1990 toyota camry v6

A while back, a tenant asked me if I would check out and drive a used Camry she was looking to
buy. I figured it was an opportunity to confirm my recommendation to buy one in the first place,
as well as to indulge in some genuine Toyota fatness. Little did I realize I was about to have the
automotive equivalent of a banana split, or fois gras, depending on your preference for lipids. I
had suggested she look at for an older Camry after her Volvo munched its valves due to a
broken timing belt. And what did she find? A pristine one-owner LE V6 with 79k miles that had
been driven by a preacher. This Camry looks almost new. It simply exudes solidity from every
extrusion, piece of trim, and its paint. But the years do tend to take their toll. As do the damn
motorized retractable seat belts, the scourge of all cars of this vintage. This Camry may be fat in
content, but its size is anything but. In a classic example of inflation, the Corolla is bigger than
this Camry in every way: 2. It took a minute or two to for my tallness to feel properly
accommodated. But that happens with just about any car, thanks to being spoiled by my Xb.
The gen3 Camry on right was a decidedly larger car all-round, with a wider body for export
markets. The four-cam 24 valve 2. This is a very short stroke and small displacement six, so
fatness in its torque band is not part of the equation. One has to poke a bit on that old-school
non-e pedal to get some life out of it. The four-speed automatic shifts every bit as silky-smooth
as it did two decades ago, and feels just as competent as the four speed still being used in the
Corolla. Once you get past the almost forgotten seat belt routine I forgot to buckle the lap belt ,
the one really glaring time-warp is the steering. The wheel is big, the rim is hard and skinny, and
the assist is remarkably low. Compared to the synthetic over-boosted electric steering on the
new Toyotas, this feels just like a big Mercedes tiller of yore. Heavy, rather dull, and a
remarkably strong self-centering action. This Camry always lets you know that it would just as
soon prefer not to change directions, ever. Perfect freeway car; no wonder American
commuters came to love it; the closest thing to autonomous car in its time. Well, no one ever
accused a Camry of sporting pretensions. The ride on its undoubtedly original shocks is still
pretty decent; as long as one stays away from curves with any kind of aggressive speed. After
twenty years, there is not one minute creak, rattle, or groan anywhere to be heard or felt. Except
for the slightly enfeebled or were they like this new? Tight, solid, carved from a granite block,
bank-vault like; what other over-used metaphors should I employ? And for what cars were those
metaphors typically used back in the day? The structural solidity, the low-torque high-rpm six
that has to have the spurs put to it, the rather heavy and somewhat dull steering, the
high-quality interior materials. Nary a hard surface to be seen, except that highly unpleasant
steering wheel, which the early Ws also had. They both espoused pure unadulterated quality as
the key to success. And then they both threw it away, at about the same time. Never really
thought about this Camry that way, but I think the comparison to the W works well. I have
actually driven one of these once. Did it have a failed ignition switch and someone added the
button rather than replace the switch?. I think he means the ignition interlock, where you had to
press a button on some cars back then before removing the key. Lots and lots of cars had one
form or another of those buttons. Nice car. A friend had the wagon version, equally nice. Also
felt the Accord vs. Camry distinction was a more meaningful one at this time. Your analysis of
the driving dynamics confirmed my impression. The Camry he got was his first Toyota, and he
still gushes about it. His all time favorite was the Gen 3 he owned, but I think he would rank this
one second. I have had experience behind the wheel of these as well, as rentals back when they
were new. I remember being impressed and thought they were very nice, especially when their
price-point was taken into consideration. Solid, thoughtfully designed, great materialsâ€”just so
well done. I had mercifully forgotten them. The absolute weakest part of the car thanks Feds.
Combination of cost, and I think an attempt to keep the buying public annoyed at Federal
intrusion. I could understand not wanting to engineer air bags into a platform with a looming
expiration date. SImple, elegant. Have a daughter that owned one of these next gen. She traded
it off on a large ford with even larger expensive wheels and built in boom boxes. Guess you are
only young once. After taking that across country she got smart and got another Toyota. Now
has left Texas for Florida and bought a new Prius. Two daughters with Prii and they are both
very happy with them. I dunno. This generation was never sold at the same time as any C-Class;
the Camry was redesigned for , while the C appeared as a model. This was the car that made me
a Honda partisan back in the day. In , my little 83 Colt got wrecked, and I got a new Camry the 4
cylinder for a rental. Our other car was Mrs. I liked everything about the Honda, which made the
Camry feel like it was made by another division of GM to me. I was thrilled to be rid of it. I would
love another opportunity to drive one of these. I have concluded reluctantly that the competing
Accord was, though a better driver in almost every way, not nearly so long-lived a car as the
Camry. Once a car gets some age on it, the qualities that seem so important when new pale in
comparison to good old fashioned durability. I think that you might have me coming around on
these Camrys. It was so much pleasing in every way than the facing Camry. Like you were

saying, our perspectives are different. Brendan says he drove one of these and the only thing
he can remember is the button. I doubt that would be the case for the Accord or Maxima. This
period was the beginning of the end of Toyota trying to appeal to anyone other than their aging
owner base. For example, the gen 2 Supra, a car that just about all of us loved, turned into a 5,
pound Mark V impersonator. Fat indeed. Unlike Toyota, which was fat, dumb and happy, Nissan
was hungry, really hungry, and they looked externally for inspiration. Hallelujah, and thank God
for competition. Alas Nissan shot its wad on those cars and the yen appreciation that followed
made it difficult for them to get it back up until a savior came around in the form of Renault. No
wonder people stopped jumping at the end of Toyota commercials. Just like the company they
had become too old, too fat and bored. I totally agree with you that Toyota was setting its
buyers up for Lexus. Which of course allowed them to de-content the Camry. As well as lower
its price; Camrys back then cost about as much as a Lexus ES does today. This really is a
Lexus preview. WRONG, but thanks for playing. If this article were post-test drive of a 4, which I
believe was a 2. They were seriously, seriously under-powered cars. I agree the Accord was
infinitely better to drive, but only slightly fasterâ€¦ at a rate that was barely perceptible in normal
driving. Sean I remember Camry being a lot slower than Accord. Their take on the cars is same
as mine. Exactly how I remembered it. Please note that comment came from Consumer Guide,
not some enthusiast publication. People who are too young to have driven both cars should be
very careful when they hear universal praise about Toyotas. Is it possible that they had only
driven a 5-speed Accord and automatic Camry when this was published? I personally think the
same era Accord completely put it to shame, but my tastes are not in line with mainstream
American car buyers. Conspiracy theories aside, it was also an exceptionally well built piece of
machinery that exuded all sorts of class and refinement. Toyotas being boring was nothing new
back then and is still the case today. I jumped the gun a bit there, and overshot. First off once
Camrys caught on starting with this generation they always sold at or near msrp. Over msrp
during the first years of the new generation, slight discounts towrds the end of the run. Here in
Canuckistan, our very low peso of made a V-6 Camry LE an expensive proposition indeed, so
much so these cars had a lot of cachet at the time. So basically today you can buy a Camry for
Camry prices from , and a Lexus for Lexus prices from ! Game over, please try again. Japanese
Camrys still used the narrow bodies well into the 90s though not that design a model that wasnt
exported new though used examples litter our roads now. Catastrophic belt failures happen on
6 cylinder Camrys too and belt replacement charges can run into 3 figures on the 6, the 4
banger doesnt matter so much as its a non interference engine and simple to replace ,belt
change costs often relegate Camrys to scrap as the cars themselves have very little cash value
now. My mates neighbour went the other way after her Mazda broke down on a bridge and got
rear ended and totalled she bought a Volvo if yer gunna be hit in a car with anything less than a
truck a Volvo is the place to be sitting not some horrible JDM crap heap that had the export
safety features deleted for the local market. Shoulda said 4 figures my bad whole good cars can
be bought for similar money so noone fixes them. The cost of a E vs a fully-loaded Camry was
probably huge at the time. Not to mention nice little touches like memory power seats. And that
legendary Mercedes bank vault-like feeling. No need to jumpâ€¦one just feels secure driving this
little Panzerwagen. Having said that, I wonder how the year-old Camry will turn out to be in
terms of reliabilityâ€¦? It amazes me that the car in the post cost or you paid 5k for a 23 yr old
Benz you can halve those values and get change here. Used car prices have been sharply on
the upswing here for the past 5 years or so. Around it was still easy to buy a decent daily driver
for now they are up around I see people paying a grand for non runners here lately. One of the
Honda forums I used to be on guys were doing it to their cars. The motorized belts thing is
funny. One of the first new cars I bought was a Civic sedan that had them. I actually liked it!
