2002 jeep liberty ignition switch problems

Jeep Liberty owners have reported 19 problems related to ignition switch under the electrical
system category. The most recently reported issues are listed below. Also please check out the
statistics and reliability analysis of Jeep Liberty based on all problems reported for the Liberty.
Ignition switch not turning when attempting to crank vehicle. I had recently drove my vehicle.
Prior to the incident my ignition switch made a louder noise when I attempted to turn over the
vehicle. Now it's not working at all. See all problems of the Jeep Liberty. The contact owns a
Jeep Liberty. The contact stated that the vehicle was vandalized, which caused the vehicle to
have required repairs. The insurance company covered the dealer replacing the ignition switch,
wiring, instrument panel, and the 4 wheel drive function, reprogrammed the master key, along
with additional repairs. Months later, the service stability traction control warning lamp flashed
and then remained lit. The contact also heard an abnormal noise while traveling over 40 mph
each time the failure recurred. The vehicle was taken to the dealer who indicated that the clock
spring assembly needed to be replaced, but the part was on backorder. The contact also
checked with a second dealer who also indicated that the part was on backorder. The vehicle
was not repaired. The contact continued to experience the failure while waiting for the part. The
manufacturer was not notified of the failure. The approximate failure mileage was , The vehicle
has been exhibiting issues with the igition switch similar to others such as the gm Chevrolet
cobalt and Saturn ion. The situation is not usually noticed until the vehicle is in motion and one
the the effected systems is used turn signal, hvac, radio systems that are effected and not
receiving power are turn signals, radio, airbag, hvac. This is a dangerous situation and may
result in an accident signal lamps not working, hvac defogger not working or possible airbag
non-deployment in a crash possible injury or fatality. This issue has occured at least 3 times in
the last two weeks. Ignition switch turned off following a right hand turn. Key chain has a
number of keys hanging. The contact stated that the vehicle would not start when the key was
inserted into the ignition and turned to the "on" position. The lights on the dashboard would
illuminate, however the vehicle would not start. The contact also stated that the doors would not
lock properly due to the failure. The failure recurred on multiple occasions. The vehicle was
taken to an independent mechanic and a dealer for diagnostic testing and both stated that the
key was not communicating with the module in the ignition or vise versa. The mechanic stated
that the vehicle needed a new key or the ignition module needed to be replaced. The
manufacturer was notified of the failure. The approximate failure mileage was 97, The VIN was
not available. Tl-the contact owns a Jeep Liberty. The contact stated that they parked the
vehicle and shut the engine off, but could not take the key out of the ignition switch. The
contact was a mechanic and noticed the shifting cable to be loose and pushed the cable back
in, and was able to take the key out of the ignition. The dealer was notified of the problem. The
vehicle had not been repaired. The manufacturer was not made aware of the problem. The
approximate failure mileage was 80, The VIN was unavailable. The key doesn't lock into the
ignition switch and can be removed or fall out during driving. When turning it off, it can be put
in into aux instead and key removed, which can lead to a dead battery. The contact was able to
remove the key from the ignition while the vehicle was started. The failure occurred for six
months. An independent mechanic stated that the ignition switch needed to be replaced. The
manufacturer was notified. When I went to turn my car on yesterday it would turn but would not
turn the car on. The battery was replaced and still it would not turn on. An investigation into the
ignition switch discovered a sing broke part before the tumbler. In order to repair this, the entire
steering collumn needs to be replaced. Two Jeep shops told me this is a common problem, but I
haven't seen a recall. A google search brings up hundreds of unsatisfied owners. It could be in
the thousands. The contact owns a Jeep Liberty sport. The contact stated that the key was
stuck in the ignition and could not be removed. The failure occurred a total of two times. An
authorized dealer was notified and the contact was informed that he would have to cover the
repair costs because there were no recalls or warranties addressing the failure. The contact was
also informed that the ignition switch and actuator would need to be replaced. The
manufacturer was notified, but offered no assistance. The failure mileage was 50, and the
current mileage was 77, The contact attempted to start the vehicle but the key would not turn in
the ignition. The vehicle was towed to an independent mechanic where the contact was advised
that the steering column, ignition switch and lock cylinder needed to be replaced. The vehicle
was repaired. The approximate failure mileage was 53, I have a Jeep Liberty whose ignition
switch just failed. Had it towed and the ignition switch must be replaced which is under
warranty , but it entails also exchanging the steering column which, is not under warranty.
