said, than any other man in England. These two
men were his father's two main financial advisers. They had been responsible for collecting
taxes. Jasper Ridley has claimed that they were universally hated throughout England. In
November, , Henry informed Ferdinand of Aragon that his daughter was pregnant: "Your
daughter, her Serene Highness the Queen, our dearest consort, has conceived in her womb a
living child and is right heavy therewith. Her confessor, Fray Diego reported that the
miscarriage was kept a secret "that no one knew about it According to Diego the "swelling
continued and increased enormously". This was probably the result of infection, but her
physician persuaded himself that "the Queen remained pregnant of another child". However,
this was untrue. Queen Catherine was soon pregnant again and a son was born on 1st January,
The child was christened Henry, and his proud father took him to Shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham to give thanks for the greatest gift that a king could receive. A mighty tournament
was staged, not only to celebrate the birth of an heir, but also "to demonstrate that loving
accord between Henry and Catherine which promised a bountiful harvest for the future". Henry
and Catherine were devastated. The customary wisdom of the time suggested that infant
mortality was punishment for sin. He was only years-old and was considered the most attractive
young man in Europe. Sebastian Giustinian , a Venetian diplomat, commented that Henry "is the
handsomest potentate I have ever set eyes on" and had "a round face so beautiful that it would
become a pretty woman". In a later dispatch he wrote: "Nature could not have done more for
him. He is very fair, his whole frame admirably proportioned. It is claimed that Henry resembled
his grandfather Edward IV , being measured at a height of 6 feet 2 inches, with a waist of 32
inches. Full of energy and proud of his athleticism, Henry cast himself above all in a military
role and had a passion for weapons and fortifications. A fine horseman and an excellent archer,
he was an enthusiast for those two substitutes for war: hunting and the tournament. Thomas
Wolsey worked for Richard Foxe , bishop of Winchester. As a result he became the king's
almoner in November George Cavendish claims that Wolsey soon gained the appreciation of the
young monarch as he was the "most earnest and readiest in all the council to advance the
king's only will and pleasure. Peter Ackroyd points out that Wolsey was a generation younger
than the old bishops of the council. Wolsey rose at four in the morning, and could work for
twelve hours at a stretch without intermission When he had finished his labours he heard Mass
and then ate a light supper before retiring. His son, by contrast, longed for war against France.
This policy was very unpopular with members of the Royal Council, including Thomas More ,
who "thought it wisdom to sit still and let them alone" and advised peace against the hazard
and cost of war. The alliance was agreed on 13th November and war was declared the following
month. The plan was for English soldiers to arrive in south-west France. A fleet of eighteen
warships were prepared to take 15, men to Europe. These men would link up with the Spanish
army trying to take Navarre from the French and capture the valuable province of Guyenne. The
troops arrived on 7th June , but Ferdinand had no intention of keeping his side of the bargain
and the two armies did not join up together. As Roger Lockyer pointed out: "He Ferdinand
planned to use the English troops merely as a screen behind which his own men could
complete the conquest of Navarre, and he had no interest in helping Henry fulfil his grandiose
ambitions. The men were forced to camp in open fields in extremely hot weather while waiting
to be called into battle. No tents, or provisions, had been prepared for them. Dysentery caused
many casualties and there was talk of mutiny. Henry reluctantly ordered his troops to return to
England in October without accomplishing anything against the enemy. The daughter of
Emperor Maximilian said "Englishmen have so long abstained from war they lack experience
from disuse. Wolsey was in charge of the preparations and was effectively
quartermaster-general of the army. He organized the fleet, and made provisions for 25, men to
sail to France under the banner of the king. On 30th June, , Henry crossed the channel with a
bodyguard of men and a retinue of priests and singers of the chapel. Henry remained in the rear
with his bodyguards. The king had eleven tents, connected one with another; one for his cook,
and one for his kitchen. He was escorted, wherever he walked or rode, by fourteen young boys
in coats of gold. The bells on his horse were made of gold. The most elaborate of the royal tents
was decorated with golden ducats and golden florins. He was intent on displaying his
magnificence as well as his valour. Charles Brandon , High Marshal of the army, led a
successful assault on Tournai. When handed the keys of the city, Henry passed them to
Brandon, who led his troops in to occupy it. Soon afterwards Henry granted him the outlying

castle of Mortain. He was also granted the title of the Duke of Suffolk. However, the cost of the
war was enormous. It is estimated that most of the wealth he inherited from his father had been
used to finance the two expeditions to France. Wolsey persuaded Parliament to grant a tax upon
every adult male, but this proved of course unpopular and difficult to collect. It now became
clear that England could not afford to wage war on equal terms with the larger powers of
Europe. The French king had three times as many subjects, and also triple the resources. The
Spanish king possessed six times as many subjects, and five times the revenue. This included
his willingness to marry Henry's sister Mary Tudor. Henry hoped that Mary would have a son
and therefore create the possibility of uniting the two kingdoms. Mary was eighteen and Louis
was fifty-two. Antonia Fraser has pointed out: "Queens were not expected to be great beauties
Mary was lovely, fair-haired, oval faced. Princess Mary left England for France on 2nd October,
She was accompanied by a retinue of nearly English ladies-in-waiting. After a stormy crossing,
during which one ship was wrecked, an extremely seasick princess was literally carried ashore
near Boulogne the following day. The couple were married on 9th October. Mary Boleyn and
Anne Boleyn were among the six young girls permitted to remain at the French court by the
king after he dismissed all Mary's other English attendants the day after the wedding. According
to Alison Plowden , the "excitement and physical strain of the wedding and its attendant
festivities proved altogether too much for the frail elderly Louis XIII" who died on 1st January,
Henry richly rewarded Thomas Wolsey for his part in the victory over France. On 15th
September , he was appointed as Archbishop of Canterbury. Henry also made him his Lord
Chancellor. Wolsey now had all the powers of a modern prime minister, with the controls of a
regular Parliament. The following year Pope Leo X made him a cardinal at the King's request.
This promotion resulted in the creation of many enemies. Polydore Vergil represented him as
"singing, laughing, dancing and playing with the young courtiers". George Cavendish claims
that Wolsey's success was based on his recognition that Henry disliked routine work, and
describes him as "putting the King in comfort that he shall not need to spare any time of his
pleasure for any business that should necessary happen in the Council as long as he being
there". In April a bill was posted upon one of the doors of St Paul's, complaining that "the
foreigners" were given too much favour by the king and council. A few days later a preacher in
London called upon Englishmen to defend their livings against "aliens" foreign merchants in
England. On 30th April an estimated 2, Londoners sacked the houses of the French and Flemish
merchants. They also threatened the residents of the Italian quarter. Wolsey reacted by calling
in the armed retainers of the nobility. More than prisoners were taken, tried and found guilty of
treason. Thirteen of them suffered the penalty of being hanged, drawn and quartered. He sat on
his throne, from where he condemned them all to death. Wolsey then fell on his knees and
begged the king to show compassion while the prisoners themselves called out "Mercy, Mercy!
At which point they cast off their halters and "jumped for joy". Wolsey decided, with the king, to
reinforce the procedures of the law by means of a body known as the Star Chamber the roof of
the chamber was studded with stars. In the Star Chamber the Lord Chancellor could question
and punish, in particular, the nobility. He punished lords for maintaining too many retainers,
and knights for the bad treatment of tenants. He investigated cases of perjury and forgery.
Wolsey also regulated prices and food supplies, on the assumption that scarcity might provoke
riots. He made it clear that one of the main objectives of the Star Chamber was to punish public
disorder. Wolsey made many enemies by the firmness with which he enforced the law,
particularly against the magnates. He also punished unpopular sheriffs. Justices of the Peace
were forced to attend where they would be criticised for their performances. But in the Star
Chamber Thomas Wolsey status as papal legate gave him additional power to reform the
English Church. He began in the spring of by sending "visitors" to various monasteries in order
to record the conditions and habits of the monks. The reports suggested that various levels of
disorder and abuse were taking place. Wolsey punished the principal offenders and sent out
strict regulations and statutes to guide future conduct. Wolsey was of course breaking his own
guidelines. When he was a young priest he became the father of two illegitimate children. This
"did much to fuel the accusations of lechery and fornication so widely levelled at him". He
acknowledged and provided for the children, the son, Thomas Wynter, was appointed
archdeacon of Suffolk and his daughter, Dorothy, became a nun at Shaftesbury. Henry
continued to try to produce a male heir. Catherine miscarried in the autumn of , and in
December another boy was born, but born dead. On 18th February she gave birth to a daughter,
Mary. While Mary was not the desired male heir, she was still a valuable asset in the dynastic
marriage and diplomatic power game. Mary's godfather, Cardinal Thomas Wolsey and Henry
used the two-year-old to seal the new alliance with France embodied in the Treaty of London
This was followed by the Treaty of Bruges which provided for the future marriage of Mary and
Charles , a man sixteen years her senior. In Charles visited England and this afforded him some

opportunity to observe his six-year-old cousin. At one court occasion Mary danced for him.
Mary's biographer, Ann Weikel , has pointed out: "Many problems arose during subsequent
negotiations in , not the least of them Henry's refusal to allow Mary to leave the realm because
she was only eleven. To impress the French envoys Mary again demonstrated her skills in
language, music, and dancing, but her small stature made them hesitate about the viability of an
immediate marriage. Catherine made sure Mary received a good education. This took the form
of supervision and appointment of teachers such as Richard Fetherston rather than direct
teaching. They did however study Latin together and when she was sent to Wales to live
Catherine wrote to her: "As for your writing in Latin, I am glad that you shall change from me to
Master Fetherston, for that shall do you much good to learn by him to write alright. Queen
Catherine invited the celebrated Spanish humanist Juan Luis Vives to come to England and
commissioned him to write a treatise on the general education of women, and an outline of
studies for Mary. Her biographer, Ann Weikel , has pointed out: "Vives delivered a mixed
message, for while he advocated the education of women, an advanced idea at that time, he still
saw women as the inferior sex. The list of acceptable reading included scripture, the church
fathers, but only a few pagan classics, and no medieval romances, because he believed women
could be led astray all too easily Vives recommended that Mary read the dialogues of Plato,
works that endow women with the same virtues as men and develop a notion of women as
guardians or governors Thus while Mary received an exceptional humanist education for a
woman of her era, marriage negotiations and court appearances reinforced the conventional
belief that her true destiny was to be a royal wife and mother, not a ruler in her own right. Henry
VIII had several mistresses. The most important was Bessie Blount , a maid of honour to
Catherine of Aragon. Bessie was described at this time by John Barlow , the Dean of Worcester
, as being "renowned for her skill in music and dancing, she was a frequent player in court
masques. On 15th June , she gave birth to a son, Henry FitzRoy. Although illegitimate, as the
king's only male son at the time of his birth he was a valuable asset. He was given the
Anglo-Norman surname "Fitzroy" meaning "son of the king" which had been used by several
kings of England for their illegitimate children. As Kelly Hart has argued that he wanted it to be
known he was the father of the child: "A healthy boy was a sign of the king's virility; it was clear
now that the lack of a strong son could be blamed on his wife. After the child's birth, the affair
ended. Henry now became involved with Mary Boleyn. The historian, Antonia Fraser , has
argued: "The affair repeated the pattern established by Bessie Blount: here once again was a
vivacious young girl, an energetic dancer and masker, taking the fancy of a man with an older,
more serious-minded wife, no longer interested in such things. On 4th February Mary married
William Carey , a gentleman of the privy chamber. Henry attended the wedding and over the
next few years gave Carey several royal grants of land and money. This is believed that Henry
did this to acknowledge Mary as his mistress. Mary gave birth to two children, Catherine and
Henry Some have argued that Henry was the father of both children. We may be sure that Henry
Carey would have been acclaimed with the same joy as Henry Fitzroy, if he had been the King's
son. In Anne Boleyn become a maid of honour to Catherine. She was a good musician and a
talented singer. She was also extremely intelligent and her time in the French court provided her
with a great deal of interesting conversation. Anne was according to contemporary sources not
a conventional beauty. One member of Henry's court wrote that Anne was "not one of the
handsomest women in the world" she had a "swarthy complexion, long neck, wide mouth,
bosom not much raised, and in fact had nothing but the king's great appetite, and her eyes,
which are black and beautiful and take great effect". Mary Tudor. Henry VIII. Henry VII. Anne
Boleyn. Boleyn's biographer, Eric William Ives , has claimed: "Her complexion was sallow and
she was noted only for her magnificent dark hair, her expressive eyes, and her elegant neck The
reason why she was such a sensation was not looks but personality and education. Having
been brought up in the two leading courts in Europe she had a continental polish which was
unique in the provincial court of Henry VIII. She could sing, play instruments, and dance and
she led female fashion. Henry VIII seemed to find her very entertaining and was often seen
dancing with her. Hilary Mantel has pointed out: "We don't know exactly when he fell for Anne
Boleyn. Her sister Mary had already been his mistress. Perhaps Henry simply didn't have much
imagination. The court's erotic life seems knotted, intertwined, almost incestuous; the same
faces, the same limbs and organs in different combinations. The king did not have many affairs,
or many that we know about. He recognised only one illegitimate child. He valued discretion,
deniability. His mistresses, whoever they were, faded back into private life. But the pattern
broke with Anne Boleyn. For several years Henry had been planning to divorce Catherine of
Aragon. Now he knew who he wanted to marry - Anne. At the age of thirty-six he fell deeply in
love with a woman some sixteen years his junior. In he told her: "Seeing I cannot be present in
person with you, I send you the nearest thing to that possible, that is, my picture set in

