2009 ford focus air filter box

Hello, I am a former farm machinery repairman and as some would say just a cheap skate who
does not like spending my hard earned money if I can help it. So when I went to change my air
filter on my Ford Focus and could not get the screws out because the nuts were stripped out of
the plastic housing. I decided to repair it. This pictures is of the box ready to go back into the
car. You will need a screw driver to loosen the clamps. I used a drill press, a hand drill would
work. Aluminum would have been easier to work with. Once you have the items you need, you
are ready for step 2. First loosen the clamp on the hose at the air cleaner. Next loosen the clamp
at the end of the hose connected to the intake manifold. Grasp the hose and lift it off of the
intake manifold and then slip it off of the air cleaner. Lay it aside and go to the next step. Grasp
the crankcase vent hose and remove it from the valve cover, if it is stuck you may need to give it
a twist. Press the release on the electrical plug and gentle pull it off, don't force it, it should not
be real hard to remove. Grasp the air cleaner and lift it out, I could only show one hand as I
needed the other to take the picture one hand on each end, it may be necessary to give it a
slight jerk as it sets in 3 rubber grommets. Now I could clamp onto the stripped nuts so I could
remove the bolts. Remove the gussets toward the center of the box, leave the ones toward the
outside of the box. You could use a sharp chisel and a small hammer and gently shave the
gussets away, just don't try to take to much off at one time or you may crack the box. Clamp a
stripped nut with a vise grips and using a 8mm wrench or socket wrench, remove the stuck
screws, and remove the cover from the box. Using one of the old bolts screw it into the old nuts
and tap them out of the plastic box housing with a small hammer. Your box housing should look
like the last picture, and is ready for the bars. Time for step 7. Put them up under where the old
nuts were, and you will see where the corner on each end needs to be rounded. With a file or
grinder round the corners so they will fit up against the bottom of the bolt flange and in tight
against the sides of the box. Once they fit, it is time to mark where the holes need to be drilled.
Use a little light oil on your tap to make it easier. I did the same to the other side and then went
right on to the next step as the silicone will harden even if you get it into the car and running
down the road before it hardens. WOW it's fixed. Now lets put it back in the car. Make sure
nothing is down under where the air filter goes. Set the box down in place and wiggle it to be
sure that it is in the grommets, press it down firmly. Plug the electrical connector back onto the
box. Connect the crankcase vent hose back to the valve cover. Replace the air box to intake
hose, slip it onto the air filter housing then down onto the intake manifold and tighten the hose
clamps. You have just repaired you air cleaner box. Did this fix on my son's , mile Focus that
had the airbox zip tied down which was causing MAF fault codes. Used a Dremel and multiple
bits to ensure I didn't have to do too much grinding. Also used zinc-plated steel for rust
resistance a must here in NE. This fix should last the remainder of the life of the vehicle and
beyond. Thank you!! What I found that I think works better is that after you knock out the nuts in
step 6, I coated the the outside of the nut with super glue and reinsert it back into the plastic air
cleaner box ie. The super glue holds it in place really well. Then I would make sure to coat the
bolts with anti-seize to make sure it doesn't get stuck again. LOL thanks again. Jiffy lube has
been telling me for a while that mine on my focus are stripped and I just now looked to see what
was going on. I was assuming there may have been some clip on nuts at one time that the techs
at jiffy lube had just lost them till I saw your pics. Anyway I plan to try clip on nuts to fix mine.
Reply 10 years ago on Introduction. I actually had this exact problem last month, and like
carpespasm said I just zip-tied it in place. This is a much more elegant solution though! Reply
12 years ago on Introduction. The problem I see with zip ties is if one breaks or you do not get
then tight enough you could loose the seal between the air filter and the cover which would let
dirt get sucked into your engine and wear the piston rings causing your engine to start using
oil. This would be bad. But then again perhaps I am just too cautious. Also your pictures were a
big help. I would be afraid a zip tie brake or not be tight enough then there could be a leak
between the air filter and the box cover letting in dirt that would go right into your intake and
into the engine which would wear the piston rings and ruin you engine very quickly. This would
not be good. But then perhaps I am just too cautious. Why did you use carriage bolts? I would
have inverted the carriage bolts, and used nuts on top. Reply 10 years ago on Step 7. Rick, I
have no idea what you are talking about, where do you think I used carriage blots?? I used hex
head bolts very easy to remove, but you can use what ever you want. As for the bars, I used
what I had, you can do it your way, it is up to you. My Bad, Mr. Senility is painless, unless you
get caught! I apologize. No problem, I just did not understand your comment, Oh well you know
what they say about what goes first? Now what was it? Have a good day! Thanks for the
instructions and suggestions. I had exactly the same problem. I used an X-acto knife to cut
away the grommets to get vise grips on the nuts. Then I cleaned the old bolts and nuts with WD
I re-used the old nuts by putting them back in the plastic housing with JB Weld. HeHe, I would
have used a dremel on the old nuts, made some grip on them, and jb-welded them. Reply 12