Having read complaint after complaint with Jeep liberties starting with year to present, it
becomes obvious that this is a serious defect and it appears Jeep has done nothing to rectify
this problem and is coercing people even under warranty to pay for this. The parts are not even
immediately available. This has not been resolved yet, but I think it is serious to note the

incident. Thank you. Jeep Liberty ignition switch failed vehicle towed to dealership - part on
back-order still. Ignition switch binds up intermittently also shifter and steering wheel do not
lock up and can move shifter from park without pushing brake. Adjusted shift cable but did not
solve problem. Found that shifter and cable assembly were worn. Removed and replaced shift
interlock cable and gear shift assembly. Test operation ok. While towing our Jeep Liberty le
behind an RV, with key in the first click position, the keys have twice fallen out of the ignition
switch and caused the front wheels to lock in an other than straight-ahead position. This means
the switch has rotated, on its own, to the off position. In the first instance, in , there was no
damage other than some scuffing on the edges of the tires - due to the wheels becoming locked
in an angled state. Chrysler has been contacted, twice in , but stated that the problem was
caused by the tire manufacturer, rather than by the wheels locking. I will be sending the two
letters which I sent to Chrysler, along with a cover letter to your office, with photos showing the
damage to the Jeep Liberty. You may decide whether the wheels locked or the 3 tires just
destroyed themselves. Naturally, Chrysler corporation has only contacted me by phone, so
there is no paper trail, save my few notes when speaking with some person I can barely
understand. Thank you for your time! The steering column inside where ignition switch is
cracked,that what I was told the vehicle has miles on it but it was in a crash and now the
insurance adjuster says it is normal wear. It will not start, and it shorted out the battery. The
ignition switch failed broke. Took to authorized dealer. They replaced switch,which broke
again,during their testing process. I am now advised that there is something with the steering
column that is breaking the switch, dealer says complete steering column has been replaced.
They can not or will not explain what in the column is breaking the ignition switch. There is no
way of knowing if this will even fix the problem. If the switch were to break during vehicle
operation, who knows what the outcome would be. The contact stated that the Jeep Liberty was
experiencing the same symptoms described in recall 07v, but this vehicle was not included.
There was also a buzzing somewhere in the dashboard. The speedometer was acting erratically.
The key became stuck in the ignition. The key sometimes has to be left in the vehicle. Car
Problems. Ignition Switch problem of the Jeep Liberty 1. Ignition Switch problem of the Jeep
Liberty 2. Ignition Switch problem of the Jeep Liberty 3. Ignition Switch problem of the Jeep
Liberty 4. Ignition Switch problem of the Jeep Liberty 5. Ignition Switch problem of the Jeep
Liberty 6. Ignition Switch problem of the Jeep Liberty 7. Ignition Switch problem of the Jeep
Liberty 8. Ignition Switch problem of the Jeep Liberty 9. Ignition Switch problem of the Jeep
Liberty Electrical System problems. Horn Assembly problems. Wiring problems. Ignition
problems. Car Will Not Start problems. Starter problems. Instrument Panel problems.
Underhood Wiring problems. Five problems related to ignition switch have been reported for the
Jeep Liberty. The most recently reported issues are listed below. Please also check out the
statistics and reliability analysis of the Jeep Liberty based on all problems reported for the
Liberty. The vehicle has been exhibiting issues with the igition switch similar to others such as
the gm Chevrolet cobalt and Saturn ion. The situation is not usually noticed until the vehicle is
in motion and one the the effected systems is used turn signal, hvac, radio systems that are
effected and not receiving power are turn signals, radio, airbag, hvac. This is a dangerous
situation and may result in an accident signal lamps not working, hvac defogger not working or
possible airbag non-deployment in a crash possible injury or fatality. This issue has occured at
least 3 times in the last two weeks. When I went to turn my car on yesterday it would turn but
would not turn the car on. The battery was replaced and still it would not turn on. An
investigation into the ignition switch discovered a sing broke part before the tumbler. In order to
repair this, the entire steering collumn needs to be replaced. Two Jeep shops told me this is a
common problem, but I haven't seen a recall. A google search brings up hundreds of
unsatisfied owners. It could be in the thousands. While towing our Jeep Liberty le behind an RV,
with key in the first click position, the keys have twice fallen out of the ignition switch and
caused the front wheels to lock in an other than straight-ahead position. This means the switch
has rotated, on its own, to the off position. In the first instance, in , there was no damage other
than some scuffing on the edges of the tires - due to the wheels becoming locked in an angled
state. Chrysler has been contacted, twice in , but stated that the problem was caused by the tire
manufacturer, rather than by the wheels locking. I will be sending the two letters which I sent to
Chrysler, along with a cover letter to your office, with photos showing the damage to the Jeep
Liberty. You may decide whether the wheels locked or the 3 tires just destroyed themselves.
