2002 chevy cavalier fuel pump problems

If you have a full tank of gasoline and your Cavalier just stops running, you could have an issue
with the fuel system. Most of the fuel system problems come from the fuel pump located in the
gas tank of the Cavalier, but it can be a fuel filter as well. You can troubleshoot the fuel system
on the Cavalier with a few tools right at home and save yourself the cost of taking it in to the
auto shop. Pop up the hood on your Cavalier and set the parking brake. Locate the fuel line that
enters the injector system. You will find the line on the top of the engine. You can follow the line
back under the car and see it continues back to the fuel tank if you have trouble locating it.
Remove the fuel line from the injector unit with the pliers by squeezing the clamp and pulling
the clamp back on the line. Have your small container there to catch any fuel. Have your friend
turn on the key and notice if fuel starts to flow. Have your friend turn off the key quickly. If you
did not have fuel flow, then move on to the next step. Place two wood blocks at the left rear tire.
You will place one block in front, and one behind the tire. This will keep the car from rolling.
Jack up the passenger rear tire with the floor jack by positioning the jack under the frame and
pumping. Once the passenger rear side of the car is high enough to slide under, place the jack
stand under the frame to hold the car in position. Slide under the car on the passenger rear and
find the fuel filter. The fuel filter is located in the fuel line under the passenger side of the
Cavalier. Remove the fuel filter connection on the front side of the filter by pulling back the clip
on the line with your hand. The front side of the filter is the side closer to the engine. Have your
friend turn the key on and off again quickly. Notice if any fuel flows out the filter. If no fuel flows
out, then you have an issue with the fuel pump or the fuel filter. Remove the other side of the
filter clip and remove the filter completely. Have your friend turn the key on and off again. If fuel
still does not flow, then you will need to replace the fuel pump unit in the fuel tank. If fuel flows
through the line, then you need to replace the fuel filter. Katie B. Marsh is a self-published
author, article writer, screenwriter, and inventor. After graduating from South Coast College of
Court Reporting, she worked as a congressional and freelance court reporter for eight years.
She began her writing career in Her content may be found on amazon. She completed her first
screenplay in October Step 1 Pop up the hood on your Cavalier and set the parking brake. Step
2 Remove the fuel line from the injector unit with the pliers by squeezing the clamp and pulling
the clamp back on the line. Step 3 Have your friend turn on the key and notice if fuel starts to
flow. Step 4 Place two wood blocks at the left rear tire. Step 5 Jack up the passenger rear tire
with the floor jack by positioning the jack under the frame and pumping. Step 6 Slide under the
car on the passenger rear and find the fuel filter. Search your problem. More specific problems:.
Top problems. Fuel pump cant hear kick on Chevrolet Cavalier 2. Fuel pump Sensors Relays. I
bought a new fuel pump and a new fuel relay sensor plugged everything back up on fuel pump
and I still can't hear my fuel pump kick on what could it be? Comment Same issue here. Fuel
pump not getting enough fuel want to check out voltage to pump. Fuel pump. No fuel everynow
and then you hear pump come on but car only runs for a few seconds. Stells after warmed up
Solved Chevrolet Cavalier 2 dr. Start the car up when it's cold and runs fine. Gets up to
operating temperature and stalls. Tried starting turns over but won't run. Let it cool down for a
half an hour will run after starting. Checked coil packs when cold there's spark. Check them
after the car stalls out no spark. Replaced coil packs does the same thing. What could it be. It
gets fuel cause you can hear the fuel pump running when you turn the key. Any insight would
be appreciated. Thank you. Best answer according to Mook. If anyone out there has this
problem. Check for spark if there's no spark then check again after it cools down. If there is
spark after cooldown it's the ignition control module behind the coil packs which are mounted
onto. Engine Fuel pump Battery Won't start Starting. Hello, I have a Cavalier , 2. The fuel pump
and the damaged battery were changed and now it does not start no matter what you do. It
seems as though the battery was disconnected. What can be happening? You should check
your battery's connections. It would be advisable to know whether the starter has something to
do with your problem, and you can check this by creating a direct link between the battery's
positive wire to the solenoid and seeing if it starts or not. Fuel pump Tire pressure sensor
Oxygen sensor Stalls. Hi everyone, I have a Cavalier 96, 2. Since the day I bought it, I've been
having starting problems. And even worse, sometimes once you finally made it start working,
you need to accelerate it continuously or either it stalls. The fuel pump has already been
checked and I've been adviced to change the TPS and oxygen sensors. What do you think? Fuel
pump Won't start Stalls Starting. When you turn it over it will start but it dies right away. When
you go to try it again it won't start. It has a new useds fuel pump with only a week and a half of
minimal driving on it. Electrical Chevrolet Cavalier Coup 2. Fuel pump Fuses. No power to fuel
pump fuses and a few other fuses car cranks. But won't. Crank, no start, no fuel pressure
Chevrolet Cavalier Base. Battery Fuel pump relay. New parts: battery, fuel pump assembly and
filter, fuel pump relay. No pressure at the fuel rail, have spark. No codes. Problems with a
Cavalier? Share them. I solved my problem or question. Crea tu usuario en el sitio. Do you like

StartMyCar? Follow us on Facebook. Log in Sign up. Did you find the website helpful? Browse
site version for:. Help Privacy Terms Feedback Publish with us. Submit comment. Submit
comment Cancel. Submit reply. Submit reply Cancel. Every now and then the car will not start.