Then it seemed hopelessly out of date and gauche. I know it seems nerdy, but as a user for over
4 years on my Civic, it was actually quite handy â€” even though you still had to buckle the lap
belt, that was a lot easier than reaching back for a shoulder belt. Honda was so thoughtful
thenâ€¦ not sure how the Toyota version worked. I do know that Cressidas had the automatic
belts in the late s before it was mandated. I worked in a shop back in the mid-late Nineties where
the owner was an ex-Toyota dealer tech which meant he brought many of the dealers customers
with him. I was surprised at the amount of people that would authorize a couple-thousand dollar
reseal on a year old car. If they had been going to a Toyota dealer previously they certainly
would sell it as such and include the cam, crank, and valve cover as part of the timing belt
replacement along with the water pump. The distributor seal would be sold as just part of the
tune up. Toyota recommend replacing crank and cam seals at timing belt changes on all their
cars Ive owned and they all will leak if you dont they are simply service items and are not
designed to last the life of the car. As someone who was a mechanic at a used car lot for 5
years, I can tell you their cars are really no better or no worse than any other. All mass

produced machinery has its quirks. Everyone has fallen for it, including decades of Consumer
Reports stats, as well as many others, including German reliability statistics carefully compiled
there, andâ€¦. Thank you for enlightening us about the great Toyota hoax; how could hundreds
of millions of unhappy Toyota customers have fallen under this spell. Oh no; just salesmen.
Clever bunch, they are. You and your bitchy one-sided arguments are reason enough to quit
reading this website. Enjoy getting your clicks from the same twenty people. Shawntay: This is
the oldest and undoubtedly stupidest automotive argument ever. Back in the old days it was
Ford vs. Chevy guys endlessly arguing over which was better Chrysler, actually, some of the
time. Or sports teams. Or notâ€¦. But if we really step way back, and look at the big over-arching
historical picture going back to the sixties, there really truly is a reason why Toyota succeeded.
Or die. And consumers experienced it first hand. And the statistics are way too broad, universal,
and well-documented to not paint a clear over-arching picture. This is not tribal cheer-leading
here. This is nothing less than the biggest revolution in the modern automobile industry. I see
Toyota for what it is; yes, I do have one, but the main reason I bought it was because of its
unique packaging Xb. If it had been made by someone else, I probably would have bought it
from them. What car is. And undoubtedly, automotive reliability has improved across the board.
Paul and I have agreed on many a car, differed on some, but I can honestly say that he has
never blindly favored one brand or manufacturer. Most reliable car we ever had. First car I ever
cracked up. Kept on tickin on its original clutch to , miles; rust was a problem as was the head
gasket at the end. At some point a few years earlier the cat got clogged; our Jersey mechanics
simply drilled through it. They gave the emissions tests there. A few years later I was a
passenger in one on a at back from a kegger in Philly when my buddy driving fell asleep at the
wheel. That car was solid enough to get us home safe after he went into a ditch. Common
problem on Toyotas they are so reliable owners refuse to maintain them, the radiator gets
clogged and they get hot and blow the headgasket and become rebar. It was just one of those
things. White with blue velour interior and moonroof. She promptly killed the V6 when she first
failed to notice the temp gauge being deep into the red zone. Blown gaskets, warped heads, etc.
She sold it dirt cheap to a neighbor who replaced the engine, drove it a while, and sold it at a
small profit. Man, that is sad, but all too familiar. I have seen many a ruined engine from such
minor things as hoses. Great article, and it resulted in another very pleasant hour looking at
circa Camry and Mercedes E-class ads on craigslist. I do think the 2nd gen Camry was leading
Toyota in the right direction. As much as as I like the Camry, I like the better as that model was
probably one of the best looking Camrys ever made. Those motorized seatbelts were a pain in
the ass. Did Canada have the misfortune of having those damn things? The next day I got into
the car and shut the door and had the top belt lock into place. I then crawled out the passenger
side and got into the back seat. I took a heavy rope and tied the belt to the B pillar and opened
the door. The result was the motor burned itself out locking it into place. I owned the car for 5
years and had no more issues with that belt. Thought the Cressida was much nicer looking and
the JDM models were no comparison. Especially, compared with the current Camry. My
grandfather had this car in gray. Man I thought it was just so technologically advanced with the
digital clock and all the buttons on the dash added to which was that automated seat belt. This
car however, is well worth it being so straight and clean. If you have the time and patience, grab
the four-cylinder model. That is, a gen 3 or 4. These cars also have a huge fanbase over at
ToyotaNation, and the subforum dedicated to them is very active. Light turns green. Camry
begins to move 5 seconds later. This would explain the constant 10 km under the speed limit.
That was at first; he eventually was won over by the Accord and drove that one for almost 10
years. Honda convert. The Merc comparison is a good one, and they were undoubtedly more
solid than the contemporary Accord, which could get a little rattly in old age. But the driving
dynamics of the Accord were worlds better, and nowadays I see a lot more remaining Accords
than contemporary Camrys. The Accords all seem to be a little crunchy around the rear arches,
but the Camrys seem to have mostly disappeared around here. Odd as I would have put them
about dead even in reliability. Same colour as the car shown and working as a daily driver with
the backseat piled high with painting supplies. Like spotting a unicorn! Friends of mine who
have owned them have never owned them long. They are the type that will pay way to much for
a used one because it says Toyota on the hood. These early Camry are getting rare over here, I
saw one last week waiting to cross traffic at a rural intersection there was probably enough time
between approaching cars to make my turn except I recognised what was coming, one of these
gen 2 Camry wagons so I waited, quite a tidy example too no visible rust all one colour yeah
worth the wait. Supposedly built like a tank, almost a budget first gen LS Am I wrong to think
that, is the Gen 2 better? Historically, the Gen 3 Camry is a watershed in the US auto market. A
Gen 3 Camry is also newer and has the corresponding advantages of relative youth. But all of
these cars are 25 or 30 years old. Basic stuff like rubber bushings and electrical insulation is

cracked and brittle because of age and heat cycling. In certain ways it actually has even higher
quality interior trim and pieces than the 3rd gen. Camry had crazy good resale value. A new 4cyl
Gen 3 Camry LE leased at the same payment as a Taurus or less, tho the transaction price was
higher. Here in Northern California I see literally a dozen old Camrys on the road everyday. I
mainly see the 3rd generation models, but on occasion I see still looking good 1st and 2nd
generation models. Toyota created a masterpiece with the Camry. A year ago I had the
opportunity to purchase a Camry wagon that had , miles on its original, perfect running motor.
Nice to know I am not the only one who sometimes forgets to put the lap belt, the second part of
the restraint system, on. Your email address will not be published. Notify me of follow-up
comments by email. Notify me of new posts by email. This site uses Akismet to reduce spam.
Learn how your comment data is processed. Brendan Saur. Posted August 24, at AM. Eric
VanBuren. Posted August 24, at PM. Yeah that was it. Bob G. Posted April 7, at AM. Steve Miller.
Posted August 26, at AM. Should have let them go ahead and thin the herd. Posted August 25,
at AM. Paul Niedermeyer. Mike George. Posted April 6, at PM. Perhaps you mean the ? Your 92
was on our roads in 90 for evaluation these older models barely appeared. I have a different
point of view here. That and the fact that the V6 Camry was a lot more expensive than the
4-cylinder. Sean Cornelis. Posted August 25, at PM. Dave M. Um, no. Thank YOU for playingâ€¦.
