1993 ford escort manual transmission fluid

One of the single most important components on a car is the transmission. Yet the transmission
fluid level is the most neglected inspection performed on most automatic vehicles. A well
serviced and maintained automatic transmission on a Ford Escort will typically deliver an
extended and reliable service. However, if left unchecked, it can also be one of the most
expensive repairs a car owner could experience. Simply checking the Ford Escort transmission
fluid properly, and routinely, can save the transmission from potential failure. Shift the gear
lever through all gears slowly between park and low gear for three cycles. Set the gear lever in
park and leave the vehicle running at idle speed. Pull the fluid level dipstick from the fluid tube
and wipe it clean with a shop rag. Remove the transmission fluid level dipstick again and view
the end of the stick to determine the fluid level within the transmission. If it's below, fill it with
transmission fluid to a level between these two marks. Replace the dipstick into the
transmission fluid dipstick tube and push it in until it is seated completely. Damon Hildebrand is
a retired U. Navy veteran. He has more than 15 years within the oil and gas industry in both
technical and managerial positions. Hildebrand has been a technical writer and communicator
for the last four years. He is a certified specialists in lubrication and tribology, as well as a
certified maintenance and reliability professional. Step 1 Drive the car for a short trip to warm
the transmission fluid. Step 2 Park the vehicle on level ground and set the emergency brake.
Step 3 Shift the gear lever through all gears slowly between park and low gear for three cycles.
Step 5 Pull the fluid level dipstick from the fluid tube and wipe it clean with a shop rag. Step 6
Reinsert the fluid level dipstick into the tube and push it in all the way. Step 7 Remove the
transmission fluid level dipstick again and view the end of the stick to determine the fluid level
within the transmission. Step 8 Replace the dipstick into the transmission fluid dipstick tube
and push it in until it is seated completely. Shut the engine off and close the hood.
Transmission fluid level dipstick will normally indicate the correct type of transmission fluid to
use with a specific transmission. Do not overfill an automatic transmission fluid level, as
damage could occur. After you bought a used transmission as the seller told you to use straight
10W motor oil as both ford and mazda call for mercon ATF in both manual and automatic
transmissions. If you took the seller's advise and used motor oil you could have damaged the
second transmission and had to take the damaged transmission back out and put a third
transmission in and this time you use mercon ATF. Thats exactly what it takes, your welcome.
Trending News. For Tiger Woods, golf is secondary at this point. FOMO trend is fueling a
homebuying surge. Poll: Partisan divide over vaccine acceptance grows. Official on Woods:
He's 'very fortunate' to be alive. State tax changes could mean bigger refunds for some. Mars
rover's giant parachute carried secret message. Samsung's Galaxy Watch 3 down to
all-time-low price. Chris Harrison's 'Bachelor' future up in the air. Update: the guy I bought the
transmission from said to use 10w non detergent oil. Update 2: I don't know where would I find
that out. Answer Save. What does Ford specify as the correct lubrication? How do you think
about the answers? You can sign in to vote the answer. Brent Lv 7. I believe that Mazda built
trans takes automatic trans fluid. But, it is not the only choice John Lv 6. Still have questions?
Get your answers by asking now. The Ford car uses a transmission filter only in the models
with automatic transmissions. It is relatively easy to complete this task on a Ford car as the
vehicle has a drain plug installed on its fluid pan; however, you still need to remove the pan to
access the filter. It is best to do this procedure when the fluid is warm. Park the Explorer on
firm, level ground. Apply the parking brake. Jack the SUV up and support it on jack stands.
Place a drain pan capable of holding at least a gallon of fluid under the transmission pan. The
drain pan must be of a larger outside dimension than the transmission pan in order to capture
all of the fluid. Wipe around the perimeter of the pan lip and transmission with a lint-free shop
rag to remove loose road grime and grit that could contaminate the pan. Have spare rags handy.
Using a ratchet and socket, loosen all of the transmission pan bolts, about one-half to
three-quarters of the way out. Do not remove any bolts all the way at this time. Starting with the
side of the pan that is farthest away from you, pull the pan down. Allow the fluid to spill over the
lip of the pan away from your body and give it a few minutes to drain down. In the event that the
pan remains stuck to the gasket, you may gently rap on the pan with a rubber or leather hammer
to encourage it to break free. Use caution to not deform the pan while using the hammer, and
avoid prying the pan off as this can deform the pan's sealing surface and cause a leak. Begin
removing the pan bolts, starting with the ones farthest away from you. Allow the pan to sag to
pour off as much fluid as possible, then hold the pan in place against the transmission and
remove the rest of the bolts all the way. Grasp the pan with both hands and lower it away from
the transmission. As you lower it, be aware that sometimes the gasket will stick to the
transmission and the pan unequally. This may cause you to tip and dump the pan when you are
lowering it. Pour any remaining fluid out of the pan. Remove the transmission pan gasket from
the pan and transmission, using a gasket scraper. Be careful not to gouge the mating surfaces.