Turn the key on, fuel pump does not prime. Sometimes a light tap on the backseat will cause the
pump to run. Sometimes I have to tap on the bottom of the tank in order to get it to run. The
most effective method I have discovered, is to remove the back seat and tap the center hump
under the seat with a mallet. Usually then the pump will prime and the car will start. This has
been going on for the last 2 years or so. Every once in a while, the car will die while running.
Sometimes it will restart right away, sometimes I will need to tap around with the mallet to get it
to start. Usually, once I get the car started, it stays running, however. Every now and then I
experience a momentary loss of power, only for a second or two, and suddenly it surges back. I
believe this is the fuel pump ceasing to operate momentarily, and then resuming operation on
its own. The fuel pump has been changed 3 times, filter twice. The last time the pump and filter
was changed was by a very experienced and reputable mechanic. I have since taken the car
back to him twice after that repair which was 6 months ago , and both times that he has had it 1
week - 2 weeks , the car only misbehaved once, and by the time they rolled it into the shop, it
was working fine he did not charge me anything for the subsequent visits. He checked the fuse
box, replaced the pigtail, checked the harness, tested, probed, ripped apart what he could think
of.. The previous time that he had it, it behaved for 2 months straight, and then suddenly started
having frequent issues when the weather got a bit colder though its done this on cold days,
warm days, warm days going cold, cold days going warm, rainy days, etc. He is about as
frustrated with it as I am. I just picked the car up from them yesterday, after they had it for two
weeks. Started and ran fine on the way home. This morning, it would not start. Yanked out the
back seat, tapped the sheet metal above the tank.. Same thing coming home, would not start,
tapped and it started. Experienced a brief loss of power one time within the first 5 mins of
driving, but after that it was fine. Talking to some folks, they suggested that it might be the
neutral safety switch, or possibly the fuel pump collision cutoff switch. Other folks suggest that
it may be the ignition switch, that the car might be going into "theft" mode. I have tried tapping
on the steering column a couple of times to get the pump running, but that has not yet been
effective. Only tapping on or near the fuel tank seems to work. The starter never fails to operate,
and I am not sure whether or not any of those switches would interlock the starter as well as the
pump. This is a very frustrating problem, particularly due to the fact that it seems to go dormant
every time I take it back to the mechanic. It is my wife's car, and she absolutely refuses to drive
it now. Really don't want to buy a different car at this point in time. I am somewhat mechanically
inclined I replaced the pump and filter myself the first 2 times, before giving up and going to the
shop , and I am able to do some diagnoses, though I have no garage, and it is cold here in the
midwest, so my abilities are limited. You might even be able to use it from the front seat. Maybe
the pump itself is not bad but the wires to it? Run a new temporary wire from your battery with a
toggle switch to the fuel pump and run it manually for a period of time. If the problem does not
happen when you manually run the pump you know you have an electrical problem If that's the
only problem you have with a Cavalier count your lucky stars, and knock on some wood. Odd
though how tapping above the tank causes it to start, when we replaced the pigtail leading from
the pump to the harness connection behind the tank. Everything in the tank and from the tank is
new. Also, the bundle of wires leading to the harness runs across the back seat before going
out to the harness connection. So I guess it could either be something loose at the harness
connection on the chassis, or a broken wire inside the bundle running across the back seat. Of
course, the problem only arises when I need to get somewhere in a certain amount of time, and
not when I'm just going for a leisurely drive I thought this was the CR4 drinking game and we