bracelets I send you by this bearer a buck killed late last night by my hand, hoping, when you
eat it, you will think of the hunter. Philippa Jones has suggested in Elizabeth: Virgin Queen? By
refusing to become Henry's mistress, Anne caught and retained his interest. Henry might find
casual sexual gratification with others, but it was Anne that he truly wanted. All the same it must
remain somewhat surprising that sexual passion should have turned a conservative,
easy-going, politically cautious ruler into a revolutionary, head-strong, almost reckless tyrant.
Nothing else, however, will account for the facts. Anne's biographer, Eric William Ives , has
argued: "At first, however, Henry had no thought of marriage. He saw Anne as someone to
replace her sister, Mary wife of one of the privy chamber staff, William Carey , who had just
ceased to be the royal mistress. Certainly the physical side of his marriage to Katherine of
Aragon was already over and, with no male heir, Henry decided by the spring of that he had
never validly been married and that his first marriage must be annulled However, Anne
continued to refuse his advances, and the king realized that by marrying her he could kill two
birds with one stone, possess Anne and gain a new wife. Catherine was in a difficult position.
Now aged 43, she found it difficult to compete with Anne. A dumpy little woman with a soft,
sweet voice which had never lost its trace of foreign accent, and the imperturbable dignity
which comes from generations of pride of caste, she faced the enemy armoured by an utter
inward conviction of right and truth, and her own unbreakable will. Henry VIII later suggested
that it was a meeting with the Bishop of Tarbes, one of the French envoys, in , that made him
reconsider his marriage to Catherine. Was that marriage valid? Was Mary legitimate? The
envoys questions struck a resounding chord with the King The lack of a male heir, the
successive failed pregnancies that had left the forty-two-year-old Queen seeming dowdy and
dumpy, and the allure of the twenty-something Anne Boleyn, all contributed to Henry's
mounting disillusionment with his Spanish wife. Henry also began consulting the Bible about
his marriage. He had read the text in Leviticus that prohibited any man from marrying the widow
of a dead brother. Henry now became convinced that God had denied him a royal heir as a
punishment for marrying Arthur's widow. Rumours soon began circulating about Henry's plan
to divorce Catherine of Aragon in order to marry Anne Boleyn. It was reported by Cardinal Jean
du Bellay in May that Catherine had the support of the majority of women living in England at
the time. Lodovico Falier reported to King Charles V , that an attempt had been made to kill
Anne Boleyn: "It is said that more than seven weeks ago a mob of from seven to eight thousand
women of London went out of the town to seize Boleyn's daughter, the sweetheart of the king of
England, who was supping at a villa on a river, the king not being with her; and having received
notice of this, she escaped by crossing the river in a boat. The women had intended to kill her;
and amongst the mob were many men, disguised as women. Nor has any great demonstration
been made about this, because it was a thing done by women. The following year there was "a
great riot and unlawful assembly of women" at Great Yarmouth in Norfolk. He later reported that
the women had apparently rioted to show their opposition to Anne Boleyn. Audley suggested
that their protests were downplayed, because it was thought that the riot "could not have been
held without the connivance of their husbands. George Cavendish , who was a member of
Cardinal Wolsey's household later wrote that "the world began to be full of wonderful rumours
not heard of before in this realm". This mainly concerned "the long hid and secret love between
the king and Mistress Anne Boleyn" and this "began to break out into every man's ears". It has
been argued that Catherine of Aragon was an extremely popular queen. The English had taken
her to her hearts; they rejoiced on her marriage, grieved with her in her sorrows, and Queen
Catherine also had strong support from senior figures in the government. This group was
united against heresy and were determined to defend both Catherine and the Catholic Church.
Throckmorton later confessed to engaging in parliamentary opposition at the behest of More
and Fisher. However, at that time, the troops of King Charles V of Spain had sacked Rome and
the pope had become a virtual prisoner in the Castle of the Holy Angel in the city. The following
month Henry told Catherine that he believed they had been "living in mortal sin all the years
they had been together" and asked her if she would agree to annul the marriage. Alison
Plowden argues that for Catherine it was impossible to accept the deal being put forward:
"Henry's partisans have accused his first wife of spiritual arrogance, of bigotry and
bloody-mindedness, and undoubtedly she was one of those uncomfortable people who would
literally rather die than compromise over a moral issue. There's also no doubt that she was an
uncommonly proud and stubborn woman. But to have yielded would have meant admitting to
the world that she had lived all her married life in incestuous adultery, that she had been no
more than 'the King's harlot', the Princess her daughter worth no more than any man's casually
begotten bastard; and it would have meant seeing another woman occupying her place. The
meekest of wives might well have jibbed at such self-sacrifice; for one of Catherine's
background and temperament it was unthinkable. Henry sent a message to the Pope Clement

VII arguing that his marriage to Catherine of Aragon had been invalid as she had previously
been married to his brother Arthur. Henry relied on Cardinal Thomas Wolsey to sort the
situation out. Clement pleaded ignorance of canon law. One of Wolsey's ambassadors told him
that the "whole of canon law was locked in the bosom of his Holiness". Pope Clement replied,
"It may be so, but, alas, God has forgotten to give me the key to open it. On 13th April , Pope
Clement appointed Cardinal Wolsey and Cardinal Lorenzo Campeggi to examine all the facts
and pass a verdict without possibility of appeal. Campeggi eventually arrived in England on 8th
October He therefore ordered Campeggi to do all in his power to reconcile Henry and Catherine.
If this was not possible, he was to use delaying tactics. Campeggi visited Catherine of Aragon.
She claimed that she had shared a bed on only seven occasions, and at no time had Prince
Arthur "known" her. Campeggi suggested that she took a vow of "perpetual chastity" and enter
a convent and submit to a divorce. She rejected this idea and said she intended to "live and die
in the estate of matrimony, into which God had called her, and that she would always be of that
opinion and never change it". Campeggi reported that "although she might be torn limb by
limb" nothing would "compel her to alter this opinion. According to a letter he sent to Pope
Clement VII , Campeggi claims that Wolsey was "not in favour of the affair" but "dare not admit
this openly, nor can he help to prevent it; on the contrary he has to hide his feelings and
pretend to be eagerly pursuing when the king desires. He pointed out that Cheney "had given
offence" to Wolsey "within the last few days, and, for that reason, had been expelled from the
Court. As David Starkey has pointed out: "Hitherto, whatever Anne may have thought about
Wolsey in private, her public dealings with him had been correct, even warm. Now she had
broken with him with deliberate, public ostentation. It can only have been because she had
decided that his initiatives in Rome were doomed to failure For the King, formally at least, was
giving his full backing to his minister. Who would be proved right: the mistress or the minister?
And where would that leave Henry? Lorenzo Campeggi's biographer, T. Mayer , claims that
Henry VIII tried to bribe him by promising him the bishopric of Durham, but he could not find a
way of persuading Catherine to change her mind. It was presided over by Campeggi and
Wolsey. He said she could pick from the best in the realm. Catherine of Aragon made a spirited
defence of her position. George Cavendish was an eyewitness in the court. He quotes her
saying: "Sir, I beseech you, for all the loves that hath been betrayed us, and for the love of God,
let me have justice and right. Take of me some pity and compassion, for I am a poor woman and
a stranger born out of your dominion. I have here no assured friend, and much less indifferent
counsel. I flee to you as the head of justice within this realm. Alas, Sir, where have I offended
you? Or what occasion have you of displeasure, that you intend to put me from you? I take God
and all the world to witness that I have been to you a true, humble and obedient wife, ever
conformable to your will and pleasure. I have been pleased and contented with all things
wherein you had delight and dalliance. I never grudged a word or countenance, or showed a
spark of discontent. I loved all those whom you loved only for your sake, whether I had cause or
no, and whether they were my friends or enemies. This twenty years and more I have been your
true wife, and by me you have had many children, though it hath pleased God to call them out of
this world, which hath been no fault in me. This caused serious problems for Wolsey: "This
instantly and considerably weakened Wolsey's position, giving the hostile coterie of courtiers
who flocked around Anne the leverage they needed to topple him. Nevertheless he fought hard
to retain office, and the king's evident reluctance to lose his services enabled him to cling to
power until the autumn. It was not until 18th October that Wolsey resigned the great seal, and
even then Henry protected him against complete ruin. While the negotiations concerning her
divorce were going on, Queen Catherine was exiled from the Court and was refused permission
to see or communicate with her daughter. In April she was told that she had to renounce her
title of Queen and would in future be regarded simply as Arthur's widow, with the rank of
Princess Dowager. Thomas Howard , 3rd Duke of Norfolk informed her: "She need not trouble
any more about the King, for he had taken another wife. She told him that "what passes here
every day is so ugly and against God and touches the honour of the King my lord so nearly, that
I cannot bear to write it. Anne Boleyn had strong opinions about religion that were in direct
contrast to those of Catherine. She tried to persuade Henry to give permission for bibles to be
published in English. Anne also introduced Henry to the books of Protestant writers such as
William Tyndale. She pointed out that in Obedience of a Christian Man , Tyndale had argued that
kings had authority over the church. Anne also became close to Thomas Cromwell , who
supported the ideas of Tyndale. All the rest is speculation. As to the act itself, was it a success
after so many years? Once again we have no means of knowing As has been suggested,
matters had probably been going in that direction for some years, with Anne the sole focus of
the King's lust, by whatever means she satisfied it. Henry discovered that Anne Boleyn was
pregnant. As it was important that the child should not be classed as illegitimate, arrangements