Naturally, Chrysler corporation has only contacted me by phone, so there is no paper trail, save
my few notes when speaking with some person I can barely understand. Thank you for your
time! The ignition switch failed broke. Took to authorized dealer. They replaced switch,which
broke again,during their testing process. I am now advised that there is something with the
steering column that is breaking the switch, dealer says complete steering column has been

replaced. They can not or will not explain what in the column is breaking the ignition switch.
There is no way of knowing if this will even fix the problem. If the switch were to break during
vehicle operation, who knows what the outcome would be. The key became stuck in the
ignition. The key sometimes has to be left in the vehicle. Car Problems. Ignition Switch problem
1. Ignition Switch problem 2. Ignition Switch problem 3. Ignition Switch problem 4. Ignition
Switch problem 5. Other Electrical System related problems of the Jeep Liberty. Electrical
System problems Electrical System problems. Wiring problems. Starter problems. Ignition
problems. Instrument Panel problems. Horn Assembly problems. Dash Wiring problems. Battery
problems. Underhood Wiring problems. Car Will Not Start problems. Jeep Liberty owners have
reported 21 problems related to ignition under the electrical system category. The most recently
reported issues are listed below. Also please check out the statistics and reliability analysis of
Jeep Liberty based on all problems reported for the Liberty. Tl the contact owns a Jeep Liberty.
The contact stated that the ignition switch failed to turn over to start the vehicle. The failure was
intermittent and occurred several times. The vehicle was not diagnosed by a dealer. The vehicle
was taken to an independent mechanic who replaced the ignition switch, however, the failure
continued. The vehicle was not repaired. The manufacturer was notified of the failure. The
approximate failure mileage was , See all problems of the Jeep Liberty. The contact owns a Jeep
Liberty. The contact stated that the key had become lodged in the ignition. The vehicle was
taken to an independent mechanic who stated that the shifter cable had to be pressed in order
to remove the key. The contact mentioned that the vehicle was going to be taken to the dealer
for repairs, but there was no specific indication as to what caused the problem. The failure and
current mileage was 82, Key will not turn. Ignition is lock. It was parked. Next day, will would not
turn. Need a recall, this should not happen and is hazardous to women being stranded on
highways. This should not have to be paid by consumers for a defect in a Chrysler product. On
fri may 11, 8;30 am. I was driving my Jeep Liberty and notice a strong odor in the vehicle then I
noticed a burning black smoke coming from my drivers side door control panel , as quickly as I
could I pulled off the road into a parking lot , at that time my windows where malfunctioning and
the vehicle was fully engulfed with black smoke turned vehicle off and took keys out of ignition
climb over to passenger side door to exit vehicle and got two children out from the back of the
vehicle. Stood there in shock for a moment , and noticed that the smoke in the vehicle was
starting to dispensed and clearing out. At this point I called the dealership service and told them
what happened and needed emergency tow. When the tow truckdriver got to the location , he
the stated he needed to put the keys in the ignition in order to put the vehicle into n in order to
tow. Noticed window switches had melted and sank into door, at that point the vehicle started to
smoke again but increased threw the window and speaker of drivers side door , tow driver
pulled keys out of ignition and again smoke slowly dispensed. Tow dragged vehicle onto tow
truck instead. I was moments from entering a parkway and the thought of what would have
happened to myself and family if I would have not been able to get off the road in time!! My key
will not turn in the ignition of the Jeep Liberty. The key was inserted fully because electrical
came on to alert me that the key was in the ignition when I opened the driver door the warning
beeps came on to signify key still in ignition. The ignition simply would not turn. I had to have
my car towed to a mechanic and have since learned from online research that this is a very
common problem with Jeep Liberty's and many Chrysler products. The solutions seem to be
patchwork workarounds that people have come up with independent of Chrysler's help. Key
would not turn on car. Opened up steering column to find small rod that pushes button on
ignition was broken. Jeep dealership says cannot replace rod has to replace entire steering