Chris Green. Would the shoulder belt in the Honda start to come off if the door opened in a
crash? Joe L. Everyone has fallen for it, including decades of Consumer Reports stats, as well
as many others, including German reliability statistics carefully compiled there, andâ€¦ Thank
you for enlightening us about the great Toyota hoax; how could hundreds of millions of
unhappy Toyota customers have fallen under this spell. Posted April 6, at AM. Christopher O.
Formerly CougarXR7. Posted August 26, at PM. Posted September 13, at PM. Posted April 2, at
AM. Chris M. Posted October 9, at PM. Brian V. She moved away about six months later. Sierra
Victor Bravo. Entropy ultimately wins. Posted April 8, at AM. I like them all, and would buy
based on condition as was suggested by S. A comment on high Camry pricing: Camry had
crazy good resale value. Greysan Q. Posted April 7, at PM. Leave a Reply Cancel reply Your
email address will not be published. American Brands: GM. American Brands: Ford. American
Brands: Chrysler. Automotive Histories and Misc. Asian Brands. UK Brands. Australian Brands.
European Brands. Trucks, Pickups and Vans. Motorcycles, Trikes, Bicycles. Engines,
Transmissions and other Tech. RVs, Motorhomes, Trailers, Campers. Avatars by Sterling
Adventures. Copyright - Curbside Classics. All Rights Reserved. Originally compact in size
narrow-body , later Camry models have grown to fit the mid-size classification wide-body
â€”although the two sizes co-existed in the s. Since the release of the wide-bodied versions,
Camry has been extolled by Toyota as the firm's second " world car " after the Corolla. Diesel
fuel versions have previously retailed at Toyota Diesel Store. The Vista Ardeo was a wagon
version of the Vista V Between and , the Camry nameplate was delegated to a four-door sedan
model in Japan, known as the Celica Camry. When Camry became an independent model line in
with the V10 series, Toyota made it available as a five-door liftback in addition to the sedan. The
subsequent Camry V20 series, debuted in with a station wagon substituting the liftback body
variant and Japan-only hardtop sedans making their debut. The company replaced the V20 in
with the V30 sedan and hardtop, but this model series was exclusive to Japan. Automotive tax
regulations in that country dictated the retention of a narrower body as used in previous Camry
generations. However, overseas demand for a larger Camry resulted in the development of a
wide-body XV10 sedan and station wagon that arrived in When the Japanese market received a
new narrow-body V40 series in to replace V30, the wide-body XV10 continued unchanged. It was
not until the narrow V40 ended manufacture in that the Camry in Japan was to again mirror the
cars sold internationally. Japanese sedans dropped the Gracia suffix in , although it was
retained by the wagon until its demise. From , the Vista ended its Camry alignment, and instead
branched into an independent model line with the V50 series for an extra generation before the
nameplate was withdrawn in The next wide-body model, the XV30 , came in Now sold only as a
sedan, it now offered two different front- and rear-end design treatments. Japan and most global
markets received one style; a separate, more conservative version covered markets in East and
Southeast Asia. With the XV40 of , the Camry-derived Aurion become the donor model for the
more conservative Camry sold in this region. The subsequent XV50 series, sold from until , has
resulted in even more markets adopting the alternative body panels, such as Japan and Eastern
Europe. The current generation is called the XV The relationship continues to this day, but over
the generations, the ESâ€”sold as the Toyota Windom in Japan from through to â€”gravitated
further away from its Camry brethren. Badge engineering has also occurred in Australia with the
Holden Apollo between and From , Toyota Australia badged V6-engined versions as Camry
Vienta, becoming Toyota Vienta in until the badge's departure in Between , the Toyota Aurion
model from Australia was derived from the V6 Camry, but with revised front-end and rear-end

styling treatment and a partially refurbished cabin. The "Camry" nameplate originated on a
four-door sedan approximate to the Toyota Celica called the Celica Camry. Strictly speaking,
Celica Camry is not the first generation of Camry, but rather its predecessor. Celica Camry uses
the front-engine, rear-wheel-drive layout and in A40 guise, a standard four-link rigid axle
suspension system with gasoline inline-four engines displacing 1. In August , Toyota released
high-end models with four-wheel independent suspension , denoted A50 front MacPherson
struts , rear semi-trailing arm setup; four-wheel disc brakes. Toyota started production of the
first generation series Camry in March at the Tsutsumi plant. These cars served above the
comparably sized Toyota Carina and Corona in the Toyota hierarchy. Development of the V10
series Camry and Vista began in August following the oil crisis and would later cover the crisis.
Coil spring independent suspension features by way of a MacPherson strut type with stabilizer
and strut bar up front, and a MacPherson rear setup with parallel lower arms. Powertrain design
was reassessed for front-wheel-drive and this generated a foundation for which other models
were developed. In addition, automatic transmission fluid was used for the lubricating oil in
order to reduce friction. Buyers could specify sedan or liftback bodies with a five-speed manual
transmission or extra-cost four-speed automatic paired to the 2. For Australia, the Camry
rangeâ€”based on the Vista front stylingâ€”was limited to a single-grade GLi liftback variant
between April and April Europe and the United Kingdom received both body variants when
released there in mid â€”these were available in the gasoline DX trim 1. The second generation,
V20 series Camry went on sale during August in Japan. The V20 Camry originated from a time at
Toyota when considerable cost and attention to detail was engineered into its cars such as
high-quality materials and build quality to transcend the competition. All engines now use fuel
injection exclusively and were common to Camry and Vista. Entry-level customers were offered
the carry-over "Ci" 1. North American market V20 series Camry sedan and wagons came to the
market in late for the model year. All Camry station wagons for the United States originated
from Japan, while sedans were a mix of Japanese built and American built, with the ratio of
American built sedans increasing yearly. The four-wheel-drive Camry, dubbed All-Trac was
introduced for and a 2. The V6 was fuel-injected with 24 valves, and dual overhead camshafts.
The model year saw a slight upgrade in horsepower for V6 models, from to Color keyed door
handles and grille also appeared on DX and LE models, along with a new ignition chime. In
addition, the DX model gains new standard color keyed bumpers, new interior cloth that
replaces the older tweed, and new hubcap designs on both DX and LE models. Toyota Australia
released the second generation Camry in April CS cars added a tilt steering column to which the
CS-X adds a key lock warning system. The sedan-only Ultima grade gains power windows,
cruise control, automatic transmission as standard, velour trim, and a nine-stage graphic
equalizer for the audio system. In August , there was a small Apollo facelift, given the
designation JL, with an altered model range. The Executive pack was now no longer offered,
and a sports version, dubbed GS was introduced in both body variants. Introduced exclusively
to Japan in July , the Camry V30 carried forward the four-door sedan and a differently styled
hardtop sedan. An updated model appeared in July The Camry V40 appeared in July exclusively
for the Japanese market. The Toyota Vista twin continued on, although the Camry Prominent
hardtop was no longer offered; only the Vista was available as a hardtop. As before in previous
generations, the Camry was exclusive to Toyota Corolla Store , while the Vista was only
available at Toyota Vista Store locations. Engines for the V40 were a 1. At launch only the 2.