were made for Henry and Anne to get married. King Charles V of Spain threatened to invade
England if the marriage took place, but Henry ignored his threats and the marriage went ahead
on 25th January, It was very important to Henry that his wife should give birth to a male child.
Without a son to take over from him when he died, Henry feared that the Tudor family would
lose control of England. Elizabeth was born on 7th September, Henry expected a son and
selected the names of Edward and Henry. While Henry was furious about having another
daughter, the supporters of his first wife, Catherine of Aragon were delighted and claimed that it
proved God was punishing Henry for his illegal marriage to Anne. Warnicke , the author of The
Rise and Fall of Anne Boleyn has pointed out: "As the king's only legitimate child, Elizabeth
was, until the birth of a prince, his heir and was to be treated with all the respect that a female of
her rank deserved. Regardless of her child's sex, the queen's safe delivery could still be used to
argue that God had blessed the marriage. Everything that was proper was done to herald the
infant's arrival. Although Anne Boleyn visited her daughter, for most of the time she was cared
for by a large staff. Lady Margaret Bryan was Lady Mistress, the governess with day-to-day
control of the nursery. Lady Margaret had also cared for Princess Mary , Elizabeth's elder
half-sister. Elizabeth's earliest portraits suggest that she resembled her father in the shape of
her face and her auburn hair, but had inherited her mother's coal-black eyes. The year old Mary
was declared illegitimate, lost her rank and status as a princess and was exiled from Court. It
has been claimed that "Mary was bullied unmercifully by the Sheltons, humiliated, and was
constantly afraid that she would be imprisoned or executed. He announced that Henry's
marriage to Anne Boleyn was invalid. Henry reacted by declaring that the Pope no longer had
authority in England. In November , Parliament passed the Act of Supremacy. This gave Henry
the title of the "Supreme head of the Church of England". A Treason Act was also passed that
made it an offence to attempt by any means, including writing and speaking, to accuse the King
and his heirs of heresy or tyranny. All subjects were ordered to take an oath accepting this.
More was happy to swear that the children of Anne Boleyn could succeed to the throne, but he
could not declare on oath that all the previous Acts of Parliament had been valid. He could not
deny the authority of the pope "without the jeoparding of my soul to perpetual damnation.
Elizabeth Barton was arrested and executed for prophesying the King's death within a month if
he married Anne Boleyn. On hearing this news, Anne Boleyn apparently said that the "cursed
bastard" should be given "a good banging". Mary was only confined to her room and it was her
servants who were sent to prison. On 15th June, , it was reported to Thomas Cromwell that the
Observant Friars of Richmond refused to take the oath. Two days later two carts full of friars
were hanged, drawn and quartered for denying the royal supremacy. A few days later a group of
Carthusian monks were executed for the same offence. More responded: "I do nobody harm. I
say none harm, I think none harm, but wish everybody good. And if this be not enough to keep a
man alive, in good faith I long not to live. They were hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn on
4th May. A shocked public blamed Queen Anne for his death, and it was partly for this reason
that news of the stillbirth of her child was suppressed as people might have seen this as a sign
of God's will. Anne herself suffered pangs of conscience on the day of Fisher's execution and
attended a mass for the "repose of his soul". The trial was held in Westminster Hall. More
denied that he had ever said that the King was not Head of the Church, but claimed that he had
always refused to answer the question, and that silence could never constitute an act of high
treason. The prosecution cited the statement that he had made to Thomas Cromwell on 3rd
June, where he argued that the Act of Supremacy was like a two-edged sword in requiring a
man either to swear against his conscience or to suffer death for high treason. The verdict was
never in doubt and Thomas More was convicted of treason. Lord Chancellor Thomas Audley
"passed sentence of death - the full sentence required by law, that More was to be hanged, cut
down while still living, castrated, his entrails cut out and burned before his eyes, and then
beheaded. As he was being taken back to the Tower, Margaret Roper and his son John broke
through the cordon of guards to embrace him. After he had bidden them farewell, as he moved
away, Margaret ran back, again broke through the cordon, and embraced him again. Henry VIII
commuted the sentence to death by the headsman's axe. On the night before his execution,
Thomas More sent Margaret Roper his hairshirt, so that no one should see it on the scaffold and
so that she could treasure that link that was a secret between the two of them. He wrote to her
saying: "I long to go to God I never liked your manner toward me better than when you kissed
me last; for I love when daughterly love, and dear charity, hath no leisure to look to worldly
courtesy. Farewell, my dear child, and pray for me, and I shall for you and all your friends, that
we may merrily meet in Heaven. More told his executioner: "You will give me this day a greater
benefit than ever any mortal man can be able to give me. Pluck up thy spirits, man, and be not
afraid to do thine office. My neck is very short; take heed, therefore, thou strike not awry for
saving of thine honesty. More's family were given the headless corpse and it was buried at the

church of St Peter ad Vincula in the Tower of London. Thomas More's head was boiled, as
usual, to preserve it and to add terror to its appearance before exhibiting it. It was put on the
pole on London Bridge which Fisher's head had occupied for the past fortnight. After a few
days, Margaret Roper , his daughter, bribed a constable of the watch to take it down and give it
to her. She hid the head in some place where no one found it. Rumours began to circulate that
Catherine of Aragon and her daughter, Mary would be executed. The English ambassador in
Spain reported that "people expected to hear every day of the execution of Queen Catherine,
and that the Princess Mary was expected soon to follow. She was suffering from severe pains in
the chest and her physician doubted that she would recover. Catherine of Aragon died at
Kimbolton Castle on 7th January, She was just over fifty years old. Her doctor claimed that she
had been suffering from "slow poisoning". Antonia Fraser dismisses the idea: "The deaths of
prominent persons whose removal was thought to be rather too convenient for their enemies
were generally accompanied by such suspicions. The charge is ludicrous God was likely to
carry off Catherine soon enough without extra help. He regarded poison with moral repugnance:
it was alien to him. The axe and rope, wielded in public, not secret poison were the weapons of
his authority against those who defied the royal will, preceded if possible by the culprits
profound repentance at having crossed or betrayed him. Catherine was was buried at
Peterborough Abbey on 29th January Ambassador Eustace Chapuys reported to King Charles V
: "The King dressed entirely in yellow from head to foot, with the single exception of a white
feather in his cap. His bastard daughter Elizabeth was triumphantly taken to church to the
sounds of trumpets and with great display. Then, after dinner, the King went to the Hall where
the Ladies were dancing, and there made great demonstrations of joy, and at last went to his
own apartments, took the little bastard in his arms, and began to show her first to one, then to
another, and did the same on the following days. He sent a letter to all the bishops ordering
them to preach in support of the supremacy, and to ensure that the clergy in their dioceses did
so as well. A week later he sent further letters to Justices of Peace ordering them to report any
instances of his instructions being disobeyed. In the following month he turned his attention to
the monasteries. In September he suspended the authority of every bishop in the country so
that the six canon lawyers he had appointed as his agents could complete their surveys of the
monasteries. Cromwell provided his agents with eighty-six questions. This included: "Whether
the divine service was kept up, day and night, in the right hours? The eleven thousand monks
and nuns in this institutions also controlled about a quarter of all the cultivated land in England.
The six lawyers provided detailed reports on the monasteries. According to David Starkey :
"Their subsequent reports concentrated on two areas: the sexual failings of the monks, on
which subject the visitors managed to combine intense disapproval with lip-smacking detail,
and the false miracles and relics, of which they gave equally gloating accounts. Cromwell was
shocked when the reports came back. It was claimed that William Thirsk , the abbot of
Fountains Abbey was guilty of "theft and sacrilege, stealing and selling the valuables of the
abbey and wasting the wood, cattle, etc of the estates". He was also claimed that he kept "six
whores". The canons of Leicester Abbey were accused of homosexuality. The prior of Crutched
Friars was found in bed with a woman at eleven o'clock on a Friday morning. The abbot of West
Langdon Abbey was described as the "drunkenest knave living. Nuns were also criticised in
these reports. The agent who visited the Lampley Nunnery claimed that "Mariana Wryte had
given birth three times, and Johanna Snaden, six". At the religious house in Lichfield "two of
the nuns were with child". Elizabeth Shelly, the Benedictine Abbess of St Mary's Abbey and
Christabel Cowper, Benedictine Prioress of Marrick Priory , both received good reports but
forty-three nunneries, more than one third of the whole, were threatened with being closed.
Thomas Cromwell's first reaction to the reports was to remove the person in charge of the
monastery. For example, when the prior of Winchester Cathedral Priory resigned, the visitor,
Thomas Parry , suggested he should be replaced by William Basing, a monk of the house of the
"better sort", as his replacement. Cromwell was aware that Basing was a reformer who
"favoured the truth" and acted upon his advice. William Thirsk , the abbot of Fountains Abbey
was replaced by Marmaduke Bradley who was a "right apt man" for the post. However,
Cromwell had difficulty finding enough monks committed to reform, to take over the running of
the monasteries. As David Loades has pointed out: "Cromwell's policy towards religious
houses underwent a subtle shift of emphasis. From trying to make sure that abbots and priors
of a reforming disposition were appointed, he now began to seek for those who would make no
difficulty about surrendering their responsibilities. Admittedly these were often the same men,
because the task of converting obstinately conservative monks and friars not only proved
uncongenial but usually impossible, and those religious of a reforming turn of mind were often
the first to seek escape from the imprisonment of their orders. A Parliament was called in
February to discuss these reports. However, Thomas Cromwell managed to persuade him that it

would be better done by Act of Parliament. This would help to unite the country behind the king
against the Church. The legislation stated: "the manifest sin, vicious carnal and abominable
living is daily used and committed amongst the little and small abbeys, priories and other
religious houses of monks canons and nuns where the congregation of such religious persons
is under the number of 12 persons. When the issue was discussed in the House of Lords , the
Lutherians, led by Hugh Latimer , recently appointed as the Bishop of Worcester, supported the
measure to close the smaller monasteries. Latimer later recalled that when "when their
enormities were first read in the parliament house, they were so great and abominable that there
was nothing but down with them". Three out of ten religious houses were closed by the Act. All
precious metals, all altar furnishings and other high-value items such as bells and roofing lead,
became the property of the Crown. Royal commissioners arranged for monks and nuns were
relocated to religious houses that remained open. They also sold household goods and farm
stock and installed new occupiers as Crown tenants. It has been claimed "that the prime
interest of the government in the Dissolution was, from start to finish, in the money that could
be raised. Monastery land was seized and sold off cheaply to nobles and merchants. They in
turn sold some of the lands to smaller farmers. This process meant that a large number of
people had good reason to support the monasteries being closed. Unfortunately for Anne
Boleyn she fell out with one of her main supporters, Thomas Cromwell. As Eric William Ives has
pointed out: " The fundamental reason for this was disagreement over the assets of the
monasteries: Anne's support for the redeployment of monastic resources directly contradicted
Cromwell's intention to put the proceeds of the dissolution into the king's coffers. The bill
dissolving the smaller monasteries had passed both houses of parliament in mid-March, but
before the royal assent was given Anne launched her chaplains on a dramatic preaching
campaign to modify royal policy Cromwell was pilloried before the whole council as an evil and
greedy royal adviser from the Old Testament, and specifically identified as the queen's enemy.
Nor could the minister shrug off this declaration of war, even though, in spite of Anne's efforts,
the dissolution act became law. Henry VIII continued to try to produce a male heir. Anne Boleyn
had two miscarriages and was pregnant again when she discovered Jane Seymour sitting on
her husband's lap. Anne "burst into furious denunciation; the rage brought on a premature
labour and was delivered of a dead boy. Henry now approached Thomas Cromwell about how
he could get out of his marriage with Anne. He suggested that one solution to this problem was
to claim that he was not the father of this deformed child. On the king's instruction Cromwell
was ordered to find out the name of the man who was the true father of the dead child. Philippa
Jones has pointed out: "Cromwell was careful that the charge should stipulate that Anne
Boleyn had only been unfaithful to the King after the Princess Elizabeth's birth in Henry wanted
Elizabeth to be acknowledged as his daughter, but at the same time he wanted her removed
from any future claim to the succession. He initially denied being the Queen's lover but later
confessed, perhaps tortured or promised freedom. Another courtier, Henry Norris , was arrested
on 1st May. Anne's brother, George Boleyn was also arrested and charged with incest. Anne
Boleyn was arrested and was taken to the Tower of London on 2nd May, Four of the accused
men were tried in Westminster ten days later. Smeaton pleaded guilty but Weston, Brereton, and
Norris maintained their innocence Three days later, Anne and George Boleyn were tried
separately in the Tower of London. She was accused of enticing five men to have illicit relations
with her. Adultery committed by a queen was considered to be an act of high treason because it
had implications for the succession to the throne. All were found guilty and condemned to
death. The men were executed on 17th May. Archbishop Thomas Cranmer declared Anne's
marriage to Henry null and void on 17th May , and according to the imperial ambassador,
Eustace Chapuys , the grounds for the annulment included the king's previous relationship with
Mary Boleyn. However, this information has never been confirmed. Anne went to the scaffold at
Tower Green on 19th May, The Lieutenant of the Tower reported her as alternately weeping and
laughing. The Lieutenant assured her she would feel no pain, and she accepted his assurance.
This was a favour to the victim since a sword was usually more efficient than "an axe that could
sometimes mean a hideously long-drawn-out affair. Anne Boyleyn's last words were: "Good
Christian people I pray God save the King, and send him long to reign over you When her
mother was executed Elizabeth was only three years old. Patrick Collinson has argued:
"Elizabeth can have had few memories of her mother There is no profit in speculating about the
psychological damage which Anne's terrible end might have had on her daughter, although
many of Elizabeth's biographers have found significance in the fact that she never in adult life
invoked or otherwise referred to her mother. Antonia Fraser , the author of The Six Wives of
Henry VIII has pointed out: "Jane Seymour was exactly the kind of female praised by the
contemporary handbooks to correct conduct; just as Anne Boleyn had been the sort they
warned against. There was certainly no threatening sexuality about her. Nor is it necessary to