column. My Jeep Liberty limited's ignition will not turn with the key in place. First occurrence, I
was able to jiggle the key and get it to finally turn to start, 2nd time it took me bout 10 mins of
jiggling the key and it finally turned and started. Now the 4th time and it's sitting in our garage,
will not turn to start. Key is stuck in ignition which is unsafe to leave vehicle unattended at any
time, my dealer has advised me that the problem is the gear shifter and since the vehicle is
easily shifted into gear without a key it could have rolled away if placed in the neutral or drive
gear. Put the key in the ignition, but it can't turn, even while fiddling with the steering wheel. If I
then tap on the key with something, then it might turn. Key stuck in the ignition and unable to
remove. Had to remove gear shift console and push in a metal piece so that car computer would
register that the car was in park. The ignition key of my Jeep Liberty will not turn. Has corrected
itself after a few hours in the past. As of today we have been without a car for 3 days. My key on
my my Jeep Liberty will no longer turn the ignition. When I parked my Jeep Liberty and
attempted to turn the key and pull it out of the ignition, the key would not come out. It would go
no further than the lock position. It appears that the shifting cable that reads when the car is in
park and enables one to remove the key had failed and was not reading that my car was actually
in park. I had to press the cable down in order to remove my key. I did a google search for the

problem and it appears to be a common problem for the Jeep Liberty. Now my shifter does not
stop between gears, it simply slides through them without having to press the button that would
normally lock them in place. I can shift from reverse to park without pressing the break and
without pushing the button. In order to pull my key out I have to take the cover off and press
down on the cable. Now that I noticed it is a common problem with other Jeep Liberty's, I think a
recall is in order. At miles from new it became difficult to remove the key even though the
vehicle was in park. Sometimes the driver had to restart the vehicle several times and move the
gearshift into park multiple times before the key could be removed. After this occurred many
times the vehicle was returned to the dealer for repair. Unknown parts were replaced and the
problem was fixed. Now at miles from new the problem has reoccurred. From reading blogs on
the web this is a longstanding problem that the manufacturer is unable or unwilling to correct
permanently! It would not restart until 20 minutes later. The stalling is intermittent and has
happened 30 times. The vehicle was taken to dealer after each incident; however the problem
could not be duplicated. After the last incident the dealer repaired 2 ignition wires, it is
undetermined if this corrected the problem. The manufacturer has not been alerted. I have an
'03 Jeep Liberty and 2 years after we bought it, we started having trouble with the ignition
cylinder. It started to freeze up and would not turn some times,until it got to the place it would
not turn at all. So we took it to dade Jeep Chrysler in south miami,FL. And so they replace the
ignition cylinder and tunblers [supposedly]. And that was in '05 and here we are in '08, and
we're having the same identical problem again. And their telling me I have to buy another
ignition. The Jeep is just 5yrs. I can remember when something like that would last the life of
the vehicle. While I was approaching an intersection the speed limit was 45 mph , I tried to apply
the brakes and they were locked. My steering was also locked that I couldn't turn. Thank god
the signal just turned green for me as I coasted right through it and finally came to a stop on its
own. I am very unhappy with this vehicle. I could have been in a serious accident, or better yet,
dead! I no longer feel safe in this vehicle. My lease is up in 11 months and I will no longer
purchase a daimler Chrysler vehicle. The contact stated that when attempting to start the
vehicle, the ignition would seize and the steering wheel could not be turned. Also, when driving
approximately 5 mph, there was an abnormal clicking heard from the steering column. The
vehicle was taken to the dealer where they advised the contact that the ignition needed to be
replaced. The vehicle was repaired but the failure recurred approximately four months later. The
vehicle was repaired a second time but the repairs were made by the contact. The failure
mileage was approximately 43, The VIN was unavailable. While exiting red light the consumer
vehicle oil light came on, then all the lights on the dash came on. Power steering went out and
all controls. All power off. Car would start briefly and cut off. Car was totaled. Dealer notified.