Wipe up any gasket shavings with a clean, lint-free shop rag. Inspect the pan for metal shavings
that may indicate a mechanical problem in the transmission, though metal salt is normal. Clean
the transmission pan with a little solvent and a clean, lint-free rag to remove any residual
sludge. Pull the filter down from the transmission. Inspect the filter and transmission intake port
for the filter seal and remove it. You may need to stick a finger or a ratchet extension into the
intake port to remove the O-ring seal. Lightly lube the O-ring seal on the new filter with clean
ATF. Insert the filter tube into the transmission pickup port and ensure that the O-ring does not
deform during installation. Push the filter fully into place on the transmission. Place the new
gasket on the transmission pan. Do not apply any sealant; this gasket must be applied clean
and dry. With the pan still off the vehicle, stick a pan bolt through the pan holes at each corner
until the threads engage in the gasket and any other places necessary to keep the gasket in
place during installation. Hold the pan in position on the transmission, and start the bolts by
hand until they are engaged. Install the remaining bolts and tighten them finger-tight. Torque
the pan bolts to 71 to inch-pounds, using a crisscross pattern. Don't overtighten the bolts -they break easily. Pull the transmission dipstick and install a clean funnel into the dipstick tube.
Pour three quarts of Mercon Automatic Transmission Fluid into the transmission. Look under
the vehicle and check for leaks around the transmission pan. Lower the vehicle to the ground.
Start the engine, put your foot on the brake and slowly cycle through the gears, pausing for a
moment in each, then return it to Park. Allow the engine to reach full operating temperature.
Check the transmission fluid level with the engine idling and the transmission in Park. Add fluid
if necessary to reach the "Full Hot" mark. Do not overfill. Raise the car with the floor jack and
support it on jack stands. Place a six-quart drain pan directly under the transmission. Remove
all of the bolts for the transmission fluid pan except the three in the front of the pan near the
driver's side. Loosen those bolts with the wrench by two full turns without removing them.
Separate the transmission pan from the transmission using a plastic scraper to break the
sealant. Let the old transmission fluid drain into the drain pan, then remove the remaining three
bolts and disconnect the pan. Remove the mounting bolts for the transmission filter with your
wrench and remove the filter. Discard it with its seal. Scrape the gasket material off the
transmission pan with the scraper and then clean all traces of old fluid from the pan using
solvent and compressed air to dry it; don't wipe the pan with a rag. Connect a new seal to the
replacement filter and bolt the filter in place on the transmission with the wrench. Press the pan
in place on the transmission and apply the bolts. Tighten the bolts with your wrench in a
criss-cross pattern, starting with the middle bolts and then working your way one bolt at a time
at different ends of the pan, installing the four corner bolts last. Lower the car off the jack
stands and let the RTV sealant cure; the amount of time needed will be on the sealant's
container. Fill the transmission with fresh Mercon V transmission fluid specifically made by
Ford through the filler tube near the battery--add a little at a time, using a funnel and allowing it
to drain into the transmission, and check the level with the dipstick. Drive the front wheels of
the Focus onto the ramps carefully. Set the parking brake and place the chocks behind the rear
wheels to prevent the car from rolling. Climb underneath with the drop pan and socket set.
Place the drop pan directly under the transmission pan. Loosen the transmission pan bolts until
you can pull the pan down far enough to allow the transmission fluid to pour out, into the drop
pan. Remove the pan bolts completely with the socket set and take the pan down. Note the
position and orientation of the transmission filter. Grab the transmission filter firmly with both
hands and pull it straight down until it disengages from the transmission. Take the transmission
pan and filter out from under the Focus. Clean the transmission pan, especially the sealing
surface, with brake cleaner and rags. Climb back under the Focus with the transmission pan,
gasket and new filter. Push the new filter back into place until it seats in the same position and
orientation you noted from the old one. Place the pan gasket on the transmission pan and hold
them both up against the transmission. While holding the pan in place, thread the pan bolts
back in by hand. Make sure the pan bolts go through the pan, as well as the gasket holes.
Tighten the bolts with the socket set in a crossing pattern. Climb out with the drop pan and
socket set. Open the hood and remove the transmission dipstick. Insert the funnel into the
dipstick tube and pour five quarts of Mercon V transmission fluid into the funnel. Start the
engine, shift the transmission through all the gears and back to "Park. Move the wheel chocks
and drive the Focus off the ramps. Raise the Escort and support it on jack stands after driving it
for a few miles. Place a 6-quart drain pan under the transmission fluid pan. Unscrew and remove
the drain plug located on the bottom of the fluid pan with a wrench, and let the fluid drain into
the drain pan. Remove all of the transmission pan's bolts and pry the pan off the transmission
case. The bolt located at the front corner, near the passenger's side, requires a 10 mm wrench,
while the ones located above the crossmember need a 10 mm universal socket. Scrape away all
remnants of the old gasket from the transmission case and the pan flange with a gasket

scraper. Clean the inside of the pan with solvent and dry it with compressed air. Remove the
three bolts that secure the transmission filter with your wrench and 10 mm socket and remove
the filter. Discard the filter and its seal. Connect a new seal to the replacement filter, then
connect the filter to the transmission with its connecting bolts. Place a new gasket on the flange
of the transmission fluid pan, and connect the pan to the transmission with all its connecting
bolts. If you have a torque wrench, tighten the bolts to 69 to 95 foot-pounds of pressure. It's
best to pour it a little at a time, allowing it to drain into the transmission, while constantly
checking the level with the dipstick. Items you will need 2 ramps 2 wheel chocks Drop pan
Socket set Screwdriver optional Brake cleaner Rags New filter and gasket kit Funnel 6 quarts
Mercon V transmission fluid. Quick Links. Before driving. Controls and features. Seating and
safety restraints. Roadside emergencies. Maintenance and care. Capacities and specifications.