believe that her virtue was in some way hypocritically assumed, in order to intrigue the King. On
the contrary, Jane Seymour was simply fulfilling the expectations for a female of her time and
class; it was Anne Boleyn who was - or rather who had been - the fascinating outsider.
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer issued a dispensation from prohibitions of affinity for Jane
Seymour to marry Henry the day of Anne's execution, because they were fifth cousins. The
couple were betrothed the following day, and a private marriage took place on 30th May Coming
as it did after the death of Catherine of Aragon and the execution of Anne Boleyn , there could
be no doubt of the lawfulness of Henry's marriage to Jane. The new queen was introduced at
court in June. Historians have claimed that Jane Seymour treated Henry's first daughter, Mary ,
with respect. Mary was chosen to sit at the table opposite the King and Queen and to hand Jane
her napkin at meals when she washed her hands. For one who had been banished to sit with the
servants at Hatfield, this was an obvious sign of her restoration to the King's good graces. Jane
was often seen walking hand-in-hand with Mary, making sure that they passed through the door
together, a public acknowledgement that Mary was back in favour. She never did enjoy such
liberty as she does now. Jane Seymour gave birth to a boy on 12th October after a difficult
labour that lasted two days and three nights. The child was named Edward , after his
great-grandfather and because it was the eve of the Feast of St Edward. It was said that the King
wept as he took the baby son in his arms. At the age of forty-six, he had achieved his dream.
Edward was christened when he was three days old, and both his sisters played a part in this
important occasion. In the great procession which took the baby from the mother's
bed-chamber to the chapel, Elizabeth carried the chrisom, the cloth in which the child was
received after his immersion in the font. As she was only four years old, she herself was carried
by the Queen's brother, Edward Seymour , the Earl of Hertford. Jane was well enough to receive
guests after the christening. Edward was proclaimed prince of Wales, duke of Cornwall, and earl
of Carnarvon. On 17th October Jane Seymour became very ill. Most historians have assumed
that she developed puerperal fever , something for which there was no effective treatment,
though at the time the queen's attendants were blamed for allowing her to eat unsuitable food
and to take cold. An alternative medical opinion suggests that Jane died because of retention of
parts of the placenta in her uterus. That condition could have led to a haemorrhage several days
after delivery of the child. What is certain is that septicaemia developed, and she became
delirious. Jane died just before midnight on 24th October, aged twenty-eight. In July Eustace
Chapuys reported that legions of monks, nuns and the servants employed in the suppressed
religious houses, were roaming the countryside, homeless and penniless, begging for relief. He
had been told that there were as many as 20, of them seeking help. These people were classed
as "vagabonds". Parliament passed several acts against vagabonds. Persons who were too old
or ill to work could apply to a local JP for a licence to beg; but any vagabond who begged
without a licence was to be severely punished. If any able-bodied man or woman, who did not
own land or carry on a recognised profession or was a trader in merchandise, was found
outside his native parish and could not account for his presence there, the local JP was to send
him to the nearest market town, where he was to be tied naked to the end of a cart and beaten
with a whip. Unemployment was a serious problem during this period. When large landowners
changed from arable to sheep farming, unemployment increased rapidly. The closing down of
the monasteries in the s created even more unemployment. As the monasteries had also helped
provide food for the poor, this added to the problem. More and more people left their villages to
look for work. In Parliament passed a new act to deal with vagabonds. For a second offence a
vagabond was not only whipped but also had to have a part of his ear cut off. For the third
offence, he was to be hanged. People found guilty of murder, rape, sodomy, arson, robbery,
theft, forgery and coining were also hanged. People found guilty of treason were hanged,
castrated, disembowelled, beheaded and quartered. The punishment for poisoners was to be
boiled alive. According to the historian, Raphael Holinshed , who wrote twenty-five years after
Henry's death, 72, thieves and vagabonds were hanged during his reign. Jasper Ridley has
commented: "Many letters have survived from judges and government officials which give the
number of malefactors executed after a recent assize or quarter sessions - some of them for
high treason or murder, but the great majority for theft. The figures usually vary from six or
eight to twelve or fourteen. If an average of ten persons were hanged at every session, this
means that forty a year would be hanged in every county, which means 1, a year in the forty
counties of England, even if we disregard Wales, where different circumstances prevailed. This
would amount to about 60, during the thirty-eight years of Henry's reign. It is over 2 per cent of
the 2,, inhabitants of England, which equals the proportion of the 6,, Jews exterminated by
Hitler, who constituted 2 per cent of the population of occupied Europe, though it falls short of
the 10,, Russians who are said to have been put to death under Stalin's regime - more than 5 per
cent of the population of the USSR. When he was fourteen, he married Mary Howard. Their

marriage was never consummated. It has been suggested by Antonia Fraser that " no doubt it
was thought that the act would prove too taxing" for a young man in poor health. Henry VIII
continued to use his son for diplomatic mission and hosted various feasts in honour of
important foreign visitors. Henry was also present at the execution of the Observant Friars of
Richmond when two carts full of friars were hanged, drawn and quartered for denying the royal
supremacy. Henry FitzRoy enjoyed a good relationship with his father. According to his
biographer, Beverley A Murphy : "The terms of the Succession Act renewed interest in the
possibility of Richmond's succeeding his father. In many respects he was an ideal candidate.
Widely reported to be as intelligent, articulate, and as athletic as his father, the danger of a
minority was fast receding. Numerous gifts and letters were indications of a genuine affection
between them. Henry FitzRoy died suddenly on 22nd July Some historians have argued that he
had been in poor health for sometime and died of tuberculosis. She adds that the "main
symptoms of this are fever, headache, weakness and rapidly developing pneumonia with
shortness of breath, chest pain and coughing, all symptoms that Richmond showed before his
death". Kelly Hart claims that Henry was inconsolable on his death and ordered the quick and
private funeral because he wanted his "dead son's corpse taken far away from him". The
wooden coffin was hidden in straw and taken in secret to be quietly laid to rest some distance
from the capital and he was buried at Thetford Priory. A living, lawful male child would have put
Richmond firmly out of contention for the throne. On 28th September , the King's
commissioners for the suppression of monasteries arrived to take possession of Hexham
Abbey and eject the monks. They found the abbey gates locked and barricaded. The following
month disturbances took place at the market town of Louth in Lincolnshire. The rebels captured
local officials and demanded the arrest of leading Church figures they considered to be
heretics. They wrote a letter to Henry VIII claiming that they had taken this action because they
were suffering from "extreme poverty". Charles Brandon , the Duke of Suffolk, was sent to
Lincolnshire to deal with the rebels. In a age before a standing army, loyal forces were not easy
to raise. On 16th October he entered Lincoln and began to pacify the rest of the county,
investigate the origins of the rising, and prevent the southward spread of the pilgrimage. A
lawyer, Robert Aske , was travelling to London on 4th October when he was captured by a
group of rebels involved in the uprising. He wrote letters for them explaining their complaints.
These letters insisted that their quarrel was not with the King or the nobility, but with the
government of the realm, especially Thomas Cromwell. The historian, Geoffrey Moorhouse , has
pointed out: "Robert Aske never wavered in his belief that a just and well-ordered society was
based upon a due recognition of rank and privilege, starting with that of their anointed prince,
Henry VIII. Aske now returned home and began to persuade people from Yorkshire to support
the rebellion. People joined what became known as the Pilgrimage of Grace for a variety of
different reasons. Unpopular taxes, local and regional grievances, poor harvests as well as the
attack on the monasteries and the Reformation legislation all contributed to the creation of a
tense atmosphere in many parts of the country". Within a few days, 40, men had risen in the
East Riding and were marching on York. He told the King he did not have enough soldiers to
resist the rebels and he would have to retire to Pontefract Castle. Privately, Henry told his
counsellors that he suspected that Darcy was a traitor. Another reason for his defeatist views,
according to Geoffrey Moorhouse , was his poor health: "He was now sixty-nine years old,
suffering from a rupture he had incurred in one of Henry's French adventures and from a
chronic bowel disorder, which may be why his humour has been described as grim. Morton has
suggested that all the evidence indicates: "The Pilgrimage of Grace But if the leaders were
nobles the mass character of the rising indicated a deep discontent and the rank and file were
drawn in large measure from the dispossessed and from the threatened peasantry. The abbot,
Adam Sedbar , later recalled that the rebels wanted him to take the oath supporting the
Pilgrimage of Grace. According to his biographer, Claire Cross : "With his own father and a boy,
Sedbar fled to Witton Fell and remained there for four days. In his absence the rebels tried to
persuade the convent to elect a new abbot, and in this extremity the monks prevailed upon him
to return. At first Sedbar refused to take the oath but after being threatened with execution he
agreed to join the rebellion. Geoffrey Moorhouse doubts this story and suggests that "Sedbar
was in a much less supine mood than he admitted, confident enough of the popularity of this
burgeoning cause". He also travelled with them to Darlington where he spoke in favour of the
rising. Robert Aske and his rebels entered York on 16th October. It is estimated that Aske now
led an army that numbered 20, Robert Aske arrived at Pontefract Castle on 20th October. After a
short siege, Darcy, running short of supplies, surrendered the castle. Richard Hoyle has pointed
out: "Darcy's actions are in fact perfectly plausible when taken at face value and especially
when the Pilgrimage of Grace is seen as a widespread popular movement in opposition to
expected and feared religious innovations. When disturbances broke out in Yorkshire, he sent