Jeep Liberty , ignition problems. Key goes into ignition but will not move backwards or forward,
steering is locked as well. Occurs a couple times a year so far, usually by fiddling with it after 15
minutes I can get it started up. Not this time, the key won't budge either way and my car won't
start. Car Problems. Ignition problem of the Jeep Liberty 1. Ignition problem of the Jeep Liberty
2. Ignition problem of the Jeep Liberty 3. Ignition problem of the Jeep Liberty 4. Ignition problem
of the Jeep Liberty 5. Ignition problem of the Jeep Liberty 6. Ignition problem of the Jeep Liberty
7. Ignition problem of the Jeep Liberty 8. Ignition problem of the Jeep Liberty 9. Ignition problem
of the Jeep Liberty Electrical System problems. Horn Assembly problems. Wiring problems. Car
Will Not Start problems. Ignition Switch problems. Starter problems. Instrument Panel problems.
Underhood Wiring problems. So how do you find out what problems are occurring? Any
duplicates or errors? It's not us. Don't waste your time wasting ours! If you are interested in
advertising a for-profit service, contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on
Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Add Complaint. Jeep Liberty , ignition problems.
Key goes into ignition but will not move backwards or forward, steering is locked as well.
Occurs a couple times a year so far, usually by fiddling with it after 15 minutes I can get it
started up. Not this time, the key won't budge either way and my car won't start. My Jeep Liberty
limited's ignition will not turn with the key in place. First occurrence, I was able to jiggle the key
and get it to finally turn to start, 2nd time it took me bout 10 mins of jiggling the key and it finally
turned and started. Now the 4th time and it's sitting in our garage, will not turn to start. While
towing our Jeep Liberty le behind an rv, with key in the first click position, the keys have twice
fallen out of the ignition switch and caused the front wheels to lock in an other than
straight-ahead position. This means the switch has rotated, on its own, to the off position. In the
first instance, in , there was no damage other than some scuffing on the edges of the tires - due
to the wheels becoming locked in an angled state. Chrysler has been contacted, twice in , but
stated that the problem was caused by the tire manufacturer, rather than by the wheels locking.
I will be sending the two letters which I sent to Chrysler, along with a cover letter to your office,
with photos showing the damage to the Jeep Liberty. You may decide whether the wheels

locked or the 3 tires just destroyed themselves. Naturally, Chrysler corporation has only
contacted me by phone, so there is no paper trail, save my few notes when speaking with some
person I can barely understand. Thank you for your time! Search CarComplaints. Ignition key
will not turn once it is in the ignition. Because of this the car cannot be started. The gear shifter
cannot be moved into neutral. The key, rocking the car, turning the steering wheel, working the
gear shifter, changing the tilt of the steering column, have no affect on the situation. Will not
release the steering column. There have been variations of this happening over the last year
and after a few jiggles it worked just fine, but now the ignition will not turn. Not what you are
looking for? Search for something else:. These include stalling issues, not starting, and no
power to the radio or accessories. That is called the lock cylinder. The ignition switch typically
sits directly behind the lock cylinder. It has three main functions. The most noticeable symptom
of a bad ignition switch is stalling. Your Liberty stalls because the faulty switch turns off the
fuel pump or power to the ignition. When this happens, the engine will not be able to run until it
gets that signal back. If your Jeep Liberty is starting right up, but then immediately dies, that is
a very good indication that the ignition switch is bad. But, you are getting it when the starter is
engaged. You release the key, and your Liberty immediately dies. A bad ignition switch can
cause your Liberty not to start at all. And, it can keep your Liberty from starting in a couple of
different ways. The engine will just turn over with no spark. The ignition switch is responsible
for sending power to the accessories. So, if you find yourself in a situation where your Liberty
runs, but nothing else in it works, it may be a bad ignition system causing your problems. There
are a few parts of the electrical system that work without the key at all for safety reasons, such
as the headlights, brake lights, horn, and dome light. Things such as the power windows but not
power locks , sunroof, radio, rear defrost, and climate control are all going to depend on the
ignition switch for power. The opposite of having the power not going to the accessories, fuel
pump, ECM, and ignition is having them continue to get power even though the key has been
turned to the off position. These were a few of the most common symptoms of a bad ignition
switch in your Jeep Liberty. If there is anything that you would like to add, please leave a
comment below. Thank you for reading, and good luck! Power the Accessories- This should be
what you get when you turn the key to the first position. This allows you to use the power
windows, radio, and any other accessory that is equipped in your Jeep Liberty. Ignition- This
position activates your ignition system and the fuel pump. At this point fuel is pressurized at the
fuel rails, and the engine is ready to fire the plugs when it turns over. Starter- This position
cranks the starter. Stalling on the Road The most noticeable symptom of a bad ignition switch is
stalling. Starts then Dies If your Jeep Liberty is starting right up, but then immediately dies, that
is a very good indication that the ignition switch is bad. Lack of Power to Accessories The
ignition switch is responsible for sending power to the accessories. Battery Draining The
opposite of having the power not going to the accessories, fuel pump, ECM, and ignition is
having them continue to get power even though the key has been turned to the off position. I
love the Internets. Even more so, I love the people who take the time to share their knowledge to
help out their common man or woman or transgendered individual. Last week I pulled into the
Post Office and ran inside to drop off a package. When I returned to my beloved Jeep, I turned
the key andâ€¦ nothing. Actually, there were lights, but they were accompanied by silence.