Reporting safety defects. All rights reserved. Reproduction by any means, electronic or
mechanical. Ford motor company ford expedition owner's guide pages. Ford motor company
ford contour owner's guide 16 pages. Ford motor company ford f owner's guide pages.
Automobile Ford F Workshop Manual 15 pages. Ford motor company ford crown owner's guide
pages. Ford motor company ford ranger owner's guide pages. Reproduction by any means,
electronic or mechanical including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and
retrieval system or translation in whole or part is not permitted without written authorization
from Ford Motor Company. Copyright Ford Motor Company Page 2: Introduction 1 km 1 miles.
Ford may change the contents without notice and without incurring obligation. Page 3:
Instrumentation Instrumentation The lamp will also illuminate when the ignition key is turned to
ON and the engine is off. Page 8 Instrumentation position to check the bulb. The light may
illuminate without a driveability concern being noted. The vehicle will usually be drivable and
will not require towing. Page 9 additional vehicle service is required. If the Service Engine Soon
light remains on, have your vehicle serviced at the first available opportunity. Light is blinking:
Engine misfire is occurring which could damage your catalytic converter. You should drive in a
moderate fashion avoid heavy acceleration and deceleration and have your vehicle serviced at
the Page 10 Instrumentation Brake system warning Momentarily illuminates when the ignition is
turned ON and the engine is off. Illumination after releasing the parking brake indicates low
brake fluid level. Anti-lock brake system ABS If equipped Momentarily illuminates when the
ignition is turned on and the Page 11 Instrumentation Charging system Momentarily illuminates
when the ignition is turned ON and the engine is off. The light also illuminates when the battery
is not charging properly, requiring electrical system service. Engine oil pressure Illuminates
when the oil pressure falls below the normal range. Switch off the engine immediately. Page 12
Instrumentation For information on the safety belt warning chime, refer to the Seating and
safety restraints chapter. Page 14 Instrumentation Fuel gauge Displays approximately how
much fuel is in the fuel tank when the key is in the ON position. The fuel gauge may vary slightly
when the vehicle is in motion. The ignition should be in the OFF position while the vehicle is
being refueled. Page Trip Odometer Speedometer Indicates the current vehicle speed. Odometer
Registers the total kilometers miles of the vehicle. Trip odometer Registers the kilometers miles
of individual journeys. To reset, depress the control. Page 16 Instrumentation Tachometer if
equipped Indicates the engine speed in revolutions per minute. Rotate left to brighten. Rotate
right to dim. Select L to adjust the left mirror or R to adjust the right mirror. Temperature control
knob Controls the temperature of the airflow inside the vehicle. On heater-only systems, the air
cannot be cooled below the outside temperature. Mode selector control Controls the direction
of the airflow to the inside of the vehicle. Page 20 Controls and features ducts. It can be used to
clear ice or fog from the windshield. Operating tips In humid weather, select before driving. This
will help to prevent your windshield from fogging. After a few minutes, select any desired
position. Page 21 Controls and features Manual heating and air conditioning system if equipped
Fan speed control Controls the volume of air circulated in the vehicle. Page 22 Controls and
features even after you have stopped the vehicle. Page 23 Controls and features through the
instrument panel registers and the floor ducts. Heating and air conditioning capabilities are
provided in this mode. For added customer comfort, when the temperature control knob is
anywhere in between the full hot and full cold positions, the air distributed through the floor
ducts will be slightly warmer Page 24 Controls and features -Distributes outside air through the
windshield defroster ducts. Page 25 Then operate your air conditioner as you would normally.
When placing objects on top of your instrument panel, be careful to not place them over the
defroster outlets. These objects can block airflow and reduce your ability to see through your
windshield. Also, avoid placing small objects on top of your instrument panel. LOCK, locks the
steering wheel, gearshift lever automatic transaxle only and allows key removal. On vehicles
with a manual transaxle push the key in while turning to lock. Turn on your headlamps at dusk.