the king a long and accurate assessment of the situation and sought reinforcements, money,
supplies of munitions, and the authority to mobilize. On two further occasions he wrote at
length describing a deteriorating situation. On all three occasions his information and advice
were ignored It was Aske's contention that Darcy could not have resisted a siege, but would
have been killed if the commons had stormed the castle. Edward Lee , Archbishop of York, was
sheltering in the castle. He had a reputation as a conservative and in the autumn of had written
to Thomas Cromwell , complaining about the new radical preachers who were active in the
region. He followed this up six months later with the suggestion that nobody should be allowed
to preach unless they had been granted permission from Henry VIII. Lee had also complained
about the plan to close Hexham Abbey. He swore the oath presented to him by Aske. It included
the following: "Ye shall not enter into this our Pilgrimage of Grace for the Commonwealth, but
only for the love that ye do bear unto Almighty God, his faith, and to Holy Church militant and
the maintenance thereof, to the preservation of the King's person and his issue, to the purifying
of the nobility, and to expulse all villein blood and evil councillors against the commonwealth
from his Grace and his Privy Council of the same. And ye shall not enter into our said
Pilgrimage for no particular profit to your self, nor to do any displeasure to any private person,
but by counsel of the commonwealth, nor slay nor murder for no envy, but in your hearts put
away all fear and dread, and take afore you the Cross of Christ, and in your hearts His faith, the
Restitution of the Church, the suppression of these Heretics and their opinions, by all the holy
contents of this book. To followers of the Pilgrimage of Grace, these men were heretics and
deserved to be burnt at the stake. He refused but agreed to provide soldiers for the cause. To
show his commitment to the new allegiance, one of his first acts was to send the oath that he
signed into Lancashire. He also arranged for flags to be made that included the religious
insignia of the Five Wounds of Christ it depicted a bleeding heart above a chalice, both being
surrounded at the corners by the pierced hands and feet. Sir Robert Constable , a veteran of the
Flodden Field , was another significant member of the rebellion. It has been claimed by
Christine M. Newman that he may have joined the Pilgrimage of Grace because of the influence
of Henry Percy , 6th Earl of Northumberland. Other factors, such as his increasing
dissatisfaction with the aims of royal government, may also have played a part. Geoffrey
Moorhouse believes that Constable's poor health he had "perpetual gout" was a factor in his
decision to join Robert Aske. Moorehouse argues that Constable and Thomas Darcy had made a
strange decision: "In switching sides Constable, like Darcy, was putting himself under the
command of a man half his age, from somewhere beneath him in the social scale and with no
military experience whatsoever, whereas these two old sweats had spent long years of their
lives fighting at home and abroad. The rebels arrived at Sawley Abbey , near Clitheroe , which
had recently been closed down and the land leased to Sir Arthur Darcy. The man was evicted
and the monks were invited to return. When he heard the news Henry instructed Henry Stanley ,
4th Earl of Derby, to seize possession of the abbey, and hang the Abbot and the monks without
trial. Derby explained to Henry that he did not have enough troops to carry out these orders in
the face of the opposition of the whole countryside. Norfolk, although he was 63, was the
country's best soldier. Norfolk was also the leading Roman Catholic and a strong opponent of
Thomas Cromwell and it was hoped that he was a man who the rebels would trust. Norfolk was
able to raise a large army but he had doubts about their reliability and suggested to the King
that he should negotiate with Aske. He tried to persuade them and the other Yorkshire nobles
and gentlemen to regain the King's favour by handing over Robert Aske. However, they refused
and Norfolk returned to London and suggested to Henry that the best strategy was to offer a
pardon to all the northern rebels. When the rebel army had dispersed the King could arrange for
its leaders to be punished. Henry eventually took this advice and on 7th December, , he granted
a pardon to everyone north of Doncaster who had taken part in the rebellion. Henry also invited
Aske to London to discuss the grievances of the people of Yorkshire. When they first met Henry
told Aske: "Be you welcome, my good Aske; it is my wish that here, before my council, you ask
what you desire and I will grant it. Everyone knows that if it had not been for him the 7, poor
priests I have in my company would not be ruined wanderers as they are now. To show his
support he gave him a jacket of crimson silk. On 15th January , Bigod launched another revolt.
He assembled his small army with a plan to attack Hull. Aske agreed to return to Yorkshire and
assemble his men to defeat Bigod. He then joined up with Thomas Howard , 3rd Duke of
Norfolk, and his army made up of 4, men. Bigod was easily defeated and after being captured on
10th February, , was imprisoned in Carlisle Castle. They were told that the King wanted to thank
them for helping to put down the Bigod rebellion. On their arrival they were all arrested and sent
to the Tower of London. Aske was charged with renewed conspiracy after the pardon. Robert
Aske was asked a total of written questions. Geoffrey Moorhouse claims that Aske made no
attempt to hide his early involvement in the Pilgrimage of Grace: "The most striking thing about

all of Robert Aske's testimony is how very straightforward he was, especially for one in such a
predicament as his. It was as though he was not only incapable of telling a lie but even of
obfuscating the truth. Their parish priest later recalled that if Bulmer left the country on his own
she "feared that she should be parted from him forever". Apparently he stated "Pretty Peg, I will
never forsake thee. For her part, she vowed that she would rather be torn to pieces than go to
London, and she begged him to get a ship that would take them and their three-month-old son
to the safety of Scotland. The government later claimed that Margaret suggested that John
Bulmer should start another uprising. It was said "she enticed Sir John Bulmer to raise the
commons again" and that "Margaret counselled him to flee the realm if the commons would not
rise than that he and she should be parted". John Bulmer then contacted several local
landowners to discuss his plans. John Bulmer and Margaret Cheyney were arrested in early
April, They were taken to London and were tortured. Both of them, in fact, originally pleaded not
guilty before changing their minds while the jury was actually considering its verdict and one
view is that they did so because they had been promised the King's mercy if they admitted their
guilt. Bulmer referred to Cheyney as his wife and nothing else right up to the end, much to the
irritation of his accusers and the judge. Thomas Darcy was tried in Westminster Hall. During his
trial he accused Thomas Cromwell of being responsible for the Pilgrimage of Grace: "Cromwell
it is thou that art the very original and chief causer of this rebellion and mischief, and art
likewise causer of the apprehension of us that be noble men and dost daily earnestly travail to
bring us to our end and to strike off our heads. Despite his spirited defence he was found guilty
of treason on 15th May. However, Thomas Howard , 3rd Duke of Norfolk, told the King that as
Darcy was a popular figure in the area this act might start another uprising. Henry was
persuaded to have Darcy executed at Tower Hill instead. This was carried out on 30th June and
Darcy's head was displayed on London Bridge. Thomas Cromwell managed to obtain
statements from some of the prisoners that implicated Robert Aske in the Sir Francis Bigod
rebellion. Cromwell also found a letter signed by Aske and Darcy that called on people not to
join Bigod but to remain in their homes. Cromwell argued that by urging them to stay in their
homes, they were by implication telling them not to join the King's forces and not to assist in
the suppression of the rising. This, according to Cromwell, this was treason. Aske was found
guilty of high treason and sentenced to be hung, drawn and quartered. Henry VIII insisted that
the punishment should be carried out in York where the uprising began so that the local people
could see what happens to traitors. Market day had been chosen for the execution. On 12th
July, , Aske was tied to a hurdle and dragged through the streets of the city. He was taken to the
high upon the mound on which Clifford's Tower stood. On the scaffold Aske asked for
forgiveness. Aske was hanged, almost to the point of death, revived, castrated, disembowelled,
beheaded and quartered his body was chopped into four pieces. It is estimated that about
people were executed for their part in the Pilgrimage of Grace. However, others like Edward Lee
, the Archbishop of York, who had signed the oath, was spared. Henry could not execute them
all. He divided them, somewhat arbitrarily, into two groups - those who were to be forgiven and
restored to office and favour, and those who were to be executed on framed-up charges of
having committed fresh acts of rebellion after the general pardon. Thomas Cromwell was
determined to remove all those religious leaders who he suspected of being supporters of the
Pilgrimage of Grace. In the winter of Cromwell sent out his commissioners to discover the
loyalty of the people who were running the remaining monasteries. The commissioners relied
heavily on information from local people. William Sherburne, a former friar, accused Robert
Hobbes of being a supporter of the rebels. Hobbes was interviewed and he refused to recant:
"Hobbes held firm, although in some places it is difficult to establish an exact meaning from the
long and rambling depositions of a man physically ill from strangury, and to disentangle
apologies for bluntness of speech from repentance on points of principle. Indeed, he confessed
his offences and offered no defence. Richard Whiting , the Abbot of Glastonbury Abbey
survived this investigation. Cromwell sent his agents back the following year. This time they
were more critical of Wilding's leadership. They identified divisions among the monks,
especially between the older and younger ones, and that the abbot had his favourites in the
community. Whiting was also accused of spending too much away from the monastery and
living at his manors of Sturminster Newton in Dorset and Ashbury in Berkshire. They also
discovered evidence that Whiting hid a number of precious objects from Cromwell's agents.
The commissioners wrote to Cromwell claiming that they had now come to the knowledge of
"divers many and sundry treasons committed by the Abbot of Glastonbury". Here they were
hanged, drawn and quartered, Abbot Whiting's head being fastened over the gate of the now
deserted abbey and his limbs exposed at Wells, Bath, Ilchester and Bridgewater. Since the
death of Jane Seymour , Henry had shown little interest in finding a fourth wife. One of the
reasons is that he was suffering from impotence. Anne Boleyn had complained about this

problem to George Boleyn as early as His general health was also poor and he was probably
suffering from diabetes and Cushings Syndrome. Now in his late 40s he was also obese. His
armour from that period reveals that he measured 48 inches around the middle. However, when
Thomas Cromwell told him that he should consider finding another wife for diplomatic reasons,
Henry agreed. It would be the responsibility of his wife to see that he felt like playing the
cavalier and indulging in such amorous gallantries as had amused him in the past. Cromwell's
first choice was Marie de Guise , a young widow who had already produced a son. Aged only 22
she had been married to Louis, Duke of Longueville before his early death in June He liked the
reports that he received that she was a tall woman. He was "big in person" and he had need of
"a big wife". In January he sent a ambassador to see her. The next candidate was Christina of
Denmark , the sixteen-year-old widowed Duchess of Milan. However, he died the following year.
Christina was very well connected. He arrived in Brussels on 10th March and the following day
sat for the portrait for three hours wearing mourning dress. Henry was very disappointed as he
loved the painting and looked at it on a regular basis. As David Loades has pointed out: "Cleves
was a significant complex of territories, strategically well placed on the lower Rhine. In the early
fifteenth century it had absorbed the neighbouring country of Mark, and in the marriage of Duke
John III had amalgamated Cleves-Mark with Julich-Berg to create a state with considerable
resources Thomas Cromwell was the main promoter of the scheme, and with his eye firmly on
England's international position, its attractions became greater with every month that passed.
John III died on 6th February, He was replaced by Anne's brother, Duke William. In March,
Nicholas Wotton , began the negotiations at Cleves. He reported to Thomas Cromwell that "she
Anne of Cleves occupieth her time most with the needle She can read and write her own
language but of French, Latin or other language she hath none Cromwell was desperate for the
marriage to take place but was aware that Wotton's reported revealed some serious problems.
The couple did not share a common language. Wotton also pointed out that she "had none of
the social skills so prized at the English court: she could not play a musical instrument or sing she came from a culture that looked down on the lavish celebrations and light-heartedness that
were an integral part of King Henry's court". Wotton was frustrated by the stalling tactics of
William. Eventually he signed a treaty in which the Duke granted Anne a dowry of , gold florins.
Hans Holbein arrived in April and requested permission to paint Anne's portrait. The year-old
William, held Puritan views and had strong ideas about feminine modesty and insisted that his
sister covered up her face and body in the company of men. He refused to allow her to be
painted by Holbein. After a couple of days he said he was willing to have his sister painted but
only by his own court painter, Lucas Cranach. Henry was unwilling to accept this plan as he did
not trust Cranach to produce an accurate portrait. Further negotiations took place and Henry
suggested he would be willing to marry Anne without a dowry if her portrait, painted by Holbein
pleased him. Duke William was short of money and agreed that Holbein should paint her
picture. He painted her portrait on parchment, to make it easier to transport in back to England.
Nicholas Wotton , Henry's envoy watched the portrait being painted and claimed that it was an
accurate representation. Holbein's biographer, Derek Wilson , argues that he was in a very
difficult position. He wanted to please Thomas Cromwell but did not want to upset Henry VIII: "If
ever the artist was nervous about the reception of a portrait he must have been particularly
anxious about this one He had to do what he could to sound a note of caution. That meant that
he was obliged to express his doubts in the painting. If we study the portrait of Anne of Cleves
we are struck by an oddity of composition Everything in it is perfectly balanced: it might almost
be a study in symmetry - except for the jewelled bands on Anne's skirt. The one on her left is
not complemented by another on the right. Furthermore, her right hand and the fall of her left
under-sleeve draw attention to the discrepancy. This sends a signal to the viewer that, despite
the elaborateness of the costume, there is something amiss, a certain clumsiness Holbein
intended giving the broadest hint he dared to the king. Henry would not ask his opinion about
his intended bride, and the painter certainly could not venture it. Therefore he communicated
unpalatable truth through his art. He could do no more. Her complexion is clear, her gaze
steady, her face delicately attractive. She wears a head-dress in the Dutch style which conceals
her hair, and a gown with a heavily bejewelled bodice. Everything about Anne's portrait
proclaimed her dignity, breeding and virtue, and when Henry VIII saw it, he made up his mind at
once that this was the woman he wanted to marry. Anne of Cleves arrived at Dover on 27th
December At the time Anne was watching bull-baiting from the window. He later recalled that
the moment he saw Anne he was "struck with dismay". Henry arrived at the same time but was
in disguise. He was also very disappointed and retreated into another room. According to
Thomas Wriothesley when Henry reappeared they "talked lovingly together". However,
afterwards he was heard to say, "I like her not". The French ambassador, Charles de Marillac ,
described Anne as looking about thirty she was in fact twenty-four , tall and thin, of middling