years ago on Step 7. It might have worked but the first problem was getting the old rusted bolts
out. That is why I had to remove the gusset so I could get a vise grips onto the nuts. This was a
real easy fix, took less than an hour and it is definitely permanate. I could have wire tied it but I
don't trust wire ties to keep it tight enough to keep dirt and dust out. My way is just a
suggestion. I am sure there are many ways that haven't even been mentioned. Very true, and for
rusty bolts I recommend aerokroil, I use it on exhaust bolts and nuts, the stuff is kinda
expensive, but well worth it, I have seen it loosen rust frozen bolts that I would have broken off
by trying after 24hours of soaking in wd For rusty bolts I recommend JB Blaster, has always
worked well for me. Still can't get to the nuts without removing the gussets once the nuts spin
in the plastic housing. Did you make this project? Share it with us! I Made It! Reply Upvote.
GENO 10 years ago on Introduction. Bosun Rick 10 years ago on Step 7. Bosun Rick jlsteiner
Reply 10 years ago on Step 7. I have heard that if i drill a hole in my air filter box instead of
buying a cold air intake, it would work the same and at the same time be less costly. Is it true
that i can do this? If so, how big of a hole do i need to drill? Or give me any other info about
this? Kevin answered 11 years ago. Jacob answered 11 years ago. Scooter answered 11 years
ago. I know this is a little late but; I recently, accidentally crushed my air cleaner box on my '05
focus after the ball joint failed and sent me into a ditch. I have access to parts at dealer prices
because I work in the auto tuning field. DON'T alter your air cleaner box!! Take it off and sell the
P. Performance cold air intakes are way cheaper than an OEM, so you could pay or your cold air
with the money you make. And it's really all due to this "Lifetime Air Filter" My opinion is that
it's a total joke. Note: You can fab a pipe to lengthen your intake point. Custom make it to go
down to your fender and make a hole in the fender. Thin expaded metal with metal screen
behind it will serve as a pre-filter. If you are really crafty you can design this to avoid water kick
up, even build a cone chamber to help force the air into the filter. It works, and you'll get more
than a 6hp gain. GuruZB4LJ answered 3 years ago. Can i remove my air filter box on ford fiesta
and add a conefilter which is lying on the engin. If so, how big I put a complete new air intake on
my focus and it does now run right it will buck when I drive it. It seems like it's getting to much
air I tried resetting the computer but that didn't work either. I put a complete new exhaust in and
now it seem like it's getting to much air bc it bucks when I drive it. I tried taking the battery
terminal off for a few minutes so the computer could reset but i Removed air filter box and saw
water in the indicator mounted on the side and dumped water out of box. Is this normal? Should
the filter be replaced? Have had problems with acceleration and hesitat I have a different car.
Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by CarGurus, does not express the opinions of
CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed, screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please
refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it
violates our policies. Air filter box. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo
Photo optional. Related Questions. Start a new Ford Focus question. Sell Your Car Yourself
With a simple, secure transaction. Get Started. Search Ford Focus Questions. CarGurus
Experts. Know more, shop wisely Search. Related Models For Sale. Used Cars for Sale. Honda
City helped make these videos. The engine air filter in your Ford Focus cleans the air that enters
your engine. You should change the filter on your Focus at least once a year or every 20, miles,
whichever comes first. If you drive in dusty or sandy conditions, you should change your filter
more frequently. A dirty air filter will cause your Focus to lose 1 - 3 mpg, depending on your
driving, you can save 70 - gallons of gas per year simply by changing your filter regularly. The
video above, shows you where the engine air filter is located in your Focus and how to change
it! In addition to improving the fuel economy of your Focus, regularly replacing your air filter will
put less strain on your engine. These filters are fairly inexpensive, so check out our parts page
for great deals and coupons on a new one tip: buy several, when you go to check the filter on
your Focus, you can easily swap it for a new one if it is dirty. Hans Angermeier has produced
over , videos showing drivers how to fix things on their cars. He has broad expertise on basic
repair procedures covering the majority of cars on the road. Did you know that the sun wears
out wiper blades faster than rain? Replace your blades twice a year. Car companies often use th
john deere 850 parts diagram
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e same engines in different cars. They also slightly alter the styling and sell the same car by
two different names amongst other tricks to help offset development costs. Our system selects
the most applicable video for your car based, in part, on these characteristics. The video
displayed may not look exactly like your car, but may be relevant enough for you to get a good
idea how to do it. Getting Started - Prepare for the repair. Share on. Full list of part and tools.
Author Hans Angermeier has produced over , videos showing drivers how to fix things on their

cars. Be cool under pressure. Your coolant should perform well under any condition - just like
Aaron Rodgers! Replace your wiper blades. Check transmission fluid level. Harsh downshifts?
Slipping gears? You might be low on transmission fluid. Fix minor oil leaks. Learn how to
diagnose and fix minor oil leaks in your car. See all videos for the Ford Focus. We have a
massive and growing video library, but we don't have everything