Failure to do so may result in a collision. High beams Push forward to activate. Flash to pass

Pull toward you to activate and release to deactivate. Do not use the speed control in heavy
traffic or on roads that are winding, slippery, or unpaved. Once speed control is switched off,
the previously programmed set speed will be erased. This is normal. Each press will decrease
the set speed by 1. Page 32 Controls and features To disengage speed control Depress the
brake pedal or Depress the clutch pedal if equipped Disengaging the speed control will not
erase the previously programmed set speed. Pressing OFF will erase the previously
programmed set speed. For low speed wiping, move the control down two positions. For high
speed wiping, move the control down three positions. The dome lamp will stay on if the control
is moved to the ON position. When the control is moved to the DOOR position, the lamp will
only come on if a door is opened. Press the top portion of the rocker switch to close. Controls
and features Page 38 Controls and features Press the bottom portion of the rocker switch to
open. Express down To make the driver window open fully without holding the window control,
press the driver window control completely down and release quickly. Depress again to stop
window operation. Page 40 Controls and features The all-door remote entry system allows you
to: lock or unlock all vehicle doors without a key. For more information on the anti-theft system,
refer to Anti-theft system in this chapter. Page 41 Controls and features Locking the doors
Press this control to lock all doors and liftgate on wagons. To confirm doors are closed and
locked, press the lock control a second time within five seconds. Page 42 Controls and features
Sounding a panic alarm Press this control to activate the alarm. Page 43 1. Twist a thin coin
between the two halves of the transmitter. Refer to the diagram inside the transmitter unit. Page
44 Controls and features All transmitters must be programmed at the same time. The lamps will
illuminate for approximately 20 seconds or until the key is inserted in the ignition and turned to
ON or until LOCK is pressed. Page 45 If the system is arming with the doors open, the THEFT
light will stay illuminated until all the doors are closed and then illuminate for 30 seconds and
begin flashing. When an unauthorized entry occurs, the activated system will: flash the parking
lamps and the THEFT light sound the horn The flashing parklamps and the Page 46 Controls
and features Disarming a triggered anti-theft system Press either the unlock or panic control to
disarm the system. Push control to lower head restraint. Do not pile cargo higher than the
seatbacks to avoid injuring people in a collision or sudden stop. Page 48 Seating and safety
restraints Always drive and ride with your seatback upright and the lap belt snug and low
across the hips. Lift handle to move seat forward or backward. Pull lever up to adjust seatback.
Page 49 Driver seat memory recliner if equipped Pull control to adjust seatback. To retain
selected seatback position, release seatback by moving memory recliner control forward to
release seatback. Push seatback rearward until the seatback latches. This will be the first
position selected. Seating and safety restraints Page 50 Seating and safety restraints Folding
rear seats if equipped Folding down the rear seats If your vehicle is equipped with a built-in
child seat, the seatback cannot be folded down unless the built-in child seat is fully stowed. See
Built-in child seats in this chapter for more information. To prevent the risk of injury, make sure
children sit where they can be properly restrained. Never let a passenger hold a child on his or
her lap while the vehicle is moving. Page 52 Seating and safety restraints Each seating position
in your vehicle has a specific safety belt assembly which is made up of one buckle and one
tongue that are designed to be used as a pair. Page 53 2. To unfasten, push the red release
button and remove the tongue from the buckle. The front and rear outboard safety restraints in
the vehicle are combination lap and shoulder belts. The front and rear seat passenger outboard
safety belts have two types of locking modes described below: Automatic locking mode Page
54 Seating and safety restraints How to use the automatic locking mode Buckle the combination
lap and shoulder belt. Grasp the shoulder portion and pull downward until the entire belt is
extracted. Allow the belt to retract. As the belt retracts, you will hear a clicking sound. Page 55
Front safety belt height adjustment Your vehicle has safety belt height adjustments for the
driver and front passenger. Adjust the height of the shoulder belt so the belt rests across the
middle of your shoulder. To lower the shoulder belt height, push the button and slide the height
control down. Page 56 Seating and safety restraints Insert the tongue into the correct buckle. To
lengthen the belt, turn the tongue at a right angle to the belt and pull across your lap until it
reaches the buckle. To tighten the belt, pull the loose end of the belt through the tongue until it
fits snugly across the hips. Page 57 belt extension only if the safety belt is too short for you
when fully extended. Do not use extensions to change the fit of the shoulder belt across the
torso. Safety belt warning light and indicator chime The seat belt warning light illuminates in the
instrument cluster and a chime sounds to remind the occupants to fasten Page 58 if equipped ,
child safety seat tether bracket assemblies if equipped , and attaching hardware, should be
inspected after a collision. Ford recommends that all safety belt assemblies used in vehicles
involved in a collision be replaced. However, if the collision was minor Page 59 Important
supplemental restraint system SRS precautions The supplemental restraint system is designed

to: work with the safety belt to protect the driver and right front passenger reduce certain upper
body injuries Failure to follow these instructions will affect the performance of the safety belts