beauty, with a determined and resolute countenance". He also commented that her face was
"pitted with the smallpox" and although he admitted there was some show of vivacity in her
expression, he considered it "insufficient to counterbalance her want of beauty". He saw
someone who, to put it crudely, aroused in him no erotic excitement whatsoever. He replied that
this would cause serious political problems. Henry married Anne of Cleves on 6th January He
complained bitterly about his wedding night. Henry told Thomas Heneage that he disliked the
"looseness of her breasts" and was not able to do "what a man should do to his wife". It
became clear that she had not received any sex education. In the morning he kisses me, and
biddeth me, farewell. Is not this enough? The conservatives, led by Stephen Gardiner , Bishop
of Winchester, saw this as an opportunity to remove him from power. Gardiner considered
Cromwell a heretic for introducing the Bible in the native tongue. He also opposed the way
Cromwell had attacked the monasteries and the religious shrines. Gardiner pointed out to the
King that it was Cromwell who had allowed radical preachers such as Robert Barnes to return to
England. David Loades , insists that Cromwell was not a Lutheran: "He agreed with Luther on
the need for vernacular scriptures, but remained ambivalent on the central Lutheran doctrine of
justification by faith alone. The best general description of his beliefs is that they were Erasmian
or Evangelical. Cromwell had also protected Evangelical preachers such as Hugh Latimer , and
had played an important role in persuading Henry to accept an English translation of the Bible.
Barnes was clearly in danger but on 28th February, , he made a serious mistake by preaching a
sermon attacking Bishop Gardiner. Barnes begged forgiveness but continued to preach against
the religious conservatives. Thomas Cromwell retaliated by arresting Richard Sampson , Bishop
of Chichester and Nicholas Wotton , staunch conservatives in religious matters. He then began
negotiating the release of Barnes. However, this was unsuccessful and it was now clear that
Cromwell was in serious danger. On 10th June, Cromwell arrived slightly late for a meeting of
the Privy Council. Thomas Howard , the Duke of Norfolk, shouted out, "Cromwell! Do not sit
there! That is no place for you! Traitors do not sit among gentlemen. Cromwell was charged
with treason and heresy. Norfolk went over and ripped the chains of authority from his neck,
"relishing the opportunity to restore this low-born man to his former status". Cromwell was led
out through a side door which opened down onto the river and taken by boat the short journey
from Westminster to the Tower of London. On 12th June, Thomas Cranmer wrote a letter to
Henry VIII saying he was amazed that such a good servant of the king should be found to have
committed treason. He pointed out that he had shown "wisdom, diligence, faithfulness and
experience as no prince in the realm ever had". Cranmer told Henry that he loved Cromwell as a
friend, "but I chiefly loved him for the love which I thought I saw him bear ever towards your
grace singularly above all others. But now if he be a traitor, I am sorry that ever I loved him or
trusted him, and I am very glad that his treason has been discovered in time. But yet again I am
very sorrowful, for whom should your grace trust hereafter. Thomas Cromwell was convicted by
Parliament of treason and heresy on 29th June and sentenced him to be hung, drawn and
quartered. He finished the letter with the plea, "Most gracious prince I cry for mercy, mercy,
mercy. On 28th July, , Cromwell walked out onto Tower Green for his execution. In his speech
from the scaffold he denied that he had aided heretics, but acknowledged the judgment of the
law. He then prayed for a short while before placing his head on the block. The executioner
bungled his work, and took two strokes to sever the neck of Cromwell. He suffered a particularly
gruesome execution before what was left of his head was set upon a pike on London Bridge.
According to the French ambassador, Charles de Marillac , on 3rd March, , Henry VIII was
quoted as saying: "under pretext of some slight offences which he had committed, they had
brought several accusations against him, on the strength of which he had put to death the most
faithful servant he ever had. It has been suggested by Retha M. Warnicke that the two of the
leading Roman Catholics in England, Thomas Howard , 2nd Duke of Norfolk and Bishop
Stephen Gardiner , arranged for the King to meet Catherine and this was part of a power
struggle against two religious reformers Thomas Cromwell and Archbishop Thomas Cranmer :
"That Catherine herself became queen has traditionally been attributed to a competition for
power between court factions divided by religious allegiance, a conservative group led by
Norfolk and Stephen Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, against reformers led by Thomas
Cromwell, the lord privy seal, and Archbishop Thomas Cranmer; the conservatives allegedly
took advantage of Henry's disappointment with Anne of Cleves early in to direct his attention
towards Catherine. On several occasions he met her there at parties in Gardiner's house. There
is a well-established tradition that Norfolk and Gardiner introduced her to Henry in the hope that
she would become his mistress and persuade him to adopt Gardiner's pro-Catholic policy and
destroy Cromwell; but there is not a shred of evidence that Catherine Howard played any part
whatever in Cromwell's downfall or in the shift in Henry's policy in Alison Weir pointed out that
at this time Henry met Catherine Howard he was not in good health: "It had already therefore

occurred to her that she might become queen of England, and this was no doubt enough to
compensate for the fact that, as a man, Henry had very little to offer a girl of her age. He was
now nearing fifty, and had aged beyond his years. The abscess on his leg was slowing him
down, and there were days when he could hardly walk, let alone ride. Worse still, it oozed pus
continually, and had to be dressed daily, not a pleasant task for the person assigned to do it as
the wound stank dreadfully. As well as being afflicted with this, the King had become
exceedingly fat: a new suit of armour, made for him at this time, measured 54 inches around the
waist. She was young, graceful and pretty, and Henry was entranced. The first documented
indication of Henry's feelings for Catherine Howard was the granting of lands, confiscated from
a convicted felon, on 24th April, The following month Henry began to investigate the possibility
of divorcing Anne of Cleves. However, Henry made it clear that he was willing to accept an
annulment of his marriage based on his inability to consummate the relationship. This was
because he feared that she was the wife of another man, Francis, Duke of Lorraine. This was
often put down to witchcraft. But publicly the annulment was justified by reference to Henry's
decision to refrain from consummation until he had ascertained that Anne was free to marry
him, to Anne's contract with the son of the duke of Lorraine, and to Henry's reluctance to wed
her. After she made a statement that confirmed Henry's account, the marriage was annulled on
9th July , on the grounds of non-consummation. In return, Anne agreed that she would not pass
"beyond the sea" and became the King's adopted "good sister". It was important for Henry that
Anne remained in England as he feared that she might stir up trouble for him if she was allowed
to travel to Europe. The historian David Starkey , has attempted to explain the reasons for the
marriage: "Physically repelled by Anne of Cleves, and humiliated by his sexual failure with her,
he sought and found consolation from Catherine. We can also guess that sex, which had been
impossible with Anne, was easy with her. And it was easy because she made it easy. Henry, lost
in pleasure, never seems to have asked himself how she obtained such skill. Instead, he
attributed it all to love and his own recovered youth. Henry VIII showered her with "magnificent
jewels, gold beads decorated with black enamel, emeralds lozenged with gold, brooches,
crosses, pomanders, clocks, whatever could be most splendidly encrusted in her honour".
Soon after the wedding he gave her a habiliment containing "eight diamonds and seven rubies"
and a necklace of "six fine table diamonds and five very fair rubies with pearls in-between" and
a muffler of black velvet with thirty pearls on a chain of gold. Historians have only been able to
identify one portrait, painted by Hans Holbein , that is definitely of Catherine of Howard. But the
identification of the jewels settles the issue once and for all. It also establishes, for the first
time, her exact appearance. She had auburn hair, pale skin, dark eyes and brows, the rather
fetching beginnings of a double chin, and an expression that was at once quizzical and
come-hither. Richard Hilles saw Catherine in the summer of He described her as "a very little
girl". Alison Weir has suggested that this may refer to her diminutive stature, it could also refer
to her age, as it conveys a distinct impression of extreme youth. The French ambassador,
Charles de Marillac , rated her beauty as only "middling" but did praise her gracefulness, and
found "much sweetness in her expression". Antonia Fraser points out that as she immediately
attracted Henry "she must have considerable prettiness and obvious sex appeal" Both men had
been close friends of Thomas Cromwell and were seen as religious reformers. The following
month, Sir John Wallop , the conservative former ambassador to France, was also arrested.
Charles de Marillac predicted a civil war in England: "There could be no worse war than the
English carry on against each other For after Cromwell had brought down the greatest of the
realm All three men were eventually released. Eustace Chapuys claims "the Queen took
courage to beg and entreat the King for the release of Mr. Wyatt, a prisoner of the Tower. But
she also displayed leadership, resourcefulness and independence, which are qualities less
commonly found in headstrong young girls True, she was a good-time girl. But, like many
good-time girls, she was also warm, loving and good-natured. She wanted to have a good time.
But she wanted other people to have a good time, too. And she was prepared to make some
effort to see that they did Catherine, in short, had begun rather well. She had a good heart, and
a less bad head than most of her chroniclers have assumed. She had been considered one of
the leading Roman Catholics in England. However, the only evidence against her was that she
had forbidden her servants to read the English Bible, and had once been seen burning a letter.
She therefore had a valid claim to the throne. Catherine Howard took an interest in Margaret's
case. One was Margaret Pole, Countess of Salisbury, who had languished there for nearly two
years with inadequate clothing and heating to protect her aged body from the bitter winter
weather. When she learned of this, the Queen saw her tailor on 1st March and ordered him to
make up garments which were to be sent to Lady Sailsbury: a furred night-gown, a bonnet and
frontlet, four pairs of hose, four pairs of shoes and one pair of slippers. With the King's
permission, Catherine paid for all these items out of her privy purse. Henry became more hostile