There was a diagram and a suggestion to jumper the starter relay to bypass the ignition
process. I found a small piece of copper wire, jumpered the relay pins, and sure enough, little
Thumper started cranking like a champ. I pulled the relay back out and drove home, saving
myself the time, hassle, and cost of a tow! Very cool. I actually spent the next week starting the
car this way while waiting for parts to arrive. The jeep will fire up as soon as the pins hit the
contacts. Surprisingly enough, it turns out that the METAL in my actuator pin housing had
broken, not the actual plastic pin. Dorman Ignition Switch Actuator Pin. Here is a link on
youtube that illustrates the entire process. Great tutorial. I believe they are actually changing
the pin on a PT Cruiser, but the process is nearly identical. I also highly recommend reading the
post on Lost Jeeps to prep yourself with general knowledge before undertaking the work! You
still have to use your key, so you just turn the car off as you normally would. Here's clarification
from the original post: "I actually spent the next week starting the car this way while waiting for
parts to arrive. That didn't show for me and still doesn't however also for your liberty when you
turned your key off were your dash lights still illuminated because mine stay on Saved a lot of
money by replacing the ignition actuator pin. Truck started immediately! Thank you again. Just
finished with it- runs beautiful. A grateful person from CT. Right on! My liberty have a remote
starter one morning dont start , I will replace ign switch and try the wire in the relay , I hope
work for me. Jeep Liberty Sounds like my problem. Car started With the after market remote
starter. I assume that bypasses the Ignition lock. Put key in and away I go use key to turn off. Be
a good check to see if my normal mechanic tries to hose me on cost of job. Otherwise I'll just do

it. Update to June 6 post. Mechanic called back and said I need to have key reprogrammed? So I
said both go bad same time? Told him of pin and switch and he got a little snide about my "self
diagnosis" Didnt seem to care for the fact that I knew parts. Which means I know price. Never
called back with a quote for job. So now Ex mechanic and I'll just do it myself. If you have only
one key, you have to have the dealership program it, so it's always good to have three keys in
case one gets lost. Thank you, thank you, thank you. My Jeep Liberty Sport started having
issues with the key switch, and as soon as I found your article on replacing the actuator I got
the two parts mentioned in your article and was waiting for the safety screw drivers to arrive
when the actuator finally gave up. I was prepared, and when the screw drivers arrived today, I
got to work on problem. To think a 64 year old woman could follow instructions to a T, and get
the job done is one thing, but the amount of money I saved by not having to take my Jeep to a
dealer or auto shop is fantastic. Thanks so much for posting this information. I'm certain that
I'm experiencing the actuator pin failure in my 06 liberty. However, before I figured out how to
troubleshoot this with a DMM, I went ahead and replaced the starter, as my car was apparoching
k miles making it seem plausible. Since discovering it is the actuator pin, I tried the relay trick in
your blog. Doing this will crank the starter, but the car won't fire up because it's either not
getting fuel or spark. So my question is: is there more to the shorting the relay trick or did I
possibly compound the problem somehow when I swapped out the starter? I'm replacing the
ignition switch and pin today, but I'm very worried since you said your car was able to run with
the relay trick. I have a spring that came out while doing this job and I can't figure out where it
came from? I vaguely remember that spring it's been quite a while since I did this. I would check
the threads on this topic on Lost Jeeps, etc. I think there was mention of the spring there
something along the lines of "be careful; there's a little spring that will pop out and you won't
know where it came from! When it first happened, I was using a paperclip I found in the parking
lot I wouldn't recommend keeping it that way though. This just happened to my liberty with
slightly over k miles! We put the starter in first too But after finding this thread In case anyone
was wondering Ignition Switch Actuator Pin, broken, same as in most of the pics out there. So I
replaced it as well as the Ignition Switch, easy enough to do. Worked fine for a month or so and
then started to happen again. I figured I had used to much force or something and broke it again
so I ordered another and plopped it on in. The other one had not broken, figured I had done
something during the replacement. Last less then a week and started again. I could always
shove a screw driver into the switch and start it right up, so I figured it had to part of that entire
assembly. So I order another pin, switch, and key cylinder, all three, plopped them all in.