and increase the risk of personal injury. See your Ford or Lincoln-Mercury dealer. Children and
air bags For additional important safety information, read all information on safety restraints in
this guide. Page 61 How does the air bag supplemental restraint system work? The SRS is
designed to activate when the vehicle sustains sufficient longitudinal deceleration. The fact that
the air bags did not inflate in a collision does not mean that something is wrong with the
system. Page 62 Seating and safety restraints If the air bag is inflated, the air bag will not
function again and must be replaced immediately. If the air bag is not replaced, the unrepaired
area will increase the risk of injury in a collision. The SRS consists of: driver and passenger air
bag modules which include the Page 63 A difficulty with the system is indicated by one or more
of the following: The readiness light will either flash or stay lit. The readiness light will not
illuminate immediately after ignition is turned on. A series of five beeps will be heard. Page 64
Seating and safety restraints them in safety seats made especially for children. Check your local
and state or provincial laws for specific requirements regarding the safety of children in your
vehicle. Page 65 To improve the fit of lap and shoulder belts on children who have outgrown
child safety seats, Ford recommends use of a belt-positioning booster seat that is labelled as
conforming to all Federal motor vehicle safety standards. Page 66 Put the safety belt in the
automatic locking mode. Refer to Automatic locking mode. Ford recommends the use of a child
safety seat having a top tether strap. Install the child safety seat in a seating position which is
capable of providing a tether anchorage. Page 67 Attaching safety seats with tether straps. If
you do not install and use the safety seat properly, the child may be injured in a sudden stop or
collision. Page 68 Seating and safety restraints 2. Pull down on the shoulder belt and then grasp
the shoulder belt and lap belt together. Page 69 Seating and safety restraints 5. To put the
retractor in the automatic locking mode, grasp the shoulder portion of the belt and pull
downward until all of the belt is extracted and a click is heard. The belt will click as it retracts to
indicate it is in the automatic locking mode. Page 70 Tether anchorage hardware kits part
number D74 including instructions, may be obtained at no charge from any Ford or
Lincoln-Mercury dealer. All vehicles built for sale in Canada include a tether anchor hardware
kit. Be sure to follow the child safety Page 71 Tether anchorage hardware kits including
instructions, may be obtained at no charge from any Ford or Lincoln-Mercury dealer. Page 72
Seating and safety restraints Tighten the anchor according to specifications. Otherwise, the
safety seat may not be properly secured and the child may be injured in a sudden stop or
collision. Install the child safety seat in the rear right, rear left or rear center seat position. This
child seat conforms to all Federal and local motor vehicle safety standards. Read the labels
located on the child seat cushion and shoulder belt for information on the built-in child seat.
Never use the Built-In Child Seat as a booster cushion with the adult safety Page 75 Seating and
safety restraints 3. Read all information and warnings on the child seat cushion and shoulder
safety belt. Make sure the child is not too large for the child seat. If connected, squeeze the top
and the bottom of the right half of the chest clip and pull to separate both halves. Page 76
Seating and safety restraints 6. Insert other tongue. The color green must appear in the
indicator window on the crotch safety belt buckle when buckled. Page 77 Seating and safety
restraints 7. The color green must appear in the indicator window when fastened. Page 78
Seating and safety restraints Removing your child from the built-in child seat 1. Squeeze the
tabs on the top and the bottom of the chest clip and pull the halves apart to open the chest clip.
Press the release button on the crotch safety belt buckle. Page 79 Interlocks and attaching
hardware should be inspected by a qualified technician after any collision. If the child seat was
in use during a collision, Ford recommends replacing it. Built-in child restraints not in use
during a collision should be inspected and replaced if either damage or improper operation is
noted. This system meets all Canadian Interference-Causing Equipment standard requirements
regulating the impulse electrical field strength of radio noise. When starting a fuel-injected
engine, avoid pressing the accelerator before or during starting. Page 81 Do not start your
vehicle in a closed garage or in other enclosed areas. Exhaust fumes can be toxic. Always open
the garage door before you start the engine. See Guarding against exhaust fumes in this
chapter for more instructions. If you smell exhaust fumes inside your vehicle, have your dealer
inspect your vehicle Page 82 Starting Make sure the parking brake is set. Make sure the
gearshift is in P Park. If starting a vehicle with a manual transaxle: Make sure the parking brake
is set. Page 83 Push the clutch pedal to the floor. If a light fails to illuminate, have the vehicle
serviced. Turn the key to 4 START without pressing the accelerator pedal and release as soon
as the engine starts. The key will return to 3 ON. Page 85 For best results, plug the heater in at
least three hours before starting the vehicle. Using the heater for longer than three hours will
not harm the engine, so the heater can be plugged in the night before starting the vehicle. To

prevent electrical shock, do not use your heater with ungrounded Page 86 Starting Important
ventilating information If the engine is idling while the vehicle is stopped in an open area for
long periods of time, open the windows at least 2. Adjust the heating or air conditioning if
equipped to bring in fresh air. In normal operation, automotive brake systems may emit
occasional or intermittent squeal or groan noises when the brakes are applied. Page 88 Driving