with the rising in the north in the early months of led by Sir John Neville. He became convinced
that Margaret was the figure-head of the opposition. Although she had a valid claim to the
throne, she herself had never expressed any desire to occupy it. At the age of 68 she was also
way beyond childbearing age and therefore constituted no threat in herself to the King. Antonia
Fraser has argued: "This can claim to be the most repulsive piece of savagery ever carried out
at the King's wishes Her real crime was of course to be the mother of one who sided with the
Pope and was beyond the King's vengeance. The executioner was not the usual one employed
on such occasions and was young and inexperienced. He hacked away at her head and neck for
several minutes before her head was removed. Upon hearing the news of her death, her son
Reginald Pole announced to his "thunder-struck" secretary that he was now the proud son of a
martyr and disappeared into his closet for an hour, "then came out as cheerful as before". It is
reported that Pole commented: "Let us be of good cheer. We have now one more patron in
heaven. During this period Catherine appointed her former lover, Francis Dereham , as her
secretary and usher of the chamber. However, according to Retha M. Warnicke , it was possible
she was being blackmailed: "It was probably intended to silence him, too, about their former
relationship. She could reasonably hope for success in this, for Dereham later confessed that
on two occasions she bribed him to hold his tongue. Although he had been power for 32 years
he had not visited this part of England that made up a third of his kingdom. He took with him an
army of 5, men. Progress was slow as it was a very wet summer. Charles de Marillac reported
that "the roads leading to the North They did not reach Lincoln until 9th August. The royal
couple stayed at the Bishop of Lincoln's little manor house at Lyddington. On 11th August,
Catherine committed the first of her indiscretions. She knew Thomas Culpeper , was in the area
and she wrote him a letter: "Master Culpeper, I heartily recommend me unto you I never longed
so much for thing as I do to see you and to speak with you It makes my heart to die to think
what fortune I have that I cannot be always in your company Come when my Lady Rochford is
here, for that I shall be best at leisure to be at your commandment Yours as long as life endures.
Catherine's biographer, Retha M. Warnicke , has argued: "It is possible, however, to put a
different interpretation upon Catherine's letter, that its emotional tone was fuelled less by
sexual ardour than by the desperation of a young woman who was seeking to placate an
aggressive, dangerous suitor, one who, moreover, as a member of the privy chamber had close
contact with the king. The promise she mentioned could have concerned the Dereham affair.
Culpeper, it may be suggested, had established some form of threatening control over the
queen's life, and although he - as he admitted - was seeking sexual satisfaction with her,
Catherine was trying to ensure his silence through a misguided attempt at appeasement. The
route of the Royal Progress turned inland towards Yorkshire the scene of the Pilgrimage of
Grace rebellion a few years previously. Henry spent a few days hunting at Hatfield Chase. It
contained ponds and marshes as well as scrub and woodland. Men in boats went on to the
water where others hunted in the woods. It is estimated that over stags and deer were killed as
well as "a great quantity of young swans, two boats of river birds and as much of great pikes
and other fish. According to the French ambassador who accompanied Henry, the castle was
visited by the nobility and gentry who lived in Yorkshire: "Those who in the rebellion remained
faithful were ranked apart and graciously received by the King and praised for their fidelity. The
others who were of the conspiracy, among whom appeared the Archbishop of York, were a little
further off on their knees One of them, speaking for all, made a long harangue confessing their
treason in marching against the sovereign and his Council, thanking him for pardoning so great
an offence and begging that if any relics of indignation remained he would dismiss them. They
then delivered several bulky submissions in writing. He arrived back at Hampton Court on 29th
October. He told him a story that came from his sister, Mary Hall , who had worked as a maid at
Chesworth House. Cranmer had never approved Henry's marriage to Catherine. He did not
personally dislike her but he was a strong opponent of her grandfather, Thomas Howard , 2nd
Duke of Norfolk. If Lascelles's story was true, it gave him the opportunity to discredit her
supporters, the powerful Catholic faction. With her out of the way Cranmer would be able to put
forward the name of a bride who like Anne Boleyn favoured religious reform. Cranmer had a
meeting with Mary Hall. She told him that when she heard about Catherine's relationship with
Manox in she went to see him and warned him of his behaviour. Manox replied: "Hold thy peace,
woman! I know her well enough. My designs are of a dishonest kind, and from the liberties the
young lady has allowed me, I doubt not of being able to effect my purpose. She hath said to me
that I shall have her maidenhead, though it be painful to her, not doubting but I will be good to
her hereafter. She claimed that for "a hundred nights or more" he had "crept into the ladies
dormitory and climbed, dressed in doublet and hose" into Catherine's bed. Cranmer wrote that
Queen Catherine had been accused by Hall of "dissolute living before her marriage with Francis
Dereham, and that was not secret, but many knew it. Henry also gave orders that Catherine

Howard was to be confined to her apartments with just Jane Boleyn Lady Rochford in
attendance. Eustace Chapuys told Charles de Marillac that she was refusing to eat or drink
anything, and that she did not cease from weeping and crying "like a madwoman, so that they
must take away things by which she might hasten her death". It was also reported that Lady
Rochford was guilty of aiding and abetting Catherine to commit high treason. Archbishop
Thomas Cranmer visited the Queen in her apartments on 6th November. His main objective was
to obtain a confession that she had committed adultery. Without it, no one could proceed
against her, for pre-marital fornication was neither a crime nor acceptable grounds for annulling
a marriage. He found the Queen "in such lamentation and heaviness as I never saw no creature,
so that it would have pitied any man's heart in the world to have looked upon". Unable to get
much sense out of the Queen he returned the following day. Cranmer told her that if she made a
full confession the King would probably show mercy. She eventually confessed that Francis
Dereham called her "wife" and she used the term "husband" and that it was common gossip in
the household that they would marry. He had "many times moved me unto the question of
matrimony" but she refused all his proposals. Catherine made a serious mistake with this
confession. Make Model Year. Vehicle History. Vehicle Listing Details. Life is full of bumps in
the road, but this Velvet Lincoln Navigator Reserve won't be one of them! From the interior to
the exterior, this Navigator is sleek and well equipped with awesome features to get you to
where you need to go in style! Recent Arrival! Check us out online at Lexus of Tucson Experience Amazing. Source: Edmunds. You don't have to drive all over town Experience true
comfort with leather seats. Never get lost again with this SUV's easy to use navigation system.
A perfect cold weather vehicle featuring heated seats. Picture yourself in this beauty. A backup
camera makes all the difference when parallel parking. This certified Lincoln Navigator includes:
power mirrors, smart steering wheel controls, keyless entry, tinted windows and anti-theft
system. The Smart Family would like to thank you for the opportunity to assist in the purchase
of your next new vehicle. For over years the Smart family has been family owned and operated
business in the heart of central Arkansas. Offering the highest level of customer service and an
outstanding purchase experience has allowed our year tradition. We look forward to serving
you and thanks again for shopping Smart. In their original incarnation, SUVs were chiefly owned
by folks who valued utility above sport. Not anymore! You appreciate the finer things in life, the
vehicle you drive should not be the exception. Style, performance, sophistication is in a class of
its own with this stunning Lincoln Navigator Reserve. No matter the terrain or weather, you'll
drive at ease in this 4WD-equipped vehicle. With exceptional safety features and superb
handling, this 4WD was engineered with excellence in mind. This Lincoln Navigator has such
low mileage it has been parked more than driven. You'll see the world in a whole new way
thanks to the navigation system that comes with this vehicle. If not for a few miles on the
odometer you would be hard-pressed to know this Lincoln Navigator is a pre-owned vehicle.
Added comfort with contemporary style is the leather interior to heighten the quality and
craftsmanship for the Lincoln Navigator Reserve. Best of all the price you see is the price you
pay. No haggling. No back and forth. No pressure. And this price is so good it is guaranteed.
Subject to certain terms and conditions. See store for details. Some restrictions apply. This
vehicle is AutoNation Certified and includes the following: Thorough pt. See dealer for
additional details. Disinfectant methods or claims should not be deemed to state or imply these
products can eliminate or prevent transmission of any virus, illness or disease. Just minutes
away! Offering first-class luxury and power, our Lincoln Navigator Select Group in White
Platinum Tri-Coat is a full-size solution to your full-size routine! Powered by a Twin
TurboCharged 3. Our Rear Wheel Drive SUV provides excellent handling, and with multi-link
independent rear suspension, easily maintains its composure over uneven road surfaces. You'll
enjoy this confident ride along with best-in-class towing capacity and near 22mpg on the
highway! Admire the remarkable design of our Lincoln Navigator with its inch alloy wheels,
sunroof, a chrome grille, chrome-tipped exhaust, and a power liftgate. The Sync 3 touchscreen
electronics interface makes staying in touch easy with voice controls, Bluetooth, navigation,
smartphone integration, and a surround sound audio system. MyKey even lets you set speed
limits and stereo volume limits for your teenagers! Thoughtfully designed for the entire family,
this is an excellent choice that will make you feel at home the second you get behind the wheel.
Print this page and call us Now We are For more information and details please contact our
Internet Sales Dept. Looking for a Certified Pre-Owned Lincoln near me? Visit us at Grand River
Ave. All prices plus tax, title, plate, doc fee and inspection fee if applicable. Family Owned and
Operated for 4 Generations. Dealerrater Dealer of the Year for 9 Consecutive Years. You Will Be
Satisfied!!! We offer a free Lifetime Limited Powertrain Warranty with select pre-owned vehicles.
Exclusions include vehicles with K or more miles or from select exotic manufacturers. See
dealer for details. All of our used vehicles go thru a complete ASE Certified safety inspection.

All vehicles are one of each. All Pre-Owned or Certified vehicles are used. The offering price of
this vehicle is conditioned on a negotiated waiver of implied warranties. Call or see Dealer to
determine the form of the Buyers Guide on the vehicle. Prices exclude tax, title, and license. All
transactions are negotiable including price, trade allowance, interest rate of which the dealer
may retain a portion , term, and documentary service fee. MPG ratings on used vehicles are
based on original EPA estimates for that vehicle as it was at time of production. Any agreement
is subject to execution of contract documents. Customer is requested to verify the existence
and condition of any equipment listed. Number of Previous Owners: Owner count not provided.
Odometer is miles below market average! Taxes and fees are based off of the selling price of the
vehicle. Vehicle subject to prior sale. We are located at Dallas Parkway, Plano, Texas Visit us
online at We offer free airport pickup. We can help facilitate low cost shipping directly to your
door. Come see how easy it is to do business with the Ewing Automotive Group. Call us today
to schedule a hassle free test drive! When you think Cadillac Curious about how far this
Navigator has been driven? The odometer reads miles. It looks as sharp as its performs with
stylish features that include: blue tooth,heated rear seats,heated seats,leather seats,moon
roof,mp3 audio input,navigation,power locks,power seats,power windows,rear view camera and
third row seat We always appreciate your business at Ford Lincoln of Queens. Adventure is
calling! Drive it home today. This vehicle is subject to a safety recall. Check the recall by
clicking the link below. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Save Search. Enter your
ZIP code to show only relevant vehicles for sale nearby. Search radius. Home delivery available.
Only show local listings. Year s. Engine Details Transmission Automatic Cylinders 6 cylinders 8
cylinders Fuel Economy. Vehicle Listing Details Recently added listings. Listings with recent
price drops. No accidents. Know The Deal. Price Drop. Showing 1 - 18 out of listings. Overall
Consumer Rating. The last time bought a Lincoln was in Through the years all cars have
improved in maintenance and ride comfort. Before purchasing this Navigator, I have driven 2
Tahoes for 21 years. My first drive in this new Navigator I notice the quietness of the interior
cabin. The ride is very smooth. I am also surprised by the turbocharged engine. The
acceleration is smooth and quick. Confidence builder! The only think I felt lacking is the
instrument panel. It is on the small side. The font size of wording is too small for my eyes to
read quickly. The pinkish lighting color on the word just makes it even harder to read. Other
than that I am very happy with the purchase. Read more. Read less. Sign Up. Make Model Year.
Price and Payment. Vehicle History. Engine and Drivetrain. Vehicle Listing Details. That's why
we never charge last-minute, bogus fees. We believe in treating you better--we think you should
be able to get the right car at the right price without worrying about fees taking the joy from the
ride. Plus, get your car delivered as soon as the next day with our Touchless Delivery process
designed to keep you safe. We share the thrill our customers get from owning and driving a
Lexus. Whether you come in for a new or pre-owned Lexus, to arrange financing, or to have
your vehicle serviced, we are committed to providing a Lexus experience that keeps you
coming back. Horsepower calculations based on trim engine configuration. Please confirm the
accuracy of the included equipment by calling us prior to purchase. I leased my new RX from
Lexus of Portland. I was very pleased with their great service, friendliness and willingness to
work with me remotely over the Internet. The experience was enjoyable and I was able to close
the deal in a couple of hours at the dealership. Great SUV, great deal, great dealership! The
financing team at North Coast Auto Mall has decades of experience and wide-ranging lending
relationships to get you financed on the vehicle of your dreams! Visit us online at All of our
vehicles are inspected and reconditioned by ASE certified technicians. North Coast Auto Mall
sets out to offer all clients great prices, flexible financing terms, high-quality vehicles, and a
thoroughly transparent buying process. Please call us today to begin your purchase! Source:
Edmunds. I saw the vehicle online. It was a great price and available! James was very helpful in
having it ready for me. Finance and paper work took a little long but it was very busy. Thank you
guys! The Gold Check Certified symbol signifies that this used vehicle has been subjected to a
demanding point quality assurance inspection and has passed the Gold Check Certified
standards for mechanical performance, interior and exterior appearance. The vehicle is backed
by a 6 month, 6, mile Limited Warranty and comes with one year of hour Roadside Assistance
as well as other value-added benefits! With a Gold Check Certified Pre-Owned vehicle, you'll
experience all the excitement and confidence of buying a new vehicle, yet enjoy the value of a
great Pre-Owned vehicle! Get your best price now! Odometer is miles below market average!
Our dedicated internet team is here to answer your questions. For availability and custom
photos call The next step? Give us a call to confirm availability and schedule a hassle free test
drive! The experience and service he provided me was incomparable and he always made me
feel comfortable and at ease in my decision making. Neither me nor my family ever see the need
to purchase from anyone else other than Ganley Honda and Bobby Ross. At EchoPark, shop