Toyota updated the V40 in June In the update anti-lock brakes and dual air bags became
standard equipment. After , the Japanese market Camry and international Camry became in-line
with each other, with the Vista taking over the V30 and V40 Camry roles. The V50 generation
was not available as a Camryâ€”only as a Vistaâ€”as a sedan, plus a station wagon called Vista
Ardeo. Vista V50 is significant because it's one of the first fruits of Toyota's company-wide
platform renewal efforts known as the MC. Studies for new front-wheel drive FWD platform and
packaging layout began in and appeared on market in December in the Toyota Prius , but the
Vista is the first mass-production, FWD Toyota with a new platform. With this platform, Toyota
trades the rear MacPherson struts for a torsion beam axle setup. A double-wishbone setup is
available for all-wheel drive. Toyota also flipped the engine orientation so that the intake
manifold is in front, improving space efficiency. Production for the Vista ended in September ,
as Toyota prepared to rename the Vista dealers as the Toyota Netz dealership network. The
move to simplify Toyota's dealership came in light of the pending Lexus launch in Japan,
planned for August In April the process was complete and all Vista dealers became Netz
dealers. In October , the Vista was replaced by the second generation Avensis. Toyota replaced
the compact V20 Camry with the Japanese market-only V30 series in However, international
markets such as Australia and North America received a widened version of the V30, known as
the XV10 series. Particularly in the United States, this narrower model was seen as

compromised, thus limiting its sales potential. A notable point of the "Wide body" SXV10 Camry
is the influence of engineering developed from the launch of Lexus and the LS, which came to
market just a few years prior to its public debut. In an interview with Automotive News, Chris
Hostetter, group vice president for Toyota NA, admitted that the Camry was considered by many
company insiders to be more of a "Lexus product" than most Toyota badge cars, going on to
mention that it borrowed technologies such as hydraulically powered cooling fans directly
developed from the ES Also according to Automotive News, some company insiders considered
it too upscale for its price point and the market segment it was set to compete within mid-sized,
mid-segment. It was Robert McCurry in conjunction with Dave Illingworth and Jim Press, who,
with great initial opposition from the Japanese executives, convinced the Japanese company
that the Camry be re-designed, enlarged, and shaped to resemble a scaled-down LS with a more
affordable FWD format, to help establish the reputation of Lexus , which at the time was still in
its infancy and lacked brand heritage. The intensive platform and component sharing with the
ES allowed Toyota to leverage costs better to allow the SXV10 Camry's high level of
specification at a reasonable price. Many insiders of Toyota argued even after critical acclaim
that the SXV10 Camry overlapped too greatly with Lexus, even though Chris Hostetter, current
vice president of advanced technology research at Toyota, believed the model had to be
developed to develop buyers who would become interested in Lexus. The smaller V30 Camry
varied in other areas besides the size. Although the underpinnings , doors and fenders , and
overall basic design cues were common between the two cars, the smaller Camry sported
harder, more angular front- and rear-end styling treatment, with the wide-body model presenting
a more curvaceous silhouette. This was a departure from the V20 generation Camry which,
although had many more rounded panels than the V10 series, was nevertheless generally
slab-sided in shape. A two-door Camry would not be reintroduced until , with the Toyota Camry
Solara. The Japanese V30 model was replaced by the Camry V40 in , however, this was also a
Japan-only model. International markets instead retained the wider XV10 until it was replaced by
the XV20 in The V40 and XV20 models were sold alongside one another in the Japanese market
until At this time, the Vista V50 took the place of the V40, ending the period of separate Camrys
for the Japanese and international markets. The XV10, at its most basic level, offered a 2. Power
and displacement increases were also received for the V6 engine. The 3. Only a sedan
configuration was available. These were also marketed and sold into Namibia , Botswana and
Zimbabwe. A variant of the UK market V6 model - detuned to run on 91 rather than 95 octane
unleaded petrol - was launched in New Zealand in These Japanese-built models were replaced
with an Australian-made line, with unique New Zealand specification, in at which point the 2.
Design work was frozen in early and later launched in the United States in September and Japan
in December It continued as a sedan and station wagon called the Camry Gracia in Japan ,
though the wagon was not sold in the United States. This was the first generation where it was
sold in Japan as the Daihatsu Altis, replacing the Daihatsu Applause. In August for the model
year, the sedan models received a mid-model upgrade to the front and rear fascias, but
remained otherwise similar to the to models. All trim levels were available with either the 2. A
coupe was added in , and then a convertible form in In contrast to the coupe from the XV10
generation Camrys, the new two-door cars were given a separate nameplate Camry Solara , or
simply Solara. They were also a significant styling departure from the sedan. Camrys and
Solaras equipped with the 5S-FE 4 cylinder engine and appropriate trim package received the
S51 manual transmission, while those equipped with the 1MZ-FE 6 cylinder engine received the
E manual transmission. Released in September for the model year, [] Toyota released the Camry
XV30 series as a larger sedan, [] but without a station wagon for the first time. Toyota
redesigned this series from the ground up for the first time since the V30 and XV Until the model
year, the Camry Solara remained on the XV20 series chassis, and received only minor styling
upgrades to the front and rear ends. However, the Solara did receive the same 2. Compared to
the international version with a less conservative design styled by Hiroyuki Metsugi, approved ,
the Asian "prestige" Camry had a different distinctive design with more chrome, larger head
lamps and tail lamps and a general greater emphasis on its width. This generation of Camry saw
even greater differentiation between "regular" model sold internationally including Japan and
the "prestige" Camry sold in the rest of Asia. Between and , the regular Camry was also
rebadged as the Daihatsu Altis model, which sold alongside the Camry in Japan. The Daihatsu
differed only in badging, with no cosmetic changes. Power comes from a choice of four and
six-cylinder engines. The 2. It came with a five-speed manual or five-speed automatic
transmission. The Camry was facelifted in early for the model year with a redesigned fascia,
taillights, and an all-new 2. The Asian market Camry features different front and rear styling,
plus a revised interior. In Asia, the Camry occupied a higher end of the market, priced just
below entry-level German luxury models. The US Camry carried over three different engine

choices from the previous model. Starting with a 2. Power output has been increased mostly by
switching to electro-hydraulic power steering. All models except for the hybrids are standard
with six-speed automatic transmissions. No manual transmissions are offered. Hybrids are
equipped with an eCVT transmission. The SE model gets paddle shifters, and a stiffer
suspension. The new model has increased fuel economy due to lighter weight, a sleeker body,
and low rolling-resistance tires. A major facelift released to North America in April for the model
year updated most of the exterior panels. In this generation, the Camry line-up for the Japanese
domestic market was reduced to being just a single variant hybrid only. The Japanese market
will now share the same Camry model as the Asian market "prestige" Camryâ€”a design also
adopted by the Toyota Aurion XV50 , albeit with minor visual changes. The Brazilian market also
carries the Prestige variant instead of the one sold in North America only in the 3. North
American production started in June and sales began in late July Engine choices include a base
2. The only major component that is shared with the previous-generation is the Toyota emblem
on the front grille and rear trunk lid. Competing with mainstream and more affordable models in
Western markets, for other export markets in Asia and Latin America, the Camry is seen as a
luxury car where it sells strongly and serves as Toyota's flagship vehicle along with the Land
Cruiser. In the United States, except for , the Camry was the best-selling passenger car from
through However, since the introduction of the XV50 Camry in , sales of the wide-body models
in Japan have resurged, thanks, in large part, to the inclusion of Toyota's Hybrid Synergy Drive
system. The Camry is also a prolific seller within Australia. The Camry has profited within its
medium-sized class, where it has been its best selling since , beating traditional competitors
including the Mazda 6, as well as contemporary ones in that of the Ford Mondeo and Skoda
Octavia. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This is the latest accepted revision , reviewed
on 21 February Model series of Toyota cars. Motor vehicle. Compact car : â€” narrow-body
Mid-size car : â€”present wide-body. Front-engine, front-wheel-drive â€”present Front-engine,
four-wheel-drive â€”, â€”present. See also: Toyota Carina. Transverse front-engine,
front-wheel-drive Transverse front-engine, four-wheel-drive. Main article: Toyota Camry XV
Toyota K platform Toyota modular platform Australia. Main article: Toyota Aurion XV August
â€” October regular August â€” March prestige. Retrieved 12 December Car and Driver.
Retrieved 11 July New York City: Kodansha America. Since then many Toyota models have
taken up the 'Crown' theme. Retrieved 14 February Retrieved 29 October Poundbury : Veloce.