vehicle has continuous vibration or shudder while braking, felt mainly in the steering wheel, the
vehicle most likely needs service. The ABS operates by detecting the onset of wheel lock up
during brake applications and compensating for this tendency. The front wheels are prevented
from locking even when the brakes are firmly applied. Page 89 enable you to avoid obstacles
and bring the vehicle to a controlled stop. We recommend that you familiarize yourself with this
braking technique. However, avoid taking any unnecessary risks. Parking brake Apply the
parking brake whenever the vehicle is parked. To set the parking brake, pull the handle up. Page
90 Driving Always set the parking brake fully and make sure that the gearshift is securely
latched in P Park automatic transaxle or in 1 First manual transaxle. Push the control on the end
of the parking brake and push the handle down to release the brake. Page 91 2. Hold down the
brake pedal. Depress the clutch pedal. Release the brake pedal, then slowly release the clutch
pedal while pressing down slowly on the accelerator pedal. Page 92 Driving Upshifts when
cruising recommended for best fuel economy Parking your vehicle 1. Apply the brake and shift
into the neutral position. Set the parking brake. Shift into 1 First. Turn engine off and remove the
key. Do not park your vehicle in Neutral, it may move unexpectedly and injure someone. Use 1
First gear and set the parking brake fully. Reverse Make sure that your vehicle is at a complete
stop before you shift into R Reverse. Page 94 Driving into R Reverse when you downshift from 5
Fifth. Automatic transaxle if equipped Hold the brake pedal down while you move the gearshift
lever from position to position. If you do not hold the brake pedal down, your vehicle may move
unexpectedly and injure someone. You should always come to a complete stop before shifting
in and out of R Reverse. N Neutral With the gearshift in the N Neutral position, the vehicle can
be started and is free to roll. Page 96 Driving Overdrive The overdrive position is the normal
driving position for an automatic overdrive transaxle. It works the same way as D Drive but
shifts to a fourth gear-an overdrive gear-when your vehicle cruises at a constant speed for any
length of time. The automatic transaxle will shift into the proper gear to ascend any grade
without any need to shift to L Low. Page 98 Driving Base Curb Weight: Weight of the vehicle
including any standard equipment, fluids, lubricants, etc. It does not include passengers or
aftermarket equipment. Payload: Combined maximum allowable weight of cargo, passengers
and optional equipment. The payload equals the gross vehicle weight rating minus base curb
weight. Page Hitches Do not use hitches that clamp onto the vehicle bumper. Use a load
carrying hitch. Page Driving dealer or trailer rental agency for proper instructions and
equipment for hooking up trailer lamps. Speed control may shut off if you are towing on long,
steep grades. After you have traveled 80 km 50 miles , thoroughly check your hitch, electrical
connections and trailer wheel lug nuts. When stopped in traffic for long periods of time in hot
weather, place the gearshift in P Park and increase idle speed. The hazard flashers can be
operated when the ignition is off. Slide the hazard flasher control to the right to activate the
hazard flashers simultaneously. Page Roadside emergencies If your vehicle is a coupe, the fuel
pump shut-off switch is located on the right side of the trunk behind the trunk liner. Blown fuses
are identified by a broken wire within the fuse. Check the appropriate fuses before replacing any
electrical components. Always replace a fuse with one that has the specified amperage rating.
Window C. Page Roadside emergencies Temporary spare tire information The temporary spare
tire for your vehicle is labeled as such. It is smaller than a regular tire and is designed for
emergency use only. If you use the temporary spare tire continuously or do not follow these
precautions, the tire could fail, causing you to lose control of the vehicle, Page use the wheel
for any other type of vehicle Tire change procedure 1. Park on a level surface, activate hazard
flashers and set the parking brake. When one of the front wheels is off the ground, the transaxle
alone will not prevent the vehicle from moving or slipping off the jack, even if the vehicle is in P
Park Page Roadside emergencies block the diagonally opposite wheel. Automatic Manual 3.
Remove the jack, jack handle and spare tire. Page Roadside emergencies 4. Loosen each wheel
lug nut one-half turn counterclockwise but do not remove them until the wheel is raised off the
ground. Put the jack in the jack notch next to the door of the tire you are changing. Page
Roadside emergencies 9. Remove the jack and fully tighten the lug nuts in the order shown. Put
flat tire, jack and lug wrench away. Make sure the jack is fastened so it does not rattle when you
drive. Unblock the wheels. Page 2. Park the booster vehicle close to the hood of the disabled
vehicle making sure they do not touch. Set the parking brake on both vehicles and stay clear of
the engine cooling fan and other moving parts. Page Roadside emergencies 5. Make sure that
the jump leads are clear of moving parts of the engine. Do not connect the end of the second

cable to the negative - terminal of the battery to be jumped. A spark may cause an explosion of
the gases that surround the battery. Page When calling for a tow truck, tell the operator what
kind of vehicle you have. A towing manual is available from Ford Motor Company for all
authorized tow truck operators. Have your tow truck driver refer to this manual for proper
hook-up and towing procedures for your vehicle. Your vehicle cannot be flat towed with all
wheels on the ground. If your vehicle requires professional service, your dealership can provide
necessary parts and service. Page Maintenance and care Do not work on a vehicle with the
engine running in an enclosed space, unless you are sure you have enough ventilation. Keep all
lit cigarettes, open flames and other lit material away from the battery and all fuel related parts.