thousands of "nearly-new" one to four-year old, low mileage vehicles. Most are still under the
original factory warranty. Discover how buying nearly new gets you the same benefits
associated with buying new - and gives you that new car feel without the new car price. Contact
the dealer for delivery details, restrictions and costs. Popular searches. My notifications My
Account. Save Search. Enter your ZIP code to show only relevant vehicles for sale nearby.
Search radius. Home delivery available. Only show local listings. Year s. Price and Payment
Loan Price. Engine and Drivetrain Transmission Automatic 1, Engine Type Gas 1, Cylinders 6
cylinders 1, Fuel Economy. Vehicle Listing Details Recently added listings. Listings with recent
price drops. Are You Getting a Good Deal? No accidents. Know The Deal. New Listing. Close
Carvana - St. Louis - St. Price Drop. Source: Edmunds Dealer Review: I saw the vehicle online.
Showing 1 - 18 out of 1, listings. Overall Consumer Rating. Overall, I'm 6 months in and love this
vehicle! I'm biased maybe, but I really like how this vehicle looks. The lines are simple, unique,
elegant. That and the size is just perfect, being easy to park, yet taking 4 people in roomy luxury
pretty much anywhere. On top of that, the base model has all the creature comforts I want and a
few more. With bluetooth connectivity that is pretty seamless phone, Pandora, google-maps ,
nice leather heated seats, remote start, and comfortable roomy rear seats. Flip the button and
the rear seats go down and you have a great cargo cavern to load up with whatever. That, and
it's really hard to get stuck especially if you shut off traction control, which was not obvious at
first when you need engine rev's to get out. I've also towed a good size trailer with it and it was
rock solid. All in all, a very nice package with many creature comforts at a high value. Read
more. Read less. Learn more about the Lincoln MKX. The used Lincoln MKX received an
average score of 4. Where to buy a used Lincoln MKX? Shoppers just like you have reviewed
dealerships near you. Now that you've found the right vehicle for you, you can find the best
place to buy a used Lincoln MKX. Check out our user ratings for dealers near you to help you
choose the best place to buy your used Lincoln MKX. Price, mileage, and condition are all
important factors to consider when buying a used Lincoln MKX. Edmunds found 5 Great, 2
Good, and 5 Fair deals near you, so you can be sure to get the best price. We also recommend
reading Edmunds' consumer reviews to find common problems, and paying for an independent
inspection to make sure the used Lincoln MKX you're buying doesn't have any problems that
need addressing. Consumer reviews are a great resource for determining how reliable a used
Lincoln MKX will be. Take a look at those reviews first, as they're most likely to describe
reliability issues with the vehicle. Sign Up. It is important to remember that, although a weapon
of war, perfected in the art of death and destruction on land, the tank also saved lives,
thousands of them. This was the weapon that would unlock the stalemate and put an end to
trench warfare. In reality, things get more complicated and, as crude as it was, the tank was
never more than an organic part of a refined late trench warfare as a whole: New infantry tactics
inaugurated by the Canadians at Vimy Ridge , creeping artillery barrages with deadly precise
schedules, better air reconnaissance and even strafing and aerial bombardments, and of course
better coordination with tanks. The Mk. I tank was the first operational tank in the British army
and in the world. One of the solutions was to avoid adding a turret and mounted the guns in
sponsons instead. In December , the final prototype was ready for the first trials, which took
place in April Despite of this, an order was secured for tanks in two batches, with one order
being issued 0n 12 February and another on April I was elaborated to encompass all the lessons
learnt from the Little Willie trials in No turret giving a low center of gravity , armament mounted
in sponsons, bolted hull made of boiler panels, newly designed tracks inherited from the Little
Willie and a large, easily recognizable rhomboid hull, with the tracks surrounding the hull,
making up the entire length of the machine. This shape could not be underestimated. While
Great Britain learned the difficult trade of crossing heavily cratered, muddy terrain with the
previous Lincoln machine , a radical solution was adopted, which proved adequate to the task,
but too radical at the same time, and would emerge in postwar years. It was made of boiler
plates, chiefly to speed up construction. Following Mark Is had hardened steel plates. Indeed, a
running track of this size allowed to gap the largest known trenches of the time, negotiate
craters, while the front three meter recess allowed the vehicle to climb almost any obstacle. It
also limited the ability to store anything on top, save for a narrow portion of the central hull. A
nightmare for an engineer, as well as the maintenance crew. Being clogged in a sinkhole was
just the level of effort which the valiant little Daimler was not ready to undertake. Also, the
engine not being separated from the fighting compartment proved ruinous for the crew, which
fell ill quite quickly, but that feature remained unchanged until A mobility aspect which was
incorporated into the design concerned the removable sponsons, allowing the tank to be
narrower and thus, providing easier transport by rail. This system needed perfect coordination,
which was difficult due to the noise inside and the protective leather helmets they used. The
four others were gunners, serving the six-pounders and the machine guns, depending on the

armament. These were either Vickers models or the 8 mm 0. It was designed to help crossing
very large trenches, but later proved impractical and was dropped. No less than Mk. The first
order of was increased to in April , acting as a pre-series for further mass-productions. Later on,
two rails were mounted over the hull to handle a wooden beam, used for unditching. The first
were ready in a hurry and deployed in August, just in time for the Somme Offensive. Others
were converted as supply tanks. There were some claims about their unhardened steel plates,
but all data seems to show that the Mk. IIs were regular Mk. Is with a few modifications for
training purposes. Some 20 were sent to France for advanced training and those left remained
at the Wool training ground in Dorset. Is and all the Mk. IIs remaining in Britain were put in
action despite some protests , suffering high casualties, mainly due to the new armor-piercing
bullets the Germans employed. IV and were all fitted with Lewis machine guns in smaller, lighter
sponsons. Otherwise, few changes were visible at the beginning, as this batch of 50 vehicles
was designed to incorporate all the Mk. IV improvements. Deliveries were slow and none left
Great Britain. Their first operational use was in September at Flers-Courcelette, but this first
attempt was a near disaster. Most of the tanks broke down on their way, others bogged down in
the mud. However, despite the lack of training of their crews, some managed to reach their
designated objective, if only too few. Only 59 were part of this attack, most of them being
captured afterwards by the Germans. The first issues quickly arrived at the War Office. The
distant roar and clinging of the tracks, and later the slow-moving masses emerging from the fog
which resembled nothing built yet were enough. The noise, the smell and the temperature that
reached nearly 50 degrees Celsius were just unbearable. There were powerful emanations of
carbon monoxide, cordite, fuel and oil vapors, all made worse by poor ventilation. The crews
often opened the narrow door situated just behind the sponson, in an attempt to get some fresh
air in. With poor training and almost no internal communication, steering was enormously
difficult, resulting in mechanical over-stress, causing many breakdowns. Another factor was the
petrol engine, overwhelmed by the weight of the hull combined with the very sticky, heavy mud
typical of the region, something that was rediscovered when excavating and experimenting with
the supposed battlefield of Agincourt. Coordination between the tanks also proved inadequate,
theoretically by using a set of fanions, flags, lamps, semaphores and other devices inspired by
navy practice. There was no radio on board. Pigeons were used instead to report positions and
status with the General Headquarters. Crew security was also an issue inside the tank.
Following the first reports, thick leather jackets and helmets, or a combination of leather and
chain-mail, were provided to the crews. Spall liners only appeared decades later. Despite its
historical importance, which could already be perceived in , only a single male survived. It was
suggested that it might have been used as a driver training tank, numbered , the second Mark I
built. Video footage of Mark I at fers-Courcelette in september The irst engagement of the Mk. I
at Flers Courcelette, 15 September Tank Hunter: World War One. Stunningly illustrated in full
colour throughout, Tank Hunter: World War One provides historical background, facts and
figures for each First World War tank as well as the locations of any surviving examples, giving
you the opportunity to become a Tank Hunter yourself. This is the very best site of its kind on
the internet. Everything you want to know about tanks is here. A lot of work has been done to
put this site together. Haha, just notice the date this was posted is September 15, Hi all I have a
brass uniform button which has the motif of the mark 1 tank. Can anyone tell me what the
uniform was accosted with. HI i am writing a research paper on the mark tanks and this website
was very helpful, thanks to who published this. Glad these articles can be helpful to you,
Jeffrey. Most of the Mark Tanks articles has been rewritten by Craig Moore. Thanks for him.
Cheers, David B. TE Manager. Your email address will not be published. Save my name, email,
and website in this browser for the next time I comment. Necessary cookies are absolutely
essential for the website to function properly. This category only includes cookies that ensures
basic functionalities and security features of the website. These cookies do not store any
personal information. Any cookies that may not be particularly necessary for the website to
function and is used specifically to collect user personal data via analytics, ads, other
embedded contents are termed as non-necessary cookies. It is mandatory to procure user
consent prior to running these cookies on your website. Close Menu WW1 Tanks. German
Empire. Kingdom of Italy. Kingdom of Spain. United Kingdom. WW2 Tanks. Soviet Union. The
Netherlands. New Zealand. Cold War Tanks. South Africa. El Salvador. North Korea. West
Germany. Middle East. Modern Tanks. Cookie Policy. Legal Mentions. Meet the Team. Lexical
Index. Links on Tanks. UK Index. World War One Tanks. World War Two Tanks. Design The Mk.
Production No less than Mk. Succession: the Mk. Sick Crews The noise, the smell and the
temperature that reached nearly 50 degrees Celsius were just unbearable. Breakdowns Another
factor was the petrol engine, overwhelmed by the weight of the hull combined with the very
sticky, heavy mud typical of the region, something that was rediscovered when excavating and

experimenting with the supposed battlefield of Agincourt. Protection issue Crew security was
also an issue inside the tank. Surviving example Despite its historical importance, which could
already be perceived in , only a single male survived. Length with tail 32ft 6in 9. Width with
Sponsons 13ft 2in 4. The hull was made of resistant boiler panels which, along with poor
ventilation, kept the interior very hot. Proof against normal infantry weapons, it was sensible to
machine-gun rounds and could be disabled by field guns and specially-crafted armor-piercing
bullets. A wooden and wire mesh frame was added to the roof of the Mark I tank to deflect hand
grenades thrown at the tanks by the German infantry. The Mark I Male tank was armed with a
6pdr gun and three machine guns. On 15th September , 2nd Lieutenant J. Clark commanded
this Mark I Male tank No. It was later given the unit number C It crossed German trenches and
returned to Allied lines at the end of the day. They were armed with four 0. A two wheeled
steering tail was attached to the rear of the tank. Tank No. It was given the unit number D It
engaged the enemy and returned to Allied lines at the end of the day. Mark I Female tank No.
Like many other tanks, it broke down. It was repaired by the afternoon and tried to catch up with
the advancing units. It had to be abandoned on the battlefield on 16th November after it ditched
and could not get out. This Mark I Male tank No. Lieutenant F. Robinson commanded the tank.
Unfortunately, the tank crew mistook some soldiers as the enemy. They fired on and killed some
British troops. The tank ditched but managed to get out. It returned back to Allied lines after the
battle. It was back in action again on 26th September attached to C Company. It was hit and
destroyed. The rear tail could be locked in the up position when necessary. Some Mark I Male
tanks were used as supply tanks. This is tank, No. It was photographed 7th June at Messines.
This was the first time old Mk. I tanks were used as supply vehicles. Buy this book on Amazon!
Tank Encyclopedia's Creator, webmaster and illustrator since What a great informative website!
Thanks Ben! We are continuously updating, researching and writing new articles. Fixed, thank
you! The
2012 ford f150 radio wiring diagram
ae86 back
1965 volkswagen karmann ghia
you are the best on the internet Thank you. Leave a Reply Cancel reply Your email address will
not be published. This website uses cookies to improve your experience. We'll assume you're
ok with this, but you can opt-out if you wish. Close Privacy Overview This website uses cookies
to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these cookies, the
cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for
the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us
analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser
only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of
some of these cookies may have an effect on your browsing experience. Necessary Necessary.
Non-necessary Non-necessary. Length 26ft 7. British Foster-Daimler, Knight sleeve valve,
water-cooled straight six litre petrol engine, hp at 1, rpm.