Toyota Motor Corporation. World Cars Pelham, New York : Herald Books. Archived from the
original PDF on 22 February Retrieved 16 January Retrieved 15 January Development of
Front-Wheel Drive Vehicles". Negotiations with Ford". Retrieved 19 February Textiles in
Automotive Engineering. Cambridge : Woodhead. This caused a swift reaction in Europe and
Japan, not as quickly reflected in the US, to 'downsize' the product and make, smaller, cheaper
and more fuel-efficient cars. The laws of aerodynamics ensured that gradually, many of them
began to assume similar shapes to reduce drag factors to a minimum. Hyderabad : Institute of
Public Enterprise. Washington, D. FWD vehicles were rare in , but their numbers grew rapidly in
the early s. Classic Japanese Performance Cars. North Branch, Minnesota : CarTech. Due to
declining sales, the T was the final Corona model offered in the United States. After , Toyota
found a new car to replace the Corona, opting for a front-wheel drive layout. You may even have
heard of it. It was called the Camry. Driving from Japan: Japanese Cars in America. The []
Camry was produced to replace the aging Corona and to compete with the Honda Accord,
which had a three-year head start on the market. To regain some of that share, the Camry was
designed to "one-up" the Accord with a longer wheelbase of The Truth About Cars. Toyota,
Aichi : Toyota Motor Corporation. The Camry's drivetrain was based on a new design that was
appropriate for Toyota's first FF car with a transverse-mounted engine. Modern Motor. Sydney :
77â€” But by putting the fuel tank under the back seat, Toyota has increased luggage space";
"MacPherson struts and stabilizer bars are fitted front and rear. Variable ratio rack and pinion
steering in standard"; "The orthodox brake set-up has ventilated discs at the front and drums at
the rear. They work well and have a double proportioning valve which, during a couple of
simulated emergency stops, kept premature lock-up at bay. An interesting innovation is that
sensors ping out an audible warning when the pad thickness gets to the point where you should
start worrying. The Christian Science Monitor. Retrieved 20 March Popular Mechanics. New
York City. The New York Times. Unique Cars and Parts. Retrieved 15 February Retrieved 24
February Curbside Classics. Retrieved 3 July In September , the [ Retrieved 16 February Like all
Toyotas, construction quality of the Camry is perfect. Herald Sun. Antoine, Arthur June National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration. June Front discs are standard on all models but the SE
and CS only have rear drums whereas the CS-X and Ultima get rear discs with an integral drum
handbrake. Conversely, when the wagon is heavily laden and the distance between floor and
suspension is decreased, the lever moves up and the internal valves open to admit more

pressure to the rear brakes. Goo-net in Japanese. Retrieved 21 February Retrieved 20 February
Retrieved 17 February Part of the investment went to a major upgrading of AMI Toyota's
manufacturing and assembly plant in Port Melbourne, and to re-tooling of the Altona
panel-stamping and engine-building facility. So the locals had more say and more influence on
the Camry than any Toyota ever launched here. The launch itself was significant because local
production started less than six months behind the car's release in Japan. That's the shortest
ever lead time for a locally made Toyota. It has also meant that Australia is the first country
outside Japan to produce what Toyota describes as its latest world car. Archived from the
original on 23 February The SE] features include [ Not to forget other goodies, including central
locking, variable intermittent wiper and centre rear arm rest. The Ultima goes all-out luxury with
a list that extends to power windows, cruise control, automatic transmission as standard, velour
trim, and a nine-stage graphics equaliser for the audio system. March Sydney : An Executive
version of the Camry will be unveiled at the Melbourne motor show this month. Power steering
and air conditioning will be standard. This actually occurred in May , late in the JK Apollo's
production run. The Canberra Times. Retrieved 7 September Retrieved 8 September Monash
University. Retrieved 23 February Commodore Lion King: Celebrating 21 Years. On Friday 11
December at 2. It quickly became known as the 'Button Plan'. This blueprint was [ Power
steering and automatic transmission were standard fitment on Executives and SLEs. The
Executive variants had gone and the GS models were introduced to give the Apollo a sporty
flavour to its lineup. New York Times. Retrieved 21 October There's certainly a world of
difference between the sedan and hardtop shapes. The hardtop is different again [ ES shares
the Toyota Camry platform and drivetrain, which in this application is the same as Toyota will
introduce as an all-new model in September. While all but identical mechanically, the two cars
look entirely different. Motor Trader. Kuala Lumpur. Automotive News. Retrieved 17 August But
not the size. Cardiff : Veloce Publishing. Toyota had announced the Windom on the 30th
September , an attractive new four door saloon based on the front wheel drive Camry
Prominent. Retrieved 22 May Archived from the original on 5 June Japan: Toyota. Retrieved 12
January The genesis of the Camry's remarkable cultural crossover lay in Toyota's decision to
build its predecessor in the US. Realising American buyers wanted more shoulder room, Toyota
designed two versions â€” one which met the Japanese market requirement for a car under the
1. Is Offered for Sale in Japan". Agence France-Presse. Retrieved 10 April Strategic
management for the XXIst century. In August of [], import and sales of a new station wagon
manufactured by Toyota in Georgetown, KY, commenced. The car, called the Scepter, was the
first U. It is a right hand-drive version of the Camry wagon, which was introduced to the U.
Retrieved 5 January Publications International. Archived from the original on 3 April Retrieved
20 April August Archived from the original on 31 January Retrieved 6 December Retrieved 17
September Retrieved 20 July Retrieved 17 June Archived from the original on 17 April JB car
pages. Retrieved 10 August Car wheel and tire dimensions size, offset, PCD. Retrieved 29 July
Retrieved 3 March Wall Street Journal. Retrieved 2 September Retrieved 17 April Archived from
the original on 29 March Retrieved 25 July Retrieved 21 July Retrieved 30 June Arthur 24
January United States. Retrieved 1 April Retrieved 23 January Consumer Reports. US: Toyota.
Retrieved 18 September The Fast Lane Car. Retrieved 26 December â€” via YouTube. Hearst
Auto. Toyota Australia. Retrieved 20 August Automotive News Europe. Retrieved 14 January
Retrieved 8 October Retrieved 10 October Canadian Sales in Archived from the original on 7
May Retrieved 9 December The Auto Channel. Retrieved 9 January Retrieved 5 April John
Mellor. Retrieved 6 January Australia: Toyota. Retrieved 10 January The Motor Report. Retrieved
13 September Canada: Toyota. Toronto, Ontario: Toyota Canada Inc. Retrieved 8 January
Retrieved 24 October USA: Toyota. Archived from the original on 27 June Archived from the
original on 6 January Retrieved 18 August Archived from the original on 8 January Archived
from the original on 7 January Archived from the original on 18 January Retrieved 18 January
The Netherlands. Retrieved 10 February Archived from the original on 3 January Retrieved 7
January HEV Sales by Model". Retrieved 13 January Scion WiLL Toyopet. Toyota Financial
Services. Dyna Type 73 Medium Truck. Hidden categories: Pages with non-numeric formatnum
arguments CS1 uses Japanese-language script ja CS1 Japanese-language sources ja CS1
Russian-language sources ru CS1 Indonesian-language sources id CS1 Thai-language sources
th Articles with short description Short description matches Wikidata Wikipedia pending
changes protected pages Use dmy dates from August Short description is different from
Wikidata All articles with unsourced statements Articles with unsourced statements from May
Commons category link from Wikidata Official website different in Wikidata and Wikipedia.
Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to edit Community portal
Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons. Japan:
Toyota, Aichi Tsutsumi plant. Front-engine, rear-wheel drive. Camry DX sedan US; facelift.

Transverse front-engine, front-wheel-drive. Camry LE sedan Canada; pre-facelift. Osamu
Shikado []. July â€” JDM. Pre-facelift Camry sedan Australia. Pre-facelift Toyota Camry sedan.