Page ensure the gearshift is securely latched in P Park. Turn off the engine and remove the key.
Block the wheels to prevent the vehicle from moving unexpectedly. Manual transaxle: 1. Set the
parking brake, Maintenance and care Page Maintenance and care depress the clutch and place
the gearshift in 1 First. Working with the engine on Automatic transaxle: 1. Do not start your
engine with the air cleaner removed and do not remove it while the engine is running. Page
Maintenance and care depress the clutch and place the gearshift in N Neutral. Page
Maintenance and care 3. Lift the hood and secure it with the prop rod. Engine oil dipstick 2.
Brake fluid reservoir 3. Transmission fluid dipstick automatic transaxle only 4. Battery 5. Air
filter assembly 6. Engine oil fill cap 7. Power steering fluid reservoir 8. Page Maintenance and
care 2. Transmission fluid dipstick automatic transaxle only 2. Battery 3. Air filter assembly 4.
Engine oil fill cap 5. Engine oil dipstick 6. Power steering fluid reservoir 7. Engine coolant
reservoir 8. Windshield washer fluid reservoir 9. Make sure the vehicle is on level ground. Turn
the engine off and wait a few minutes for the oil to drain into the oil pan. Wipe the indicator
clean. Insert the indicator fully, then remove it again. Engine oil recommendations Look for this
certification mark. Page Ford production and aftermarket Motorcraft oil filters are designed for
added engine protection and long life. If a replacement oil filter is used that does not meet Ford
material and design specifications, startup engine noises or knock may be experienced. Page
Visually inspect the fluid level. If necessary, add brake fluid until the level reaches MAX. Do not
fill above this line. Use only a DOT 3 brake fluid certified to meet Ford specifications. Refer to
Lubricant specifications in the Capacities and specifications chapter. During normal operation,
the fluid level in the brake fluid reservoir will rise slowly. Be sure to read and understand
Precautions when servicing your vehicle in this chapter. If the engine coolant has not been
checked for a long period of time, the engine coolant reservoir may eventually empty. Page to
Adding engine coolant in this chapter. Automotive fluids are not interchangeable; do not use
engine coolant, antifreeze or windshield washer fluid outside of its specified function and
vehicle location. Adding engine coolant Do not put engine coolant in the container for the
windshield washer fluid. Ford Premium Engine Coolant is an optimized formula that will protect
all metals and rubber elastomers used in Ford cooling systems for four years or 80, km 50,
miles. Do not use alcohol or methanol antifreeze or any engine coolants mixed with alcohol or
methanol antifreeze. Page Ford and Lincoln-Mercury dealers use recycled engine coolant
produced by Ford-approved processes. Not all coolant recycling processes produce coolant
which meets Ford specification ESE-M97B44â€”A, and use of such coolant may harm engine
and cooling system components. Always dispose of used automotive fluids in a responsible
manner. Page Maintenance and care such that the coolant will not freeze at the temperature
level in which you drive during winter months. While the engine idles, turn the steering wheel
left and right several times. Turn the engine off. Check the fluid level in the reservoir. Page
Maintenance and care fluid at least twice a year. The fluid level should be checked if the
transmission is not working properly, i. Page Maintenance and care 6. Remove the dipstick and
inspect the fluid level. The fluid level should be between the notches on the dipstick. If
necessary, add fluid in. Page Maintenance and care tap water to the battery, as long as you do
not use hard water water with a high alkali content. If possible, however, try to only fill the
battery cells with distilled water. If the battery needs water often, have the charging system
checked. Page neutral position manual transaxles , turn off all accessories and start the vehicle.
Let the engine idle for at least one minute. The relearning process will automatically complete
as you drive the vehicle. If you do not allow the engine to relearn its idle, the idle quality of your
vehicle may be adversely affected until the idle is Page Maintenance and care AIR FILTER To
replace your air filter, release the clamp locking clip on the front portion of the air filter housing,
then swing the left side open and remove the air filter. When installing the air filter, ensure the
nubs on the air filter and the air filter housing are aligned. Page Maintenance and care make
replacing the wipers easy, turn the ignition to ACC, then turn the wipers on. When the wipers
reach the vertical position, turn the ignition to LOCK. To replace the wiper blades: 1. Pull the
wiper arm away from the windshield and lock into the service position. Department of
Transportation-Tire quality grades: The U. Department of Transportation requires Ford to give

you the following information about tire grades exactly as the government has written it.