Worked wonderfully until July Still can put the screwdriver in and start, so it has to e part of that
assembly. Found that if push on the Ignition Switch at the same time I turn the key, it works. So
a made a wedge to push for me. Not the best fix in the world but it works. I'm wondering if
anyone has any other suggestions about what could be causing this particular situation. I sure
hope this is still going.. I have a 06 jeep liberty all same issues. I tried to jumper the starter relay
and it would try to start but it just wouldnt go. Any ideas?? Wonderful that this thread is still
alive My daughter's Liberty one time would not start but then has been starting ever since
without us having found any reason or done anything to it. Then it died on her one time when
she was driving along. Could the one instance of it not starting and the so far one instance of it
dying be related? I'm thinking the dying incident was like the key shutting off. Is the pin
opposed by some kind of spring force that will act to move the switch to the "OFF" position if
the pin breaks? Note that after the one incidence of the Liberty dying, she was able to restart
and drive home. Thanks for any insight provided. Daryl A. You were right , a broken piece of pot
metal on the end. The only problem I had was I had to file a few thousands off the pot metal end
to fit it in the switch. It shouldn't be a tight fit , but don't file too much because this is where the
old one broke. I really appreciate your info. Thanks Daryl A. My jeep liberty will not crank and
the lights stay on now when it is in the off position with the key out. Also you do not really feel
the click motions from off to on to start now. Any help or suggestions are appreciated. I have
bypassed the starter and the starter goes, I have no power on my 15amp starter fuse when
cranked. This Leads me to believe this is also my ignition switch actuator that is the problem.
Can anyone advise on how I can test before pulling my ignition apart? I have a jeep liberty sport
and i pulled into my mechanics garage to have something looked at and when i tirned it off it
wouldn't start back i jad all the dash lights amd headlights worked bit still wouldn't start. Even
put the jumper cables on ot and nothing. So does this sound like my ignition switch? I had this
issue today saw this post tried it and i be dam!! Worked like a charm!! Thanks a lot. Post a
Comment. Below is a gallery of the photos I took while changing things out. Labels:
do-it-yourself , how to , Jeep. Newer Post Older Post Home. Subscribe to: Post Comments
Atom. The ignition switch on your Jeep Grand Cherokee is the central control for all of the
electrical components in your Jeep. It is located behind the key cylinder, in the steering column

of your Jeep. If the switch is faulty, it will affect your engine, accessories and all of the electrical
functions of your truck. The switch is a dealer item, so to replace it you will need to contact a
Jeep dealer. Remove the lower cover from the steering column. Remove the three screws
securing it in place using a Philips screwdriver. Insert the ignition key into the key cylinder. The
slot is located on the back of the ignition switch. Position the slot so it is just beyond a degree
angle. Attach the two electrical connections to the back of the ignition switch. Verify that the
locking tabs fully seat into the connections. Insert the switch into the steering column and
secure it with the Torx hea
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d screw. Torque the screw to 26 inch-pounds using your torque wrench with a Torx bit.
Reattach the lower cover to the steering column. Insert and tighten the three retaining screws to
secure it into place, using a Philips head screwdriver. Tara Kimball is a former accounting
professional with more than 10 years of experience in corporate finance and small business
accounting. She has also worked in desktop support and network management. Her articles
have appeared in various online publications. Step 1 Remove the lower cover from the steering
column. Step 2 Insert the ignition key into the key cylinder. Step 3 Attach the two electrical
connections to the back of the ignition switch. Step 4 Insert the switch into the steering column
and secure it with the Torx head screw. Step 5 Reattach the lower cover to the steering column.
Test the ignition switch to be sure that it is functioning properly. Be sure to disconnect the car's
battery before you begin work on the car's electrical system.