Pre-facelift Camry regular. Daihatsu Altis Japan []. Wikimedia Commons has media related to
Toyota Camry. Kei car. Pixis Epoch LA Pixis Space L Subcompact car. Porte AP Aygo AB Duet
M Passo AC Etios AK Starlet P Yaris XP Soluna L Vios XP Sprinter Carib L FunCargo XP Ractis
XP Compact car. Corolla Axio E Allex E Auris E Corolla FX E Corolla RunX E Prius XW Compact
luxury car. Altezza XE Blade E Sai AZK Brevis XG Compact wagon. Corolla Van wagon E Corolla
Fielder E Sprinter Carib E Altezza Gita XE Nadia XN Opa XT Carina Surf T Caldina T Mid-size car.
Corona T Premio T Camry Solara XV Avensis T Camry XV Windom XV Aurion XV Mark X X
Aristo S Mirai JPD Mid-size wagon. Mark II Wagon X Mark II Blit X Camry Gracia XV Full-size car.
Avalon XX Crown S Crown Majesta S Celsior XF Century G Sport compact car. Celica A Celica T
Curren T Carina A Cavalier TJG Carina T Allion T Carina ED T Zelas AT Sports car. Celica Supra
A Supra A Grand tourer. Soarer Z MR2 W MR-S W Crown Comfort XS Limited edition. Sera EXY
Classic YN Origin JCG Non-Toyota platform. Yaris Sedan. Tercel 4WD Wagon. Yaris Liftback.
Corolla FX. Camry Solara. Sport compact. Paseo C. Celica Supra. MR2 Spyder. C Vehicles
exclusive to Canada. Yaris Sedan M. Yaris HB M. Yaris Liftback C. Prius c. Prius c M. Corolla iM.
Corolla Hatchback. Prius Plug-in Hybrid. Prius Prime. Prius v. Coronavirus update: New
contactless services to help keep you safe. I didn't get the truck I wanted but they gave me a 5
year newer truck that has no rust and a near perfect body for the same price thaks east coast
auto. I wanna do my car buying with these people love the prices from other places I have talked
too very fair. They have a great little selection of quality cars. The team at Space Auto are very
friendly and accommodating. I had ample of time to do my Due diligence and ended up
purchasing a Maserati Ghibli at a very reasonable price. Thanks Jerry and Kai! The people
working there are Very nice people, and this is the best dealership in Koreatown. Promised to
get back to be the same afternoon with the info. Never heard back. No contact from the dealer.
They were not good about responding to the many messages I left or sent through the website. I
expected to hear back from them when I said I wanted to make a offer but i was the one calling
them. The Toyota Camry was virtually unchanged from the previous year. The Camry was
getting excellent reviews and had climbed into the number five spot for best-selling vehicles, so
Toyota knew not to fix something when it wasn't broken. The Toyota Camry was available as a
four-door station wagon or sedan. The Toyota Camry gets between 20 and 30 mpg for fuel
economy, depending on the engine. The Camry had a a 2. All models are available with the All
Trac all wheel drive system as well. Drivers of the Toyota Camry note that their cars, though
nearing on 17 years old, their cars have fewer problems than newer models. Camry owners say
that will regular maintenance and care, a used Camry will last for years and years. We'll help
you find great deals among the millions of vehicles available nationwide on CarGurus, and we'll
provide you with dealer reviews and vehicle history for each one. After all, over 30 million
shoppers use CarGurus to find great deals on used cars and new cars in their area. And when
it's time to get rid of your old ride, sell your car simply and securely on CarGurus. Once you're
ready to narrow down your search results, go ahead and filter by price, mileage, transmission,
trim, days on lot, drivetrain, color, engine, options, and deal ratings. And if you only want to see
cars with a single owner, recent price drops, photos, or available financing , our filters can help
with that too. All Years to All Years. Radius 10 mi 25 mi 50 mi 75 mi mi mi mi mi Nationwide.
Find Toyota Camry listings in your area Search Coronavirus update: New contactless services
to help keep you safe. Best deals first. Image Not Available. CarGurus User. Read more. Why
Use CarGurus? This page is for personal, non-commercial use. We get it. Ads can be annoying.
But ads are also how we keep the garage doors open and the lights on here at Autoblog - and
keep our stories free for you and for everyone. And free is good, right? If you'd be so kind as to
allow our site, we promise to keep bringing you great content. Thanks for that. And thanks for
reading Autoblog. Murilee Martin. Share 0 Comments. Image Credit: Murilee Martin. American
car shoppers had the opportunity to buy new Toyota Camrys with manual transmissions all the
way through the model year , which pleased the minuscule group of drivers who wanted a
reliable and invisible sedan with three pedals but did nothing meaningful for Toyota USA's
bottom line. I look for manual-equipped Camrys every time I set foot in a wrecking yard , and I
spot the occasional stick-shift four-cylinder V20 model and plenty of 5-speed first-gen V10 s.
The Camry with five-speed and V6 engine, though, that's a rare find. In fact, this car made it
miles past the ,mile mark. Perhaps its final owner had set that mileage goal, at which point the
car got traded in on a new Camry. With some unsightly rust and a transmission that most
drivers can't operate, this car wouldn't have attracted much interest at auction. Next stop,
junkyard! Stevinson Toyota West still exists , 28 years down the road. Sold in Denver, will be
crushed in Denver. Even with a five-speed and the big engine, the driving experience with these
cars couldn't be considered fun. The U. The optional V6 in put out just horsepower; the current

Camry gets 50 more horses than that from the base four-banger. Still, if you're going to drive 10,
miles every year for 28 years, you'll enjoy it more with that third pedal in front of you. Ford
wised up about American car buyers' overwhelming desire for slushboxes much earlier than
Toyota, axing the manual-trans Taurus after the model year except for the Taurus SHO, which
could be purchased with a five-speed through Amazingly, Chrysler sold minivans with
five-speeds through , in case you're looking for a car-trivia question that will stump everyone.