are supposed to chug a beer each time someone says "Cavalier"! I had the same issue with a
'72 MG Midget fuel pump. That masochistic component required a firm thumping with a wrench
every couple of days. Think I may have located the loose connection. After my fourth time trying
to catch it in a no-start state on Sunday, I finally was able to be in a no-start condition with time
to troubleshoot. I kicked the kick panel a couple of times where the fuel pump assembly cable
attaches in the front Crawled underneath and wiggled the harness coming off of the fuel pump
assembly. Pump ran and car started. Thinking a couple of zip ties and some dielectric grease
may take care of the problem, but I will wait until the temps are back up in the double digits So I
know that it is my wife Any furthur news on your Cavlier Chittle? I can confirm for certain that it
is the connection under that backseat that is my problem same as yours. After wiggling it and
shoving it in furthur, I was running for a while with very few problems every now and then I
would need to coax it. Thought I was gonna be able to get through just fine until warmer
weather allowed me to do some more work on it. Now, seems like every day I'm having to mess
with it I'm thinking I might drill out the rivets on that plate too, and see if I can't maybe run a

couple of wires bypassing the connector for the fuel pump power.. Hi Methaneb I need your
help. I have the same car with exactly the same problem where I have to bang on the rear seat or
on the fuel tank itself in order for the car to start. Tell me, do you still have the car? What exactly
did you do to finally fix the problem? Help please. I confirmed that my problem was in the
connector on the passenger side of the car under the back seat by jiggling it one day when the
pump would not run, and then turning the key. I then drilled a small hole through the floorpan
and ran 2 wires for the fuel pump, bypassing the connector going through the floor pan. The
heavy grey wire is the positive for the pump, one of the black wires of the same gauge is for the
ground. If you are not sure, jiggle each wire one at a time while listening to the fuel pump. I used
quicktaps to attach the wires on both side, used nuts and bolts to secure the connector back
down to the pan, and used liquid electrical tape to seal the hole I drilled. It may be a good idea
to use some kind of sleeve around the wires you run in to protect them from the sharp edges
from the drilled hole, to prevent them from shorting to the chassis. Let me know if you need any
more direction. Sorry that Carl did not post anything further. I stumbled upon this in his emails
Carl passed away in a car accident instantly. I ended up selling the car, not know how to deal
with it or life in general. Thanks everyone for trying to help him Help me. New Post. Comments
Format:. Subscribe to Discussion :. CR4 allows you to "subscribe" to a discussion so that you
can be notified of new comments to the discussion via email. Rating Vote:. Score 1 Score 2
Score 3 Score 4 Score 5. Add Vote. Thanks, -Paul. Pathfinder Tags: cavalier fuel pump.
Interested in this topic? By joining CR4 you can "subscribe" to this discussion and receive
notification when new comments are added. Comments rated to be Good Answers: These
comments received enough positive ratings to make them "good answers". Check out these
comments that don't yet have enough votes to be "official" good answers and, if you agree with
them, rate them! I'd suggest a 7 iron. It has a padded grip, and the long shaft allows one to
swing with greater velocity. No more "Almost" Good Answers. Could have a bad ground
Regards, -R. No more Good Answers. Go to first "Almost" Good Answer. Good grief! We need
to start back charging Chevrolet for Cavalier answers. That pump must've been made by Lucas
Electrics. Two sticks of dynamite and a new car usually works for most Cavalier issues. Ask a
Question Start a Discussion. Next in Forum: 02 Chevy Cavalier 2. Change Mode. Rate this.
Comments: Nested. Register to Reply. Fuel pump intermittently fails to operate. Register to
Reply Score 1 for Good Answer. Posts: Good Answers: Register to Reply Good Answer Score 2.