Treadwear The treadwear grade is a Page The traction grade assigned to this tire is based on
braking straight ahead traction tests and does not include cornering turning traction. Check the
tire pressure when tires are cold, after the vehicle has been parked for at least one hour or has
been driven less than 5 km 3 miles. Page Four tire rotation Replacing the tires Replace the tires
when the wear band is visible through the tire treads. Failure to follow these precautions may
adversely affect the handling of the vehicle and make it easier to lose control and roll over. The
tires on your vehicle have all weather treads to provide traction in rain and snow. However, in
some climates, you may need to use snow tires and chains. Page Remove the tire chains when
they are no longer needed. Do not use tire chains on dry roads. The suspension insulation and
bumpers will help prevent vehicle damage. Do not remove these components from your vehicle
when using snow tires and chains. Page Maintenance and care Observe the following
guidelines when handling automotive fuel: Extinguish all smoking materials and any open
flames before fueling your vehicle. Always turn off the vehicle before fueling. Automotive fuels
can be harmful or fatal if swallowed. If fuel is swallowed, call a physician immediately, even if no
symptoms are immediately Page Maintenance and care Your vehicle was not designed to use
fuel or fuel additives with metallic compounds, including manganese-based compounds
containing MMT. Vehicles certified to California emission standards indicated on the underhood
Vehicle Emissions Control Information label are designed to operate on California reformulated
gasolines. Page Maintenance and care affect on modern powertrain components. You may need
to crank the engine several times before the system starts to pump fuel from the tank to the
engine. If you run out of fuel, your Service Engine Soon light may come on. If other than Ford,
Motorcraft or Ford authorized parts are used for maintenance replacements or for service of
components affecting Page Do not park, idle, or drive your vehicle in dry grass or other dry
ground cover. The emission system heats up the engine compartment and exhaust system,
which can start a fire. Page Once started, do not turn off the engine until the above driving cycle
is complete. Page Maintenance and care Sedan Wagon Coupe Hazard flashers Interior overhead
lamps Do not remove lamp bulbs unless they will be replaced immediately. If a bulb is removed
for an extended period of time, contaminants may enter the lamp housings and affect
performance. Grasp the bulb only by its plastic base and do not touch the glass; the oil from
your hand could cause the bulb to break the next time that the headlamps are operated. Remove
the protective dust shield from the housing by turning the dust shield counterclockwise when
viewed from the rear. Disconnect the electrical connector from the bulb by pulling it straight
out. Remove the bulb retaining ring by rotating it counterclockwise when viewed from the rear.
Page Maintenance and care Replace the protective dust shield and lock the shield by rotating it
clockwise until it locks into position. Reconnect the headlamp wiring socket to the in-line
connector. Foglamps if equipped To change the foglamp bulbs: 1. Page Maintenance and care
Coupe Sedan Wagon 1. Remove the push pins and cover from the package tray. Detach the
socket from the housing and remove the bulb. Replace the bulb and ease the socket back into
the housing. Page Maintenance and care 4. Replace the housing cover and secure with the push
pins. Follow the same steps to replace either bulb. Page Maintenance and care Wagon 1. Open
trunk to expose the tail lamp assembly. Remove the two screws from the front of the lamp. The
tail lamp has hidden fasteners which can be disengaged by hitting the lamp, with the side of
your hand, toward the side of the vehicle. Page Maintenance and care License plate lamps To
change the license plate bulbs: 1. Carefully remove screws and pull the license plate lamp
assembly from the rear bumper. Carefully pull the lamp lens from the assembly. Remove the
bulb to be replaced and install a new bulb. Page Maintenance and care included in the vertical
indication. Therefore, vertical and horizontal headlamp adjustment should be performed only
when the beam direction appears to be incorrect. You will need one 4 mm wrench or socket with
ratchet to make the adjustments. Page Maintenance and care headlamp refer to the directional
change left or right of the horizontal aim. Page Repeat the above process to the other headlamp,
if necessary. Washing your vehicle Wash your vehicle regularly with cold or lukewarm water.
Never use strong detergents or soap. Page Repairing paint chips Minor scratches or paint
damage from road debris may be repaired with touch-up, paint repair foil or aerosol paint spray
from the Ford accessory line. Observe the application instructions on the products. Remove
particles such as bird Page high pressure fluid could penetrate the sealed parts and cause
damage. Do not spray with cold water to avoid cracking the engine block or other engine
components. Cover the highlighted areas to prevent water damage when cleaning the engine.
Never wash or rinse the engine while it is running; Page Maintenance and care Cleaning the
exterior lamps Wash with the same detergent as the exterior of your vehicle. Use glass cleaner
or tar remover if necessary. To avoid scratching the lamps, do not use a dry paper towel,
chemical solvents or abrasive cleaners. Page Maintenance and care Cleaning and maintaining

the safety belts Clean the safety belts with a mild soap solution recommended for cleaning
upholstery or carpets. Do not bleach or dye the belts, because these actions may weaken the
belt webbing. Check the safety belt system periodically to make sure there are no nicks, wear or
cuts. Page Capacities And Specifications No. Engine coolant Page Wagon model Wagon model
Capacities and specifications Page Vehicle Identification Number if so equipped. Page Index
Index Air bag supplemental restraint system Page High beams indicator light Page Index Sliding
moon roof see Moonroof Page Filling Station Information Automatic transmission capacity
Manual transmission capacity Unleaded fuel only - 87 octane Print page 1 Print document
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