Compare Now. Automotive History toyota camry junkyard junkyard gems. Sign in to post. X
Sign in to post Please sign in to leave a comment. View More. See Local Pricing. I'm not in the
market for a vehicle at this time. Please move this suggestion to the side for 30 days. Thank You
Thanks for subscribing. Check your in-box to get started. Sign Up More Info. We notice you're
using an ad blocker. Please consider allowing Autoblog. Allow Us! Here's how to disable
adblocking on our site. Click on the icon for your Adblocker in your browser. A drop down
menu will appear. Select the option to run ads for autoblog. The exact text will differ depending
on the actual application you have running. Refresh the Autoblog page you were viewing. Hey
again! You still haven't turned off your adblocker or allowed our site. It only takes a few
seconds. You must be logged in to perform that action. You must have JavaScript enabled to
experience the new Autoblog. Please follow the instructions below to enable JavaScript in your
browser. Please enter a display name. Cancel Change Name. A while back, a tenant asked me if
I would check out and drive a used Camry she was looking to buy. I figured it was an
opportunity to confirm my recommendation to buy one in the first place, as well as to indulge in
some genuine Toyota fatness. Little did I realize I was about to have the automotive equivalent
of a banana split, or fois gras, depending on your preference for lipids. I had suggested she
look at for an older Camry after her Volvo munched its valves due to a broken timing belt. And
what did she find? A pristine one-owner LE V6 with 79k miles that had been driven by a
preacher. This Camry looks almost new. It simply exudes solidity from every extrusion, piece of
trim, and its paint. But the years do tend to take their toll. As do the damn motorized retractable
seat belts, the scourge of all cars of this vintage. This Camry may be fat in content, but its size
is anything but. In a classic example of inflation, the Corolla is bigger than this Camry in every
way: 2. It took a minute or two to for my tallness to feel properly accommodated. But that
happens with just about any car, thanks to being spoiled by my Xb. The gen3 Camry on right
was a decidedly larger car all-round, with a wider body for export markets. The four-cam 24
valve 2. This is a very short stroke and small displacement six, so fatness in its torque band is
not part of the equation. One has to poke a bit on that old-school non-e pedal to get some life
out of it. The four-speed automatic shifts every bit as silky-smooth as it did two decades ago,
and feels just as competent as the four speed still being used in the Corolla. Once you get past
the almost forgotten seat belt routine I forgot to buckle the lap belt , the one really glaring
time-warp is the steering. The wheel is big, the rim is hard and skinny, and the assist is
remarkably low. Compared to the synthetic over-boosted electric steering on the new Toyotas,
this feels just like a big Mercedes tiller of yore. Heavy, rather dull, and a remarkably strong
self-centering action. This Camry always lets you know that it would just as soon prefer not to
change directions, ever. Perfect freeway car; no wonder American commuters came to love it;
the closest thing to autonomous car in its time. Well, no one ever accused a Camry of sporting
pretensions. The ride on its undoubtedly original shocks is still pretty decent; as long as one
stays away from curves with any kind of aggressive speed. After twenty years, there is not one
minute creak, rattle, or groan anywhere to be heard or felt. Except for the slightly enfeebled or
were they like this new? Tight, solid, carved from a granite block, bank-vault like; what other
over-used metaphors should I employ? And for what cars were those metaphors typically used
back in the day? The structural solidity, the low-torque high-rpm six that has to have the spurs
put to it, the rather heavy and somewhat dull steering, the high-quality interior materials. Nary a
hard surface to be seen, except that highly unpleasant steering wheel, which the early Ws also
had. They both espoused pure unadulterated quality as the key to success. And then they both
threw it away, at about the same time. Never really thought about this Camry that way, but I
think the comparison to the W works well. I have actually driven one of these once. Did it have a
failed ignition switch and someone added the button rather than replace the switch?. I think he
means the ignition interlock, where you had to press a button on some cars back then before
removing the key. Lots and lots of cars had one form or another of those buttons. Nice car. A
friend had the wagon version, equally nice. Also felt the Accord vs. Camry distinction was a
more meaningful one at this time. Your analysis of the driving dynamics confirmed my
impression. The Camry he got was his first Toyota, and he still gushes about it. His all time
favorite was the Gen 3 he owned, but I think he would rank this one second. I have had
experience behind the wheel of these as well, as rentals back when they were new. I remember
being impressed and thought they were very nice, especially when their price-point was taken

into consideration. Solid, thoughtfully designed, great materialsâ€”just so well done. I had
mercifully forgotten them. The absolute weakest part of the car thanks Feds. Combination of
cost, and I think an attempt to keep the buying public annoyed at Federal intrusion. I could
understand not wanting to engineer air bags into a platform with a looming expiration date.
SImple, elegant. Have a daughter that owned one of these next gen. She traded it off on a large
ford with even larger expensive wheels and built in boom boxes. Guess you are only young
once. After taking that across country she got smart and got another Toyota. Now has left Texas
for Florida and bought a new Prius. Two daughters with Prii and they are both very happy with
them. I dunno. This generation was never sold at the same time as any C-Class; the Camry was
redesigned for , while the C appeared as a model. This was the car that made me a Honda
partisan back in the day. In , my little 83 Colt got wrecked, and I got a new Camry the 4 cylinder
for a rental. Our other car was Mrs. I liked everything about the Honda, which made the Camry
feel like it was made by another division of GM to me. I was thrilled to be rid of it. I would love
another opportunity to drive one of these. I have concluded reluctantly that the competing
Accord was, though a better driver in almost every way, not nearly so long-lived a car as the
Camry. Once a car gets some age on it, the qualities that seem so important when new pale in
comparison to good old fashioned durability. I think that you might have me coming around on
these Camrys. It was so much pleasing in every way than the facing Camry. Like you were
saying, our perspectives are different. Brendan says he drove one of these and the only thing
he can remember is the button. I doubt that would be the case for the Accord or Maxima. This
period was the beginning of the end of Toyota trying to appeal to anyone other than their aging
owner base. For example, the gen 2 Supra, a car that just about all of us loved, turned into a 5,
pound Mark V impersonator. Fat indeed. Unlike Toyota, which was fat, dumb and happy, Nissan
was hungry, really hungry, and they looked externally for inspiration. Hallelujah, and thank God
for competition. Alas Nissan shot its wad on those cars and the yen appreciation that followed
made it difficult for them to get it back up until a savior came around in the form of Renault. No
wonder people stopped jumping at the end of Toyota commercials. Just like the company they
had become too old, too fat and bored. I totally agree with you that Toyota was setting its
buyers up for Lexus. Which of course allowed them to de-content the Camry. As well as lower
its price; Camrys back then cost about as much as a Lexus ES does today. This really is a
Lexus preview. WRONG, but thanks for playing. If this article were post-test drive of a 4, which I
believe was a 2. They were seriously, seriously under-powered cars. I agree the Accord was
infinitely better to drive, but only slightly fasterâ€¦ at a rate that was barely perceptible in normal
driving. Sean I remember Camry being a lot slower than Accord. Their take on the cars is same
as mine. Exactly how I remembered it. Please note that comment came from Consumer Guide,
not some enthusiast publication. People who are too young to have driven both cars should be
very careful when they hear universal praise about Toyotas. Is it possible that they had only
driven a 5-speed Accord and automatic Camry when this was published? I personally think the
same era Accord completely put it to shame, but my tastes are not in line with mainstream
American car buyers. Conspiracy theories aside, it was also an exceptionally well built piece of
machinery that exuded all sorts of class and refinement. Toyotas being boring was nothing new
back then and is still the case today. I jumped the gun a bit there, and overshot. First off once
Camrys caught on starting with this generation they always sold at or near msrp. Over msrp
during the first years of the new generation, slight discounts towrds the end of the run. Here in
Canuckistan, our very low peso of made a V-6 Camry LE an expensive proposition indeed, so
much so these cars had a lot of cachet at the time. So basically today you can buy a Camry for
Camry prices from , and a Lexus for Lexus prices from ! Game over, please try again. Japanese
Camrys still used the narrow bodies well into the 90s though not that design a model that wasnt
exported new though used examples litter our roads now. Catastrophic belt failures happen on
6 cylinder Camrys too and belt replacement charges can run into 3 figures on the 6, the 4
banger doesnt matter so much as its a non interference engine and simple to replace ,belt
change costs often relegate Camrys to scrap as the cars themselves have very little cash value
now. My mates neighbour went the other way after her Mazda broke down on a bridge and got
rear ended and totalled she bought a Volvo if yer gunna be hit in a car with anything less than a
truck a Volvo is the place to be sitting not some horrible JDM crap heap that had the export
safety features deleted for the local market. Shoulda said 4 figures my bad whole good cars can
be bought for similar money so noone fixes them. The cost of a E vs a fully-loaded Camry was
probably huge at the time. Not to mention nice little touches like memory power seats. And that
legendary Mercedes bank vault-like feeling. No need to jumpâ€¦one just feels secure driving this
little Panzerwagen. Having said that, I wonder how the year-old Camry will turn out to be in
terms of reliabilityâ€¦? It amazes me that the car in the post cost or you paid 5k for a 23 yr old
Benz you can halve those values and get change here. Used car prices have been sharply on

the upswing here for the past 5 years or so. Around it was still easy to buy a decent daily driver
for now they are up around I see people paying a grand for non runners here lately. One of the
Honda forums I used to be on guys were doing it to their cars. The motorized belts thing is
funny. One of the first new cars I bought was a Civic sedan that had them. I actually liked it!