Register to Reply Off Topic Score 5. Transportation: Go. So how do you find out what problems
are occurring? Any duplicates or errors? It's not us. Don't waste your time wasting ours! If you
are interested in advertising a for-profit service, contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the
word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Add Complaint. Consumer states
that the vehicle was not able to be restarted and was towed to a dealer. The dealer stated that
the fuel pump had gone out. Whole vehicle filled with gas fumes. Check gauges light went on
and fuel gauge failed in idle. My car is two and a half years old and has a lot of highway miles. I
had 80, miles on the car I have been able to log well over , miles on past cars over years due to
highway mileage. One night while driving home the "trac-off" light would come on and the car
would occasionally lose speed. Eventually the trac off light stayed on the car began to die out
along the side of the role. As a result I had my car towed in and the fuel pump was replaced. I
wrote to GM but was rejected on reimbursement. Search CarComplaints. When driving, can
smell coolant and see greasy film on windshield. Which makes all occupants thirsty. Engine
temperature gauge keeps moving around, and stays above normal most of the time. Was driving
and the car just died out on me, I restarted the car and moved off the busy highway. With all of
these incidents, I took it to the dealer shop but was told there was nothing wrong with it. I took it
to a mechanic and he told me that the heat sensor was out as well as the thermostat. The gauge
continued to move up and down. I had a fuel pump replaced but it was a defective part. This was
all in the course of three months. Front rotors warped prematurely, about every miles.
Premature fuel pump failure, causing engine to shut off. Not what you are looking for? Search
for something else:. Purchased the car from a private owner. He was the original owner. He had
all service records. The car had a mileage of ,, which I considered high, but he had maintained
the vehicle. Had no problems until I drove it from Georgia to Ohio. Started having problems.
Four months after being in Ohio the fuel pump went out. Car was driven back to Georgia and
then back to Ohio. It lasted for another year and a half. In November, car just stopped working.
Had it checked out by "ally mechanics" and decided to part it out. Overall the car was no
problem, but when it went down, it really went down. Overall, I had the vehicle for almost 2
years. When I bought it I expected to get a couple of years out of it. Yeah,my fuel pump failed on
a trip about 60 miles from home, on the Interstate. Myers, VA. Investment of time was probably
about ten hours - about five for the towing and part pickup and about five for the actual
replacement. Would have really been awful if my diagnosis was wrong though. I was out and

about running errands with my daughters when we were sitting in a parking lot and I noticed
that my car shut off. Needless to say it would not start and I had to get it towed. Come to find
out it was the fuel pump. It's ridiculous. If it weren't for these cheap cars, techs wouldn't have a
purpose. Come to find out, my sister the year before replaced hers, same car, just model and
the year after, my friend replaced hers but it was a model. No right to complain felt here. Just a
pain to deal with. Just wanted to be fair and point out that there are many Cavaliers that have
served their owners well -- we have owned three with no major or even minor problems. That
does not mean the whole line or make is at fault or should be sworn off forever. Cavs have
served us very well. Car is a piece of crap had tons of other problems but changed the 1st fuel
pump after about 4 years. Car runs fine for a while then it starts to sputter. Did the gas treatment
thing and changed the plugs and wires. I have been replacing parts on this car since the
warranty ran out. Its no wonder GM is in so much trouble. Quality matters. I'll never buy another
GM product. Car began stopping at various times, sometimes it would run then at other times it
would not start. I had it to mechanics several times but it would always start at thier location
and then not start again later. This caused a severe disappointment in a Chevrolet product. This
is way past warranty age but my son owned two Caveliers a and a the same as my car and both
of his ran fine to well over , miles and six years of age. He bought a Mitsubishi Raider truck and
is very happy with that purchase and states that he will never by an American made vehicle
again. Love this site. Same problem 2 years ago. I work out of town, car died on the way back
from the airport. She was alone with my daughter, stranded on the side of the highway. I was
flying back up north for work. Wasn't til the next morning I had heard about the problem. I'm not
holding my breath Pain in the butt. I had to fix it myself since I didn't get a warranty, it took a
whole day to fix. Luckily auto zone had the pump in stock and I was only left without a drivable
car for a couple days. It was a degrees Celsius in the middle of a Canadian winter when my fuel
pump decided to go; I was able to start the vehicle without any problems. Then the RPM's
started fluctuat
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ing at an alarming rate and it stalled on me. I tried to get it started, but to no avail. The car
would crank which led me to put the car in ignition and try to hear the "whirling" sound of a fuel
pump; no luck. Luckily she was still under GM's powertrain warranty I got lucky The Cavaliers
and Sunfires especially model years are notorious for fuel pumps. This was definitely a piss off
as waiting 40 minutes for a bus in weather really sucks. If you have a for-profit service, contact
us. Ask your Chevrolet dealer. Most Common Solutions: replaced 10 reports not sure 1 reports.
Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this
page. Helpful websites No one has added a helpful site for this Cavalier problem yet. Be the
first! Find a good Chevrolet mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip
code: A free service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not
what you are looking for? Search for something else:.