Then it seemed hopelessly out of date and gauche. I know it seems nerdy, but as a user for over
4 years on my Civic, it was actually quite handy â€” even though you still had to buckle the lap
belt, that was a lot easier than reaching back for a shoulder belt. Honda was so thoughtful
thenâ€¦ not sure how the Toyota version worked. I do know that Cressidas had the automatic
belts in the late s before it was mandated. I worked in a shop back in the mid-late Nineties where
the owner was an ex-Toyota dealer tech which meant he brought many of the dealers customers
with him. I was surprised at the amount of people that would authorize a couple-thousand dollar
reseal on a year old car. If they had been going to a Toyota dealer previously they certainly
would sell it as such and include the cam, crank, and valve cover as part of the timing belt
replacement along with the water pump. The distributor seal would be sold as just part of the
tune up. Toyota recommend replacing crank and cam seals at timing belt changes on all their
cars Ive owned and they all will leak if you dont they are simply service items and are not
designed to last the life of the car. As someone who was a mechanic at a used car lot for 5
years, I can tell you their cars are really no better or no worse than any other. All mass
produced machinery has its quirks. Everyone has fallen for it, including decades of Consumer
Reports stats, as well as many others, including German reliability statistics carefully compiled
there, andâ€¦. Thank you for enlightening us about the great Toyota hoax; how could hundreds
of millions of unhappy Toyota customers have fallen under this spell. Oh no; just salesmen.
Clever bunch, they are. You and your bitchy one-sided arguments are reason enough to quit
reading this website. Enjoy getting your clicks from the same twenty people. Shawntay: This is
the oldest and undoubtedly stupidest automotive argument ever. Back in the old days it was
Ford vs. Chevy guys endlessly arguing over which was better Chrysler, actually, some of the
time. Or sports teams. Or notâ€¦. But if we really step way back, and look at the big over-arching
historical picture going back to the sixties, there really truly is a reason why Toyota succeeded.
Or die. And consumers experienced it first hand. And the statistics are way too broad, universal,
and well-documented to not paint a clear over-arching picture. This is not tribal cheer-leading
here. This is nothing less than the biggest revolution in the modern automobile industry. I see
Toyota for what it is; yes, I do have one, but the main reason I bought it was because of its
unique packaging Xb. If it had been made by someone else, I probably would have bought it
from them. What car is. And undoubtedly, automotive reliability has improved across the board.
Paul and I have agreed on many a car, differed on some, but I can honestly say that he has
never blindly favored one brand or manufacturer. Most reliable car we ever had. First car I ever
cracked up. Kept on tickin on its original clutch to , miles; rust was a problem as was the head
gasket at the end. At some point a few years earlier the cat got clogged; our Jersey mechanics
simply drilled through it. They gave the emissions tests there. A few years later I was a
passenger in one on a at back from a kegger in Philly when my buddy driving fell asleep at the
wheel. That car was solid enough to get us home safe after he went into a ditch. Common
problem on Toyotas they are so reliable owners refuse to maintain them, the radiator gets
clogged and they get hot and blow the headgasket and become rebar. It was just one of those
things. White with blue velour interior and moonroof. She promptly killed the V6 when she first
failed to notice the temp gauge being deep into the red zone. Blown gaskets, warped heads, etc.
She sold it dirt cheap to a neighbor who replaced the engine, drove it a while, and sold it at a
small profit. Man, that is sad, but all too familiar. I have seen many a ruined engine from such
minor things as hoses. Great article, and it resulted in another very pleasant hour looking at
circa Camry and Mercedes E-class ads on craigslist. I do think the 2nd gen Camry was leading
Toyota in the right direction. As much as as I like the Camry, I like the better as that model was
probably one of the best looking Camrys ever made. Those motorized seatbelts were a pain in
the ass. Did Canada have the misfortune of having those damn things? The next day I got into
the car and shut the door and had the top belt lock into place. I then crawled out the passenger
side and got into the back seat. I took a heavy rope and tied the belt to the B pillar and opened
the door. The result was the motor burned itself out locking it into place. I owned the car for 5
years and had no more issues with that belt. Thought the Cressida was much nicer looking and
the JDM models were no comparison. Especially, compared with the current Camry. My
grandfather had this car in gray. Man I thought it was just so technologically advanced with the
digital clock and all the buttons on the dash added to which was that automated seat belt. This
car however, is well worth it being so straight and clean. If you have the time and patience, grab
the four-cylinder model. That is, a gen 3 or 4. These cars also have a huge fanbase over at
ToyotaNation, and the subforum dedicated to them is very active. Light turns green. Camry

begins to move 5 seconds later. This would explain the constant 10 km under the speed limit.
That was at first; he eventually was won over by the Accord and drove that one for almost 10
years. Honda convert. The Merc comparison is a good one, and they were undoubtedly more
solid than the contemporary Accord, which could get a little rattly in old age. But the driving
dynamics of the Accord were worlds better, and nowadays I see a lot more remaining Accords
than contemporary Camrys. The Accords all seem to be a little crunchy around the rear arches,
but the Camrys seem to have mostly disappeared around here. Odd as I would have put them
about dead even in reliability. Same colour as the car shown and working as a daily driver with
the backseat piled high with painting supplies. Like spotting a unicorn! Friends of mine who
have owned them have never owned them long. They are the type that will pay way to much for
a used one because it says Toyota on the hood. These early Camry are getting rare over here, I
saw one last week waiting to cross traffic at a rural intersection there was probably enough time
between approaching cars to make my turn except I recognised what was coming, one of these
gen 2 Camry wagons so I waited, quite a tidy example too no visible rust all one colour yeah
worth the wait. Supposedly built like a tank, almost a budget first gen LS Am I wrong to think
that, is the Gen 2 better? Historically, the Gen 3 Camry is a watershed in the US auto market. A
Gen 3 Camry is also newer and has the corresponding advantages of relative youth. But all of
these cars are 25 or 30 years old. Basic stuff like rubber bushings and electrical insulation is
cracked and brittle because of age and heat cycling. In certain ways it actually has even higher
quality interior trim and pieces than the 3rd gen. Camry had crazy good resale value. A new 4cyl
Gen 3 Camry LE leased at the same payment as a Taurus or less, tho the transaction price was
higher. Here in Northern California I see literally a dozen old Camrys on the road everyday. I
mainly see the 3rd generation models, but on occasion I see still looking good 1st and 2nd
generation models. Toyota created a masterpiece with the Camry. A year ago I had the
opportunity to purchase a Camry wagon that had , miles on its original, perfect running motor.
Nice to know I am not the only one who sometimes forgets to put the lap belt, the second part of
the restraint system, on. Your email address will not be published. Notify me of follow-up
comments by email. Notify me of new posts by email. This site uses Akismet to reduce spam.
Learn how your comment data is processed. Brendan Saur. Posted August 24, at AM. Eric
VanBuren. Posted August 24, at PM. Yeah that was it. Bob G. Posted April 7, at AM. Steve Miller.
Posted August 26, at AM. Should have let them go ahead and thin the herd. Posted August 25,
at AM. Paul Niedermeyer. Mike George. Posted April 6, at PM. Perhaps you mean the ? Your 92
was on our roads in 90 for evaluation these older models barely appeared. I have a different
point of view here. That and the fact that the V6 Camry was a lot more expensive than the
4-cylinder. Sean Cornelis. Posted August 25, at PM. Dave M. Um, no. Thank YOU for playingâ€¦.
Chris Green. Would the shoulder belt in the Honda start to come off if the door opened in a
crash? Joe L. Everyone has fallen for it, including decades of Consumer Reports stats, as well
as many others, including German reliability statistics carefully compiled there, andâ€¦ Thank
you for enlightening us about the great Toyota ho
buick car wiki
2017 subaru
ball acura
ax; how could hundreds of millions of unhappy Toyota customers have fallen under this spell.
Posted April 6, at AM. Christopher O. Formerly CougarXR7. Posted August 26, at PM. Posted
September 13, at PM. Posted April 2, at AM. Chris M. Posted October 9, at PM. Brian V. She
moved away about six months later. Sierra Victor Bravo. Entropy ultimately wins. Posted April
8, at AM. I like them all, and would buy based on condition as was suggested by S. A comment
on high Camry pricing: Camry had crazy good resale value. Greysan Q. Posted April 7, at PM.
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